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From the Pastor...
Dear Friends, 

After I returned home from Christmas Eve Worship, I turned
on the TV to unwind for a few minutes as everyone else in
the family was already asleep. Lo and Behold, there were
about five different channels playing the great Christmas
classic, A Christmas Story. If you haven't seen it, A
Christmas Story features Ralphie, the main character,
recounting the story of Christmas when He was nine years
old and his desire for a "Red Ryder Beebee Gun" as the
only gift he wanted. The story takes many humorous twists
and turns (Repeat after me: "You'll shoot your eye out!) and
eventually ends with Ralphie getting what he wants. 

Ralphie's story is one that was easy to listen to- it was
designed to be that way, of course, by Hollywood. It's
humorous, well written, and just plain funny. The Christmas
story, the one involving and Shepherds and a Baby in a
manger and not a Red Ryder Beebee gun, is a bit different.
The story of Christmas  ought to be compelling for us. It

ought to be one that changes our outlook on life, and not one we smile at for a few days before moving
on to the next thing. The good news of the baby in Bethlehem is a story that changes lives. The story of
the Son of God taking on human flesh announces that there is hope for everyone- shepherds on the
fringes of society and pagan sorcerer magi from far away and those struggling with addiction and rich
and poor
alike- Christmas changes the game for all people. The Son of God took on our flesh and lived our
human life to redeem what was lost, broken and condemned. It's a serious story that forces us to
acknowledge our own shortcomings and need for a savior, and it is also a joyful story that changes
lives even now. 

Unlike A Christmas Story, the Christmas story has meaning for people well beyond December 25th.
Jesus came to offer a different story than one of generic holiday cheer or a bit of humor. Jesus gives
you a story of being created in love, reborn as God's Child in the waters of Baptism and now of being
called into His service in many and various vocations. 

And, every once in a while, God even blesses is with a Red Ryder Beebee gun, but each day he
blesses us with the good news of the Christmas Story! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Pastor Reynolds 
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An Announcement from Mr. Ueltzen 
To the Shepherd of the Coast Community,
 
God be praised!  God be praised for the many rich
blessings he gives to his people.
I feel that God has given me many blessings through the
years.  This school term, 2017-2018, is my 48th year in
the teaching profession.   During this time I have been
blessed by God to work with some amazing people;
students, parents, and colleagues.  I have taught all
elementary levels from 3rd grade through 5th, middle

school grades, and high school.  I have taught as an adjunct professor at the college and university
level.  There have been many opportunities for professional growth so I could better serve God's
people.

These last five years as principal and parish administrator at Shepherd of the Coast have been
particularly rewarding.  We have faced many challenges, and God has been good to us.  He has
blessed us beyond what could have been expected, and the future holds much promise.

I do feel the time is right for a change.  I have decided to retire at the end of this school year.  The past
48 years have gone by very quickly and I look forward to a different pace of life in the coming years. 
My wife and I do plan to stay in the area but do some travel and visit our family more often.

Plans are in place for a search committee to identify candidates and issue a call for a new principal.  I
ask for God's blessings and guidance in that process.  I ask for God's continue blessings for the
school.

Mr. Larry Ueltzen

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

We return to school after the Christmas break in a new year, 2018.  It is also the start of the third quarter
grading period.  A new start in many ways!!!  What do we do?  God gives us a new day every morning, and
we are refreshed and renewed.  How do we make use of the new starts God gives?  The very best new start
comes to us because of Jesus.  Our sins are forgiven because of Jesus, our Savior, and we have a new life
in Him.  I pray that you can rejoice in that new start and have a happy new life!

From the school principal, Mr. Larry Ueltzen
 

NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK
The week of January 21-27 will be our time of celebration as we join with all the other Lutheran schools
around the country in recognizing the special gift we have.  Schools, like Shepherd of the Coast, offer unique
opportunities for children to learn and grow in a safe, loving environment.  Christ Jesus is central to all that we
do, and we seek to share the Gospel message of God's love.  May the Lord bless all Lutheran schools and
those that attend and minister there. 
      We begin National Lutheran Schools Week with the students (K-8) singing in the 10:30 service on
Sunday, January 21.  On Tuesday, January 23, the students will be involved in a service project to prepare
sandwiches for the homeless.  Wednesday, January 24, will be grandparents day.  The National Geographic
Geography Bee will be held on Wednesday.  The LWML will have their Chili Cookoff and Bingo night on
Friday.  An Open House for prospective families will be held on Saturday, January 27, from 9:30 to noon.

