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“Rising Together”      Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 
Job 19:23-27; Romans 6:3-11   Series: 40 Days of Community 
 
23 “O that my words were written down!  O that they were inscribed in a 
book! 24 O that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on a 
rock forever! 25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last 
he will stand upon the earth; 26 and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
then in my flesh I shall see God, 27 whom I shall see on my side, and my 
eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me! 
 

 
I want to share three good words with you this morning.  Here there 
are.  Ready to say them with me?  οὕτως καὶ ὑμεῖς  Great job.  Happy Easter.  
Let’s pray.  OK, my sermon is a little longer than that, but it centers around 
those three good words.  We’ll come back to those words in a moment.   
 
But, I want to say this morning that some of the best phrases come with just 
three good words.  For example, when you feel unloved, I think the three 
best words we can hear are “I love you.” 
 
Maybe you’ve applied for something or tried out for something and heard 
the words “You’re the one!” 
 
Ever felt lonely or afraid?  Some of the most comforting words we can hear 
are these:  “I’m right here.  I’ll be there, or on my way.”  
 
How about when we’ve been hurt by someone else?  What are those words 
we want to hear?  “I am sorry.  I was wrong.  Please forgive me.” 
 
I remember the three great words Molly said after I said, “Molly Mauro, will 
you marry me?”  She said, “Yes, of course!” 
 
And, ever since our boys were born, we’ve come to really love these three 
word “Time for bed!” 
 
On Good Friday, we remembered two sets of three good words from Jesus: 
“Father, forgive them” and “It is finished.”   
 
Yesterday, we had the joy of three good words: Easter Egg Hunt.   
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We’ve already spoken three really good words this morning: He is risen.  
 
But, now you’ve also heard the three good words I want to focus on as our 
lesson for this Resurrection Sunday. Let’s say them together again.  Ready?  
οὕτως καὶ ὑμεῖς    
 
Those three words in Greek mean this: so also you.  Actually, for those who 
know language well, this is really Southern Greek, because that ὑμεῖς is in 
fact the plural form of you which only true Southerners know how to 
pronounce.  Cynthia, what’s the Southern plural of you?  It’s y’all!  It could 
also be all y’all, but then I’d have to say so also all y’all, and I’d lose my 
theme of three good words.  οὕτως καὶ ὑμεῖς  - so also you. 
 
Those three good words were the climax of the Apostle Paul’s message to 
the Christians in Rome when he wrote the New Testament letter to the 
Romans in the 1st Century.  In Romans 6:3-11, Paul wrote to them to tell 
them how their baptism not only represented their shared death with Christ 
and the end of their slavery to sin; their baptism into Christ also meant that 
they shared in the resurrection of Jesus, both in this life and the life 
everlasting.  Those who had said yes to Christ by faith were not only dead to 
sin but now totally alive to God in Christ’s victory over sin.   
 
Here are Paul’s words:   Romans 6:3-11   3 Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his.    
 
So – also – you – Dead and buried with Christ.  Now risen and alive with 
Christ. If you’ve been baptized as a believer in Christ, Good Friday was not 
just the anniversary of his death but the anniversary of the death of your 
former sinful self, too.  And, if you are a believer in Christ, this morning is 
not just the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection but the celebration of the first 
part of your resurrection, too.  As with Jesus, so also you.      
 
Paul continues at verse 6: 6 We know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no 
longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin.  
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8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him.  
 
10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God. (And, here come our three good words.)  11 οὕτως καὶ ὑμεῖς So 
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.  Brothers and sisters, this is God’s word for us on this Easter Sunday.  
Thanks be to God.   
 
This past week, I read a story out of Washington D.C. about a group of 
people in their 20s and 30s who got a really unexpected invitation from 
their health care company.  Kaiser and MedStar Hospitals sent email 
messages to some very young, very healthy people with this message: 
“Great news! It’s time to schedule your COVID-19 vaccination with MedStar 
Health.” 
 
Paul Lewis, a 34-year-old who works from home for a think tank, got the 
invitation and felt surprised because he didn’t have any of the chronic 
medical conditions that would have qualified him to get vaccinated. He just 
remembered visiting the MedStar emergency room once, which probably 
meant his email address was stored in their contact system.  So, when the 
vaccination invitation came, Paul Lewis thought, “I would generally be 
happy to wait my turn, but I also feel like, if I’m called upon, I don’t want to 
miss my turn, either.  And, since these invitations are nontransferable. . . . 
I’m just hopeful that I’m now one fewer person that can pass the virus on to 
others.” 
 
