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Pre-service Music 

 
Prelude:  "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" by Phil Lehenbauer 

 
Welcome and Worship Notes 

 
379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 

 

Pastor:    In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor:    “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be taxed.” Luke2:1 KJV 
 
People:  Oh, that we were there!  But we live in these days, in this mixed-up world, 
that taxes us with new and complex burdens. 
 
Pastor:    “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.” Luke2:8 KJV 
 
People:  Oh, that we were there!  But we have come from store and office, from 
field and factory, from school and sports.  We have not been keeping watch. 
 
Pastor:    “And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them.” Luke2:9 KJV 
 
People:  Oh, that we were there!  Had we seen the angel, we would not have feared! 
CONFESSION AND WORD OF FORGIVENESS 
 
Pastor:   On this most holy night, we gather in silent awe, preparing to worship the 
Christ child. As we consider the birth of our Savior, we recognize our great need for 
Him.  We confess before God and to one another that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean.  We examine our lives according to the perfect Law of God and recognize our 
many sins against God and one another.  In humble adoration, we bow before Jesus, 
the sinless Lamb of God, who was sent to be our substitute, our sacrifice, and the 
atonement for the sins of the whole world. 
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 (A time of silence for personal reflection and confession of sins) 
Pastor:   Dearest Jesus, 
People: for us sinners, You became a child. Since we could not fulfill the Father’s just 
and holy will, You fulfilled it for us.  We bow before You, humbly confessing our 
sinfulness that separates us from You. We repent of our sins in thought, word, and 
action that oppose and neglect Your righteous ways.  Forgive us our sin that we may 
be reconciled to You, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.   
Pastor:   On this night, I announce to you good news of great joy: for Jesus’ sake, I, as 
God’s called and ordained servant, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, 
the + Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Jesus has paid Your ransom; you have been reconciled 
to God.  Come, let us worship Christ, the newborn King! 
People: Amen.  
 

Service of the Word 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our 
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our 
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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361 O Little Town of Bethlehem st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

Reading Luke 2:1–7 

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And 
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came 
for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
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361 O Little Town of Bethlehem st. 2 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

Reading Luke 2:8–14 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the 
people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
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361 O Little Town of Bethlehem st. 3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

Reading Luke 2:15–20 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the 
saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered 
at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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361 O Little Town of Bethlehem st. 4 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

Sit 
 
 

Sermon: "Pondering the Manger Scene" 

 
While no offering will be collected due to safety measures, the offering plate is available 
at the rear of the sanctuary.  For those that prefer, you may give online via the church's 
website at SOTCFL.org. 

 
 
 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

  
Pastor:    O Wonderful Counselor, 
 
People:  hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.  
Pastor:    O Mighty God, 
 
People:  open our eyes to see Your mighty works. Open our minds to Your Word that 
Your truth may rest in us. 
  
  
Pastor:    O Everlasting Father, 
 
People:  use the witness of our words and deeds to proclaim Your saving love to 
those around us. Open our eyes to the needs of those in our community and inspire 
us to be agents of comfort to the distressed and instruments of healing and relief to 
the sick and suffering, especially those we name before You now in our hearts.  
(We pray in silence.) 
 
Pastor:    O Prince of Peace, 
 
People:  give us the peace that passes all understanding, that we may trust that You 
have come into our imperfect world and brought the perfect gift of salvation and 
have freely given it to us. 
 
Pastor:    O Immanuel, 
 
People:  receive our worship and adoration, our time and talents, and the first fruits 
of our incomes that we bring in grateful praise to the mystery of the Word made 
flesh. 
 
Pastor:    Into Your hands, O gracious Lord, we place our prayers, we offer our praise, 
and we commend ourselves and our loved ones, trusting in Your mercy and having 
confidence in Your love, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God forever. 
People:  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New 
Testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Distribution Hymn: 

 
368 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Dismissal 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 
soul to life everlasting. 
 
Amen. 
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Candle Lighting 

The Pastor lights a single candle from the altar and lights the candles of the ushers. 
They in turn light the candles of the first person in each pew at the center aisle. The 
flame is passed along to each person in the pew. Please keep the lighted candle 
upright to avoid dripping wax on the floor and yourself. Parents should determine if it 
is appropriate for their child to hold a lighted candle.  
  
Music during the lighting:  "O Holy Night," arranged by Phil Lehenbauer 
  
After all candles are lit, we join in singing:  
  
 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Closing Prayer 

Pastor:    Gracious God and Father, thank You for this gift of Your Son and for the 
message of the angels that announced His arrival. Dear Jesus, thank You for caring so 
much for us that You came to be one of us. Holy Spirit, thank You for carrying the song 
of the angels to our ears, that we might be lifted up in hope and joy. For all the 
blessings of this night and the life You bestow upon us, O Lord, we praise and glorify 
You without end.  
People: Amen. 
  
BLESSING 
Pastor:    You have heard the message of the angels. Now declare that message. You 
have sung “Gloria.” Now show Christ’s glory. You have seen the gift. Now declare it. 
You have been blessed to walk this night in the presence of angels. Let your joy be full 
and your thanks sound forth. The almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless 
you, now and forever. 
 
People:  Amen. 
 

387 Joy to the World sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Dismissal 

P Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude:  "Joy to the World" Jig by Phil Lehenbauer 
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