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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY—NOV. 17TH

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously
will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
2 Cor. 9:6-7, 11.
Christian stewardship is a transformational way of living, understanding that
God is the source of all life, and that we are entrusted as stewards of God’s
world. It rests on the belief that an abundant and generous God provides us with
all that we truly need.
Stewardship is not fundraising, charity, or
philanthropy. While all of those have useful purposes in society, they assume
that donors “own” the goods and services they donate. Stewardship recognizes
that all of our gifts (both physical and personal talents) stem from God, and that
Christians are simply “giving back” some of what has been bestowed upon us by
God.
Every fall, we take a moment to plan for our stewardship for the coming year.
This is not only a step that allows EWPC to plan for the upcoming budget, but
more so to help us take a moment to recognize how God has been working in and
through our family, and to thank God for God’s rich blessings!
Continued on next page
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In the coming days, our annual stewardship letter and pledge card will be
arriving in the mailboxes of those who call EWPC their church home. When
you receive it and before you fill anything out, would you first take a moment
and just thank God in prayer for all of God’s blessings in your family’s life?
To God be the glory, for all things!
On Sunday, Nov. 17th we will have a special offering time in the service. If
you know you’ll be with us in worship on 11/17, then we invite you to then
bring your completed pledge card to worship and we will commit our pledges
together during the offering time. If you will be traveling or will not be able to
join us that Sunday, then would you mind mailing or dropping off your pledge
card to the church office? The completed pledge cards are kept confidential
with only our Finance Elder sharing just the total amount pledged with the
Session. This allows our Session to diligently budget funds for the worship,
ministry, mission and vision of East Woods. They are only able to complete
their work each year because of the partnership of our wonderful church
family in Christian stewardship.
As your bridge pastor, it has been a blessing to experience the spirit of
generosity and commitment firsthand here at East Woods, and I am excited for
the path God has laid ahead for us in 2020 with Pastor Bill’s return and a very
bright future!
Blessings!

Pastor Brian
Fall 2019 Sermon Series: What We Believe
(Apostles’ Creed Study)
Date

Passage

Sermon Idea/Title

Nov 3

1 Pet. 2:4-10

The Communion of Saints

Nov 10

1 John 1:5-2:2

True Forgiveness

Nov 17

1 Cor. 15:38-58

Why “Forever” isn’t a
scary word…

Tuesday, November 26, 7 PM
Churches In Partnership
Combined Service
at Cascades Presbyterian Church
9503 NE 86th Street
Vancouver, WA 98662
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY EVENTS
Children & Youth Teachers
Sunday Mornings & Wednesday Evenings
Have you ever felt called to volunteer with our children
here at East Woods? We are in the process of
scheduling teachers, assistants, and leaders for both
Sunday School classes and Youth Group. Opportunities
include: Children’s Sunday School Teacher and
Assistant during worship service, Youth Sunday School
Teacher at 9:00 AM, Youth Group leaders Wednesday
evenings 6:30-8:00 PM. We also have substitute roles
for the classroom and nursery available.
We are looking for a few good men and women to step up and commit to one
week a month for the rest of the year.
Please talk to Kevin Gates if you are interested or to find out more.
kevin@eastwoodspres.org (503) 866-8904

Christmas Pageant 2019
Sunday, December 15th — 10:00 AM during Worship
Our annual Christmas Pageant will be held on December 15 th, and we’ll be
holding rehearsals during Sunday School on December 1 st and 8th. There will
also be a “dress rehearsal” on Saturday, December 14 th. We hope that your
children will be able to be a part of this simple but important telling of the
Reason For The Season: Jesus. There will be parts for all ages, pre-K through
adult.

16615 SE 18th Street, Vancouver
Wednesday, November 13th at 6:00 PM
East Woods families with “kids” of all ages are invited to join the Youth Group
and Family Promise off-site at Big Al’s for bowling and pizza! This will be a
great time of fun and fellowship as we play and eat together. $10/person (max
$25/family) suggested donation* toward bowling, shoes, pizza, and beverages.
Please let Kevin know by the morning of November 13th if you are planning
on coming to account for enough pizza and lane space. Hope you can join us!
kevin@eastwoodspres.org (503) 866-8904
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
It is time to start packing those shoeboxes!
Last year we packed 62 boxes, how many
can we do this year??
Samaritan’s Purse is an international relief organization
that works around the world. From Children to Seniors,
people pack shoebox gifts each year to bless children across the globe and at
home. There are different ways you can help:
1.You can pack a shoebox.
2.You can donate items to fill a shoebox.
3.Donate $9 to help in the shipping cost of a shoebox.
Packing a shoebox is easy. The last day to turn in a shoebox will be Nov. 17th.
Choose to pack a box for a boy or girl from 3 different age groups.
You will pack the box. Cathy has a limited amount of boxes or
you can use your own average size shoe box.
Shop for items to fill your box. We have a suggested list of items for each age
group, see Cathy. A WOW item is suggested for each box, we have beanie babies
at church you can add. NO liquids, toothpaste or candy are allowed in
the boxes. Learn more about what goes into a shoebox at:
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-myshoebox-suggestions/
You can leave a message in the box if you wish and you should pray over the box.
Before closing the lid, place the suggested donations of $9 on top so it’s easy to
find (checks made out to Good Samaritan). When closing the box, PLEASE use a
rubber band (not tape) and make sure it is properly labeled with age group and
gender! Thank you so much for your support!
Cathy Roeper, Children & Family Ministry Elder

