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A Note from Brian:
“It’s Friday, but Sunday’s Coming!”
I’ll never forget the first time I heard this line. I was attending a Good Friday
service with my high school buddy Adrian at his African American church.
His father was the pastor of this small but vibrant AME congregation that was
sharing space with our local Presbyterian congregation. He was getting deep
into the stories of those who watched our Savior suffer and die on the cross,
and the hopelessness they experienced as He was taken down and buried. But
in the midst of that hopelessness was the promise Jesus had given, “Destroy
this temple, and I will be raise it in three days.” From the depth of their shock
and sorrow on Good Friday did God reveal the true power of Easter through
Christ’s resurrection.
The same is true for us today. This year for Holy Week we will be hosting our
Good Friday Tenebrae service where we will journey with our Lord and listen
to Jesus’ last seven words before his death on the Cross, experiencing for ourselves the gravity of that moment. Then on Easter Sunday, we will have TWO
Easter Communion Services: A 6:30am Sunrise service, and our 10am service.
We encourage you to invite family, friends and neighbors to join us as we hear
Christ proclaim his life giving message, “I AM the Resurrection and the Life.”

LENT AND HOLY WEEK AT EAST WOODS
PALM SUNDAY—APRIL 14. 10:00 AM
GOOD FRIDAY—APRIL 19, TENEBRAE SERVICE, 7 PM
ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT—SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 11:00 AM
EASTER SUNDAY—APRIL 21, 6:30 AND 10:00 AM
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APRIL 2019 CHAPLAIN UPDATE
Happy April, beloved brothers and sisters! As Lent continues and Easter
draws near, I wish I could be with you for the upcoming celebrations of our
Savior’s passion and resurrection. Even though the miles separate us, we’ll be
together in Spirit throughout the season. And, about the time you’ll be
gathering for Easter morning worship, we who are 10 hours ahead of you will
be gathering in the base chapel for our third Easter Sunday service. Let’s all
sing extra loud and see if we can hear each other! Amen?
I am continuing to enjoy and to be enriched by this chaplaincy
experience. The ministry in Bahrain is rich and engaging. In so many ways,
our shared partnership in the gospel has prepared me well for my time with the
Sailors, Soldiers and Marines serving alongside me here. Thank you for that
partnership and your ongoing prayers and support.
Recently, I had the privilege of traveling to Naples, Italy, to be trained as our
bases Training Officer for a suicide first-aid program called ASIST. Having
arrived two days before the start of the training, I joined a fellow chaplain on a
day-long trip to the island of Capri. In Jesus’ day, Capri was home to the
Roman Emperor Tiberius, the step-son of Caesar Augustus. Ruling the empire
from the remote island, Tiberius lived in the lavish Villa Jovis (ruins pictured
here) and was renowned for his enjoyment of vices and addictions to every
kind of perversion. He was certainly not a man of the people or for the
people.
Meanwhile, in the areas around Galilee and Jerusalem, a very different King
was living among his people. Rather than dwelling in ornate palaces atop
island cliffs, the son of man had no place to lay his head. (Matt. 8:20) Though
the distant Emperor was living for himself on Capri, King Emmanuel – our
God with Us – was preparing to give his life to save his people. With
leadership and love like that, it’s no wonder that, 2,000 years later, Villa Jovis
is nothing but ruins while the Kingdom of God shines as the eternal city on a
hill.
Every day, God reminds me of the reasons why Jesus is both the king who
reigns and the king who is worthy of my life. And every day, I continue to feel
grateful for the chance to serve the King of kings as your deployed pastor and
as chaplain to this command. As we in Bahrain continue through our Lenten
sermon series, “Meeting God in the Desert,” I continue to pray that God will
meet you each day right where you are to remind you of the royal love and
grace He has for you in Christ. I miss you and wish you a joy-filled start to the
Easter Season.
In faithful service ~ Bill
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MISSION
On the Opportunity Counter, you will find the Family Promise Tree of
Wishes. On the tree are cards with "wishes" printed on them. These are things
we need to be prepared to host our guests beginning May 12. These wishes will
be stored and used each time we host families. Right now, the wishes are for
items needed to get set up. Later there will be wishes for food items for the
host week. Please take a card from the tree, fill the wish and return it
to the tub located under the counter. Thank you!

MILL PLAIN ELEMENTARY has an ongoing need for shoes and snacks. The
shoes can be gently used or new and the snacks can be bulk or individual. The
complete list of items needed by the families is on the table above the Mill
Plain bin. All donations are greatly appreciated; please put them in the Mill
Plain bin. For more information contact Conni Pfeifer 360-281-5368.

