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“Sharing Good News Together”   February 28, 2021 
Zechariah 8:20-23; Philippians 1:27-30         Series: 40 Days of Community 
 
Zechariah 8:20-23 
20 Thus says the Lord of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of 
many cities; 21 the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, 
“Come, let us go to entreat the favor of the Lord, and to seek the Lord of 
hosts; I myself am going.” 22 Many peoples and strong nations shall come 
to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of 
the Lord. 23 Thus says the Lord of hosts: In those days ten men from 
nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew, grasping his garment 
and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.” 
 

 
Sermon series slide 
 
Did you catch all that?  I think the speaker in that video from The Veracity 
Project must be the son of John Moschitta, the fast-talking guy from 
the old FedEx commercials, in case you remember those.   
 
Whether or not you were able to absorb the whole presentation, the last two 
sentences gave the conclusion.  And, since it relates to our topic for this 
morning, it bears repeating... maybe just a little more slowly this time.   
 
“Christians are commanded to live a life worthy of the calling which 
irrefutably includes things like giving reasons and answers for our hope and 
engaging in the conversation about Christ.  So, this idea that you never have 
to speak out about your faith and all you have to do is live a good life and 
people will catch on has been debunked!” 
 
Part of what I like about that message from the video is that it provides 
application of the New Testament passage I want to share with you this 
morning.  We are to lives worthy of the calling we’ve been given and the 
message we’ve received.  What does God’s word say about that?  Well, let’s 
look at our passage from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the 1st Century 
Christians in Roman colony of Philippi.  In chapter 1 at verse 27, Paul 
wrote: 
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27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind 
for the faith of the gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated by your 
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing.  
29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of 
believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30 since you are 
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.   
 
This is the word of the Lord for us on this last Sunday in February 2021.  
Thanks be to God.   
 
Throughout this season of Lent, we’re in a sermon series called 40 Days of 
Community.  And, in these weeks leading up to Easter, we’re seeking 
answers to this question of purpose: What on earth are we here for?  What 
is the purpose of the community of the church, in general?  And, more 
specifically, why has God brought this group of people together in this 
congregation in this part of the world for this time in history?   What on 
earth are we here for?  
 
On Ash Wednesday, we talked about confessing sin together.  Last Sunday, 
we focused on the importance of loving one another.  And, this morning, 
we’re declaring that sharing good news together is part of what we’re here 
on earth to do.  And, not just any good news, of course.  We’re 
commissioned – called into mission together – to proclaim the good news 
of God’s love and salvation in the person of Jesus the Christ.   
 
In the opening chapter of this section of our Lenten devotional, Pastor 
Rick Warren wrote, “Love cares about the destiny of others.  If you knew 
the cure for cancer or AIDS (these days, we would add COVID), and you 
kept it a secret, telling no one while millions continued to die, would that be 
loving?  Of course not.  If you knew the key to extending human life 
by fifty years, would you want to share it with others?  Of course you would.  
But as believers who have learned the way to eternal life, we have an even 
more important, longer lasting, and urgent message to share with the 
world, and love leaves no choice.”   
 

Loving the world that God so loves involves working together to share 
the good news God has given us in Christ.  
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The words we all know well from John 3:16 say that God so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.  God’s love was communicated by the 
action of giving Jesus, but we also know from John that Jesus was a 
message.  He was the Word made flesh.  God’s love was action and word 
combined in Christ.  In fact, God declared that the name of His action was 
Jesus.   
 
While he was on earth, Jesus, who is the example of perfect humanity that 
we are to follow, also showed perfect love with the combination of action 
and word.  In so many instances, he would first provide an experiential 
demonstration of the kingdom of God that left people awestruck and 
amazed.  Then, he would capitalize on their amazement by speaking to 
them about the truth of God and the ways we ought to live in God’s 
kingdom together.  He didn’t simply go around doing wonderful things for 
three years.  He put good works and good words together.  
 
Once Jesus had ascended to heaven and sent the Holy Spirit, the disciples 
and apostles carried on the same pattern, beginning at Pentecost.  As Acts 
Chapter 2 reminds us, when the disciples were together, the Spirit filled 
them (action) and gave them the ability to (what?) speak!  To speak in other 
languages so that people around them would be amazed and would hear the 
good news about God’s love for us in Jesus.  Powerful works and powerful 
words together.   
 
That pattern continued throughout the ministry of the apostles, as 
miraculous actions earned them the attention of the people so that the 
people could hear the message of the gospel.  The works of healing and 
sharing and transforming that God did through them would have been good 
by themselves, but they would have been so much shorter-lived and less 
significant without the news of God’s salvation for us in Christ.  Once the 
works had gotten people’s attention, the disciples and apostles had an even 
more important, longer lasting, and urgent message to share with the 
world, and love left them no choice but to share the news about Jesus. 
 
