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2017
Dear East Woods Family and Friends,
Each year, October brings familiar events. The first full month of autumn displays
an abundance of color. Geese honk their way through the skies as they migrate
south for the winter. Schools celebrate homecomings, and kids celebrate the
seasonal chance to don costumes and load up on candy.
This year, October brings with it the celebration of a long-awaited
anniversary. 500 years ago, on October 31, 1517, and obscure but faithful German
monk named Martin Luther nailed a one-page document onto the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg. On the document were 95 theses for public debate,
outlining Luther’s concerns over practices in the Roman Catholic Church that he
felt were unbiblical. And, within those theses were words that ignited the
Protestant Reformation, changing the church and the world forever.
Luther never meant to split the church. He simply wanted to see the church he
loved so deeply corrected back to a more faithful and biblical course. In that way,
Luther shared both the heart and experience of Jesus. I don’t see anything in the
Bible to suggest that Jesus, who was a faithful Jew, had any intention of starting a
new faith tradition. Becoming the founder of Christianity was not on Jesus’ agenda
when he exited the glories of heaven and entered Mary’s womb. He came, first and
foremost, to shepherd the lost sheep of the house of Israel and to fulfill the words of
the Hebrew law and prophets. And, as the Gospel of John’s introduction of Jesus
tells us, it did not go well for Jesus. “He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him.” John 1:11
The prophets of history will tell us almost universally that it is not easy to correct
the course of a wayward people. It is often costly. Had Luther’s stubborn
opponents gotten their way with him, the nails used to post the 95 Theses would
have been used to hang Luther in the same way nails were used 1,500 years earlier
on the hill of Calvary. Thankfully, Luther survived, and his legacy and courage
influenced men like John Calvin, one of Luther’s contemporaries and the father
figure of our denomination. Though Lutherans can claim the most direct
association with the man we celebrate at this 500-year anniversary, we as
Presbyterians can certainly take time to reflect with gratitude on Luther’s work and
his place in the family tree of our faith.
During October and November, I’ll be offering two sermon series meant to honor
the legacy of Luther, who honored the legacy of Jesus.
Continued on next page
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First, we’ll take a look at “The Maleficent Seven,” the traditional seven
deadly sins, with the hope of allowing God’s prophetic word to correct our
wayward courses with biblical grace and truth. Second, we’ll look at “The
Five Solas,” the five unique and authoritative truths that formed the
foundation of Luther’s theology and practice. Lord willing, these series
will help us remain both biblical and faithful as we join Luther in
following Jesus the Messiah.
May the love of God, the grace of Jesus, and the fellowship of the Spirit be
with you. ~ Bill

Luther posting the 95 Theses
at Castle Church,
Wittenberg, Germany

Pastor Bill standing in for John
Calvin at the Reformation Museum,
Geneva, Switzerland

To put on your calendar now:
Churches in Partnership
Annual Combined Thanksgiving Worship Service
Tuesday, November 21, 7 pm at Cascades Presbyterian Church
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FAMILY MINISTRIES

HALLOWEEN TRUNK-OR-TREAT AT EAST WOODS
October 29—3-5 PM
We are in need of car-trunks, decorated or not decorated.
It's fun—all you do is sit or stand by your car-trunk and hand out candy.
Please sign up!
We are also requesting individually-wrapped candy to give out.
Donation box is in the Narthex.
Any questions? Please see Peggy Konzek or Cathy Roeper.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD FOR THE SAMARITAN PURSE
We are distributing shoeboxes to fill and will be collecting them by
November 12. It's easy: First pick a child’s gender and age group, then
shop for thoughtful and useful items to fill the box. Please consider filling a
box for a child in need. Any questions? See Cathy Roeper.

