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John 14:1-14 - Jesus the Way to the Father 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 

may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas 

said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know[d] my 

Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 

me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 

me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 

but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, 

I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do 

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If 

in my name you ask me[e] for anything, I will do it. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26660b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26665d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26672e
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*********************************************************** 

Why is there a San Francisco? Well, it's because there was once a man named 

Francis of Assisi, and he inspired so much generosity and love that people named 

cities after him. And he did this because he was impacted by the life of a man 

named Jesus. Why is there a San José? Because once there was a man named 

Joseph, and his life intersected with a man named Jesus. Why is there a 

Sacramento? Well, it's because a man named Jesus once had a meal with His 

friend to commemorate this amazing idea that God is a God of suffering love. And 

this meal became a holy thing, a sacrament. You can't look at map without being 

reminded of this man named Jesus.  

The impact of His life is so deep that His birth remains the single most celebrated 

birth throughout the world and it's hard to even guess who would be number 

two. His life is so impactful, He changed the world so much that the instrument on 

which His enemies killed him, a cross, which we sometimes forget was a means a 

of execution, marks more graves, adorns more jewelry, is now the single most 

recognizable symbol in the world.  

Who was this man?  

His movement keeps growing, even though those of us who follow Him are often 

woefully inadequate.  
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A great historian, Jerislav Pelikan, from Yale put it like this: "Regardless of what 

anyone may personally think or believe about Him, Jesus of Nazareth has been the 

dominant figure in the history of western culture for almost twenty centuries. If it 

were possible, with some sort of super-magnet, to pull up out of that history every 

scrap of metal bearing at least a trace of His name, how much would be left?"  

And you must ask yourself, forget about religion or claims of divinity, just consider 

Him simply as a person, who was born and lived and died. Look honestly and 

without prejudice at His impact upon our world.  

You have to ask, “Who was this man?”  

Now, the world that Jesus experienced, the ancient world, was a world very 

different than ours and we all live in a world that has been shaped by Him. So, for 

the next few moments, I invite you to marvel with me about the impact of the 

greatest world-changer.  

I think too often we argue about Christianity instead of marveling at Jesus. I want 

to start by stating the obvious - it would be hard to choose a less likely candidate 

to change the world. Jesus never did any of the things we associate with such a 

master.  

 He didn’t hold an office, He didn’t lead a nation, He didn’t lead an army, He didn’t 

fight a battle, He didn’t travel much, never wrote a book. His followers appeared 

to be remarkably unimportant. The New Testament documents them as 

“unschooled, ordinary men.”  
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And yet, two thousand years later, what Pelikan wrote is simply true. We simply 

cannot imagine our world apart from Him. 

To begin with, Jesus gave the world its most influential movement. Try to 

imagine a world with no church. No Notre Dame, no St. Paul’s, no store front 

churches in Watts, no house churches in China or Iran. And then all the people. 

Imagine a world with no Peter, no Paul, no Augustine, no Aquinas, no Mother 

Teresa, no Martin Luther, No Martin Luther King, no Dietrich Bonhoeffer, No John 

Milton, John Wesley, John Calvin, John Bunyan, John, the Baptist.  

About this community the Apostle Paul wrote in Colossians: “Here, in this 

community, there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and in all.”  

People of every gender, every nationality, every status altogether. Where before 

the church was there a movement that actively sought to include every human 

being, regardless of ethnicity, status, wealth, or gender to be loved and 

transformed? That was His idea! That was His community.  

I’m not saying that apart from Jesus there never would’ve been a vision of 

humanity as family. I’m saying as a matter of historical reality, it began with a 

poverty-stricken, crucified carpenter.  

Who was this man?  
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He changed how we think about history. In our day we kind of expect to see 

progress. Researchers survey people and ask, “Do you expect there to be some 

kind of a better life in the next generation than in the last one?”  

A lot of you know about this, but nobody in the ancient world would’ve asked 

that question. Most cultures thought of existence simply in terms of cycles and 

endless repetition, back and forth, up and down. Events were dated by rulers who 

held.  Year one of the reign of Augustus and so on. But over time the power of 

each Caesar’s grip on human imagination faded, while another vision, the vision 

of this strange carpenter grew more compelling.  

And by the sixth century a Scythian monk proposed the new calendar centered 

not on the founding of Rome, but on the birth of this man. You all understand the 

creation of this calendar was not just a chronological convenience, it was an idea, 

it was a claim that life is not a random cycle, but has a meaning that is leading 

somewhere, and it was a claim that somehow the critical moment in the history 

of humanity is the birth of this Jewish carpenter.  

