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Dear East Woods Family and Friends~ 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior.  Maybe by now 

you’ve noticed.  We have a new church logo!  Gwen Wagner, our Elder of 

Communication, gets the most credit for the effort, though many of you also 

helped in providing ideas and feedback.  The opinion of the church office staff 

is that the new logo is outstanding, and now Session is starting to talk about an 

updated purpose or vision statement to go along with it.   
 

Recently, I’ve been thinking that our congregation’s motto could be “East 

Woods works!”  Actually, I’m not all that serious about adopting it as a motto, 

but I do think it’s true of this congregation.  And, I’ve seen lots of examples of 

it being true over the past few months.  Thanks to the hard work of our 

Fundraising Committee and so many of you, we had a Rummage Sale and a 

Food-Art-Music Festival that really worked. Both events were delivered with 

exceptional quality, raised valuable funds to benefit missions and ministries in 

the congregation and community, and brought people together from within East 

Woods and from around us, too.   
 

This past Sunday, the work of God’s Spirit joined with the work of faithful 

families and youth ministry workers to allow us to celebrate five 

baptisms.  Those experiences work to strengthen the foundations of our family 

of faith, just like the All Church Picnic did following that Sunday’s worship 

service.  In all of those things, I see the workings of our current purpose 

statement: worship, community, and discipleship.  In partnership with God, 

that’s great fruit from a faithful and hardworking congregation.   
 

In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus said, “… every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 

tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 

good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 

the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”  Matthew 7:17-20, RSV 
 

By the fruit I see, East Woods is a really good tree – a tree that is working in 

love to bear much fruit.  That gives me great confidence as I look ahead to my 

290-day military mobilization, starting this coming mid-January.  In case you 

weren’t in worship on August 26th to hear the announcement, I’ll be serving as 

a base chaplain in Bahrain from mid-January 2019 until the start of Advent. In 

the meantime, I have no doubt that East Woods will continue to walk in faith, 

work in love, and bear great fruit.  Even though my mobilization is military 

work, it is far from classified!  So, please feel free to ask questions or to offer 

your thoughts.                                                                           Continued on page 2 
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Session is already at work seeking interim pastoral leadership and defining a 

covenant agreement for the work that pastor will do during my absence.  As 

much as possible, we’ll keep you up to date on the steps and the progress.  In 

the meantime, please pray that the process will be smooth and that God will 

present the right fit for the ministry at hand.  And, take a look inside this 

newsletter for information about many of the other great events, ministries and 

opportunities coming up during the next couple of months.   
 

In the words of the Apostle Paul, “my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let 

nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the 

Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”  
 

1 Corinthians 15:58  
 

Your fellow worker for His glory ~ Bill 

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL CONFERENCE – SEPTEMBER 21-22 
 

Columbia Presbyterian Church invites you to a weekend event with Jerry 

Sittser, Professor of Theology at Whitworth University in Spokane, WA and 

author of many books, including A Grace Disguised: How the Soul Grows 

through Loss.  Much of this weekend’s content will be drawn from his course 

entitled “The Third Way.” 

Brochures are available in Evergreen Hall. 

The cost for the conference is $21 per person; $11 per student, 

or $42 per couple or family. 

You may register online through the CPC website: 

www.columbiapresbyterian.org .   

THE ANNUAL HABITAT FOR HUMANITY "RAISE THE ROOF" 

BENEFIT BREAKFAST will take place on Thursday, 

September 6, from 7:30-8:30 AM in the Vancouver Hilton 

Heritage Ballroom.  Each year, this event brings together 

Habitat staff, Habitat homeowner families, area business 

partners, elected officials, donors and volunteers to celebrate 

and learn more about the mission of Habitat for Humanity and 

its amazing impact on affordable housing in Clark County.  If you are 

interested in attending, contact Rich Helmke at Rich_Helmke@yahoo.com, or 

visit the event website at https://www.ehfh.org/2018breakfast/ 

http://www.columbiapresbyterian.org
mailto:Rich_Helmke@yahoo.com
https://www.ehfh.org/2018breakfast/


Page 3 

FAMILY MINISTRIES 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 9 IS FALL KICK-OFF SUNDAY!  School is 

starting and a "new season" of church activities is on the 

way!  Be sure to bring your School Backpacks - or 

whatever bag you are using for school activities - to 

church on Sunday, Sept 9th because we want to bless it 

and you for this "new year."  We will also have family packets with fun 

information about fall activities at East Woods, this year's registration form for 

"Sunday School", and maybe a few other surprises! 

Now is the time to sign up to Worship with the Kids!  Grab your spot during 

the Fall to help out during Sunday School & Children’s Worship.  Signups can 

be made in the classroom hall.   

