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Worshiping Together   Palm Sunday – March 28, 2021 

Psalm 95:1-7; Hebrews 13:7-16        Series: 40 Days of Community 
 

Psalm 95:1-7 

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation! 
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise 
to him with songs of praise! 
3 For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are 
his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have 
formed. 
6 O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our 
Maker! 
7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of 
his hand. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
 

 
Well, what a wonderful, full, and worshipful service we’ve already had 
this morning.  Knowing that a big part of our Palm Sunday celebration was 
rightly going to be focused on the commissioning of our Stephen Ministers, 
I have a relatively short sermon for you as we near the end of our Lenten 
Sermon Series on 40 Days in Community.   
 
Our topic for this morning is Worshiping Together.  And, if you have a 
Bible, either in print form or digital form, I want to invite you to open it to 
the New Testament Letter to the Hebrews.  Our 2nd Scripture reading 
this morning is from Hebrews 13 starting at verse 7.  Though we don’t know 
who wrote this letter, clues in the letter tell us that the writer was a faithful 
believer in Jesus and a friend of the apostle Timothy.  The letter was likely 
written somewhere in Italy in the late part of the 1st Century.  And, its 
message was meant to strengthen the commitment of a community of early 
Christians who were clearly struggling to stay faithful to the call of Christ.   
 
So, as part of our shared worship this morning, let’s listen to the first part of 
this message of encouragement from God through this faithful author.   
 
Hebrews 13:7-9:  
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“7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be carried 
away by all kinds of strange teachings; for it is well for the heart to be 
strengthened by grace, not by regulations about food, which have not 
benefited those who observe them.”  We’ll pause there and come back to 
this text in a few minutes.   
 
When St. Augustine wrote his Treatises of Christian Doctrine in 
the 4th Century, he described baptism as “an outward and visible sign of an 
inward and invisible grace.”  Augustine knew that it’s not the water of 
baptism on the outside of our bodies that saves us.  It’s the grace of God 
that transforms us inwardly that leads to our salvation.  Then, that 
invisible, internal experience of God’s transforming love motivates the 
believer to the outward, visible action of submitting ourselves or our 
children to the public, visible expression of baptism.  What is seen on the 
outside expresses what is changed and embraced on the inside.   
  
What Augustine said of baptism is also true of Christian worship.  True, 
authentic Christian worship begins with inward experiences that 
lead to outward expressions.     
 
Probably, when we think of worship, we think mostly about the visible 
activity of it: making music together, giving or serving together, gathering 
for a service together, or having devotional time in reading or prayer.  And, 
those are all parts of worship.  But, that’s really not where true worship 
begins.  
 
True worship, said Jesus in the gospels, is first and foremost a matter of the 
heart.  As an example, in Matthew 15, we read about a time when Jesus 
confronted the scribes and Pharisees because of their mistaken beliefs 
about worship traditions.   To correct them, Jesus quoted the Prophet 
Isaiah, who expressed God’s concern over the disconnect between the 
inward condition of people’s hearts and the outward expression of their 
worship.  To the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus said this:  
 
7 You hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied rightly about you when he said: 
8 ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 
9 in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’” 
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As Jesus said, no matter how much effort we might put into outward 
expressions of worship, if our hearts are far from God, our worship efforts 
amount to vanity and little else.  And, as our passage from Hebrews 
declared, “it is well for the heart to be strengthened by grace.”   
 
Each Palm Sunday, we remember back to an event that might be 
described in similar ways.  The Bible tells us that, as Jesus rode the donkey 
into Jerusalem at the start of the Passover festival, the crowds came out to 
offer him worship.  They spread their cloaks on the road before him to 
honor him.  They waved palm branches to forecast his victory.  They 
shouted hosannas joyfully together, “Blessed is the king who comes in the 
name of the Lord!”  
 
But, days later, as Jesus was put on trial and arrested, beaten and crucified, 
those same worshipers had all but disappeared.  The hosannas were 
silenced and the palm branches turned to ash.  Why?  I think that many of 
the people’s hearts were far from God’s plan, God’s will, and the true 
mission and nature of God’s Son.  So, when their candidate for triumphant 
king and national messiah went to the cross, they were quick to reject the 
kind of Christ he had actually come to be.  Their self-centered hearts 
weren’t ready for a humble king.  They weren’t ready for a messiah who 
would die for the whole world rather than just for one tribe of people.  They 
couldn’t embrace a Christ who loved and forgave their enemies rather than 
wiping their enemies out.  But, that’s our King – King of kings and Lord of 
lords – unlike any other god who ever has been or ever will be.   
 