How many of you have started or finished your vaccination regiment?  How 
many are eagerly waiting to get started?  For those of you waiting, wouldn’t 
it be great to get an invitation with that message? “Even though you 
thought only certain people were queued up to get this life-saving medicine, 
well, guess what now... so also y’all!”   
 
The great news is that Easter is the universal day of “So also you!”   
I’m not sure there’s ever been a year that so naturally wrote my Easter 
sermon for me.  We’ve had a Good Friday of a year in so many ways.  So 
much of our news and so many people’s hearts seem to have been filled 
with discord and fear and violence and loss and death.    
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The world has groaned in longing and eager anticipation of a cure for this 
virus that has taken so much from so many.  And yet, all the while, God’s 
people have held on to some really good three word phrases.  “God still 
reigns.  Remember God’s promises.  There is hope.  God is good... all the 
time.  All the time... God is good.”  
 
Though the COVID struggle is not totally over yet, we’re seeing signs of the 
world coming back to life.  Vaccines are helping.  Springtime is helping with 
more sunshine and life and color.  And, the hope and future and 
redemption and restoration we’ve been praying for seems to be happening 
in so many places around the world.  There is resurrection.  It’s good news.   
 
And, this morning, I want to declare that the things we’ve been hoping for 
and praying for in our world over the past year are the things Easter 
represents every year on a universal scale. While this worldly version of life 
being restored after COVID is all temporal, the gospel version of coming 
back to life is eternal; and the invitation to receive the benefits of Christ’s 
resurrection are universal.  Though sin still fills our news and many of our 
hearts with sickness and fear and violence and loss and death, God has sent 
us His vaccine.  The blood Christ shed on the cross is 100% 
effective.   It is 100% available to everyone.  And, you don’t have to wait 
for some special invitation or have special qualifications to receive it.  
 
As verse 10 of Paul’s message in Romans declares, “The death Jesus died, 
he died to sin, once for all.”   How are those for some good three word 
phrases?  Dead to sin.  Once for all.  After a year of division and separation, 
we need this message of total inclusion.  We need the reminder that all lives 
mattered at the cross and still matter in God’s plan of salvation.  That all 
lives are offered forgiveness and life through God’s gift of grace.  And that’s 
the reminder of Easter.  We have a God who has totally defeated sin and 
extended a universal invitation to people of every tongue and tribe and 
nation to receive the grace and salvation offered through Christ.  
 
There’s nothing apart from God’s grace that has made any of us more or 
less qualified to receive the cure of Christ’s sacrifice or the promise of 
resurrection life.  And yet, by faith, we can declare as Job did in our Old 
Testament reading, “I know my Redeemer lives!”  Now that my old, 
sinful flesh has died with Christ, I can see God through the eyes of faith, 
with the eyes of my heart, in this new self that has been raised to life with 
Christ.   



 5 

We may not see God fully face-to-face in this body.  But, we can see God’s 
activity in the lives of one another, our brothers and sisters in the body of 
Christ.  And, God has promised us an eternal body in resurrection life when 
we will see and know our Lord fully, just as we are fully known.  
 
As Jesus said in John 14  1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.       So – also 
– you.   
 
So, what does this all mean for us now, on Easter Sunday and each day of 
life going forward? 
 
Though we know God is preparing that resurrection place for us for our 
eternal future, how do we walk in newness of life with Christ now?  
 
Here are three good three word phrases to apply. 
 
First, live as proof.  After Jesus was raised from the dead, but before he 
ascended to heaven, he lived as proof of God’s power over death.  He 
appeared to people and confirmed the truth of the promises he’d made.  He 
restored people like Peter who had denied him.  He strengthened faith in 
skeptics like Thomas who needed physical proof of a risen Savior.  He 
comforted his followers with the promise that he wouldn’t abandon them, 
and the empowered them with a mission to make disciples through 
teaching and baptism.   
 
So – also – you.  If you are a follower of Jesus, you have been raised new 
life in Christ.  And, before your earthly life is done, you have the privilege of 
walking in newness of life with Christ.  The way you live is meant to be 
evidence to others of God’s power to destroy sin and death and to transform 
people into sources of love and truth, peace and generosity.   
 
