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From The Pastor 

 
 

Introductory Biographical Notes: Pastor Fred Poeppel, Intentional Interim, 
Shepherd of the Coast 

   
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, thank you for the WARM welcome to Fort Lauderdale, 
FL and Shepherd of the Coast Lutheran Church & School.  Janet & I enjoyed the lack of 
snow for a while, but she had to go back to our home at Conneaut Lake, PA only 25 miles 
from Lake Erie. My son, Scott just helped her get our Wave Runner in the lake this 
Saturday. It was sunny, but only about 60 degrees.  
What a strange beginning! I just finished my eleventh week here, but I was just installed two 
weeks ago. Yesterday, I was finally able to lead worship with more than 5 people in the 
sanctuary for the first time! Due to the need for “physical [NOT SOCIAL] distancing,” I’ve 
only really met about a dozen or so of you, besides the four people I see in church most 
weekdays. I am eagerly looking forward to getting to know as many of you as 
possible as soon as safely possible.  

Please feel free to stop by the church any Monday through Friday, or better yet, come and 
join us for worship Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.  
As I promised last month, let me tell you a little bit about me. My full name is Manfred 
Poeppel, but you can call me Pastor Fred.  I was born in February 1952 in my grandparent’s 
house in Goslar, Germany, about 5 miles from the old border with East Germany. I was 
baptized in the Lutheran church in my Mom’s home town of Quakenbruck near the Dutch 
border. We emigrated to the USA in October of that year (our visa came too late for me to be 
born in the USA). I grew up as a member of St. Luke Lutheran Church, Cabot, PA. I was 
confirmed in 1966, and attended Confirmands Camp at Camp Pioneer, which was an 
important event in my spiritual life. I graduated from high school in 1970. I received a B.S. 
degree in Chemistry with a minor in Secondary Education from Penn State in 1974 after 
student teaching in the Panama Canal Zone.  
In May 1975 I married Janet Lang, whom I met in our youth group, but didn’t start dating 
until after my H.S. graduation. We had a long-distance romance for 5 years since we went to 
different schools. Janet got her B.S. in Elementary Education from Clarion in 1975. From 



1980 to 1985 the Lord blessed us with three sons, Kurt, Keith, and Scott; and Janet was able 
to be a full time Mom until we went to the Seminary.  
From 1974 to 1981 I was employed as a research analytical chemist with the Ag Division of 
American Cyanamid in Princeton, NJ.  In 1981, I returned to the Pittsburgh area to work for 
a small company that manufactured mass spectrometers. I held various positions in 
technical support, sales, and marketing during my 10 years with that company.  
In the Fall of 1991, I resigned in order to prepare for the pastoral ministry at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, MO. My sons were 6, 8, and 10 years old when we moved, but the Lord 
provided us with all we needed.  I served my vicarage (internship) in 1993-94 at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Big Spring, TX, where Janet finally got to use her teaching degree as a 
substitute.  In May 1995 I received my Master of Divinity degree, and accepted my first call 
as pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Albion, PA, where I served until June 2012.  
During those 17 years I served on the Board of Directors of Camp Pioneer for 12 years (6 as 
chair) and the Eastern District BoD for 6 years. The last three years I was Circuit Counselor 
of the Pittsburgh NW circuit.  
While serving Holy Trinity, Albion I also served three neighboring churches as a vacancy 
pastor:  
1996-1997      Zion, Ashtabula, OH (conflict arose with the next pastor)  

2000-2004      Faith, Girard, PA (failed attempt at a dual parish with Albion in 1992)  

2009-2011      Trinity, Erie, PA (Pastor Mark Sallach, a friend, died in office.)  

While serving at Trinity, Erie, I received training for Intentional Interim Ministry at two 
one-week courses at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. Since then I have served as a called 
Intentional Interim Minister at three other churches:  

2012-2015  Salem, Springville, NY (severe conflict over a call that ended with pastor’s 
resignation)  

2015-2016   Prince of Peace, Freedom, PA (served while the pastor recovered from cancer 
treatments)  

2017-2019  Trinity, Wellsboro, PA (served the church & school after the pastor of 27 years 
retired)  