John’s gospel tells us clearly that even Jesus’ disciples didn’t get what was 
going on until after Jesus was raised from the dead.  And, only then were 
they able to look back at the events and expressions of Palm Sunday and 
begin to grasp in their hearts and minds what was really going on.  
 
In many ways, Palm Sunday is an example to us of how not to worship.  We 
shouldn’t put the cart before the colt, so to speak.  We should be cautious 
expressing worship outwardly if our hearts are far from God inwardly.   
 
So, I want to ask you this morning if you’re worshiping God because of who 
God truly is.  Not just because of what you hope God can do for you.  Is 
your heart far from God or near to God?   
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As we heard last week, we are to draw near to God with our whole heart.   
Not just the God we want God to be for us, but the God who truly is God – 
the God who came as the Humble King, the Sacrificial Lamb, and the 
Father of Mercies.   
 
True, authentic Christian worship begins with inward experiences that lead 
to outward expressions.  And, as Jesus taught, what begins inwardly with 
our hearts is also shared by the experience of our spirits and our minds.   
 
Part of that teaching is found in Chapter 4 of John’s Gospel where Jesus 
spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well.  As they talked about worship, 
the Lord told the woman about the kind of worshipers God is truly looking 
for.  He said to her, “The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks 
such as these to worship Him.  God is spirit, and those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24) 

 
Well, I want to be one of those true worshipers Jesus talked about, rather 
than a false worshiper that I assume is the opposite.  I assume you all feel 
the same.  So, what does it mean to worship in spirit and truth?   
 
Well, I think the relationship refers to the partnership between God and us 
in creating the inward experience for true worship.  As Jesus said, God is 
spirit, and the spirit God has given to each of us is that mysterious part of 
each of us that resonates with the presence of God’s Spirit deep within us.  
The good news is that God’s Spirit takes the initiative to connect with our 
spirit.  The Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, breaking our 
hearts and making our spirits contrite before God.  The Spirit leads us to 
truth, strengthening the mind’s understanding of God.  The Spirit 
advocates for us, comforts us, gives us gifts, restores us, and enlivens us, 
which mends our broken hearts and redeems them for salvation.   
 
So, when God’s spirit connects with our spirit, we desire truth to know God 
more.  So, we naturally seek to be transformed by the renewing of our 
minds.  We follow the guidance we heard in Hebrews 13 – we remember 
our leaders and consider in our minds their way of life and its outcome.  
We’re not carried away by strange teaching but instead hold fast to the 
truth they taught us from God’s word. 
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We trust that a right understanding about God in our minds strengthens a 
right valuing of God in our hearts.   As John Piper says, “When we know 
Him truly, we treasure Him duly.”  Or, as the version we really know from 
Godspell says, “When we see him more clearly, we love him more dearly 
and follow him more nearly, day by day.”  
 
All of this makes me thankful for the many ways I see so many of you 
dedicating time to strengthening your minds for worship.  When you read 
your Bibles and get to know God’s word, you know God more truly.  When 
you sit under biblical preaching and teaching, you learn to see God more 
clearly and love Him more dearly.  When folks like our book study groups 
and the Stephen Ministers spend time together learning about the true 
character and nature of God, your invisible, inward experience of God’s 
grace is preparing you for that visible, outward expression of worship.   
 
And one more time I’ll say that true, authentic Christian worship begins 
with inward experiences that lead to outward expressions. 
 
So, we come to the outward expressions.  And, let me close with just a 
couple of thoughts on those forms of worship.   
 
Verses 15-16 of our text from Hebrews 13 say this, “15 Through him, 
then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 
 
As the writer reminds us in that first verse, true worship is expressed 
in part with words of praise and confession.  Words of praise are 
spoken when we tell stories of God’s goodness and power in our lives.  That 
can happen together in here or in simple conversations with a friend over a 
meal or a cup of coffee.  They’re spoken when we thank God in prayer or 
sing songs of praise and worship, whether we do that together here or in 
our homes or our cars as we drive from place to place.   
 
Similarly, words of confession become worship to God when we’re honest 
about our sinfulness and need of His mercy.  Or maybe our lips will confess 
the name of Jesus openly and confidently in a conversation with someone 
else.  That can be worship – standing up for Jesus against those who 
dishonor him or bearing witness to the fruit of Jesus’ transforming 
influence in our lives.   
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This is how Psalm 95 instructed us to worship in our Old Testament 
reading.  “O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the 
rock of our salvation!  O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel 
before the Lord, our Maker!” 
 