Questions? -   Chat with CarrieAnn  

YOUTH  
 

 

FALL YOUTH RETREAT IS AROUND THE CORNER 

The Youth Commission is excited to confirm that 

there will be a Fall Youth Retreat September 21-23, 

2018!  It will be held at Black Diamond Camps in 

Auburn, WA.  All 6th graders thru 12 graders are 

welcome (so those starting 6th grade this year – that means you too!).  The 

Youth Commission will be covering half of the cost for each participant and 

has been able, with fundraising, to lower the cost of the Retreat to $15 per 

participant.  Activities at Black Diamond include Zip Line, Archery Tag, 

Swimming and more.  

Register by Sept 2nd by completing a release form (can be found online) and 

submitting that to Jeff Kennedy (jeff.kennedy@member.mensa.org) or  

Tim Martinez (tmartinez0408@gmail.com) 

IT’S BACK TO SCHOOL AT MILL PLAIN ELEMENTARY  
 

School is starting and the kids and teachers need our help. They have an 

ongoing need of shoes and snacks. The shoes can be gently used or new,  and 

the snacks can be bulk or individually wrapped.  Other items of need are 

Kleenex, toothpaste, soaps, feminine hygiene, etc.  School supplies aren’t 

necessarily needed, but would also be welcome,  especially backpacks and 

paper.  A more complete list of needs is on the table above the Mill Plain bin 

in Evergreen Hall (Narthex); please put your donations there.   All donations 

are greatly appreciated.  Contact Conni Pfeifer at 360-281-5368 with any 

questions. 

 

CHILDREN 

mailto:jeff.kennedy@member.mensa.org
mailto:tmartinez0408@gmail.com
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR 2018 RUMMAGE SALE! 

Together we raised nearly $3,000! 

Thank you to the volunteers, the rummage donators and the shoppers! 

Be sure to put on your calendar: 
 

THE NINTH ANNUAL BLESSING OF OUR ANIMAL COMPANIONS 
 

Sunday, October 7, 2018 at 5 PM at East Woods 
 

At East Woods Presbyterian Church, we once again want to acknowledge 

God’s beloved creatures and celebrate the emotional connection between us 

and the animals in our lives.  We encourage everyone in the family to attend 

along with their critters! 
 

Our service consists of music, a reading, and a brief message.  Then, each 

family comes forward to introduce their pets and share a short history of them. 

All our animal friends will receive a blessing by our pastor, Bill Sperry. 
 

We welcome all socialized and reasonably well-behaved pets.  Dogs need to 

be on short leads and cats and other animal friends must be in carriers, bowls 

or cages.  If you think your pet may be uncomfortable participating in the 

service, we suggest you bring a picture of him/her instead. 
 

 

You do not have to bring a pet in order to attend— 

come meet our “extended” families! 

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Did you know… 
 

¶ There are currently 14 women contributing their knitting and crocheting 

talents. 

¶ The prayer shawls are each given in a color-coordinated bag that includes 

a letter and a prayer. 

¶ The shawls are distributed to East Woods members and friends and also 

taken to Legacy Hospital in Salmon Creek and 

Adventist Hospital in Portland. The hospital 

chaplains distribute them to patients as they see 

a need. 

¶ Prayer Shawl Ministry has been active at  

        East Woods since 2005.  So far in 2018, we 

        have made a total of 114 shawls, for a total of  

        3,298 since the ministry began. 



Page 5 

PCUSA INTERNATIONAL PEACEMAKER VISITS THIS FALL IN OCTOBER  

 

Saturday, October 6 
 

11:00 AM Gathering at East Woods 

 

Carl Horton, coordinator of the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program said, “Last 

year, Presbyterians went to Madagascar and this year we are bringing one of 

the leaders of the church there to speak.”  The speaker, Holiniaina (Holly) 

Rakotondralambo, will be at three events hosted by the Presbytery of the 

Cascades. She serves as programs director for the Department of Development 

for our partner denomination in Madagascar.  The 5-million member Church 

of Jesus Christ in Madagascar is known by its Malagasy acronym, FJKM, 

whose ministries respond to the challenges of poverty, human exploitation, 

social and political conflict and environmental degradation.  Holly coordinates 

five integrated programs that address issues of food security and nutrition, 

community health, environmental care, sustainable development and disaster 

response.  PCUSA funds will be used to install village tree nurseries, train 

farmers and pastors in agriculture and aboriculture to provide sustainable 

livelihoods and reduce environmental impact, and create and operate an 

environmental education program in primary schools. 

