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Peter: Relatable Rouser       May 23, 2021 
Joel 2:18-19, 28-29; Acts 2:32-42  Series: Biblical Game Changers 
 
Joel 2:18-19, 28-29 
18 Then the Lord became jealous for his land, and had pity on his people. 
19 In response to his people the Lord said: I am sending you grain, wine, 
and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a mockery 
among the nations. 
 
28 Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 
29 Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my 
spirit. 
 

 
[Series Slide] A couple of weeks ago, Kevin, who is always a font of great 
ideas and information, posted an article from the Babylon Bee to my 
Facebook page.  The Babylon Bee is a website that publishes some really 
funny satire, and Kevin shared this particular piece Kevin because it relates 
to our Biblical Game Changer for this Pentecost Sunday morning.   
 
The headline of the article reads “Apostle Peter Cringes While Reading 
Gospel Accounts Of All The Dumb Stuff He Did.”  
 
The anonymous writer of the article, apparently reporting from HEAVEN, 
starts the article this way: “According to reports from the afterlife, the 
Apostle Peter is really embarrassed every time he reads the accounts of the 
gospels and all the "dumb stuff" he did back then. 
 
"Oh man, guys, please don't read the one where I fall into the water again," 
he said, putting his hand on his face as he gathered with the other disciples 
for some eternal fellowship and reading of the New Testament. "Come on. 
James, John, you're with me, right? Bart, what about you?" 
 
But the other disciples insisted on reading the narrative of all the times 
Peter put his foot in his mouth during Jesus's ministry, from the time he 
suggested they build houses for Jesus, Elijah, and Moses to the time Jesus 
was forced to rebuke him for suggesting He didn't need to go to the cross.” 
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The article goes on from there to list a few other examples of Peter’s 
imperfect earthly discipleship.  And, I have to admit that every single 
example helped me feel a little better about the countless times I’ve missed 
the point or missed the mark or been left with the taste of foot in my 
mouth, too.  Of course, that’s only one of the reasons Peter was chosen as 
this morning’s Biblical Game Changer.  The other reason is the other 
half of my title for him in the title of this sermon.  I’ve called Peter a 
Relatable Rouser, because he was not only someone we can relate to but he 
was also someone who again and again embraced grace to rise from the 
ashes of his embarrassing failures and then raise others up in faith and in 
discipleship.  The very fact that Peter the rogue who publically denied Jesus 
became Peter the Rock who first publically declared Jesus as Messiah and 
Lord ought to inspire us to remember that our own failures in following 
Jesus don’t have to define our stories.   
 
So, if you will, turn with me in your Bible to book of Acts, where we’ll 
find our 2nd Scripture reading for the morning starting in Acts 2 at verse 32.   
What we’re going to read is part of Peter’s Pentecost sermon, really the first 
Christian sermon preached by the first Christian pastor on what many 
people consider the birthday of the Christian church.  So, let’s hear from 
our Relatable Rouser as he raises his voice to raise up the name of Jesus.     
 
Acts 2:32-42  32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are 
witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, [Jesus] has poured 
out this that you both see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend into the 
heavens, but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right 
hand, 35 until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 
 
36 Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that 
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to 
them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are 
far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And [Peter] 
testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 
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yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his 
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  This is God’s word for 
us this morning.  Thanks be to God.  
 
From three personal denials of Christ to three thousand personal 
commitments to Christ in response to his preaching.  That’s Game Changer 
stuff.  Very clearly, God changed the game for Peter so that Peter could 
change the game for others.  What did the Spirit do in Peter’s life to bring 
about that change, and how can the Spirit work in our lives to make us 
Game Changers, too?   
 
First, the Spirit drenched Peter with generous grace.  What that 
really meant was that God poured out His Spirit on Peter so that Peter 
wouldn’t get stuck in his failures.  Peter could have been remembered only 
as the embarrassing failure who did tons of dumb stuff with Jesus and 
walked away after denying Jesus three times.  He could have ended up like 
Judas, whose failure in betraying Jesus was so defining for Judas that he 
ended his own life because of it.  Peter’s denials really aren’t any less 
embarrassing.  But, what Peter did that Judas failed to do was to hold on to 
just enough faith in Jesus’ promises and just enough trust in the mercy and 
grace of God that he was still alive to see Jesus come back to life.  He was 
still alive to see Jesus come back to him.  And, he was still alive to hear 
Jesus say, “Do you still love me?  Because I still love you.  This is not the 
end of the story for you.  I want to build my church through you.  And, I’m 
going to entrust my word to you as food so that you will feed my sheep.”   
 
