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“Remaining Faithful Through Transition”   July 4, 2021 
Psalm 27:1-4, 13-14; Acts 1:10-2:1 
 

Psalm 27:1-4, 13-14 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh— 
my adversaries and foes— they shall stumble and fall. 
3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. 
4 One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 
13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for 
the Lord! 
 
 

As we start our last month of ministry and worship together, I have 
three sermons I want to share with you between now and July 25 – one 
practical, one dramatic, and one mostly sentimental.  I’m giving priority to 
the practical message this morning on the off chance that the Lord calls me 
home between now and the 18th.  At least I’ll have left you with a message 
from God’s word that may actually be useful or helpful as you journey 
forward through this upcoming season of transition.  And of course, with 
Kevin preaching next week, I have total confidence that your discipleship 
will be well-nourished for at least one Sunday this month.  Thanks, Kevin! 
 
Some of our Session Elders heard the basics of this message at our meeting 
in May, but I felt it was worthwhile to bring back in this setting so – just as 
the disciples were – you can all be together in one accord.  That, by the way, 
takes us back to the alternate definition of WWJD, which stands for “What 
Would Jesus Drive?”  And, we know that the answer is a Honda, since the 
Bible tells us that, on the day of Pentecost, he and the disciples were all 
together with one accord.  Of course, that information has been lost in 
church history because, as John 12:49 reminds us, Jesus did not speak of 
his own accord.   
 
Believe it or not, I do have something more practical to offer you than just a 
silly joke.   



 2 

As we look at portions of Acts Chapters 1 & 2 this morning, I want to 
highlight four important choices we see among Jesus’ disciples during a 
time of leadership transition. Between the time of Jesus’ ascension to God 
the Father and the arrival of the Holy Spirit, the disciples did four things 
that I think will serve this congregation well as you transition from one 
pastor to another.   
 
I recognize even as I suggest this comparison that it has major limitations.  
Right?  I am not Jesus departing from you, as our Lord departed physically 
from his disciples.  I have no delusions of divinity in that way, I hope you 
know.  Christ is always and forever the head of the church and will never 
leave nor forsake his bride.  Also, you’re not waiting for the Holy Spirit to 
arrive as the disciples were.  The Spirit is already among us and within you 
as people of faith, so no waiting is necessary.  Lastly of course, this is not a 
congregation led by a pastor alone.  My hope over the past ten years has 
been to serve as a leader among leaders.  And, you all know well that there 
are remarkable and faithful leaders among you who remain in leadership 
and will continue to serve as under-shepherds to our Good Shepherd even 
as I move south.  So, please hold this comparison loosely, but hold onto the 
value of what we can learn from the disciples from an important season of 
the church’s history.  Are you with me?  
 
If you have your Bible, open it to the beginning chapters of the Acts of the 
Apostles, which comes right after the four gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John and then Acts.  In the Book of Acts, Luke – author of the Gospel of 
Luke – continues to tell the story of what happened with the disciples and 
apostles of the early church following the resurrection of Jesus.  And, in 
verse 4 of Acts Chapter 1, we see the first practical point I want to offer to 
you this morning.   
 
We see that Jesus’ followers remained faithful in doing what 
Jesus had told them to do.   
 
Luke tells us in verse 4 that, “While staying with them, [Jesus] ordered 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. “This,” [Jesus] said, “is what you have heard from me; for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” 
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According to Luke’s continued account in Acts 1 & 2, that’s exactly what the 
disciples did.  They returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, went 
to the upper room where they were staying, and waited for the moment of 
their baptism in the Spirit. 
 
Though the disciples couldn’t know exactly what that baptism of the Spirit 
would be like, Jesus had given them some information about what they had 
to look forward to.  For example, in John Chapter 14, he told them the 
Spirit would teach them what they needed to know and remind them of 
what Jesus had taught them.  In, John 15, Jesus told them the Spirit would 
testify on his behalf.  And, in John 16, Jesus told them the Spirit would 
guide them toward truth and declare to them things that would be coming 
in the future.  So, even though there was a lot they didn’t know, Jesus left 
them with directions for what to do in the time of waiting.  And, he left 
them with some ideas for how they would recognize when the waiting time 
was over.   
 
I want to suggest this morning that the same is true for this congregation.  
You have directions from Jesus for what to do in this transition time.  And, 
I imagine you have some ideas for what things will look like and feel like 
when the transition time is done.  Does that feel true to you?  That doesn’t 
mean the time in between will be easy or will pass as quickly as you’d like.  
But, it may be a reassurance to you to know what faithfulness to Jesus looks 
like as the transition takes place.  I also think you can be encouraged by the 
fact that the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to the disciples went way beyond 
what they likely imagined.  The baptism in the Spirit at Pentecost was truly 
an extraordinary and life-changing event for those who experienced it.  
And, that gives me hope that God has something truly wonderful and life-
giving planned for East Woods on the other side of this transition time.   
 