Now Jesus lived and died, and Caesar never heard a hint of His existence. But 

Jesus was called by one of His followers very early on “The Lord of Lords” and 

“The King of Kings”. That’s a phrase we tend to hear and just glide over, but it’s 

not just poetry. It’s a claim.  
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Take all the kings, all the power brokers, all the CEO’s, put them into one room, 

Jesus is King over them. He’s not just King, He’s King of Kings, He’s Lord of Lords. 

Now in the first century, while they still had only a tiny number of followers such 

a claim seemed laughable. If you were around then, and you had to bet on whose 

influence would last longer - Jesus or the Roman Empire - you would not put your 

money on the carpenter and his motley crew.  

Two thousand years after His birth, any time any human being anywhere on the 

planet looks at the date, we’re reminded daily that Jesus Christ has become the 

hinge of history, that Nero died in the “year of our Lord 68”, that Napoleon died 

in the “year of our Lord 1821”, that Joseph Stalin died in the “year of our Lord 

1953”. Maybe Jesus was not “Lord of Lords” and “King of Kings” but how strange 

that now every ruler who ever reigned, every nation that rises and falls must be 

dated in reference to the life of Jesus.  

Who was this Man?  

Jesus shaped how we express compassion. And again, this is not widely thought 

about or understood in our world, we’re just thinking about Jesus, the world-

changer, today. Even put aside claims of divinity.  

Now all human beings have a capacity for compassion, but Jesus shaped this in 

ways that we often don’t recognize. In ancient Greece, in Rome, it was generally 

the beautiful, the noble, the strong, who were admired. The rich might give 

money for public works, but it was a way to show the rich man’s greatness, 

sometimes called “monumentalism”.  
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The weak and the marginal were not generally valued. A first century Roman 

philosopher named Seneca wrote, “We drown children at birth when they are 

weak or abnormal.” This wasn’t considered embarrassing or something to be 

hidden, this is simply how the world was viewed.  

In the ancient world, a child could be left to die if it was the wrong gender. In the 

ancient world there were about 1.3 or 1.4 million boys for every one million girls. 

What happened to the extra three or four hundred thousand girls? They were left 

to die because they were the wrong gender.  There are parts of the world in 

which this still happens.  

But these followers of Jesus remembered that He said, “Let the little children 

come to me,” and they took in abandoned children. And thus began the practice 

of what we call “godparents,” who would take over if the physical parents of a 

child died, which happened a lot in the ancient world.  

And then orphanages grew. People would begin to leave children in a monastic 

community instead of on an ash heap someplace. These changes were so 

powerful that one book about them is simply called “When Children Became 

People - The Birth of Childhood in Early Christianity.”  

Widows, who were taxed in the Roman Empire for surviving past their husbands 

because they were considered a drag on the economy, were taken in and cared 

for by the church . . . which remembered Jesus when He was dying, telling John to 

care for His mother.  
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In the first three centuries of the church there were two major epidemics that 

destroyed about a third of entire populations. One ancient writer says that it 

created such a panic in the general population that at the first onset of the 

disease, they pushed sufferers away and fled from their duress, throwing them 

into roads before they were dead and treating unburied corpses as dirt, hoping 

thereby to avert the spread and contagiousness of the fatal disease. 

 But people in the strange little community called the church would bring in sick 

folks they did not know and to whom they were not related and care for them at 

risk of their own health, because this Jesus, whom they followed, cared for lepers 

and the blind and the deaf and the lame.  

By the fourth century, what was essentially the first hospital was begun by a 

follower of Jesus named Benedict. By the sixth century, monasteries would 

commonly have hospitals attached to them. Over time this idea that we ought to 

have compassion for everybody who is weak, or suffering began to take root 

more broadly.  

At the Geneva Convention, an organization was started to alleviate human 

suffering. Its symbol is a large cross on its flag known as the “Red Cross.” When 

you hear of groups with names like “Salvation Army” or “World Vision” or the 

“YMCA” or “Good Will” or “Easter Seals” or “Habitat for Humanity” or “Food for 

the Hungry”, when you go to hospitals and they have names like “Good 

Shepherd” or “The Good Samaritan” or “St. Anthony’s”,  or “Mercy” or “Mother 

Joseph,” you see the touch of Jesus.  
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The autistic, the downsyndromed, the disabled, the mentally ill, the broken – 

these were viewed by our ancestors and the ancient world as burdens to be.  But 

one scholar put it like this: “If you ask what is Jesus’ influence on medicine and 

compassion, I would suggest that wherever you have an institution of self-giving 

for the lowly – schools, hospitals, hospices, orphanages for those who will never 

be able to repay, this probably has its roots in the movement of Jesus.”  

How would you even try to change the world like that?  Who was this man?  