_________________________________________________________
YOUTH GROUP OCTOBER EVENT
We have always had fun going through the Bi-Zi Farms
Corn Maze after dark, and this year will be no
exception. We will be doing the maze on Friday, October
20. We will meet at Bi-Zi Farms at 6:30 PM. Meet just
outside the gate; we will all pay and enter as a
group. Bring $5 for admission, plus a flashlight (with good
batteries!). Dress for the weather, and assume the maze
will be muddy! If anybody needs a ride, please let me
know and we can try to arrange carpools as needed.
Bi-Zi Farms is located at 9504 NE 119th Street, Vancouver, WA 98662. It
is about a 9 mile/15 minute drive from the church.
— Jeff Kennedy
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THE DEACONS’ CORNER
Deacons Moderator Lynne Helmke
Prior to joining East Woods, Maria Henry had
been an active member of John Knox Presbyterian
Church in Salem, Oregon for two years. She
married her husband Jim in the summer of 2002
and they moved to central California. Eleven years
later they returned to the Northwest, settling in
Vancouver, Washington to be closer to their five
grandchildren. In December of 2013, Maria
attended her first Sunday service at East Woods
and instantly felt welcomed. In the spring of 2014,
she brought her family to the East Woods’ Easter
egg hunt and they understood her feelings for this church. Even so, she wanted
to be sure that East Woods was where God wanted her to be. So Maria
continued attending a few more services at John Knox and other Presbyterian
churches in the Vancouver area, but her heart continued to bring her back to
East Woods. Maria attended the new members’ class and joined East Woods in
the fall of 2014. During her free time, Maria enjoys working on one of her
craft interests or completing a challenging jigsaw puzzle. On the weekends she
enjoys spending time with her family and attending the many activities of her
grandchildren and great-nieces. Maria is deacon to: Jackie Carr, Judy
England, Mary Helen Johnson, Tom Koecher & Peggy McNees, Glyne &
Shirley Lashley, and Chris Lashley

MISSION
Connecting Time in October:
October 8:
October 15:
October 22:
October 29:

Mission Meeting/Blanket Coverage
Blanket Coverage (Assembling blankets)
Blanket Coverage
Blanket Coverage

Tess Castro, Mission Elder
The kids are back to school and MILL
PLAIN ELEMENTARY needs our help.
They have an ongoing need for shoes
and snacks. The shoes can be new or
gently used. The snacks can be
individually packaged or bulk (i.e. large
bag of pretzels). This is the first year the
teachers cannot ask students or parents to provide snacks. Scrip gift cards are a
great way to donate and give to the church also. All donations would be greatly
appreciated; please put in the Mill Plain box in Evergreen Hall (narthex) or
contact Conni Pfeifer.
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SMALL GROUPS
Fall is back! Want to share a little of life with other disciples? The following
small groups are meeting this Fall:
Connecting Time—Sundays from 9—9:45 AM
 Sunday Morning Group/BOLD study
 Theology Book Club, Willow Room, 2nd and 4th Sundays
During the Week
 Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour at McMenamins, 4th Monday, 5:30 PM
 Tuesday Night Small Group will play Pinochle on October 24, 7 PM,
at the Konzek home, 16016 NE 16th Circle, Vancouver 360-903-2168
 Women’s Bible Study, 1st and 3rd Thursday mornings, 10-Noon
 Prayer Shawl Ministry, 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons at 1 PM
For more information about small groups, please contact Cynthia Younger,
360-837-2381 or cyounger6166@outlook.com
_________________________________________________________________________

CONGRATULATIONS TO RICH HELMKE AND
EAST WOODS!
At the Annual Evergreen Habitat for Humanity
"Raising the Roof" Breakfast, Rich Helmke
was recognized as the winner of the Ray
Johnson Award for his outstanding volunteer
work and service. Rich has served on the
board of directors since 2010, offered regular
financial and handmade donations, participated
in various committees, and logged over 1,300
hours volunteering at various work sites. Well
done, and congrats to Rich!