 
ENROLLMENT FOR 2018-2019

We begin the process of enrollment for the next school year.  Re-enrollment packets are available for
returning students.  A series of open house events will be held, beginning with Saturday, January 27.
 

KINDERGARTEN ROUNDUP
A special event for new kindergarten students starting in the 2018-2019 school year will be held on
Thursday, January 18, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.  Families new to the K-8 program are invited to attend.  Please
contact the office at 954-772-5468 for more information.
 

MAP TESTING 



The students (K-8) will be taking their second round of MAP Growth testing in January.  Testing will take
place during the week of January 16-19.  This is the second of the three testing periods during the school
year.  There is no special preparation needed for the testing. 

 
ATHLETICS

Basketball and cheer practices continue.  The schedule of games is posted in the office.  Come out to
support our athletes.
 

ACCREDITATION
Shepherd of the Coast Christian School is accredited by the National Lutheran School Association, NLSA. 
This year we begin the process of renewing our accreditation.  The self-study is to be completed by the start
of the next school year.  The on-site visit by the accreditation team would be scheduled for the spring of 2019.
Thank You!

Early Childhood News
            The staff at Shepherd of the Coast Early Childhood Center wishes you a warm, Christ centered,
wonderful, New Year!  It's hard to believe that 2018 is here. When we look back at this past year we are

proud to have our school and church families here with us. On a daily basis, the teachers and staff work with
the children and families to let them know how important they are and that everything we do, we do for Christ. 

In our songs, prayers and even playtime Christ is there with us. That's why we enjoy our children and
families so much. We want you to know that you are all important to us.

Looking ahead for this New Year our teachers and staff want you all to know that we are about relationships.
We want you to feel and know that you are first and very important to us.  Our doors are always open for you.
Let us know what we can do to help you. After all, we are all FAMILY and we want our families to know how

important you are to us!
Going into the 2018 school year I would like to take this time to mention our early childhood teachers by name
and the classroom that they work in.  In the Infant room, we have Marian Manchester-Ulmer, Faith Grambow,

Nadine Charleus, and Shaderra Williams.  Working with our Toddlers (one year old's) we have Lily
Bustamante and Nakia Mathis.  In the Pre-K 2's we have Jenny Pacheco, Shelia Matthews, and Rossana
Welfelt.  Our Pre-K 3's classroom teachers are Maria Augustine, and Latrice Fussell.  Teaching our Pre-K
4's we have Laura Kay, Gaibe Risquez, Kristin Edwards, and Dora Restrepo, as you continue to pray for
Shepherd of the Coast add a teacher or two by name in those prayers.  We thank you for your continued

support, encouraging words and thoughtful cards.
Brenda Sorren, Early Childhood Director

The LWML ladies would like to thank all the members of Shepherd of the Coast for your love, support and
donations for our Troops.
      We have shipped a 30 lb box full of goodies to Chaplain Douglas Ochner stationed in Poland.

Next collection day will be 5/6/18 thru 6/10/18.

 
COOKIES: Shepherd of the Coast School Ministry Team (SMT) would like to thank
everyone who helped make the "5th Annual" SOTC Christmas Cookie Walk a great
success.  From all the busy hands that baked cookies, to the team who helped us with the
tables, and to those that were praying for us. We could not have done it without you. We are
looking forward to next year and the "6th Annual" Christmas Cookie Walk!  Thank you again!!

Women of the Word....
has changed meeting times... They will now meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. The next meeting will be
Jan 9th @ 7:00PM. Come join us for some great studies and wonderful fellowship.