Peter may have leaned on the promises God made through the prophet Joel 
in the Old Testament scripture we heard earlier.  Do you remember what 
God promised?  In Joel 2:28-29 we heard the prophet declare these 
promises from the Lord, “I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, and your young men shall see visions.”  Maybe Peter believed that 
promise just enough to stay alive long enough so that God could pour out 
the Spirit on Peter lavishly enough for Peter to declare the truth of God’s 
generous grace.  And, that’s what Peter did at Pentecost. He declared the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Jesus and on all who would come to put 
our faith and trust in the Lord.   
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The Spirit did not allow Peter to get stuck in his failures.  And, I want to 
declare to you this morning that God is able to restore every one of us from 
our failures, too, by the outpouring of His generous grace so that we don’t 
get stuck in our failures either.   
 
I love Peter in part because I relate to him so well.  He didn’t have it all 
figured out; I don’t have it all figured out.  He had good days and bad days 
in his faith journey; some days are better than others for me, too?  You?  
Peter had moments when he struggled with faith, focused on the storm, got 
scared, got selfish; and all of those things are true at times for me, too.  But, 
thanks be to God, the Spirit gave Peter a resiliency to bounce back from 
those embarrassing moments and to walk or run or swim back into the 
arms of Christ – to follow in the footsteps of Jesus again.  And, the same 
can be true for us.  God has not timidly dripped out His Spirit one drop at a 
time.  He has poured it out, with gratuitous generosity, and God will do that 
again and again and again, because His grace for us never runs dry. 
 
Peter became a Game Changer not because he never failed but because he 
allowed God’s grace to restore him from his failures.  That’s what Game 
Changers do. 
 
Secondly, the Spirit gave Peter a divine moment to seize.  The Spirit 
gave Peter a divine moment to seize.  And, Peter’s a Game Changer, and the 
story of the church is the story of the church, because Peter seized that 
divine moment on the day of Pentecost.   
 
Have you ever had one of those moments in your life when something so 
out of the ordinary happened that you were left with a different picture of 
the world than the one you’d had up to that point?  Maybe it was a terrible 
moment when you witnessed or experienced something that left you shaken 
and confused, and the world you were living in wasn’t the world as you’d 
understood it before.  Or maybe it was an over-the-top wonderful moment 
when you got to be part of something that forced you to expand your 
embrace of what’s possible in life.  I truly believe those moments may be 
the most defining and most ripe with opportunity of all the moments in our 
lives.  And, I imagine that some of people who hold the largest places in our 
hearts and minds are people who have come along to speak into those 
moments in ways that help us put our world back together so that we can 
move forward into the next chapter of our story.   
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Most of you know that the divorce I went through in my mid-20s was one of 
those experiences for me.  I had never believed that I could end up with a D 
on my marital report card, and the experience of a broken first marriage 
just took the pieces of the nice, neat puzzle I’d envisioned for my life and 
scattered them into an unrecognizable mess.  I was suddenly living in a 
reality I hadn’t forseen.  I had an identity I didn’t know what to do with.  
My internal GPS had no programming to tell me where I was or how to get 
where I thought I was supposed to be going.   
 
I firmly believe to this day that I am where I am and am who I am because 
two pastors seized a divine moment to speak God’s generous grace and 
loving truth into my life.  The first was Erwin McManus, who was the pastor 
to Mosaic Church, the congregation I was worshiping with in LA.  The 
second was Jim Sillerud, who was the pastor to First Presbyterian Church 
of Granada Hills, the congregation I was serving with in LA.  Erwin had 
written a book called, not coincidentally, Seizing Your Divine Moment, 
that talked about moving forward from life’s intersections with trust in the 
powerful presence and promises of God.  Thanks to the Holy Spirit in his 
life, Erwin did the work to write a book that declared God’s truth in a way I 
needed for that moment in my life.  
 
More importantly, Jim became a personal friend and mentor who sat 
with me and counseled me and prayed with me through my season of 
disruption.  It was Jim whose friendship and invitation to vocational 
ministry helped illuminate a path forward from that intersection where I 
was feeling stuck.  Thanks to the Holy Spirit at work in his life, Jim had the 
sensitivity to recognize his chance to help shape my future by seeing me 
and my potential through God’s eyes.   
 
Peter did the same thing at Pentecost.  He recognized a divine 
moment that the Holy Spirit had teed up, and Peter seized it with the 
message of the gospel.   
 