I am excited about serving in this type of ministry that is still rather new in the LCMS. As 
you can see from the above, it seems that the Lord has been preparing me for this type of 
ministry all my life. I am looking forward to working with the family of Shepherd of the 
Coast Lutheran Church & School 1) to help work through the 5 “Developmental Tasks” of 
the Interim 2) to help you discover (or RE-discover) your sense of mission; and 3) to help 
you prepare to call your next permanent pastor to lead you into the future that God has in 
mind for you. That’s what we’ll be working on while I’m with you for the next year or so, in 
addition to the normal weekly life of a Christian church and school.  
Once again, I see God’s hand guiding my life. You are the second church I have served with 
a school. In my previous interim service, Janet was not able to join me, since she was 
employed as a second-grade teacher in the public schools. In 2016 she retired after 20 years 
of service. I was blessed to have her with me at my last call, and she felt blessed to be able to 
volunteer at a Lutheran school as she did, when our boys were little. When she returns in 
early November, she may be willing to fill in occasionally as a substitute teacher in the 
primary grades.  
While I was a circuit counselor (now circuit visitor), I received training in Christian 
Reconciliation from Ambassadors of Reconciliation, an LCMS Recognized Service 
Organization. The prayerful use of that Biblical material proved extremely helpful at Salem. 
It was a blessing to the congregation and to individual members in their families and 



workplaces. I have since used those resources to prepare a sermon series for Lent & Easter, 
which I used at Salem and Prince of Peace. I had planned to preach that series here for the 
Sundays in Lent and Easter Sunday. Of course, that didn’t happen. I will be looking for 
another opportunity to share that with you all.  
Please stop in for a visit. I want to know how you feel about your church (actually God’s 
church, of which we are all a part). You may visit me at church, or I’ll be happy to come to 
wherever suits you best.  
See you in church! Bring a friend! — Pastor Fred  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Childhood 

News & Notes  

 
 

Early Childhood News 

 

It’s so nice to have children in our classrooms again! After reconfiguring our classrooms to 
follow the CDC guidelines, we are serving our community. Everyday that passes we gain a 
child here and there. We have all classrooms open Infants through our Four-Year Old’s. We 
can have nine children and one teacher in each classroom. As our numbers grow, we are set 
up to open two more classrooms. Our prayer is that we continue to grow and provide an 
essential service for our families and the community.  
During these trying times we ask that you continue to pray for Shepherd of the Coast 
Lutheran Church, School, and Learning Center. 
 
 
 

God’s blessing to you, Working together,  

Brenda Sorren, Director  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  
 

 

 

 

God' s hands working 
together.  

 

From the Principal's Desk  

Life offers us “tests”, With God they become opportunities 
for growth and development of the gifts he has given 
us. Over the last several months we all have been 
tested. Throughout the pandemic the teachers have gone 
above and beyond in their efforts learning and teaching a 
new way of instruction.  Shepherd of the Coast teachers 
have been dedicated in giving our student’s academic, 
emotional and spiritual support during these difficult 
times. The faculty explored many avenues, shared 
information and collaborated to ensure our students 
would receive a quality virtual education for the last 
school quarter of the year. They are all to be 
commended, Shepherd of the Coast School is truly 
fortunate to have a conscientious caring faculty. A special 
Thank you to Dr. Palmer for all the extra time she spent 
tutoring children in their homes and school, and the 
assistance in distributing and collecting materials. 
 

Shepherd of the Coast School year has ended, all books 
have been returned and the student’s belongings have 
been sent home. Progress reports will be issued in the 
upcoming week. Graduation banners were placed at all 
graduates’ homes and pictures were taken with their 
families. Tentatively a graduation ceremony is being 
planned mid-July. The 2020/2021 School Year is 
scheduled to resume on August 17th.   We have been 
blessed with a beautiful facility; with several modifications 
we are confident physical distancing may be practiced 
upon the return to school. We will continue to pray and 
have faith in the Lord to keep us safe and healthy.  
 

We have begun planning the new year, we have two new 
faculty members that we are excited to Welcome. Mrs. 
Carol Skubal will be joining us full time after assisting us 
for maternity leaves last year. Mrs. Alison Flechaus will 
also be on staff, she is a graduate of Shepherd of the 
Coast School. Curriculum will be updated and revised, 
and individual learning plans will be developed for each 
student to ensure academic success and growth.  
 

Ending with a note that our faculty is mission minded, 
“God’s love is not in upon itself but is outwardly directed” 
(Acts I) We live under the great commission to make 
disciples in all the World and teach what Jesus has given 
us. 
 

Thank You,  
Marguerite Smith 

 

  



 
 
 

  

  

 

On Line Donations & Payments Now 

Available 

 

 Shepherd of the Coast is pleased to announce our electronic option for making regular 
offerings is fully setup. Contributions can now be debited automatically from your checking 
or savings account or processed using your credit or debit card. Our new electronic giving 
program offers convenience for you and provides much-needed donation consistency for 
our congregation. If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to 
write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other 
circumstances prevent you from attending, this program will allow your weekly offerings to 
continue on an uninterrupted basis.  
  