 

We’d like to see all the Portland/Vancouver Metro Area and beyond come and 

join us: 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Saturday, October 6 

11:00 am Gathering at East Woods Presbyterian Church 

16210 NE 20th St, Vancouver, WA 98684 

Phone: (360) 944-5841 

Jackie Tyler, Mission chairperson 

 

Sunday, October 7 

Worship at 10:00 am followed by Lunch at 

Hillsboro Presbyterian Church 

172 N.E. 32nd Avenue Hillsboro, OR 97124 

Phone: 503-648-5660 

Bob Stebe, pastor 

 

Sunday, October 7 

4:00-6:00 pm Potluck Dinner hosted by the Presbyterian Urban Network 

at 

Colonial Heights Presbyterian Church 

2828 SE Stephens St, Portland, OR 97214 

Phone: (503) 236-2430 

Debra Pulse, Moderator of the Board of Deacons, CHPC 
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THE WALK TO EMMAUS 
 

Cynthia Younger, Adult Ministries Elder 
 

The Walk to Emmaus is a long weekend of spiritual renewal.  The weekend is 

spent listening to fifteen talks about God’s grace, having time to spend away 

from everyday cares in a loving environment, having fun, eating without having 

to cook or clean-up, sharing communion and having the opportunity to talk, if 

desired, with clergy.  It is closest to a cloistered retreat, but its effect tends to be 

much more enduring. Its focus is on expressing love and God’s grace to the 

attendees, who are referred to as Pilgrims.  
 

The Walk to Emmaus is a gift given in love, just as Christ gave himself.  All 

who love the Lord are invited, just as everyone who has faith in Christ is invited 

to the Lord’s Table.  All that is required is a desire to attend.  A person who 

attends as a Pilgrim is neither required nor expected to do anything, except be 

open to the experience. Just as attendance is, participation afterwards is totally 

voluntary.  In the Oregon Trails Walk to Emmaus community, we have also 

taken it one step further by providing the experience to our Pilgrims free of cost.  

We pay it forward if we are blessed to share the experience by sponsoring a 

Pilgrim. Any money spent is for putting the walks on, and most goes to pay for 

food.  The Walks are totally run by volunteers. Because nothing is required of 

Pilgrims after their experience (no dues, no commitments); it is neither a club 

nor a cult. 
 

Many who attend find they are profoundly impacted, even changed, by the 

experience.  But this is not universally true. The experience that any one 

individual has depends on whether he/she truly wishes to attend. Most Pilgrims 

have an enjoyable experience. Only a very a small percentage do not.  Many of 

us can witness to an answered prayer, either our own or that of others.    If the 

Pilgrim is open to what is possible, the outcome is in God’s hands. The 

blessings can be miraculous. 
 

We enthusiastically invite our fellow Christians to join.  However, we respect 

others’ concerns and strive to accept refusals with grace.  We do not love 

someone less if he or she chooses not to participate. For anyone who desires this 

marvelous experience, those of us who have attended make every effort to make 

sure that person can attend. The next Men's Walk to Emmaus is October 4th - 

7th.  The next Women's Walk is October 18th - 21st.   If you have any other 

questions, please feel free to talk with Cynthia Younger or Gwendolyn 

Wagner, or anyone who has attended. 

A NEW WAY TO HELP – CONGREGATIONAL CARE FUND 
 

Sometimes we are greatly blessed.  Sometimes we need a little extra help.   East 

Woods has a new way to ensure that we can share a little of our blessings with 

those of us who have needs.  We are making it easy to designate resources for 

helping each other in time of need.  Beginning today, just buy a Script gift 

card.  On the back of the order form, you will be able to order cards designated 

for the Congregational Care Fund.  Order forms can be found on the opportunity 

counter. Those Script cards will be made available for the pastor to provide to 

help our friends and neighbors.  What a wonderful way to love each other. 
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Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM 
 

Church Phone:  944-5841 
 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

Rev. Bill Sperry         pastor@eastwoodspres.org  

Susie Freeman           Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org 

CarrieAnn Baker      Family Ministries Director, carrieann@eastwoodspres.org   

Bake Baker                Student Ministries Teacher, bake@eastwoodspres.org  

Cathy Roeper             Nursery Coordinator, cathyroeper@gmail.com   

Chris Lashley             Worship Coordinator, chris_lashley10@yahoo.com 

                   East Woods Activities - Save the Date 
 

 

Sept. 8                  Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9 am, Evergreen Hall 

Sept. 11                Family Promise Meeting, 6 pm, Maple Room 

Sept. 13                Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 pm, Redwood Room 

Sept. 21-23           Fall  Youth Retreat 

Sept. 24                Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour at McMenamins, 5:30 pm 

Sept. 27                Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room 

Oct. 4-7                Men’s Walk to Emmaus 

Oct. 7                   Ninth Annual Animal Blessing, 5 PM 

Oct. 18-21            Women’s Walk to Emmaus 

Oct. 26-28            Men’s Retreat, Lincoln City, OR 
 

For more information on these events, please visit our 

“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings . 

 

 

For any Deacon needs: 

Please call Lynne Helmke at 360-883-5661 
 

For Prayer Requests:  

Please contact Judy England, 360-601-7567 Email: englandj44@comcast.net  

 

October Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, September 18 

LADIES OF EAST WOODS, SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Our 2019 Women’s Retreat will be March 8, 9 and 10 

at a lovely home in a beautiful 20 acre vineyard 

in nearby Brush Prairie. 

Come for the weekend or just for the days! 

mailto:pastor@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:secretary@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:chris_lashley10@yahoo.com
http://www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings
mailto:englandj44@comcast.net
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