East Woods was also recognized, along
with the other four Vancouver/Camas
Churches in Partnership, as a
recipient of the first-ever Faith in
Action Award, celebrating our congregation's longstanding commitment to the
mission of Evergreen Habitat for Humanity. It is truly a joy to participate with
Habitat in caring for those in need.
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MEET THE BAKERS
Welcome to CarrieAnn, the new EW Family Ministries Director
and Caleb “Bake,” the new EW Student Ministries Teacher.
Caleb “Bake” and CarrieAnn Baker began a life in ministry while working
with the traveling theater group Covenant Players, and they continued to serve
together for the first 9 years of their marriage using drama as a means to
encourage, challenge, and grow spiritually. Upon settling in Portland almost
11 years ago they have found work in the non-profit world and service
industry, with several ministry opportunities in area congregations.
CarrieAnn comes to us from her recent work as Faith Formation Specialist at
Rose City Park UMC. After attending Pacific Lutheran University, and her
traveling drama ministry work for 13 years, she continued her work in drama
becoming the Head Drama Director for a youth drama troupe with a local nonprofit. She also stepped into the role of Community and Family Educator for
Northwest Family Services, serving with them for 9 years. She continued her
ministry efforts volunteering for Women’s Ministry, Children’s Ministry, and
Small Group Leadership with the churches she attended.
Caleb “Bake” found a gift and service becoming an automotive mechanic after
his time with the Christian drama ministry. Taking on roles in children and
youth ministry with the church communities they have been a part of in the
area, Caleb’s natural “performer” shines— and intrigues all those with whom
he has the opportunity to explore this life of faith. His love of music, humor
and competition have been assets in working with the young and young at
heart.
At 18 years of marriage “Bake” & CarrieAnn decided to adopt, and after 3
years finalized the adoption of their children Mayfrances (age 12) and Amos
(age 9), but not before a surprise gift of their birth child Montgomery Grace
(10 months). Mayfrances is a fun loving and brave girl learning how to “roll
with the punches” in life, having recently been diagnosed with Type 1
Diabetes and all the changes in being a pre-teen. Amos is a wildly
imaginative boy who enjoys stories and all things “army.” And Monty is full
of smiles as she is discovering all that she can do in this first year of her life!
Adventure, creativity, learning and connection are some of the things that
drive the Bakers as they walk their journey of faith.
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EAST WOODS ACTIVITIES -- SAVE THE DATE:
October 1
Gathering Sunday Brunch, after Worship Service
October 1
Emmaus Reunion Group, 11:30 AM
October 1
EW Annual Animal Blessing, 5 PM
October 5
Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM
Oct. 5-8
Men’s Walk to Emmaus
Oct. 8
Theology Book Club, 9 AM
Oct. 12
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM
Oct. 15
Homecoming Sunday Potluck Lunch
Oct. 19
Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM
Oct. 19-22
Women’s Walk to Emmaus
Oct. 20
Youth Group Annual Corn Maze Event, time TBD
Oct22
Theology Book Club, 9 AM
Oct. 23
Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour, McMenamins, 5:30 PM
Oct. 24
Tuesday Night Small Group at Konzeks’, 7 PM
Oct. 26
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM
Oct. 27-29
Men’s Retreat, Lincoln City, OR
Oct. 29
Trunk-or-Treat
For more information on these events, please visit our
“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings
Please note: Men’s Breakfast will not meet on Saturday, October 14,
but will resume in November.
MEN’S RETREAT: Registration is filling up for the East Woods
2017 Men's Retreat, Oct. 27-29 in Lincoln City. The Dawn
Treader Retreat includes a pool table, 40-seat theater, short
walk to the beach, room to sleep 29. We need 23 participants to
cover its cost; per person it’s $100 and includes all meals.
For more information, contact
Rich Adamson rich@anthonyandassociates.com
or Tim Martinez tmartinez0408@gmail.com.
November Newsletter Deadline—Tuesday, October 17
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM
Church Phone: 944-5841
16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
Rev. Bill Sperry
Susie Freeman
CarrieAnn Baker
Bake Baker
Cathy Roeper

pastor@eastwoodspres.org
Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org
Family Ministries Director, carrieann@eastwoodspres.org
Student Ministries Teacher, bake@eastwoodspres.org
Nursery Coordinator, cathyroeper@gmail.com

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org
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16210 NE 20th Street
Vancouver, WA 98684
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