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From Pastor Brian: 
 

FALL SERMON SERIES:  

“WHAT WE BELIEVE” A STUDY OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

The early church was experiencing their first leadership hand-off, as the 

second generation of leaders are beginning to take their places in this 

exploding new faith called the Christian Church. The Gospel message 

continues to spread exponentially throughout the Roman Empire, while at the 

same time the Apostles are coming to the end of their earthly lives as many of 

them face martyrdom for their zeal and unwavering worship of Jesus Christ. 

As these new younger leaders move up, they sense a great need to preserve the 

teachings of Christ from the apostles in a way that is both easily remembered, 

and easily shared with others. Thus under these circumstances the earliest form 

of the Apostles’ Creed took shape.  
 

Outside of the New Testament scriptures, the Apostles’ Creed is one of the 

most beautiful gifts to come out of the early Church. The Apostles’ Creed met 

three purposes for the early Church:  
 

 to teach new believers the core beliefs of Christianity 

 to combat false teachings threatening the Church 

 to unify & strengthen the faith community in the face of persecution.   
 

So why should we take the time to study this ancient Creed today?  As we look 

at the historical context in which this Creed came into being, we’ll 

undoubtedly discover significant parallels to our current Pacific Northwest 

culture. In the midst of a more connected world, these ancient words still speak 

simply and clearly what it means to be a Christian, as well as reminding us the 

simple yet profound faith we share with Christian sisters and brothers around 

the world. No matter how short or long our Christian journey has been, a 

journey in the footsteps of the Apostles’ teachings always breathe a refreshing 

wind into the sails of our faith. 

 
Continued on page 2 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

    

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He 

descended to the dead.  On the third day He rose again; He 

ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
 

I believe in the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Fall 2019 Sermon Series: What We Believe  
(Apostles’ Creed Study) 

 
Date Passage Sermon Idea/Title 

Sept 8 Mark 9:14-29 I Believe… 

Help My Unbelief! 
Apostles Creed  

Introduction 

Sept 15 Isa. 45:18-23; Matt. 7:9-11 In God Alone 

Sept 22 Matt. 16:13-18; Col. 1:15-

20 

The One & Only 

Sept 29 Luke 1:26-38 Miraculous Birth 

Oct 6 Isa. 53:3-12; 1 Pet. 2:24-25; 

3:18-20; 4:6 

Necessary Suffering 

Oct 13 1 Cor. 15:1-8; Acts 1:1-11 Why Easter was only the 

Beginning 

Oct 20 Rev. 1:1-8 The Just Judge 

Oct 27 John 15:26-16:15 Come, Holy Spirit 

Nov 3 1 Pet. 2:4-10 The Communion of Saints 

Nov 10 1 John 1:5-2:2 True Forgiveness 

Nov 17 1 Cor. 15:38-58 Why “Forever” isn’t a 

scary word… 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH  & FAMILY EVENTS 

                                                     

           STUDENT MINISTRIES FALL KICKOFF 
 

Our Fall Kickoff starts Sunday, September 8th, with 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th grades 

happening during the service and a class for youth 

going into 6th – 12th grades at 9:00AM.  
 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks  10AM  

Part of our Fall Kickoff includes the Blessing of 

the Backpacks. So if you are a student of any 

age or a teacher, we invite you to bring your 

chosen backpack or bag to be prayed over during 

the service. 

 

The Kickoff continues with a BBQ for the whole congregation   

for all ages after the service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Youth Group Kicks off September 11th at 6:30 PM for those going into 

6th – 12th grades with a welcome break from studies featuring a bonfire, games, 

snacks, songs, and a short lesson.  We hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Teachers for Children & Youth 

Sunday Mornings & Wednesday Evening 
 

Have you ever felt called to volunteer with our children here at East Woods? 