East Woods, we’re a really hard-working congregation.  And, God has done 
and continues to do so much good work in us and through us.  But, I 
wonder if we are doing all we can to combine our gospel works with gospel 
words.  As the video reminded us, we have to speak out about our faith.  As 
Rick Warren reminds us, love leaves us no choice.   
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A couple of days ago, I saw Chris and Shirley Lashley here at the church 
campus, and I told them I was preaching about evangelism this morning.  
And, Chris said something like, “I think evangelism is just one of those 
things we know we’re supposed to do but no one wants to do.”  And, I think 
he’s right in a lot of ways.  But, love leaves us no choice.  If we’re going to be 
faithful to God and obedient to God’s word, we are to be people who share 
good news in BOTH word and deed.    
 
I think what we all want is the experience described in our Old Testament 
passage from Zechariah’s prophecy.  Do you remember the dynamic from 
the passage Chris Eddy read for us?  Non-Jews in the passage were getting 
really excited about going with the Jews to seek the Lord in Jerusalem.   
 
20 Thus says the Lord of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants 
of many cities; 21 the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, 
“Come, let us go to entreat the favor of the Lord, and to seek the Lord of 
hosts; I myself am going.”  
22 Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of 
hosts in Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the Lord. 23 Thus says 
the Lord of hosts: In those days ten men from nations of every language 
shall take hold of a Jew, grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with 
you, for we have heard that God is with you.” 
 
Wouldn’t that be great and nice and easy!  Can’t you picture it on Sunday 
morning?  You’ve stopped at Starbucks on your way to worship.  Maybe 
while you’re ordering, you tell the barista that you’re on your way to church.  
And all of a sudden, 10 people from all different faith backgrounds and 
places in the world rush through the doors or jump up from their tables, 
grab your jacket, and start begging you to take them with you.  “Please, can 
we come to worship with you, too, because we’ve heart that God is with you 
and we want to seek the Lord!”   
 
Anyone had that happen lately?  Not I, said the pastor.  And, it’s unlikely 
that it will unless we are working together to show God’s good news with 
works and also working together to share God’s good news with words.  We 
need to be talking about the salvation that is found in Jesus.   
 
Our passage from Philippians 1 has a few things to say about this.   
 
First, Paul reminds us that sharing good news together is a privilege.   
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That’s what Paul wrote in verse 29: “For [God] has graciously granted you 
the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as 
well.”    Can’t you hear God singing Moana: “What can I say except You’re 
Welcome, for the chance to suffer for me?  Hey it’s OK, it’s OK, You’re 
Welcome.  It’s all a part of livin’ faithfully.  You’re Welcome.  You’re 
Welcome.”   
 
Are there any two words our culture keeps farther apart?  Privilege and 
suffering.  Privilege for us is about comfort and power and prosperity.  It 
certainly is a privilege that God has given us faith to believe in Christ and to 
practice our beliefs freely.  But, I don’t know many of us who think about 
suffering for Christ as a privilege. 
 
We may be able to equate suffering and evangelism, no problem.  For a lot 
of us, the truth that we are commanded to share the good news about Jesus 
in both our actions and our words is not, in fact, good news.  But, to take 
the next step to accepting that evangelism = suffering for Christ = privilege 
means that we’ll embrace evangelism as a privilege and begin to pursue it 
and protect it like we pursue and protect other privileges in our lives.   
 
The privilege to have privacy in our homes... we’ll buy guns and dogs and 
security systems to protect that privilege.  The privilege to publicly share 
the good news of Jesus together and possibly suffer for it?  What kind of 
investment are we making there?   
 
Texans who used to complain about having to pay their heating and water 
bills may have a very different sense of appreciation for what a privilege it is 
to have those things.  Though I realize some are now justifiably 
complaining about the size of the bills they’re getting to have those 
privileges restored.  But, we have a skewed sense of suffering and privilege 
in our culture, and it’s important I think to come back to the things that are 
truly privileges and that are truly worth suffering for.   
 
As the Apostle Paul wrote about the privilege of suffering for Christ, he was 
in prison awaiting his trial and execution.  He was there because of Jesus.  
And he was writing to people going through the same persecutions.   
I’m not aware of any of us having to endure that kind of suffering.  It may 
be that our privileges have made us weak in our love for those who don’t yet 
know Christ.  And, it may be time for us to get bolder about our willingness 
to share the good news of Jesus together with the world God so loves.   
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As missionary Mary Nordstrom once said, “It is our privilege to have 
world evangelism as a passion, not our responsibility to have as a burden.”   
 