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE DURING THE MONTH OF
NOVEMBER
We are collecting food for the Interfaith Treasure House
in Camas., a non-profit, charitable organization providing
food, clothing and emergency assistance to children and
families in need in the Camas/Washougal area.
Donate: Traditional Thanksgiving meal items or other non
-perishable foods—see list on the Opportunity table in
Evergreen Hall (Narthex).
Donations accepted from November 3rd —17th in box marked
“Treasure House Food Drive”.
For more information: contact Jackie Tyler at 360-718-8005.
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WE WILL BE HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE GUESTS ON NOVEMBER 10-17.
Please sign up at the Mission Table to provide food and your time as we welcome these families into our East Woods home. Questions? See Lynne
Helmke or Peggy Konzek.
Our next week to host is January 26 – February 2.

The kids are back to school and MILL PLAIN
ELEMENTARY needs our help. They have an
ongoing need for shoes and snacks. The shoes can
be new or gently used. The snacks can be
individually packaged or bulk (i.e. large bag of
pretzels). The teachers cannot ask students or
parents to provide snacks.
A complete list of needs is above the Mill Plain box in Evergreen Hall—please
leave donations there. All donations are greatly appreciated.
If you have any questions please contact Conni Pfeifer 360-281-5368.

HOSPITALITY NEEDS YOU!
We would like to add one or two people to
our Hospitality/Fellowship team.
It’s easy: we take turns arriving at church a bit early Sunday mornings
to prepare plates of goodies to be set out after Worship.
Everyone on the team who is available helps to clean up.
Can you help?
Please contact Fellowship Elder Peggy Konzek:
you can find me at church or reach me at 360-903-2168 or
email at geopegkon@comcast.net

Ladies! Mark your calendars and save the date: March 6—8!
Our Annual Women’s Retreat will be at the same Brush Prairie location as last
year’s. Watch for more details.
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CAN YOU HELP THE DEACONS?
As some of you may know, the Deacons are responsible for getting members/
attendees, who no longer drive, to church each Sunday. Usually, this is not a
problem. Unfortunately, from time-to-time, we have a situation when due to
traveling, sickness, prior commitments, etc., no one is available. This is
upsetting...not only for the person expecting the ride, but for the Deacons who
feel this is part of our responsibility to East Woods. So, we would like to
expand our list of available drivers. If you would be willing to drive someone
to church on Sunday, please let me, or any of the Deacons know. If you
agree to do this, your name and number will not be distributed and you will
only be contacted by one of the Deacons when a need presents itself. We will
then contact the person who lives closest to the person needing the
ride. Thank you for prayerfully considering this request.
Thanks! Lynne Helmke, Deacons Moderator

Remember to set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night—
Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 3.

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASSES
BIBLE IN HISTORY
1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays, 9 AM
DVD w/ Ray Vander Laan in Israel - Discussion with Pastor Brian
THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB
2nd and 4th Sundays, 9 AM—Willow Room
Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus by Nabeel Qureshi
For more information, contact Carol Domench at 360-687-6911
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East Woods Activities - Save the Date
November 3
November 3
November 3
November 6
November 9
November 10
Nov. 10-17
November 12
November 13
November 14
November 17
November 19
November 20
November 25
November 24
November 26
November 28

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Gathering Sunday Meal, After Worship
Bible in History, Pastor’s Class, 9 AM
Youth Group, 6:30-8 PM, Redwood Room
Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9 AM, Evergreen Hall
Theology Book Club, 9 AM, Willow Room
Family Promise Guests at East Woods, 5:30 PM—7:30 AM
Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM
Big Al’s Event, 6:00 PM —see Page 3
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room
Bible in History, Pastor’s Class, 9 AM
December Newsletter Deadline
Youth Group, 6:30-8 PM, Redwood Room
Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour, 5:30 pm, McMenamins
Theology Book Club, 9 AM, Willow Room
CIP Combined Thanksgiving Service,
7 PM, Cascades Pres.
THANKSGIVING DAY

Also see: “Events” web page at http://eastwoodspres.org/events

December Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, November 19

Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM – 3 PM
Church Phone: 944-5841
16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
Rev. Bill Sperry,
Rev. Brian Craker
Susie Freeman
Lisa Pickering
Chris Lashley
Kevin Gates
Cait Ridley

Pastor
Bridge Pastor
Church Admin
Worship Music Leader
Worship Coordinator
Children & Youth Director
Nursery Attendant

(On Military Deployment)
pastor@eastwoodspres.org
susie@eastwoodspres.org
lisa@eastwoodspres.org
chris_lashley10@yahoo.com
kevin@eastwoodspres.org

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org
and on facebook at www.facebook.com/eastwoodspres
Page 7

16210 NE 20th Street
Vancouver, WA 98684

Page 8