The Jesus movement shaped education. Humans have always loved to learn. But 

in the ancient Greco-Roman world, education was mainly reserved for male 

children of wealthy families. But this odd little community, the church, 

remembered they followed a man who taught everybody, and whose final great 

commandment to them was to go and teach everyone, so they began to teach 

men and women, enslaved and free.  

By the fourth century, some of Jesus’ followers entered monastic communities 

and for many centuries these were essentially the only institutions of Europe for 

the preservation of learning, not just of biblical text but the great pagan classical 

text, and then churches began to build schools. And then the church began 

universities – University of Paris, and Oxford and Cambridge came early on and 

eventually Harvard and Yale. 

The motto of Oxford University is “Dominus Illuminati Mea” - the Lord is my Light.  
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92% of all colleges and universities started in the US before the civil war were 

founded in His name. With the reformation came the idea that every individual 

ought to be able to read the bible, which was probably the primary igniter for the 

dream of universal literacy.  

In 1647 America, the first law to require public funding for mass education was 

called the “Old Deluder Satan Act” of Massachusetts. They said education honors 

God because it enables human beings to think God’s thoughts after them.  

There was a time when the followers of Jesus, more than anybody else, who said 

we ought to be willing to give money so that education could benefit the common 

good.  

Alfred North Whitehead, one of the most dominant thinkers of the twentieth 

century said when he was asked, “What made it possible for science to emerge,” 

his answer was:  

“The medieval insistence of the rationality of God. And folks in the history of 

science say it’s not an accident that modern science, as we know it, emerged when 

it did, and one of the ingredients that was required for it was a world view that 

was quite different from the prominent ancient world view, that the world is not a 

meaningless cyclical random event. . . that the universe is orderly, because it was 

made by an orderly God, and it will reward orderly investigation.” 
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This is not to say that science would not have arisen otherwise, but another 

scholar puts it like this: “The fact is science is an organized, sustained enterprise 

that arose only once in human history, in Europe in the civilization then called 

Christendom.”  

The greatest explosion of technology in the Middle Ages was in Christian monastic 

communities. Mechanical clocks were invented because monks needed to know 

when to pray. We first hear of eyeglasses in a sermon because monks needed to 

pour over text.  

Don Perignon was actually the name of a Benedictine monk who contributed to 

the production of champagne because there were no Baptists to tell him it was a 

sin to drink it. The alphabet of the Slavs is called Cyrillic. They had no written 

alphabet and so a follower of Jesus named Cyril created one for them so that they 

would be able to read the bible. 

In nation after nation, Christian missionaries found languages that had not yet 

been committed to writing.  And in acts of stupendous heroism, they set about to 

that task. In many cases the first effort of the scientific study of languages was 

from Christian missionaries. They complied the first dictionaries, they wrote the 

first grammars, they developed the first alphabets.  

The first important proper name written in more languages than any other name 

was the name of this man, Jesus. The gospels are translated into more than 2,200 

languages. No other book is translated into one fifth that many.  
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Who was this man?  

The Jesus movement revolutionized art. Without Jesus there’s no Dante, whose 

divine comedy largely shaped modern Italy, there’s no Martin Luther whose 

German bible largely shaped modern Germany, there’s no King James bible which 

along with Shakespeare largely shaped modern England, no Johannes Bach who 

signed all his works to “the Glory of God”, no Hallelujah chorus, no Mozart 

Requiem, no Gregorian Chant.  

Modern music notation was an invention of the medieval church, so that worship 

could spread, no Sistine chapel, no da Vinci Last Supper, no Justin Bieber 

Christmas album. There simply has been no transcendent vision of reality, no 

cosmic story that has gripped the artistic imagination with its weight and 

substance like the vision of Jesus.  

The Jesus movement changed political theory. Jesus said one day “Give to Caesar 

what belongs to Caesar and give to God what belongs to God.”  Jesus said one day 

“My kingdom is not of this world.”  And this had become one of the most 

influential statements in political history and theory. In the ancient world, it was 

assumed that the state had the franchise on religion.  

Religion was part of what would hold empires together. There was no 

terminology like “state church” in the ancient world because there was no 

thought of any other kind.  
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One scholar says in the ancient world people didn’t talk about believing in God; 

they talked about having God. And then came this man who said, “My kingdom is 

not of this world.”  

And from Augustine to Martin Luther to John Locke developed this notion of 

limited government, that even kings will answer to a higher power, that the state 

should not run religion or vice versa. As a matter of fact, the church generally 

follows Jesus worse when it has a lot of political power than when it has minimal 

political power.  

Jesus changed how we think about human rights and dignity. We all know these 

words: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

and have been endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights.”   

