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 Hi church family!  There are a couple of things I’ve been wanting to talk to you 
about.  First, our 
  

WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP. 
  

Those of you who have been enjoying our Wednesday evening meals have noticed 
an addition to our routine this fall.  At 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall, after everyone has 
made their way through the serving line, we join together for a very short time of 
worship and prayer.   

Our ultra talented Music Director, Steve Thorp, picks up his bass guitar (yes!  Steve 
plays the bass!)  and I plunk away at the piano to lead us in singing a worship song, followed by a respon-
sive scripture reading, prayer, and closing with another song.  Our worship time takes less than 10 minutes 
and everything you need to participate is printed on the placemat. 

Why this addition of worship to our mid-week meal?  Because, “Jesus said, ‘It is written: 'Man shall 
not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  (Matthew 4:4)   We could 
get a good meal at any restaurant in town.  Those who choose to dine at First UMC on Wednesday evening 
can expect to receive more than calories to sustain them.  

Some of our Certified Lay Ministers have already jumped in to help lead Wednesday Worship.  If 
you’d like to help lead the singing, scripture reading or prayer time, just show up and let me know you are 
here to help.  It is informal, uncomplicated and fun. 

The other thing I’d like to talk to you about is our 

LAY SERVANT MINISTER and CERTIFIED LAY MINISTER programs.    

If you want to find new ways to serve God, I highly recommend checking out these two programs.  
Lay Servants are individuals who have attended one or two weekend classes to help them identify how God 
is calling them to serve.  We will be offering both the Basic and Advanced courses here at First UMC this 
fall.   

Basic Course   September 20-21 

Advanced Course  October 18-19 

The Basic Course is an introduction to the many ways in which God calls us to serve such as con-
gregational care, teaching, preaching and leadership.  The Advanced Course will focus specifically on intro-
ductory preaching skills.  Each course starts on a Friday evening and runs through Saturday.  Courses cost 
$45 each. 

Lay Servant Ministry courses are of great value in and of themselves, but they are also the prerequi-
site to participating in the Certified Lay Minister program.   

We have all enjoyed and been blessed by the ministries provided by our three Certified Lay Minis-
ters:  Sandy Correia, Mike Puckett and Steve Henderson.  Not only have they participated in our worship 
services and countless ministries around the church, but they fill the pulpits at some of our sister UMC con-
gregations from time to time. 

The Certified Lay Minister course will be offered here in Roswell beginning January 2020.  Six week-
end sessions will be held from January 2020 to January 2021.  Those who complete the course will be certi-
fied at Annual Conference 2021.   

If you feel God nudging you to explore either or both of these options, please come see me or Pastor 
Laird.   
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THERE IS NO ANSWER, BUT 
SHOULDN’T THE QUESTION  

BE ASKED? 

 How do you help the “hopeless” - heal the disabled 

or terminally ill, feed the starving, house those who re-

fuse housing, fund the bankrupted, or find a job for the 

unemployable?  These resemble Job of the Bible, eve-

ry new problem deepens despair.  What can be done?  

 For some, assistance can provide a new beginning, 

but for many others there is no possibility of recovery.  

Governments and agencies offer sustaining support to 

a portion of these but others remain with needs beyond 

satisfaction.  This is what faces the Community Assis-

tance Program. 

 A passing traveler offers food, drink, or coins, to a 

crippled man.  Will he then walk?  Nay, tomorrow he 

remains for the next traveler to pass by.  Should the 

traveler have just looked the other way or was there 

value in this temporary relief?  The First United Meth-

odist Church’s Community Assistance Program prac-

tices “Equipping People to Thrive”, and it does offer 

consoling support and what temporary relief it has 

available.  

All support welcome! 

Have you been meaning to get up and go to Sunday School 

on Sunday morning, but just didn’t quite make it?  Well, now 

you can still enjoy a class after worship!    Each lesson of the 

Wired Word includes reference materials that relate to a topic 

in the news that week.  It shows us that the Bible is alive today 

by relating it to news events happening here and now.  It 

makes for some interesting discussions.  Since it is a different 

topic each week, you can come and join the discussion on any 

week.  All are welcome! 

