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2019 

Newsletter 

October 

Greetings from Pastor Bill: 
 

Dear East Woods Family and Friends~ 
 

October blessings to each of you!  First of all, I want to offer a note of thanks 

to the many of you who sent care packages during the past couple of 

months.  Even though it has been as dry as an Arabian desert outside, care 

items like trail mix, gum and sports drink mix have been raining down on us in 

our offices, thanks to you.  In one day, we got six boxes from East Woods, 

prompting the postal workers on base to say, “Man, someone in the states must 

really love you guys.”  We feel the love!  Please keep praying for peace and 

stability in this part of the world. 
 

As I start my last full month of deployment, I’m getting more and more excited 

about being back in the U.S. with you all. But, you’d better believe that, while 

I’m still here, I’m taking full advantage of some remarkable opportunities. As I 

write, I’m in Garmisch, Germany, a beautiful Bavarian town, for yet another 

Chaplain Corps training.  The day before the training, I drove with three others 

from our team to Neuschwanstein Castle (see included 

photo). Neuschwanstein was commissioned by King Ludwig II in the late 

19thCentury, and it is famous in part for being the inspiration behind Disney’s 

Snow White Castle.   
 

The castle is spectacular, but its story in connection to Ludwig’s life is a bit 

sad.  His embrace of Christianity led him to prize the virtue of purity so deeply 

that he had Neuschwanstein built in an isolated location.  The swan, 

representing purity, was the Swan King’s favorite symbol.  The remote 

location allowed Ludwig to spend time in solitude away from the world he saw 

as unclean.  You can imagine the fortune he spent on the castle, which was 

only one of three lavish residences he owned.  Most accounts suggest he lived 

a lonely life.  He died at the age of 40, likely killed by a political rival.  He 

never saw the completion of the castle, and he never had even one opportunity 

to sit on the throne in the castle’s throne room. 
 

Jesus was a very different kind of king.  He spent no money on castles for 

himself but instead described himself as having no place to lay his head.  The 

wealth he had he used to make others richer in spirit, in life, in purpose and in 

mercy.  Though at times he withdrew to solitary places to be with Father God, 

his kingship on earth was lived out in community.  And, rather than avoiding 

the unclean world, Jesus befriended the outcasts and used his purity to offer 

righteousness and salvation to the world.               Continued on Page 2   
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Fall 2019 Sermon Series: What We Believe  
(Apostles’ Creed Study) 

Date Passage Sermon Idea/Title 

Oct 6 Isa. 53:3-12; 1 Pet. 2:24-25; 

3:18-20; 4:6 

Necessary Suffering 

Oct 13 1 Cor. 15:1-8; Acts 1:1-11 Why Easter was only the 

Beginning 

Oct 20 Rev. 1:1-8 The Just Judge 

Oct 27 John 15:26-16:15 Come, Holy Spirit 

Nov 3 1 Pet. 2:4-10 The Communion of Saints 

Nov 10 1 John 1:5-2:2 True Forgiveness 

Nov 17 1 Cor. 15:38-58 Why “Forever” isn’t a 

scary word… 

Continued from Page 1 
 

I’m as guilty as King Ludwig II for sometimes misunderstanding and misinter-

preting what it means to truly follow Jesus.  But, this I know.  I’ve had a lot of 

time now feeling withdrawn from the community I love most, and I believe 

our Heavenly Father has helped me to be better prepared to return to you all in 

leadership and partnership and discipleship.  Lord willing, I’ll get to see you 

all for the Sunday worship service Pastor Brian will lead on December 1.   
 

In the meantime, know that I continue to pray for you.  I’m deeply grateful for 

the faithful work you’ve continued to do while I’ve been on deployment. And, 

I’m excited about joining you again for the journey ahead.  Blessings to you in 

the meantime!   

~ Bill 

 

From Pastor Brian: 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH  & FAMILY EVENTS 

CHILDREN & FAMILY    
 

Kindergarten & 3rd grade Bible Presentation  

Sunday, October 13th | 10:00 AM during Worship service 

Each Autumn East Woods celebrates its tradition of 

presenting Bibles to those in Kindergarten and 3rd grade. 

God has given us His Word so that we can understand 

Him and know Him. If we want to know God, we will 

plunge ourselves into the story of His people and His 

Son. If we want our children to know God fully and 

intimately, we will lead and walk with them as they 

engage in His Word. 
 