Now, we may not understand how all of this works fully.  We may not sing 
perfectly or defend the gospel as well as we should.  But, there is power 
when, together, we draw near to God with sincere hearts and a true inward 
desire to outwardly express our love for the Lord.   
  
In 1970, when C.S. Lewis was asked about his early experiences of 
Christian worship, he offered this reflection.  “When I first became a 
Christian, about fourteen years ago, I thought that I could do it on my own, 
by retiring to my rooms and reading theology, and I wouldn’t go to the 
churches and Gospel Halls; . . . I disliked very much their hymns, which I 
considered to be fifth-rate poems set to sixth-rate music.  
But as I went on I saw the great merit of it. I came up against 
different people of quite different outlooks and different education, and 
then gradually my conceit just began peeling off. I realized that the hymns 
(which were just sixth-rate music) were, nevertheless, being sung with 
devotion and benefit by an old saint in elastic-side boots in the opposite 
pew, and then you realize that you aren’t fit to clean those boots.”   
C.S. Lewis, Answers to Questions on Christianity, 1970 
 
For Lewis, the experience of hearing corporate words of praise such with 
devotion led to personal words of confession spoken with conviction, and 
true worship was the result for the rest of C.S. Lewis’ life.  Let’s not 
underestimate the powerful ways God can work in someone’s heart when 
we worship together in spirit and in truth.   
 
And finally, true worship is expressed in part with acts of love and 
sacrifice.  
 
That idea is expressed in verse 16 of Hebrews 13.  We’re reminded not to 
“neglect to do good and to share what we have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.”  The sacrifices of love and stewardship are part of our 
worship. 
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If you’ve been paying attention to the news the past couple of weeks, you’ll 
know the name Beeple.   Beeple’s real name is Mike Winklemann, and 
Mike’s a digital artist who recently became a multimillionaire through the 
$69 Million sale of a piece of his digital art.  The piece, called “Everydays – 
The First 5,000 Days,” is a composite of 14 years-worth of daily artworks by 
Beeple.  And thanks to the Christie’s auction house and the winning bidder, 
it’s now the 3rd most expensive piece ever sold by a living artist.  
An editorial writer reflecting on why the bidding went so high said that the 
bidders were people “who love buying their art in public [to show off who] 
can have the most conventional taste at the highest price.”   
 
That’s not Christian worship, but it is worship.  Certainly, someone has to 
love something about Beeple’s art to spend $69 Million dollars on it.  And, 
they must see something in that art or the benefits of owning it to be willing 
to sacrifice so much money to have it.  It’s simply an example of people 
giving worth to what they value.  And, in Christian worship, it’s not that 
much different.  We give love to what we value.  We make sacrifices for 
what we value.   
  
As we’ve learned before, the word worship comes from the Old English 
word “woerthship.”  It just means assigning worth or value to something or 
someone.  And, in Christian worship, we assign ultimate worth to 
the Triune God of Father, Son and Holy spirit.  As John Piper says, 
true worship puts the supreme worth of God on display.   
 
We can worship that way by believing.  That’s good.  The Bible tells us to do 
that 272 times.  We could worship by praying.  That’s good, too.  The Bible 
suggests that 271 times.  Even closer to this point, we’re told to love over 
500 times in the Bible, and it’s focus of the Great Commandment given to 
us by Jesus.  But, to be really specific about how we worship with acts of 
love and sacrifice, we need to look at the word “give.”  Giving in the Bible 
appears well over 1,000 times and may be the single most important part in 
the way we worship together.  Why?  Well, because giving has been God’s 
primary way of expressing our worth to Him.  “God so loved the world that 
He gave... gave His only Son so that everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have everlasting life!”   
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My fellow worshipers, I have good news for you today.  In Jesus, God has 
declared our worth.  The inward grace of God’s Spirit and mind and 
heart led to the outward expression of His love in the giving of His only Son 
as a sacrifice of love for your salvation and the salvation of the world.  And 
the inward embrace of that truth ought to stir us on to the outward 
expressions of worship that express to one another the all-surpassing worth 
of our great and gracious God.   
 
So, how will we worship together?  We should worship in loving, 
grateful, sacrificial response to the God who has assigned worth to us 
beyond what we could ever return or pay back.  So, let us draw near to God 
with sincere hearts.  Let’s treasure God above all else, because where our 
treasure is, there will our heart be also. 
 
 
 
 
 
CHARGE ILLUSTRATION: Balloons!  
 
 
 
 
 
 