YOUNG, OLD, IN BETWEEN 

COME... HAVE FUN... AND...  

IT’S GREAT EXERCISE! 

$5.00 Per Class $30.00 Per Month 

There’s a new group in town and you can be a 

part of it!  This group meets once a month and 

will be doing something different each month!  

In August they went to the Flying J in Ruidoso.  

In September they met at the church for a pot-

luck and game day.  October hasn’t been decid-

ed yet, but we will get the word out soon.  Be 

watching our weekly news update that come via 

e-mail.  If you aren’t on our list, please be sure 

to call the church office and give us your e-mail.  

Stella sends a weekly update of events each 

Friday and we don’t want you to miss out on a 

thing. Join this fun group!   



Page 3 

MID-WEEK 

Weekly Ministries 
Mondays - Men's Breakfast at Cerritos 6:45 AM 

Tuesdays - Bill Motto Community Assistance 11:00 AM -2:00 PM 

Zumba 5:45 PM in the Narthex 

Cub Scouts Downstairs 6:30 PM 

Thursdays - Bill Motto Community Assistance 11:00 AM -2:00 PM 

Thursdays- Emmaus Reunion Group 12:00 PM 

Fridays- Al Anon 12:00 PM 

WEDNESDAYS 
 

5:15 PM - Fellowship Meal 
5:30 PM - Worship in FH 

6:00 PM - Kaler Bells 

6:00 PM - Financial Peace 

7:00 PM - Chancel Choir 

 

Children & Youth 
 

4:30 PM - Preschool Praise 

4:30 PM - Ring On! Hand Chime 
Choir for Grades 3-5 

5:45 PM - Wesley Singers  

For Grades K-5 

5:45 PM - Youth 

FALL PROGRAMMING 

Christmas Day Dinner - WILL NOT HAPPEN - Without NEW volunteers to take over. 
 
We know, Christmas seems far away, but our annual Christmas Day Dinner is in jeopardy. 
For decades, Pat and Dick Goodwin and friends provided the dinner.  Then Paula and Brian Cooper took 
over the cooking of the turkeys (which must be done in the days leading up to Christmas) while Bill and 
Kay Motto organized, cooked for, supervised, hosted and cleaned up after the event on Christmas Day.  
Last year, the Martinez family graciously took over the event. 
None of the people named above are able to organize the dinner in 2019.  Which means: 
we are looking for new volunteers to take over this event.   
 
The Christmas Day dinner is a ton of work AND a ton of joy!  Organizing the dinner means planning, shop-
ping for, cooking, serving and cleaning up after the meal which serves from 100 to 150 people.  
While everyone who attends the meal brings a side dish,  
the organizers are responsible for preparing and serving several cooked turkeys, mashed pota-
toes, gravy, stuffing, green bean casserole, rolls, drinks and condiments to serve 150.  The church 
pays for the food, but the organizers should expect to spend the entire day at church on Christmas Day, as 
well as preparing much of the food in the days preceding the holiday.     
 
If you have attended the Christmas Dinner in the past, you know what a joyous occasion it is.   Church folk 
and community members become family as those who would otherwise be alone gather to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ.  It is a huge undertaking, but one that blesses both the organizers and those they 
serve.  If God is calling YOU to be the new Christmas Dinner Organizer, please contact PASTOR LAIRD.  
We need to make a decision by the end of October regarding the continuation of Christmas Day Dinner.   
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DO YOU GET OUR WEEKLY  
E-MAILS?   

 

To subscribe:  
Call the church office OR 
  

Email us at  
 firstroswell@gmail.com  

  

See what’s going on...this week @ 
church! 

 It’s been a while, but Fall is here and it’s time for 
some “Messy” Fun!  We will have food, games, wor-
ship, music!  Save the date - Saturday, October 19th 
from 4:00 to 6:00 pm!   
 Anyone wanting to help, call Stella Martinez in the 
office at 575-622-1881.  