So, if we can take the step in our hearts and minds to embrace evangelism 
as a privilege, even if it means suffering for us, what are some practical 
steps we can take with our hands and feet and resources to embrace the 
Apostle Paul’s charge to live lives worthy of the gospel?   
 
Well, the major focus of this sermon series is community; it’s togetherness.   
So, part of our task is to come together as a community to share 
good news with the community.   
 
In verse 27 of our text, Paul wrote that he wanted the Christians in Philippi 
to be “... standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for 
the faith of the gospel...”   
 
To be effective as a good news community, we have to be together in our 
commitment to share the good news of Jesus.  The witness of many voices 
agreeing with each other will always be stronger than the witness of just 
one voice alone.  That means being committed to your own part in the 
family and kingdom of God and eagerly inviting others experience the 
blessings and benefits of God’s family and kingdom, too.     
 
In his book, Live to Tell, professor Brad Kallenberg wrote, “Evangelism 
is, at bottom, doing what Andrew did for Simon Peter – inviting people to 
come and see by firsthand engagement.  Because such an invitation 
presupposes a community worth getting involved in, the evangelist’s zeal 
must not be limited to simple proclamation of the message; it must be 
broadened to include a passion for increasing the health of the community 
into which would-be converts will be invited.” 
 
This past week, I had the privilege of talking with another Andrew who does 
this as well as the Andrew in the New Testament did it with Simon Peter.  
Our brother, Andrew Bither, has been such a great example of inviting 
friends and housemates and roommates to share his faith journey and his 
church community.  During just the past three or four years, Andrew has 
brought at least five of his housemates to worship with us, and I know that 
means he’s invited more than that.   
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When I asked him what advice he has for people who might be shy or timid 
in sharing their faith, he said, “Do not be afraid.  God is greater, and 
through Him you can overcome.”  What was clear was that Andrew is living 
out the truth the Apostle Paul shared at the start of verse 28 – that when 
we’re living a life worthy of the calling of Christ, we are in no way 
intimidated by our opponents.   
 
Just as God’s perfect love drives out fear, the love that leaves us no choice 
but to share the gospel can overcome the fear or intimidation we may feel in 
serving as witnesses to Christ and sharing the news of God’s love with 
others.   
 
To make this really practical, Pastor Rick Warren offers six steps that 
help communities of love become communities that lovingly share good 
news together.  These steps can be taken by small groups, community 
groups, household groups, or church congregations together.  And, here 
they are.  
 
First, he writes, we recognize the need.   In the relationships you’ve formed 
and are forming in the surrounding community, what physical and spiritual 
needs do you recognize in people’s lives?  Both the Session and Mission 
Commission have done some of this work already, so they can be great 
sources of information about the demographics around our campus and the 
needs that may come with them.  One project idea is enough to start with.  
 
Second, take inventory.  Within your service group or community group, 
what talents, abilities, experiences, and resources are available to help meet 
the need you have identified and selected?  This step helps honor the 
strengths God has given to the members of your service group.  And, it 
helps match those strengths with the needs of your project. 
 
Third, get organized.  How much time will your project take and how will it 
be resources and organized?  Maybe someone in your group has strengths 
in organization or project management.  If you do, mobilize that person to 
organize the various aspects of the project and the people involved.   
 
Fourth, measure the need.  Pastor Warren says it’s important to determine 
if your project is a big enough challenge to your faith.  Can the need be met 
easily without much reliance on God?  If so, you may want to broaden the 
project so that you can really see God’s hand at work in its outcomes. 
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Fifth, prepare your heart.  1 Chronicles 29:14 reminds us that everything we 
have was given to us by God.  So, before you go in service to others, you can 
prepare your heart by praying together in your group, thanking God for 
what He has given you, and then offering those resources back to God to do 
with as He will.  
 
Lastly, be available.  Loving others means offering our lives as living 
sacrifices to God and in service to others.  So, as a service group, it’s 
important to ask God to give you strength and courage to step out in faith 
as you join together in your community evangelism project and offer 
yourselves back to God.   
 
Brothers and sisters, we don’t have to be fast-talking John Moshittas.  We 
may not have the ease of Andrew Bither in extending invitations.  But, love 
leaves us no choice.  We are called by God to live lives worthy of the calling 
of Christ, and that means sharing the good news of Christ together.... with 
our actions and with our words.  May we strive together in one spirit, side-
by-side and trust God to encourage others to say in their hearts, “Let us go 
with you, for we have heard that God is with you.”  
 