Now, that’s an idea. It’s a whole package of ideas.  But where’d they come from? 

Because it was not self-evident in the ancient world, it was not self-evident to 

Nero, that all are created equal.  

Now you often hear people say, “I believe in a God of love”. That too is an idea, 

but where’d that come from? Nobody in the ancient world said, “I love Zeus.” 

Nobody said, “I love Baal” or “I love Molech.” These ideas needed to have an 

origin someplace. Jesus brought from little Israel to the rest of the world a new 

way to think about God and His love. 
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Once there was a man who told stories that God was like a father who was racked 

by tormented love for even his most wayward son, his most prodigal child. And 

now that has serious implications for how we think about human beings.  

So, it is written, “There is neither Jew not Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus”.  Thomas Cahill writes “This is the first 

expression of egalitarianism in human history. Often, supposedly Christian 

individuals and nations violate this. But the power of Jesus’ teaching has this 

subversive way of refusing to stay submerged. It’s part of what makes Him such a 

dangerous person. And it’s part of why reformed movements, like abolition, were 

often so overwhelmingly led by followers of this man.” 

Jesus uniquely taught love of enemies. The idea that you’re to love your enemy is 

not a natural, human idea. What was admired in the ancient world was helping 

your friends and harming your enemies.  

But there once was a man who said, “Turn the other cheek. Go with them two 

miles. Love your enemies. Bless those who persecute you.” And those weren’t just 

words. As He died, and His death would change the world, He said about those 

who were executing Him, “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they 

are doing.” His followers remembered this.  

 

 



Who Is This Man? 
 
 

 15 

We’re told by one ancient writer, “Mockery of every sort was added to their 

deaths. They were torn by dogs and perished, were nailed to crosses, and doomed 

to the flames. Nero would take followers of Jesus and cover them with pitch and 

use them as human torches to light gladiator games.” And this went on and off 

for three centuries. And their response was not to dream of revenge, or start an 

armed revolt, but to love and pray for Nero.  

How are you going to stop people like that? How did the world change?  

This unique association of Jesus with “love for enemies” is so strong, that 

historian, Princeton scholar, Hannah Arendt, who herself was not a believer in 

Jesus wrote, “The discoverer of the role of forgiveness in the realm of human 

affairs was Jesus of Nazareth.”  

Who was this man?  

He inspired a man named Tolstoy. Tolstoy’s book, Resurrection, inspired a lawyer 

named Gandhi to start a movement of reconciliation. In fact, the last letter 

Tolstoy wrote aside to his family, was to Gandhi, to praise this self-sacrificing love 

of Christ.  

In the most famous speech of the twentieth century, Martin Luther King told us 

about a dream, “I have a dream, a dream of a world that is not yet but will one 

day be, where people are defined not by the color of their skin but by the content 

of their character.”  
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It was not a secular dream; it was a dream of a picture that the old prophets used 

to call “Shalom” that Jesus talked about as the Kingdom of God, which through 

Him had now come into the world. It was inspired by the one that Martin Luther 

King followed, by the Jesus whose name and life draws us here today.  

You see, the real question is not “Who was this man?”  

The real question is “Who IS this man?”  

And I will tell you who He is. He is the hinge of history, He is the hope of the 

oppressed, He is the inspiration of the despairing, He is the King of Kings, He is the 

Lord of Lords, He is the greatest teacher that ever lived, the greatest mind that 

ever thought, He offered the greatest gift ever given and launched the greatest 

movement ever known.  

He alone mastered life, He alone conquered death, He alone overcame sin, He 

alone grows more present with every passing year. He is the Son of God, He is the 

Glory of humankind, the crucified carpenter of Nazareth, He is the Hope of the 

nations, and the Savior of the world. That’s who this man is!!! 
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Let’s pray: 

Wow!  Jesus, Your transforming and lasting impact astounds us.  For years we 

took for granted the way Your story continues to meet us on our life paths. Thank 

you for your every word you spoke and the way it changed the world that was.  

We will use these same words to encourage and share your story with others. Let 

us be inspired by how your truth exist around us and that we can’t escape you no 

matter the direction we turn. 

We love you and we praise you for the way you changed this world into a much 

better place for everyone. In Your holy and beautiful name, Lord Jesus. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

Charge and Benediction: 

And as you leave this building, remember how Jesus has molded and changed this 

world.  How, as a follower, you can also change this world.   Share with others 

that the Hope of the nations, and the Savior of the world is Jesus Christ. You can’t 

escape Him. 

 

And may the love of Christ, which surpasses all understanding, fill you with peace 

and hope as you take on this next week.  Go! 
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