We read in Acts 2 that, after the Holy Spirit filled the apostles and gave 
them the ability to speak to the crowds, the people who witnessed and 
heard the event were disrupted.  In fact, Luke – who wrote the book of Acts 
– used these words to describe what the crowds were feeling – bewildered, 
amazed, astonished, and perplexed.  Those are the feelings we’re left with in 
those disruptive, life changing moments.  Aren’t they?  The rules of life had 
just changed for them.   
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And, thanks be to God, Peter saw how they were feeling and took action to 
speak God’s truth and the name of Jesus into their bewilderment.  That’s 
what we read in verse 33. “Being therefore exalted at the right hand of 
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, 
[Jesus] has poured out this that you both see and hear.”   
 
And then, in verses 38-39, when the people had been cut to the heart at 
the name of Jesus, Peter illuminated the path from the intersection for 
them to take so that they wouldn’t get stuck in their failure.  “Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins 
may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the 
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to him.”   
 
God’s truth doesn’t dismiss our failures.  It acknowledges them openly.  We 
are sinners in need of grace and salvation.  But, it also doesn’t end there.  
God has poured out grace and salvation for us in Christ.  There is a way out 
of failure and a way forward into forgiveness.  God’s truth always leads us 
from bad news into good news, from disruption into divine security.  And, 
when we have the sensitivity to recognize those divine moments in other 
people’s lives, we can be agents of remarkable and amazing grace.   
 
I think Cynthia Younger and our Stephen Ministers seized a moment like 
that last week.  Would you agree?  I recognize that the announcement about 
my transition left many of you in a place of disruption.  Maybe Luke’s 
words described your feelings when you read or heard the news: 
bewildered, amazed, astonished, and perplexed.  And, into that moment 
last week, our Stephen Ministers saw a chance to speak hope and love and 
comforting truth.  I want to recognize that as a wonderful example of what 
made Peter a Game Changer, and I want to say thanks to our faithful 
Stephen Ministers for loving us well in that way.   
 
Who is it in your life who may be going through a season of disruption?  
How can you be sensitive to the bewilderment, amazement, astonishment, 
and perplexity in the lives of others that may open the door of their hearts 
and minds to the gospel?  And, will you be like Peter in those moments and 
in their lives?  Will you speak truth in love to them?  Will you name the 
source of disruption and then connect them to the name of Jesus as a 
source of hope and grace and salvation?  That’s what Peter did at Pentecost.  
That’s what Game Changers do. 
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Last reflection for this morning.  It’s this.  The Spirit became for Peter 
the promise to practice and preach.  The Spirit was the promise for 
Peter to practice and preach.  What the heck does that mean? 
 
Remember that prophecy from the book of Joel, our Old Testament 
reading?  Twice in God’s message, the Lord promised to pour out His Spirit 
on all people.  The Spirit was the promise, and God promised a generous 
outpouring.   
 
When Peter preached on Pentecost, he proclaimed to the people that God 
had poured out the promised Spirit on Jesus, who then poured it out on 
Pentecost for all the people to see.  And then, Peter promised that all who 
embraced Christ in repentance and baptism would receive an outpouring of 
the Spirit in their lives, too.  And, of course, if you continue to read the book 
of Acts, that’s exactly what happened in the 1st Century church.  Thousands 
came, accepted Christ, were baptized, and received the Spirit.  And, a 
worldwide movement began that continues to this day, even right here in 
our sanctuary and online.   
 
As a believer in Christ, that’s the power and presence you carry with you.  
You don’t need to continue waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promise to 
you.  The Holy Spirit is the promise!  God’s Spirit has been poured out to 
you and poured into you to empower you, to counsel you, to remind you of 
God’s truth, to convict you of sin, to comfort you in grief, and to renew you 
and refresh you.  Enjoy the Spirit and engage the Spirit, but don’t let it stop 
with you.  Like Jesus the Game Changer and Peter the Game Changer, we 
were meant to be conduits that welcome the welcome the Spirit pouring 
into us and the pour the Spirit back out into the world and the lives of 
others.   
 
And, don’t be timid or stingy about the way you pour the Spirit, because 
God’s promise is that He will continue to pour the Spirit into those who are 
pouring the Spirit into others so that we are always receiving a fresh supply 
of His love and power and presence.  That’s the promise Peter preached.  
That’s the promise Peter practiced.  That’s what made him a Game 
Changer.  That’s what Game Changers do.   
 
On this Pentecost Sunday, may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  Let’s pray.   