TODAY you can DONATE FROM YOUR SMART PHONE using the GivePlus Church 
mobile app or you can use the website giving page.   
  
To locate the website giving page, Open the Shepherd of the Coast website and scroll 
down on the welcome page until you see the Donate button. Click on the button and you 
will be directed to a secure site to make your donation/contribution. 
  
The app is a version of our online giving page to make it easy for you to give anytime from 
your smart phone. Follow the instructions in this short video to install the app and make 
your first donation!  
  
Thank you for your continued support during this difficult time! If you would prefer to make 
your contributions in your normal way, please continue to send us your envelopes, notes 
and letters of support.   

 

 

 
 

Shepherd of the Coast School 

Endowment Fund 

 

    Our goal is $25,000.00, when we reach the goal it will then be matched by the 
Kaleidoscope Grant. As of today, we have received $19,278.85 ! Let's keep it 
going and reach our goal! We appreciate your help and your kind donations.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018alzGWGIZH8HZQKeO_JW6XLJDEr5ZS2_WNMKLqMXELRl8h99SYU1h-ShgMHU9X8X-pQKg6f1Sr82Ays07SfENUDmLkU9T1_0jf52ZUFSq-Jq-nwvWCfmaHHPt35DYhE4NVOu3n_avygLRijpQmVhgqoe5wfjzJnqJIxAEQFXqotaxeYWLCN4XLRj0QVh9Td_&c=18kPMYVXRejBsKlz9SPxNrnOyPf_MN9gbprykwL4LBDGCUfOyUp7Og==&ch=XiEN_RdOXq1guGBtI902xO2zx36ylINooS9SPwSwkAPcXB5s3sbfwg==


 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Open Monday - Friday 10:00AM - 2:00PM 

 

A Ministry of Lydia's Fellowship  

The Thrift store has reopened today, Monday, June 1st, 2020. 
In order to keep the staff and our customers safe we will allow three people 

in the store at one time and mask's will be required in order to enter the 
store. Thank you  

  

  

 



  

 

Happy June 

Birthday 

 
 

Marilyn Sagehorn...June 3rd 

Shari Hoy...June 4th 

Heidi Burnett...June 5th 

Nicholas Aamodt...June 8th 

Wanda Guy...June 13th 

Jake Gajus...June 16th 

Pat Krumenacker...June 16th 

Jay Mindlin...June 16th 

Nicholas Demko…June 19th 

Catherine Rudner...June 19th 

Lorry Huza...June 23rd 

Donato Marino...June 24th 

Lori Birdsong...June 25th 

Joann Curry...June 25th 

Cheryl Bennett...June 26 

Becky Kopietz...June 26 

Marian Manchester...June 26 

Ava Asbury...June 27th  

Sharon Devore...June 30th  
 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 



 

 

 

 

Happy  

Anniversary 

June 

Johanna & TERRY Beadle...June 1st 
Larry & Judy Ueltzen...June 6th 

Paul & Barbara Sparks...June 8th 
Katie & Michael Sprouse...June 13th 

James & Lisa Tino...June 16th 
Richard & Marian Bement...June 20th 

James & Kimberly Dunford...June 20th 
Dane & Deanna Skuda...June 20th 
Dave & Joyce Fischer...June 28th 

............................................................. 
 

Serving This Month 

June 2020 

 
Ushers 

9:00 a.m. - Scott Burnett, Beauti DeFreitas & DuaneTimm 
10:30 a.m. - Donna Carlon & Beauti DeFreitas 

Altar Guild 
Irma Quiroz & Barbara Criscuoli 

Security  
Larry Annis  

 
Communion Assistant  

9:00 a.m. David Fischer, Willie Wright & Larry Annis  
10:30 a.m. Jay Aamodt & Paul Sparks Sr. 

Alternates: Larry Uetlzen 
Counters  

June 7th - Bill 7 Angel Bailey 
June 14th - Dawn Randazzo & Karen Schmohe 

June 21st - Carolyn Atchison & Roberta Murphy 
June 28th - Joanne Fries & Barbara Oldani 



 

 
 

Lectors  
First Sunday - June 7th- 9:00am Paul Sparks Sr. 10:30 am - Gayle Hansen  

Second Sunday - June 14th - 9:00a.m. Pat Battle, 10:30a.m. - Andrea Conora  
Third Sunday -June 21st - 9:00a.m. Roberta Murphy, 10:30 a.m. Khylin Bellhorn  
Fourth Sunday -June 28th - 9:00 a.m. Carol Irving , 10:30 a.m. Paul Sparks Sr.  

Extras - 9:00am Roberta Murphy & 10:30am Gayle Hansen 
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