We are in the process of scheduling teachers, assistants, and leaders for both 

Sunday School classes and Youth Group. Opportunities include: Children’s 

Sunday School Teacher and Assistant during worship service, Youth Sunday 

School Teacher at 9:00 AM, Youth Group leaders Wednesday evenings 6:30-

8:00 PM. We are looking for a few good men and women to step up and commit 

to 1 week a month for the rest of the year.  
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NO-SEW FLEECE BLANKET PROJECT,  

SPONSORED BY OUR MISSION COMMISSION 

Now that we are participating in the Family Promise program,  it seems a 

good fit to focus our annual blanket making/collection project on providing no

-sew fleece blankets for the participants in the program.  How welcoming it 

would be to be able to provide each family member with their own fleece 

blanket to keep. A lightweight, quick drying fleece blanket can make a 

difference for the homeless, either to those Family Promise or to someone 

sleeping in their car or outside this winter. We will dedicate the first 14 

blankets to Family Promise, then distribute any others to Safe Park, a 

program that supports a safe place for people living in their cars to park 

overnight. There are several ways any of our East Woods members and 

attendees can help: 
 

 Join us during Connecting Time (9:00 - 10:00 

AM each Sunday in October while we work on 

cutting and tying the blankets.  It's a great time in 

which everyone can participate - if you can tie a 

balloon closed, you can tie a blanket!  It's 

surprising how much can get done while you are 

getting to know your fellow East Woods 

members, and contributing a little of your time 

and talent to our Mission project.  No experience 

necessary! 

 If you are not able to join us, you are welcome to pick up a one-page 

instruction sheet, or a "raw" or "ready to tie" fabric set so that you can work 

at home.  We will be happy to help you get started.  

 

Please contact Pat Norby if you have any questions at  

(360) 604-0042 home, or (360) 600-6391 cell. 

Note from Lynne Helmke: 
 

Our WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

will resume on Tuesday, September 

10 at 10 AM, here at EWPC.  We enjoyed lively and respectful discussions last 

time, and I’m sure this study will be no different.  We will again be using 

Presbyterian Women material, and the topic is: “Love Carved in Stone; A 

Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments.”  We meet on the 2nd and 4th 

Tuesdays of each month.  If you’re interested, please see either me or Peggy 

Konzek. The cost for the book is $10 + shipping.  We hope you will join us! 
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Family Promise of Clark County helps homeless children and their families 

transition into stable and permanent housing.  Volunteer opportunities: our 

need is urgent!  Will you help us fill our shifts? 

Day Center Assistant: Sat. and Sun.: 8-11 AM, 11AM—2 PM, 2-5 PM. 

Family Promise Van Driver: Mon.–Sun., 1.5 hr. shifts (6-7:30 AM, 5-6:30 PM) 

Contact: Lindsay Newcomer, 360-210-5165, 

lnewcomer@familypromiseofclarkco.org  to complete 4 easy steps: 

1) attend a 1-hr. orientation; 2) fill out a background check form;  

3) complete a quick online child safety training;  

4) schedule your shifts through our website. 

Day Center location:  324 NE Oak Street, Camas.  

East Woods will be hosting Family Promise guests beginning  

Sunday, September 1! Please sign up to help in Evergreen Hall (Narthex).  

Our wish tree will be up soon with the food needs for the week. 
 

Questions? Please ask Peggy Konzek or Lynne Helmke. 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

It is time to start packing those shoeboxes!   

Last year we packed 62 boxes, how many can we do this 

year?? 

Samaritan’s Purse is an international relief organiza-

tion that works around the world.  From Children to 

Seniors, people pack shoebox gifts each year to bless 

children across the globe and at home.  There are different ways you can help:  

1.You can pack a shoebox.   

2.You can donate items to fill a shoebox.   

3.Donate $9 to help in the shipping cost of a shoebox. 

Packing a shoebox is easy. The last day to turn in a shoebox will be Nov. 17th.  

Choose to pack a box for a boy or girl from 3 different age groups.   

You will pack the box.  Cathy has a limited amount of boxes or  

you can use your own average size shoe box.   
Shop for items to fill your box.  We have a suggested list of items for each age 

group, see Cathy.  A WOW item is suggested for each box, we have beanie babies 

at church you can add.  NO liquids, toothpaste or candy are allowed in the boxes.  

Or learn more about what goes into a shoebox at:  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-

shoebox-suggestions/ 
You can leave a message in the box if you wish and you should pray over the box. 
Before closing the lid, place the suggested donations of $9 on top so it’s easy to 

find (checks made out to Good Samaritan). When closing the box, PLEASE use a 

rubber band (not tape) and make sure it is properly labeled with age group and 

gender!  Thank you so much for your support! 