In the meantime, I want to encourage you to remain faithful in doing what 
you know Jesus has told you all to do as a congregation.  The work of 
fulfilling the Great Commandment and the Great Commission is, by itself, 
universal to every congregation and enough work for any congregation.  
Amen?  Jesus instructed you to love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and soul and mind and strength, and love your neighbors as yourself.  We 
love God by embracing His love for us and then living out His 
commandments to us in response.   
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As you’ve no doubt seen, the work has begun in the East Yard for us to have 
new neighbors to love soon.  But, each of us already has neighbors to love – 
some whom are easy to love and others who really test our love capacity.  
But, your call is to love them as you love yourself.  Maybe, in this in 
between time, learning to love yourself as God loves you will be the major 
way God transforms you by the work of His Spirit. 
 
The Great Commission Jesus gave us instructs us first to... what?  To GO!  
Having come together for worship, we are to go out into the world and to be 
disciple-makers outside of the walls of this church.  Coming to church is 
important for the world, but being the church out in the world is truly at the 
heart of what we – the sent people of God – are called to do – going, 
baptizing, and teaching the world in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit.   
 
I know that searching for a new pastor is going to be a big focus in the 
season to come, but please don’t let that focus distract you from the more 
important picture of remaining faithful in what Jesus has told you to do. 
That’s the first thing we can learn from the disciples in their time of 
transition.   
 
The second thing we see is that they remained faithful in continuing 
to pray.  They remained faithful in continuing to pray.  
 
In Acts 2 at verse 14, Luke wrote this about the disciples as they waited for 
their baptism in the Spirit.  “All these were constantly devoting themselves 
to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his brothers.” 
 
I had a sweet chance this past week to refresh my memory on the Bible’s 
teachings about the importance of prayer.  A young man who has been a 
Camas neighbor and a family friend for the past three years sent me a text 
asking about prayer.  He wrote, “I’m wondering if it’s bad to pray too much 
for people I care about or even myself.  I pray every night and morning and 
I always thank God for everything He does for us but I also ask Him for 
good health for me, my friends, and my family.  Is that something bad if I 
do it too much?” 
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Isn’t that great!  What pastor wouldn’t love to get a question like that?  I 
was personally thankful to know that I’m on his list of friends, because I 
now know he’s constantly praying for my good health.  But, I also felt 
professionally grateful that someone with such a faithful and humble heart 
would think of me when a question like that arose for him.  That’s good 
stuff. 
 
Of course, I told him that spending the majority of time praying for pastor-
friends is really what God wants from His people.  So, at least I’m covered 
from here on out.  Kidding, of course.  I affirmed his prayers and his heart 
and his character.  I reminded him that God values our open and honest 
conversations with Him, since God knows what we want and need even 
without us saying it.  And, I reconnected with the Bible’s greatest messages 
about prayer.  1 Thessalonians 5 instructs us to pray without ceasing, so we 
can’t pray too much.  Jesus’ parable about the persistent widow in Luke 18 
encourages us to persevere in crying out to God for justice and goodness.  
Christ’s teaching in Matthew 7 tells us that we have a Father in Heaven who 
loves to give good gifts to His children, better than anything we can give our 
own kids.  And, several parts of the book of James remind us of the power 
and impact of righteous prayers, especially for those who are sick and 
struggling.  Our prayers don’t guarantee that we’ll get what we want, but 
their power and effect may be seen in some other way – either in our lives 
as the prayer warriors or in the life of someone else who is inspired by our 
prayers.   
 
Now, prayer is not meant to be a substitute for doing what God has created 
you and called you to do.  Right?  It’s not meant to be an excuse for us 
simply sitting back and waiting for God to divinely do everything.  
However, prayer can be part of recognizing that there are a lot of things 
only God can do.  That’s the balance the disciples were living out – doing 
what Jesus told them to do and also praying for what only God could do. 
 
So, let me ask you this morning, “What are the things only God can do that 
you want to see happen during and after this pastoral transition?”  The 
answer to that question needs to motivate your prayers during this coming 
season.  God already knows who your Interim Pastor and your next Called 
Pastor are going to be.  You don’t know that yet, but you likely know how 
you would like God to be shaping and preparing those people to partner 
with you in ministry and leadership.  Ask God in prayer to shape and 
prepare those folks that way.   
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God already knows what your mission and ministries should look like over 
the next 5 years of East Woods’ life.  You may not know that yet, but you 
can be praying that God will prepare the soil of the congregation and the 
community so that those ministries can be clear and fruitful when the time 
comes for them to be revealed to you.   
 
God already knows how He wants the members and attenders and future 
visitors of this congregation to work and worship together.  You may not 
know that yet, but you can devote yourselves to prayer so that that work 
and worship takes shape among you.   
 