UP-COMING! 
 September 16 - Busy Mothers Support Group 

 September 17 - Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 September 19 - NO ZUMBA 

 September 20 - Lay Servant Ministry Basic   
      Course 

 September 25 - Right Path Community Health   
      Screening 

 September 29 - 5th Sunday 

 September 29 - Youth Event TBD 

 October 6 - Church Conference  District  
  Superintendent, Ernie Vineyard Preaching 

 October 17 - Women’s Bible Study Begins 
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E-MAIL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

NWT. Conf. Bishop:  Rev. W. Earle Bledsoe 

bishopbledsoe@nmconfum.com 
 

Dist. Superintendent:   Rev. Ernie Vineyard 
erniev5876@gmail.com 

 

FUMC E-mail 
firstroswell@gmail.com 

 
 

Rev. Tina Cross 
tinamariecross@gmail.com 

 

Rev. Laird Cross 
lairdcross@gmail.com 

 

 Program Media Coordinator 
Stella Martinez 

fumcpublications@gmail.com 
 

Youth Director Intern 
Josh Stephenson 

joshstephnson@yahoo.com 
 

Director of Operations - Don Armstrong 
operations.fumc@gmail.com 

 

Facilities Coordinator 
Kelly Cockrell 

bigredheadfed@yahoo.com 
 
 

Office Manager - Kay Motto 
churchmomkay@gmail.com 

 

Finance Administrator - David Gray 
1stumcfinance@gmail.com 

 

Music Director -  Steve Thorp 
stevethorp@live.com 

 

Organist - Michelle Olson 
molsonpianist@hotmail.com  

 

Cowboy Bell Secretary -  Kati Yates 
1stumcbell@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

Cowboy Bell  
 

In Memory of Jeff Stroble 
 By: Bill and Kay Owen 
In Memory of BJ Johnson 
 By: Andrew Miller 

In Memory of Dr. Thorlief Ludvig 
 Stangebye 
 By: Bill and Kay Owen 
In Memory of Nita Weatherford  
 Edwards 
 By: Kathy Marley 
In Memory of Dee Jeffers 
 By: Judy Armstrong 
 By: Gerald Harrington 
In Memory of Sam Merkel 
 By: Analee Craft 
In Memory of Jeaneen McIntosh 
 By: Carolyn Ballard 
In Memory of John Walter Qualls 
 By: Bill and Kay Owen 
In Memory of Dorothy Straley 

 By: Brad Houston 
In Memory of Joe Phillips 
 By: Maggie Phillips 
In Memory of Randy Dana 
 By: Bill and Kay Owen 
In Memory of Justin Coon 
 By:  Bill Bonham 
In Memory of Inez Robertson 
 By:  Bill Bonham 
 

General Memorials 
 
In Memory of Dee Jeffers 
 By:  Eileen Grevey 
  

In Honor of Margaret Kincaid 
 (100th Birthday) 
 By: Cynthia Harper 
  

In Memory of Jim Ballard’s BD 
 (For Ring On!) 
 By: Carolyn Ballard 

FUMC Acknowledges the  following memorials: 

October 3 

Bring your bible to 

School Day! 

 We are so blessed to be led in worship 

by flutist Brittnye Lamb. She moved to Ro-

swell in the summer of 2011 after graduat-

ing from Ohio State University. She's played 

the flute for over 20 years and is currently a 

part of the Roswell Flute Ensemble. She 

works as a District Controller for Sodexo 

covering NM, AZ, and southern CO. In her free time she enjoys 

traveling to see friends and family, volunteering in Chaves Coun-

ty, currently the President of the Chaves County Cancer Fund, 

and playing her flute of course. She grew up in Silver City, NM, 

and was raised in the First United Methodist Church there. And 

yes, you may have seen her before. She was the nursery at-

tendant at FUMC Roswell when she first moved here! She will 

bless us once again on Sunday with her beautiful music.  

“FLUTIFUL” BLESSING” 

@firstroswell 
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It’s Simple! 

Make donations on a scheduled, automatic basis.  

You don’t need to worry if you are out of town.   

Pick up an authorization form from the church office.  

The Come & Grow class recently purchased a sim-

ple DVD player for the use of our members in rehab 

or nursing homes. Now we need movies to go with it! 

If you are ready to part with some of your old DVD 

movies, please bring them to the church office for 

our new movie library.  

TITHES & OFFERINGS 