Our Shepherd's Hands Feeding Program
Once a month we prepare a meal to serve to our local homeless brothers and sisters in Christ, working with
HOPE South Florida. We will meet at New Life Methodist Church at 6:00 pm on January 30th (1100 North

Andrews Ave, downtown Fort Lauderdale).  
To help with food donations a list of requested donations for our next dinner served is posted. Look for the sign-

up sheets located in the Church Foyer and the Family Life Center Lobby.
Feel free to bring a friend, the help is always welcome.

 

Upcoming Events



Dec 21-Jan 7       Thrift Store Closed
Dec 22-Jan 7       Christmas Break (K-8 & VPK)
Jan 1                    Building Closed
Jan 7                    Sunday Service 
                                    9:00am w/Communion
                                    10:30am
Jan 8                    Classes resume (K-8)
                             No VPK
Jan 9                    Staff Meeting
Jan 10                  Bible Study 10:00am
                             Confirmation 5:00pm
                             School Ministry Meeting 7:00pm
Jan 13                  Lydia's Fellowship 10:00am
Jan 14                  Sunday Service 
                                    9:00am 
                                    10:30am w/Communion
June 15               Martin Luther King Jr. Day
                            No School VPK & K-8
Jan 16                 Staffing Meeting 9:00am
                            WOW 7:00pm
Jan 17                 Bible Study 10:00am
                            Confirmation 5:00pm
Jan 18                 Kindergarten Round Up 6:00pm - 7:00pm
Jan 19                 Early Dismissal - noon (K-8)
Jan 20                 Lydia's Fellowship 10:00am
                            Latvian Service 2:00pm
Jan 21                 9:00am w/Communion
                            10:30am
Jan 23                 Staff Meeting
Jan 21-27            National Lutheran Schools Week
Jan 27                 Open House (2018-2019 registrations)
Jan 30                 Our Shepherd's Hands. 

Service Spotlight
 School uniforms are available from Debbie's Uniform Store located at 5225 W. Broward Blvd, Plantation,
FL 33317.  Their phone number is 954-581-1761. 
 
Amazon donates to our school when you shop at smile.amazon.com
 
     You can support Shepherd of the Coast Lutheran School in the following ways:  Box Tops for Education
and Scrip Program.
                                                                                                                                                           
 
  What is the Scrip Program?   You purchase gift cards through our office, and a percentage of the
purchase comes back to us.  You pay nothing extra.  Order cards for the places where you shop and eat. 
Help provide support.

January Birthdays 

6th- Mark McGuire
       Stephen Reynolds 

11th- Chelsea Foster 

15th- Tammy Aamodt                        16th- Pat Battle            
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 Christine Szesnat    

       
18th- Paul Gajus                                19th- Joyce King 
         Debbie Lorenz 

20th- Lori Gregory                              23rd- Shirley Laser 

24th- Christa Mueller                         25th- AJ Smith 
         Diane Nickel 

27th- Justin Meyer                             31st- Larry Ueltzen 

January Anniversaries 
January 12th- Jim & Shari Hoy 

Willie & Pauline Wright 

January 18th- Stephen & Rachael Reynolds 

Serving This Month 
Counting Teams
January 7th- Roberta Murphy & Caroline Atchison 
January 14th Joanne Fries & Barbara Oldani 
January 21st Bill & Angel Bailey 
January 28th Dawn Randazzo & Karen Schmohe 

Usher Teams 
9:00 Jo Beadle, Jeanne Larson, Carolyn Atchison & Dawn Randazzo 

10:30- Donna Carlon & Beauty DeFreitas 

Altar Guild 
Diana Annis 

Communion Assistants 
January 7th (9:00) Larry Annis & Willie Wright 
January 14th (10:30) Pau Sparks Sr. 
January 21st (9:00) Larry Annis & Willie Wright 
January 28th (10:30) Jay Aamodt 

Readers 9:00 am 10:30 am 

January 7th Kaitlyn Korcok Gayle Hansen 

January 14th Pat Battle Zach Rasor 

January 21st Randy Laser Khylin Bellhorn 

January 28th Pat Krumenacker Carol Irvin 




