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Praise Service 

December 13, 2020 (Advent 3) 

 
 

AS WE GATHER (To prepare our hearts for worship) 
 

“Joy to the world!” is an often-echoed refrain in these days of preparation 

and celebration before Christmas. But where is true joy to be found? It is 

found in Christ alone. The coming of Christ as the Savior of the world is the 

ultimate source of joy for our lives, no matter how we might be feeling 

during the weeks of the holiday season. True joy is not just for one time of 

year or for one time of our lives. The happiness that we feel in our hearts at 

any given moment may come and go, but the joy that is found in Jesus 

lasts all of our lives and beyond—into the endless celebration in God’s 

eternal kingdom. 
 

 

Opening Song: “How Great is Our God” 

 

1. The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty 

Let all the Earth rejoice, All the Earth rejoice 

He wraps himself in light, And darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice, Trembles at His voice 
 

(Chorus) 
 

    How great is our God, sing with me 

    How great is our God, and all will see 

    How great, how great is our God 
 

2. And age to age He stands, And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the end, Beginning and the end 

The Godhead Three in One, Father Spirit Son 

The Lion and the Lamb, The Lion and the Lamb 

 

(Chorus) 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Pastor:  I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. 

People:  For He has clothed me in the garments of salvation,  

Pastor:  and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness.    (Isaiah 61:10a, NIV) 

People:  Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 

circumstances.   (1 Thess. 5:16-18a, NIV) 
 

 

Pastor:  Three candles are lit as we prepare to receive the coming Light. 

People:  He will bestow on you a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 

despair.  The one who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 

 
 

[Three candles on the wreath are lit.] 
 

 

(Please stand.) 
 

 

Confession & Absolution  
 

 

Pastor:  The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 

anointed me to preach good news to the poor; He has sent me to bind 

up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 

opening of the prison to those who are bound.    (Isaiah 61:1, ESV) 

People: Hold on to the good.  Avoid every kind of evil.         (1 Thes 5:16-

18a NIV) 
 

Pastor:  Today, God calls us to prepare joyfully for the Lord’s coming by 

repenting of our sin. 
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(Silence for self-examination) 

Pastor:  Almighty and all-merciful God, 
 

People:  we confess that we are sinners, and our sin separates us from 

You.  We are captive to sin and cannot set ourselves free.  We have not 

held on to the good; we have not avoided evil; we have not always lived 

joyfully or prayerfully. Forgive us our sins for Jesus’ sake.  

  

Pastor:  Rejoice in God, Your Savior!  For the sake of Jesus, by His 

command and in His stead, as a called and ordained servant, I forgive 

you all your sins, in the name of the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

People:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come to us with Your 

presence. Restore to us the joy of Your salvation and grant us a deep and 

abiding peace for all our days. By the working of the Holy Spirit, lead us to 

share the joy that is ours without hesitation. Keep us in true faith until the 

coming of Your glorious kingdom, where You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

People:  Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 
 

 

 

 

First Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
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16 Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not 

quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; 

hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 
 

    23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely and 

may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 

He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

 

 

A    This is the Word of the Lord. 

       C    Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

    6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 

as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 

through him. 8He was not the light but came to bear witness about the 

light. . .. 
 

    19 This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did 

not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 

“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are 

you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say 

about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah 

said.” 
 

    24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, 

“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 

the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
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among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after 

me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things 

took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

  

P    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C    Praise to You, O Christ. 

  Children's Message  

 

Sermon Song: “Come, Thou Fount” 

 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,  

tune my heart to sing Thy grace 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing  

Call for songs of loudest praise 

Teach me some melodious sonnet  

Sung by flaming tongues above 

Praise the mount, I'm fixed up, on it 

Mount of Thy redeeming love 

 

Come, Thou Fount, come, Thou King;  

Come, Thou precious Prince of Peace 

Hear Your bride, to You we sing,  

Come, Thou Fount of our blessing 

 
 

O, to grace, how great a debtor  

Daily I am constrained to be 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,  

Bind my wandering heart to Thee 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  

Prone to leave the God I love 

Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it 

Seal it for Thy courts a bove 

 

Come, Thou Fount, come, Thou King;  
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Come, Thou precious Prince of Peace 

Hear Your bride, to You we sing,  

Come, Thou Fount of our blessing 

 
 

Sermon  “Watch Where You’re Going” 

 

Offering (Due to safety standards, no offering will be taken, but the 

offering basket is at the rear of the sanctuary.  If you prefer, you may give 

by mail or pay electronically at the church’s website:  SOTCFL.org) 
 

 

 

Apostle’s Creed  
 

C    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of God’s People (See prayer list.) 
 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

 

 

 

 

Benediction  
 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

   The Lord make His face shine on you  

   and be gracious to you.  

   The Lord look upon you with favor  

   and + give you peace. 

 
 

People:    Amen. 
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Closing Song: "Shout to the North” 

 

Rise up church with broken wings 

Fill this place with songs again 

Of our God who reigns on high 

By his grace again we'll fly. 
 

 

Shout to the north and the south 

Sing to the east and the west 

Jesus is Savior to all 

Lord of heaven and earth 
 

     

We've been through fire. 

We've been through rain 

We've been refined 

By the power of His name 

We've fallen deeper in love with you 

You've burned the truth on our lips 

 

Shout to the north and the south 

Sing to the east and the west 

Jesus is Savior to all 

Lord of heaven and earth 
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                                                December 2020 
In Our Prayers 

 Laura Brush (Cancer)                      

 Lance Manning 

 Betsy (Healing) 

 Chris Elder (healing) 

 Barbara Sparks (well-being) 

 Danny Watson (healing) 

 Mark Spencer (healing) 

 Mary Elder (memory)                                                   

 Dennean Clayton (lupus)              

 Rick Cutler (cancer free) 

 Ruth Galinat 

 Richard Mueller      

 Barb R (cancer) 

 Dariana Jimison (cancer is back) 

 Timothy Lynch (health & well-being) 

 Cassie Marie Swindle (prayers needed) 

 Cheyanne King (Epilepsy & Depression) 

 Kyle McGuire (Cancer) 

 Anthony & Carmella (Healing)   

 Claudette Spencer (pain) 

 Nicole Riske (juvenile diabetes)    

 Jay Mindlin (emphysema) 

 Ellen Weber (Eye Healing) 

 Bill Clifford (Healing) 

 Doreen Binger & her family 

 Anita Gajus (Restoration of Health) 

 Kirk Porter (Headaches) 

 Christine Clifford (Knees & Back)  

 Rosario Najera & her children for peace 

 Tino Grandparents – Heart Complications  

 Mariela Contreras – Stage 4 Cancer 

 Millie Busile Ruggiero (Nerve damage) 

 Cheyenne (Granddaughter-Hospitalized)  

 Sonia Vega Late Stage Parkinson’s  

 June Totura (Cancer Treatments) 

 Bogle, Margarita (Cancer)  

 Torrez Family (For Deliverance) 

 Frank Perez (God’s Wisdom & Employment) 

 Birch Vermillion IV 

 John Weber (Rehab) 

 Denise R (Pain) 

 Mary Brooks (Greif) 
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Weekly Sunday Worship Opportunities at Shepherd of the Coast 
 

 9:00 am – A traditional worship service in the classic Lutheran liturgical style. 
 

 10:30 am – Praise Service – A contemporary worship service that is geared to families with 

young children. 
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Office Phone : 954-772-8010 
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