The video we watched earlier had three other really good words for us.  We 
will rise.  Jesus told his disciples that, together, we would do even greater 
things that he did during his earthly life.  And, when we walk in the 
newness of resurrection life together, our lives become a powerful force – 
living proof of a God who conquers sin and changes lives.   
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So, what will it look like for you to live as proof in your earthly ministry?  
Our world is looking for evidence that the claims of the Bible are true, that 
the people of God have been transformed.  What might the words, “So also 
y’all” mean for refugees or folks at the U.S./Mexico border?  What do they 
mean in our conversations with the LGBTQ community?  What do they 
mean in our efforts toward racial reconciliation?  How about for people 
living in poverty or indentured service around the world?  How about for 
people of other faith traditions?  Even people who claim another faith now 
are still offered the chance to say yes to God’s invitation through Christ.  
The Bible promises that, on the day of judgment, there will be people from 
every nation and tribe and language declaring Jesus as King.  So, we’d 
better be embracing diversity in preparation for eternity.  Amen?  
 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday were meant to be good news and living 
proof of God’s remarkably inclusive love.  So – also – you.  Live as proof. 
 
Second, share the vaccine. 
 
Just a few days ago, the news came out about the loss of some 15 million 
doses of the Johnson and Johnson COVID vaccine.  Apparently, some 
factory workers in Baltimore accidentally mixed the ingredients of two 
types of vaccine, which meant that none of them could be used.  All of the 
news commentaries were talking about what a major embarrassment this 
human error is and what a lost opportunity it represents.   
 
Well, I don’t want to shame or embarrass anyone on Easter Sunday; but 
before we cast stones in ridicule, we should probably check our own eyes 
for logs, first.  Just like those factory workers have responsibility for 
properly handling life-saving medicines, so – also – you.  And, so also me.   
 
The vaccine for what truly ails the world has been available to us for 2,000 
years.  It’s not new medicine.  We don’t have to wait in long lines to get it.  
In fact, each of us carries the vaccine with us every day, and we’ve already 
been authorized by God to give out.   As many people as you can reach 
today, that’s how many doses of God’s good news you have to distribute.  
Isn’t that awesome!?   
 
Unfortunately, each time we turn away from an opportunity to share Easter 
news with people, we discard a dose.  Each time we walk in sin instead of 
walking in newness of life, we discard a dose.   
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What a waste, and what a loss!  Just like the hospitals in D.C. that have the 
privilege and the responsibility of letting people know about the good thing 
that’s available to them, so – also – you.  Share the vaccine.   
 
Let’s not waste a single dose.  By God’s mercy, if we’ve missed chances in 
the past or lost doses along the way, God continues to provide an endless 
supply and daily opportunities to share it.  So, let’s do our part in sharing as 
much of that good medicine as we’re able.  Amen? 
 
My final three-word phrase for this morning is this: Celebrate God’s 
qualifications.   
 
When 28-year-old political fundraiser named Alyssa Berg got her 
vaccination invitation from MedStar hospital in D.C., she remembers 
thinking, “I don’t qualify by Body Mass Index. I don’t qualify by anything 
that I’m aware of.”  But, nevertheless, the invitation came.  So, her thoughts 
eventually shifted.  She said, “I was a little bit conflicted about going, 
because you don’t want to jump the line, right? But also it says [in the 
email], ‘Hey, it’s time to do this.’”  So – also – you.   
 
People of the resurrection, it is time to do this.  And, part of doing this as 
Easter people means recognizing and celebrating the ways God has 
qualified people to receive His life-saving grace and then share it openly 
and equally with everyone.  As I said before, there’s nothing apart from 
God’s grace that has made any of us more or less qualified to receive or 
declare the cure of Christ’s sacrifice or the promise of resurrection life.  So, 
as we walk in newness of life, let’s consider everyone with equal 
qualification.  Let’s not let sin or short-sightedness disqualify anyone whom 
God has declared qualified to receive the benefits of Christ’s death and 
resurrection.  God desires that none should perish.  So – also – you?  
 
You know, God didn’t have email when the Bible was written.  But He has 
certainly sent us a remarkable, surprising invitation.  In faith, you can 
count your old life buried and walk in newness of life.  In Christ, we can rise 
together to a resurrection like his, demonstrating to the world that we serve 
a God of love and life and grace who is trustworthy and true.  And, by grace, 
we’re not only vaccinated by his blood against the viral curse of sin, but 
we’re promised everlasting life.  We have a risen Savior who died to sin, 
once for all, but now lives to God.  For all of us who are ready to follow him 
on this Easter, I pray these three good words... so – also – you.   