When prayer groups – like the Community Prayer Group Gwen has hosted 
– are offered, I want to encourage you to participate as often as you’re able.  
As the disciples did, pray as men and women together, as young disciples 
and older disciples, mature in faith and juvenile in the journey.  I have seen 
prayer groups meet on Sunday mornings prior to the worship service so 
that each service was covered in prayer before most of the congregation 
started to arrive.  I hope your home is a place of prayer for you, whether 
you’re praying in your own quiet time or before a meal or with family 
together.  It is intimate and important, and it is part of our spiritual 
devotion to God and to each other.   
 
As the disciples did, remain faithful in continuing to pray.    
 
The third thing we can learn from the disciples is this.  They remained 
faithful in being guided by the Scriptures.  They remained faithful in 
being guided by the Scriptures.   
 
In verse 15 of Acts Chapter 1, we read this.  15 In those days Peter stood 
up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred 
twenty persons) and said, 16 “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, 
which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who 
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17 for he was numbered 
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.”  
18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; 
and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed 
out. 19 This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that the 
field was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood).  
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20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms (specifically in Psalm 109:8), ‘Let 
his homestead become desolate, and let there be no one to live in it’; and 
‘Let another take his position of overseer.’ 
 
The betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot and his subsequent death left a void 
among the original disciples.  The 12 were down to 11, which was not an 
accurate symbolic representation of the 12 tribes of Israel.  It wouldn’t have 
been a problem apart from the fact that Peter recalled a verse from Psalm 
109 that he believed called them to replace Judas among the 12 with 
another apostle-leader.  So, guided by the scriptures, the disciples proposed 
two nominees from among them. Then, they prayed that God would make 
the right person clear, and finally they cast lots to see who was chosen.  
And, as verse 26 tells us, the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to 
the eleven apostles. 
 
Now, as our Session will make clear over the next several months, that’s not 
always how leaders are chosen within the church, though some 
denominations still do it that way.  The bigger point is that the disciples let 
God’s Word – as presented in the Holy Scriptures – guide their leadership 
search in partnership with doing what they could do and then praying that 
God would do what God could do.  As God’s people, we need the Bible as 
our anchor to truth and our guide for faithful living.   
 
As I learned again in a recent military training, if Chaplain wants to get a 
Commanding Officer’s attention and justify a course of action, that 
Chaplain needs to be able to refer to the governing instructions that support 
the activity being suggested.  Those pre-written instructions often become 
the make-or-break deciding factor in authority being given to fellow service 
members for forward movement.    
 
The same is true for us as service members under God’s command.  We 
need to know the governing instructions so that we can keep our activities 
moving forward in the direction of God’s will.  In Eric Stepanek, you have a 
fantastic new Elder-elect of Discipleship.  I encourage you to pray for him 
and his ministry, to get involved in shaping and participating in those 
ministries of spiritual growth, and to take time to engage the countless 
resources for Bible study and discipleship that are available to you online 
and through the other leaders in this congregation.   
 
Remain faithful in being guided by the Scriptures.   
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Lastly for this morning, we can learn a fourth practice from the disciples’ 
example.   
 
They remained faithful in fellowship and devotion together. 
 
In the first two verses of Acts Chapter 2, we read that, “When the day of 
Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting.” 
 
That sound was the arrival of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  It was the 
fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to the early church.  And, it was the end of the 
apostles’ season of transition and waiting.  And, thanks be to God, they 
were all together when it happened so that they could experience it in 
fellowship and celebrate it in joyful unity.   
 
I believe that’s the experience God wants for East Woods, too.  There’s 
something sacred about sharing milestone moments with others.  For 
better or for worse, you likely have strong memories of where you were and 
who you were with when big things happened in our world: planetary 
landings, wars starting and ending, presidential election announcements, 
vaccination discoveries.  Of course, you’ll have strong memories of more 
personal or spiritual milestones: births, deaths, weddings, baptisms, 
elections, conversations about Christ, decisions for Christ.  We bond with 
others through those experiences, and I believe those of you who choose to 
remain in devotion and fellowship with one another through this upcoming 
season of transition and discovery will bond together in some wonderful, 
God-ordained ways.  As the Lashleys and Petersons, who have been 
through a few seasons of transition and discovery, said so well recently, “It 
won’t be easy.  There will be bumps along the way.  But, it will be good and 
God will provide faithfully for this congregation as God always has.”   
 
I think that’s exactly right.   
So, may I encourage you to be faithful?  Continue doing what Jesus has told 
you to do.  Continue praying, together and on your own.  Continue to be 
guided by the Scriptures.  And, continue in fellowship and devotion 
together. 
 
God has certainly continued in fellowship with us and in devotion to us.  
And, the Table of the Lord is a wonderful reminder of that for us. 