We are excited to celebrate this milestone with our 

families at East Woods. It is our desire to support you in your role as parents, 

equipping you with the tools you need to foster a nurturing and Christ-centered 

environment.  If you have a kindergartner or 3rd grader, please be sure to 

connect with Kevin to be sure we have your child’s information.  
 

Trunk or Treat Event 
 

Please see  next page  
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           
 

YOUTH 
 

Corn Maze 2019! 
 

Friday, October 18th | 6:00 PM 

6th- 12th graders are invited to meet up at 

the church to head out for some corn 

maze fun at Bi-Zi Farms. Please bring 

$7 for admission. Be sure that we have a 

Permission Form for your student before 

we head out!  

Questions? Contact Kevin (kevin@eastwoodspres.org | (503) 866-8904) 

 

 

Youth Halloween Party 
 

Wednesday, October 30th | 6:30-8:00 PM 

6th-12th grade students are encouraged to 

invite their friends and meet at the church for 

an evening of games, prizes, pizza, and candy. 

Costumes are encouraged at this evening of 

fun together. 

mailto:kevin@eastwoodspres.org
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

It is time to start packing those shoeboxes!   

Last year we packed 62 boxes, how many can we do this 

year?? 

Samaritan’s Purse is an international relief organiza-

tion that works around the world.  From Children to 

Seniors, people pack shoebox gifts each year to bless 

children across the globe and at home.  There are different ways you can help:  

1.You can pack a shoebox.   

2.You can donate items to fill a shoebox.   

3.Donate $9 to help in the shipping cost of a shoebox. 

Packing a shoebox is easy. The last day to turn in a shoebox will be Nov. 17th.  

Choose to pack a box for a boy or girl from 3 different age groups.   

You will pack the box.  Cathy has a limited amount of boxes or  

you can use your own average size shoe box.   
Shop for items to fill your box.  We have a suggested list of items for each age 

group, see Cathy.  A WOW item is suggested for each box, we have beanie babies 

at church you can add.  NO liquids, toothpaste or candy are allowed in the boxes.  

Or learn more about what goes into a shoebox at:  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-

shoebox-suggestions/ 
You can leave a message in the box if you wish and you should pray over the box. 
Before closing the lid, place the suggested donations of $9 on top so it’s easy to 

find (checks made out to Good Samaritan). When closing the box, PLEASE use a 

rubber band (not tape) and make sure it is properly labeled with age group and 

gender!  Thank you so much for your support! 

Cathy Roeper, Children & Family Ministry Elder 

 

 

Trunk-or-Treat 

 

Sunday, October 27th, 3:00-5:00 PM 

 

We are once again sponsoring a Trunk-or-treat 

event at the church, and need 10-12 vehicles 

decorated for children from the community  

to come and receive treats for a fun event.  

We will be accepting donations of individually wrapped candy and/or prizes to 

fill those trunks every Sunday in October. Just drop your donation in the bin in 

the Evergreen Hall. 

Questions? Contact Kevin (kevin@eastwoodspres.org | (503) 866-8904) 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/
mailto:kevin@eastwoodspres.org


Page 5 

 

Our WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP has resumed on the 2nd and 4th 

Tuesdays of each month at 10 AM, here at EWPC.  We are again using 

Presbyterian Women material with the topic: “Love Carved in Stone; A Fresh 

Look at the Ten Commandments.”  Please see either Lynne Helmke or Peggy 

Konzek. The cost for the book is $10 + shipping.   

We hope you will join us! 

NO-SEW FLEECE BLANKET PROJECT,  

SPONSORED BY OUR MISSION COMMISSION 

Now that we are participating in the Family Promise program,  it seems a 

good fit to focus our annual blanket making/collection project on providing no

-sew fleece blankets for the participants in the program.  How welcoming it 

would be to be able to provide each family member with their own fleece 

blanket to keep. A lightweight, quick drying fleece blanket can make a 

difference for the homeless, either to those Family Promise or to someone 

sleeping in their car or outside this winter. We will dedicate the first 14 

blankets to Family Promise, then distribute any others to Safe Park, a 

program that supports a safe place for people living in their cars to park 

overnight. There are several ways any of our East Woods members and 

attendees can help: 
 

 Join us during Connecting Time (9:00 - 10:00 AM 

each Sunday in October while we work on 

cutting and tying the blankets.  It's a great time in 

which everyone can participate - if you can tie a 

balloon closed, you can tie a blanket!  It's 

surprising how much can get done while you are 

getting to know your fellow East Woods members, 

and contributing a little of your time and talent to 

our Mission project.  No experience necessary! 

