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Dear East Woods Family and Friends,
During my very first November as East Woods’ pastor, I had the privilege of
leading and preaching at the Joint Thanksgiving Eve Service that we share each
year with the four other local Presbyterian congregations of the Churches in
Partnership. I preached on a harvest theme, which seemed appropriate for the
setting and timing of the gathering, and used the words of the Apostle Paul from
Philippians 1:6-11. He wrote:
“I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all
of you share in God's grace with me… And this is my prayer, that your
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help
you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure
and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.”
I can’t close October without thinking of those words for Bill Stewart, Bob Day,
and Lynne and Mike Combs. Autumn is a season of transition, marked by death,
color, and harvest, and our relationships with all four people have brought
wonderful color to our lives and fellowship. Having lost Bob and Bill to death in
October, I think about the many ways they held East Woods in their hearts and
were held in ours, particularly during their seasons of struggle with illness and
disease. They were men who held onto faith, joy, love, and hope, even in very
difficult personal circumstances. And, they were men who had vision and who
worked to bring that vision to life for the blessing of others and the glory of God.
By God’s grace, many good works were both started and completed during their
lives among us. I believe each of them could stand with the Apostle Paul in the
final moments of their lives on earth declaring, “I have fought the good fight. I
have finished the race. I have kept the faith” 2 Timothy 4:7.
In bitter sweetness, we are losing Lynne and Mike to a great harvest. Mike’s
many years of faithful, hard work have produced the fruit of opportunity for him
at a golf course in Eastern Oregon. For many reasons, it is the right move for the
Combs family. For us, it is a heartfelt loss. Lynne is often described as someone
who can make anyone feel at ease even in the most difficult times. I’m
particularly thankful for the ways Mike reached out to me in friendship and for
the ways Lynne sought to encourage me, worked to hold our congregation
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together during transitions, and tirelessly served our congregation in a wide
variety of capacities to share God’s grace and help us determine the best ways
for us to live faithfully for God’s glory. We will continue to hold them in our
hearts as their transition to their new life and new community unfolds.
I pray that God’s grace and love will continue to be shared among us as we
worship, grow and serve. And, in the words of Paul, I pray that God will bring
to completion many of the good works He has begun among us so that we can
celebrate harvests of righteousness throughout November for the praise and
glory of God.

~ Bill

OCTOBER 2015 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Tom Koecher, Elder-elect of Finance, reported that East Woods was roughly
$5,000 behind budget as of the end of September. Session hopes that the
congregation will increasingly participate in year-round fundraising efforts
through Fred Meyer Community Rewards, Scrip sales, registered iGive
transactions, and donations of transportation items as rolling stock and
that those efforts will help support income as we move forward.
Session approved the motion to ordain Elder-elect Tess Castro and to install
Elders-elect Tom Koecher and Chris Luck at the 10:30 service on Sunday,
November 1. Pastor Bill has trained and examined them and confirmed their
readiness. A celebration reception will be included in the Gathering Sunday
lunch that afternoon.
Session continued its discussion on the three major priorities identified at
the Session Retreat to enhance life, ministry and mission at East Woods
over the next 12 months. They are 1) Growth, 2) Congregational Care, and 3)
Congregational Engagement/Participation. Session members broke into small
groups based on their chosen priority and then returned to the Session table for
full-Session conversation around goals, team-building and timelines.
• Growth – The Growth Team focused on the following areas:
1) Financial growth, 2) Spiritual growth, and 3) Numerical growth. A
Fundraising Team is actively working to find new fundraising
opportunities and to maximize the awareness and effectiveness of our
current fundraising programs. Spiritual growth efforts will target small
group formation, benchmarking what’s working with other congregations,
and the possibility of a new worship service targeting a more
contemporary worship style. Numerical growth efforts will focus on
neighborhood outreach, small group enhancement, and outreach to former
and inconsistent members.
Continued on next page
Page 2

Continued from page 2
• Congregational Care – As Lynne Combs is transitioning away from
East Woods, Lynne Helmke is stepping forward to assume leadership
over Congregational Care at the Session level. Many of the members of
the Hospitality Commission are also Shepherds, so there is a natural fit.
Congregational Care efforts will focus on expanding and refreshing a
tired team, reassigning flocks to ensure care coverage, training
caregivers, and establishing a Deacon ministry that can benefit from the
resources and experience of sister congregations who do congregational
care effectively.
Engagement/Participation – This team began by looking at the
Worship + 2 concept to evaluate its impact. The team wants to
emphasize positive opportunity over pressure to participate, so it will
focus on personal contact emphasizing appreciation, awareness,
personal invitation and trust that God is bringing the right people to the
right opportunities. This team will also work to ensure that all new
members are connected with a member-sponsor who can guide the new
member through the first year of membership and help to connect each
person into life-giving opportunities in the congregation.
Session heard a New Business proposal from Jeff Kennedy, Elder of Youth
Ministries, regarding the possibility of East Woods sponsoring Scout
Troop 462. The troop, which includes both a Boy Scout troop and a Cub
Scout pack, has previously been sponsored by another local congregation
but is currently in need of new sponsorship. The troop and pack could meet
at Pacific Middle School so as to avoid tying up facility space at the church.
Questions about liability, cost of sponsorship, and overall expectations will
be researched for further discussion over the next month.
•