Sunday, May 5—Finger Food Potluck after Worship
Please bring a finger food to share:
chicken nuggets * cheese * sandwiches * meat rolls * crackers
fruit * cookies * any other finger food item—Be creative!
OPEN HOUSE & FAMILY PROMISE MISSIONS
Mother’s Day Donations
Thank you, East Woods retreat women, for your generous
Mother’s Day Basket donations!
They have provided a huge start on preparing 30
baskets for mothers at Open House Ministries
and Family Promise.
Both missions provide homeless shelter for families.
A shopping list is on the Opportunity Table.
Questions or want to help?
See Conni Pfeifer.
Please place your donations in the marked box
by April 28.
Mark your calendars now and begin saving your items for the
ANNUAL EAST WOODS RUMMAGE SALE July 26 & 27
Page 4

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY

We are looking for SUNDAY SCHOOL ADULT VOLUNTEERS
for April and May.
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway near the Nursery
or see Cathy Roeper.

EASTER EGG HUNT East Woods’ 6th annual Community Easter Egg Hunt
will be held on Saturday, April 20 at 11:00 AM.
We are asking for donations of individually-wrapped candy to fill more than
2,500 plastic eggs that will be scattered for our hunt.
We will be collecting candy through Sunday, April 14.
For more information, contact Tim Martinez at tmartinez0408@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATES FOR VBS 2019
Sunday, June 23rd - Thursday, June 28th 5-8:00 PM
Join us and Mill Plain United Methodist as we go
To Mars and Beyond!
Volunteer Opportunities available on our Opportunity Counter
For questions or more information, see Cathy Roeper.
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THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB
2nd and 4th Sundays, 9 am—Willow Room
At the recommendation of Pastor Brian,
our current book is
Subversive Sabbath, the Surprising Power of Rest in a
Nonstop World, by A.J.Swoboda.
This will be our study through April.
Everyone is invited; book notes are always shared before our meetings.
For more information, contact Carol Domench at 360-687-6911.

Do you have digital pictures of the
church, church members or church
events?
Share them with everyone. Email
your pictures to
slides@eastwoodspres.org and they
will be added to the church archive
and displayed on the monitor in the
narthex.

Please note new date!
EAST WOODS IS PARTICIPATING IN NIGHT STRIKE on
Thursday,
May 23, 6-9:30 PM.
Night Strike is a community gathering that mobilizes
volunteers/services, meets felt needs, and develops
relationships that transform lives.
It is a unique opportunity for people to spend time under the Burnside Bridge
every Thursday night to love people because people matter.
It is an opportunity for members of Portland’s homeless community to hang
out, enjoy a hot meal, receive a free haircut or shave, have their feet washed
and have their old shoes/clothes/sleeping bags replaced.
It is also a chance for you to come down and share in the experience, help
serve the needs of the homeless in our community, and more importantly,
invest in lives and build relationships with the people you meet.
Please sign up in Evergreen Hall (Narthex) to participate.
We will meet in the East Woods parking lot at 6 PM to head for Portland.
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East Woods Activities - Save the Date
April 3
April 6
April 9
April 10
April 11
April 11
April 13
April 14
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 20
April 21
April 23
April 24
April 25
April 25
April 29
May 5

Youth Group, 6:30—8 PM, Redwood Room
Music Team Rehearsal, 10—Noon
Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM, Maple Room
Youth Group, 6:30—8 PM, Redwood Room
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room
Session Meeting, 6 PM
Men’s Breakfast, 7:30—9 AM, Evergreen Hall
PALM SUNDAY
Youth Group, 6:30—8 PM, Redwood Room
Session Meeting, 6 PM
GOOD FRIDAY—TENEBRAE SERVICE, 7 PM
EWPC Annual Easter Egg Hunt, 11 AM
EASTER SUNDAY, WORSHIP AT 6:30 AND 10 AM
Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM, Maple Room
Youth Group, 6:30—8 PM, Redwood Room
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room
Session Meeting, 6 PM
Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour at McMenamins, 5:30 PM
Finger Food Potluck, following Worship
For more information on these events, please visit our
“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings .

DID YOU KNOW that a Scottish-born American Presbyterian
pastor, George MacPherson Docherty, was the principal
initiator of adding “under God” to our Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag? At the time, 1954, he was pastor of the New York
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington, DC. Abraham
Lincoln had routinely attended there and it became a custom
for succeeding US Presidents to attend on “Lincoln
Sunday” (the nearest one to Lincoln’s birthday.) When President Dwight
Eisenhower attended on February 7, 1954, Pastor Docherty preached a sermon
calling for the addition of the words “under God” to the Pledge. The next day,
the President and Congress began the procedure to do so, and it subsequently
became official. So the next time you have occasion to say the Pledge to the
Flag, remember its Presbyterian roots!
May Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, April 16
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM – 3 PM
Church Phone: 944-5841
16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
Rev. Bill Sperry, Pastor
Rev. Brian Craker, Bridge Pastor
Susie Freeman, Church Admin
Lisa Pickering, Interim Worship Music Leader
Chris Lashley, Worship Coordinator
Kaylan Lathrop, Nursery Attendant

(On Military Deployment)
pastor@eastwoodspres.org
susie@eastwoodspres.org
lisa@eastwoodspres.org
chris_lashley10@yahoo.com
kaylan.laythrop@gmail.com
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Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org

16210 NE 20th Street
Vancouver, WA 98684
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