 

 If you are not able to join us, you are welcome to pick up a one-page 

instruction sheet, or a "raw" or "ready to tie" fabric set so that you can work 

at home.  We will be happy to help you get started.  

 

Please contact Pat Norby if you have any questions at  

(360) 604-0042 home, or (360) 600-6391 cell. 
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THE 10TH ANNUAL BLESSING OF OUR ANIMAL COMPANIONS 

AT EAST WOODS 
 

Sunday, October 6 at 5 PM         

Invite your friends and neighbors. 

This is a great outreach opportunity for 

our community. 
 

At East Woods Presbyterian Church, we again 

want to acknowledge God’s beloved creatures 

and celebrate the emotional connection between 

us and the animals in our lives. We encourage 

everyone in the family to attend along with their 

critters! 
 

During the service, each family comes forward to introduce their pets, give a 

short history, and receive a blessing by our pastor, Brian Craker. A photo of 

“all family members” will be taken.   
 

We welcome all socialized and reasonably well-behaved pets. Dogs need to be 

on short leads and cats and other animal friends must be in carriers, bowls or 

cages.  If you think your pet may be uncomfortable participating in the service, 

we suggest you bring a picture of him/her instead. 
 

Animal participants in the past have included dogs and cats, chickens and 

ducks, a huge tortoise, fish, bugs…. you get the drift!  We indeed have a 

glorious animal kingdom! 
 

You do not need to have a pet to attend- it is delightful meeting the 

“families” of everyone else. This is a joyful event!   

Please consider participating! 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASSES 
 

BIBLE IN HISTORY 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays, 9 AM 

DVD w/ Ray Vander Laan in Israel  -  Discussion with Pastor Brian 
 

 

THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB 

2nd and 4th Sundays, 9 AM—Willow Room 

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus by Nabeel Qureshi 

For more information,  contact Carol Domench at 360-687-6911  



Page 7 

 

Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM – 3 PM 

Church Phone:  944-5841 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

  Rev. Bill Sperry,       Pastor                                     (On Military Deployment)  

  Rev. Brian Craker   Bridge Pastor                          pastor@eastwoodspres.org                    

  Susie Freeman          Church Admin                        susie@eastwoodspres.org 

  Lisa Pickering          Worship Music Leader           lisa@eastwoodspres.org  

  Chris Lashley           Worship Coordinator              chris_lashley10@yahoo.com 

  Kevin Gates              Children & Youth Director    kevin@eastwoodspres.org  

  Cait Ridley                Nursery Attendant 
 

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org  

and on facebook at  www.facebook.com/eastwoodspres   

                       East Woods Activities - Save the Date 

 

October 2             Youth Group, 6:30-8 PM, Redwood Room 

Oct. 3-6                Men’s Walk to Emmaus 

October 6             Bible in History, Pastor’s Class, 9 AM 

October 6             Animal Blessing Service,  5 PM 

October 8             Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM, Maple Room 

October 9             Youth Group, 6:30-8 PM, Redwood Room 

October 10           Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room 

October 12           Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9 AM, Evergreen Hall 

October 13           Theology Book Club, 9 AM, Willow Room 

October 16           Youth Group, 6:30-8 PM, Redwood Room 

October 17           Session Meeting, 6 PM 

Oct. 17-20            Women’s Walk to Emmaus 

October 18           Youth Group Event: Corn Maze, 6 PM 

October 20           Bible in History, Pastor’s Class, 9 AM 

October 22           Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM, Maple Room 

October 24           Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room 

Oct. 25-27            Men’s Retreat, Lincoln City, OR 

October 27           Theology Book Club, 9 AM, Willow Room 

October 27           Trunk-or-Treat at East Woods, 3-5 PM 

October 28           Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour, 5:30 pm, McMenamins 

October 30           Youth Group Halloween Party, 6:30-8 PM 
 

 

For more information on these events, please visit our 

“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings . 

 November Newsletter  deadline—Tuesday, October 22 

mailto:pastor@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:secretary@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:lisa@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:chris_lashley10@yahoo.com
mailto:kevin@eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings
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