Cathy Roeper, Children & Family Ministry Elder 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/


Page 6 

DEACON OF THE MONTH  
 

We are delighted to welcome Keith Bloss 

into the Deacon Ministry!   
 

Keith, and his wife Gwen, have been 

active members of EWPC since becoming 

members in 2011.  Keith previously 

served as Elder for Buildings & Grounds 

and continues to be actively involved in 

this commission, serving as the Building 

Liaison for outside groups, purchasing 

most building supplies and coordinating 

the incredible cleaning teams.  He is also 

actively engaged with East Woods Men's 

Ministry, helping coordinate both the Men's monthly breakfast and the annual 

Men's Retreat. He also serves on the Land Sale Committee and is a Sunday 

School volunteer.   
 

Outside of East Woods, he is active as a volunteer in the Oregon Trails Walk 

to Emmaus (OTWTE) Retreat and volunteers for Family Promise of Clark 

County and Night Strike events.  
 

In addition to church activities, Keith enjoys hiking, playing golf, running 

marathons, walking their dog, Posey, home-improvement projects and of 

course, spending time with family and his amazing wife, Gwen!  Keith is also 

the proud father to sons Stephen and Jack! 
 

He is Deacon to: Wayne and Keli Denman, Chuck and Kim Dunn, Donna and 

Ron Frazier, Jeff Kennedy, Chris and Janet Luck, Tammy O'Neil, Timothy 

and Janice Paulat, Lisa and Kirk Pickering, Dave and Anne Sauerbrey and 

Tawnya Mahurin (Dave’s and Anne's daughter), Richard and Sherry Scoville, 

Molly Sperry, John and Donna Weaver. 
 

We welcome him to our group!   

 

 

 

Save the Date! 

 

 

Trunk-or-Treat 
Sunday, October 27th, 3:00-5:00 PM 

 

Help us welcome children from our congregation and neighborhood by 

decorating your car’s trunk and handing out candy.  

We’re looking for 10-12 “trunks” and will be collecting candy donations 

beginning the first Sunday in October. Questions? Contact Kevin. 
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Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM – 3 PM 

Church Phone:  944-5841 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

  Rev. Bill Sperry,       Pastor                                     (On Military Deployment)  

  Rev. Brian Craker   Bridge Pastor                          pastor@eastwoodspres.org                    

  Susie Freeman          Church Admin                        susie@eastwoodspres.org 

  Lisa Pickering          Worship Music Leader           lisa@eastwoodspres.org  

  Chris Lashley           Worship Coordinator              chris_lashley10@yahoo.com 

  Kevin Gates              Children & Youth Director    kevin@eastwoodspres.org  

  Cait Ridley                Nursery Attendant 
 

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org  

and on facebook at  www.facebook.com/eastwoodspres   

                       East Woods Activities - Save the Date 

 

September 1-8     Family Promise Guests, daily 5:30 PM—7:30 AM 

September 4        No Youth Group 

September 8        Theology Book Club, 9 AM, Willow Room 

September 8        Blessing of the Backpacks, 10 AM 

September 8        BBQ for whole congregation—after Worship 

September 11      Youth Group, Fall Kickoff, 6:30-8 PM, Redwood Room 

September 12      Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room 

September 14      Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9 AM, Evergreen Hall 

September 17      October Newsletter Deadline 

September 18      Youth Group, 6:30-8 PM, Redwood Room 

September 22      Theology Book Club, 9 AM, Willow Room 

September 25      Youth Group, 6:30-8 PM, Redwood Room 

September 26      Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room 

September 30      Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour, McMenamins, 5:30 PM 
 

For more information on these events, please visit our 

“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings . 

 October Newsletter  deadline—Tuesday, September 17 

 

THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB 

2nd and 4th Sundays, 9 AM—Willow Room 

When Bad Things Happen to Good People 

 by Harold Kushner 

The next book is: 

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus by Nabeel Qureshi 

(Third Edition) 

For more information, contact Carol Domench at 

360-687-6911  

mailto:pastor@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:secretary@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:lisa@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:chris_lashley10@yahoo.com
mailto:kevin@eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings
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