NEW MEMBER CLASS ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22
There will be a light lunch and class led by Pastor Bill Sperry,
NOON – 4:00 PM at the church. Being ready to join the church is not a
requirement or expectation for those who attend. If you are interested,
please contact the church office at 944-5841 or Pastor Bill.

Churches in Partnership Joint Service
This year on Thanksgiving Eve “eve”
Tuesday, November 24 7 PM
At Columbia Presbyterian Church
805 Columbia Ridge Drive
Vancouver 98664
If you are interested in singing in the combined
choir, call the East Woods office to pick up
music and get rehearsal information.
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FAMILY MINISTRIES
Children
Growing up in a rural Presbyterian church, I felt lucky to be one of the only
children regularly in attendance, largely because it meant that I received a fullride scholarship to summer camp - every year. Camp is a fun place. Once I was
old enough, I even became a camp counselor! I would often tell my friends in
college that if I could get paid to do anything, I’d be a camp counselor for the
rest of my life. Maybe even run my own camp! Why is that…? After all, camp
is not a comfortable place. You usually don’t get enough sleep, you have to
share a room with 8 other people, and walk across a road to get to the shared
showers – if there are showers at all. But as any of you who have had a quality
church camp experience know, that’s not the point. What I loved about camp
was the ministry of community, the active practice of supporting fellow humans,
letting go of some of the frivolities of life in exchange for deeper connection, and
understanding. What I loved was getting to put my whole focus into ministry.
Just like I get to do here at East Woods.
For those of you who haven’t met me, my name is Hailey Vandewiele, your new
Director of Family Ministries! I can’t tell you how excited I was to accept this
position, and my enthusiasm is only growing as I get to know all of you.
Needless to say, October has been a whirlwind of transition for the Family
Ministries Team as I am becoming integrated, but I have felt nothing but sincere
warmth from everyone. In the name of November (Thanksgiving) I have to say
THANK YOU for that. I am feeling very blessed, and am looking forward to
the following events and opportunities for Children and Families in the coming
month of November, 2015!
November 30th – “Winter Wonderland” Walk at the Portland International
Raceway! Meet us at the Raceway at 6:30 PM to enjoy an evening of
community and Christmas Lights! Admission is $6 per adult, children 12
and under are free, and dogs are Welcome!
• December 13th - The Christmas Pageant! Our pageant will happen a little
early this year, and it will sneak up on us if we let it! The rehearsal will
happen on Sunday, December 6th, at 12:00 PM. Parents, please contact Tim
Martinez to let him know if your child will be able to be here for the Pageant
ASAP.
• Children’s Choir:
We are looking into starting a Children’s Choir to lead one song each month
starting with the Christmas Pageant on December 13th. I am ready and willing to
take the lead on this project, but am looking for some adult volunteers who
would like to be part of making Children’s Choir a reality!
•

Finally I would like to remind everyone that if you have any interest in joining
our fabulous volunteer teaching team, please talk to me or Tim Martinez! No
experience required! We have need for both Teachers and Second Adults.
Blessings,

Hailey Vandewiele
Page 4

ADULT EDUCATION: THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ANDY GRIFFITH
How many of you grew up watching the Andy Griffith Show? Do you
remember Sheriff Andy Taylor, his son Opie and Aunt Bee? How about
Barney and Otis in the small North Carolina town of Mayberry? These shows
offer great biblical teachings for all of us. And for four weeks we are going to
explore four shows from the first season and
see the lessons that apply to our lives.
Class starts Tuesday, November 17 and
runs through December 8. We meet 6-8 PM
at the church for a shared meal and
discussion around each show we’ll watch
together. Get your laughter hat on and be
prepared to discuss the great lessons that
come from Mayberry.
Sign up in Evergreen Hall or give Gwen
Wagner a call at 209-329-2751 or email her
at gwendolynwagner@gmail.com. We recommend you bring your bible to
this one. We will take turns bringing a portion of the meal each week. Sign up
to contribute to one of the meals over the four weeks.
To prepare for the class see if you can remember the theme song whistle.
See you there!
THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE: PLEASE BUY 2, GIVE 1
Who: We are collecting non-perishable food for Mill Plain Elementary families
for Thanksgiving, and to supply school break foods to help the families who
rely on the school breakfast and lunch programs. Please consider picking up a
few extra items as you grocery shop so students have meals while they are on
school breaks.
What: Traditional Thanksgiving meal items, or individual serving items of
fruit, cereal, microwaveable foods. A list of suggested items is available
on the Opportunity Table in Evergreen Hall.
When: Please bring non-perishable foods from November 8 through
November 22.
Where: Collection box marked "Thanksgiving Food Drive" in Evergreen Hall.
Questions?? Please contact Pat Norby at 360-600-6391.

HAZELNUT HOLIDAY FUNDRAISER
Available in 7 great flavors (including chocolate), these nuts are the
perfect holiday gift made easy. Great versatility for chefs in the
kitchen or that white elephant gift everyone actually wants!
Grandma (or your parents) will love it because this gift requires no storage.
This fundraiser benefits East Woods and tastes mighty fine!
Taste testing opportunities coming up in November and December. Deliveries
will be before Thanksgiving and Christmas. Order anytime - order forms are in
the narthex. Be an East Woods Ambassador and distribute order forms to your
friends and family! Better yet, do you regularly meet with a group? We have a
“traveling display” with taste tests and order forms you can take to your next
event. See Conni Pfeifer or Peggy McNees for any questions.
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MISSION
FRIENDS OF THE CARPENTER AT EAST WOODS IN NOVEMBER
Friends of the Carpenter Christmas Sales on two Sundays, November 1st and
8th. Items available are wooden crosses, Christmas tree ornaments and wall
plaques. All proceeds will return to Friends of the Carpenter to help them
continue their work of “Changing Lives with Love.” Your help during the sale
would be greatly appreciated.
MILL PLAIN ELEMENTARY IN NOVEMBER
Rebecca Bentley, Outreach Coordinator of the Family and Community
Resource Center at Mill Plain Elementary, has discovered the families she has
been working with are in need of gift cards for haircuts (Great Clips, Super
Cuts, etc.), and for Target for shoes, laundry supplies and dental supplies. Put
your donations is the bin marked Mill Plain in Evergreen Hall.
CARD MAKING IN NOVEMBER
• Tuesday night, November 10th, at Brookdale Vancouver Village, 10011
NE 118th Ave, at 6 PM in the Activity Room upstairs. We will be signing
happy birthday cards for the residents who have December birthdays. We are
adding new projects for Soldiers’ Angels called U R Special books for the
children of homeless veterans. Still have card kits to assemble and card
packs to use to create cards. Bring your general
supplies.
• Monday, November 16th, at East Woods, at 1 PM,
in the Maple Room. We are adding new projects
for Soldiers’ Angels called U R Special books for
the children of homeless veterans. Still have card
kits to assemble and card packs to use to create
cards. Bring your general supplies and card kits.
• Monday, November 23, at Brookdale at Fisher’s
Landing, 17171 SE 22nd Dr., at 1 PM, in the Upstairs Library. We will be
signing happy birthday cards for the residents who have December
birthdays. Card kits are available to assemble cards for Soldiers’ Angels to
send overseas with card packages from SA volunteers.
Questions? Email at cardmaking@eastwoodspres.org

EAST WOODS WOMEN’S BREAKFAST
Third Saturdays
8:30 to 10:00 AM
Join us on Saturday, November 21
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VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED AT MILL PLAIN ELEMENTARY!
Mill Plain Elementary staff and students are so grateful for the support the
East Woods congregation has so graciously and generously given. It’s
difficult to put into words just how much your partnership means to us.
We have many opportunities for volunteers at our school:
• Lunch Buddy (1 hour per week)
• Indoor Recess Monitor-- board games, puzzles, art (1 hour per week and
can rotate)
• Reading Buddy (flexible)
• Office/Family Resource Center (flexible)
• Classroom helpers (flexible)
• Donating snacks or supplies to individual classrooms (flexible)
• Other—if you just want to make a difference we will find a spot for you
that works with your schedule and availability
If you would like to volunteer or get more information, please contact
Brenda Armstrong at 604-6800 or Rebecca Bentley at 604-6807. We
would love to have you join us in whatever capacity works for you! Thank
you for making a difference!
Scrip Gift Cards for the Holidays
Order Now!
Don’t forget to order gift cards for all those folks on your Christmas list. If
you give gift cards for holidays and birthdays, why not buy them from the
church? Perfect for mailing or as a stocking stuffer! Over 200 merchants to
choose from including movies, clothes, crafts, etc.

SCRIP GIFT CARD HOLIDAY ORDER DATES
ORDER BY:

PICK UP ON:

November 1

November 8

December 6

December 13

December Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, November 17
Office hours: Tuesday 1-4 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM
Church Phone: 944-5841
16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
Rev. Bill Sperry
pastor@eastwoodspres.org
Hailey Vandewiele Director of Family Ministries, hailey@eastwoodspres.com
Roberta Schlechter Family Ministries Volunteer, rrschlechter@gmail.com
Susie Freeman
Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org
Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org
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