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Dear East Woods Family and Friends,
Welcome to November! As we begin a new month and enter into the holiday
season, I’m hearing a lot of people utter statements of disbelief that we’re already
this far into the year and getting so close to the start of a new year. If you’re
feeling that way, take heart. Pretty soon it will be February, and you’ll have ten
solid months before you experience that same feeling all over again!
As I write, I’m reflecting on a very full four days of Session-related events. Over
the weekend of October 13-14, the Session met for our annual retreat. We
followed the retreat on October 15 with the start of eight information meetings
hosted by Gwen Wagner and Cynthia Younger to discuss church growth and the
potential sale of up to two acres of our undeveloped church property. On October
16, Session met for our monthly meeting. And, on October 17, Sheldon Tyler, our
faithful Clerk of Session, met with representatives of the Presbytery of Cascades
for our Annual Clerk’s Records Review.
I’m happy to report that we passed our records review, and I think we came away
from the retreat and meetings with a sense of success and productivity. Praise the
Lord! I’m also happy to report that we have a fabulous Session. The Elders
elected by our membership to serve and represent the congregation are a
remarkably faithful, dedicated, bright, and hard-working bunch. Many of you were
thoughtful enough to express appreciation to me for Pastor Appreciation
Day. Thank you! Now, I want to encourage you to express your appreciation to
our Session Elders for their work and the sacrifices they make to help lead East
Woods. Next time you see Cynthia, Keith, Cathy, Lynne, Gwen, Peggy, Tom,
Sheldon, Tess, Jeff, or Chris, make sure to say thanks, give them a hug or high five,
and ask how you can be praying for them or helping to support their efforts.
Amidst the conversations and meetings related to the potential property sale, two
themes have emerged that I feel are important to highlight. First, whether or not we
decide to put some of the church campus up for sale, we need to be working
together to fulfill the Great Commission of going into our world, making disciples
for Jesus, teaching and baptizing in the truth and name of the Triune God. Second,
we all share the desire to be good stewards of the resources God has provided to us
so that we will honor the legacy of those who’ve gone before us and also ensure a
future for East Woods. Those are great themes. If we stay committed to those
goals, I don’t think we can go wrong, whether we have a five-acre campus or a
three-acre campus.
Continued on page 2
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If you haven’t already attended one of the information meetings to discuss
church growth and the prospective property sale, I encourage you to do so,
even just to be aware of what’s being considered. The November
meetings include Thursday, Nov. 2nd at 6 PM; Sunday, Nov. 5th at 9 AM.
Our Congregational Meeting is Sunday, Nov. 19 th at 11:30 AM. To
participate in the vote, membership is required, as is attendance at one of
the eight information meetings offered. Only votes received by the end of
the meeting on Nov. 19 will be counted.
May God’s kingdom come and God’s will be done ~ Bill

Churches in Partnership
Annual Combined Thanksgiving Worship Service
Tuesday, November 21, 7 PM at Cascades Presbyterian Church

THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB
meets the second and fourth Sundays during Connection Time at 9 AM.
Selections for November: Love Wins by Rob Bell
Nov. 12: Preface – Chapter 4
Nov. 26: Chapters 5-8
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OCTOBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
At the October Session Retreat, Session approved a motion to submit the
following item to the congregation's membership for vote, with voting to be
concluded by Sunday, November 19: To extend permission to Session to sell
up to two acres of existing undeveloped land for a price not less than the
value of the existing three mortgages and all related sales costs (including,
but not limited to, broker commission fees and county and state fees).
Tom Koecher, Finance Elder, reported that year-to-date expenses have
exceeded revenue by $2,337.
Keith Bloss, Buildings and Grounds Elder, led a discussion and motion to
accept a Facility Use Agreement extended to the congregation of Unity
Family Church, a Christian congregation who will now be meeting at the East
Woods campus on Thursday evenings and from 1:30-3:30 PM on Sunday
afternoons.

FAMILY PROMISE OF CLARK COUNTY (FPCC)
The next FPCC monthly meeting will take place at East Woods on Tuesday,
November 14th at 6:30 PM. If you’re interested in knowing more about the
organization and our plans to help our homeless neighbors, please consider
attending a meeting. Here’s another quick quiz:
True or False
1) Most of the homeless in Clark County are coming from out-of-state.
2) Rent control is unconstitutional in the State of Washington.
3) For every one homeless person you see on the street, there are 5 more
people experiencing homelessness.
For answers, look elsewhere in this Newsletter.

LADIES OF EAST WOODS: Do you want to get healthy but
find yourself stuck in a cycle of excuses? Join us as we
complete a 7-week study helping us to turn our cravings
toward God instead of food. Please join us for the Made to
Crave group, meeting here Wednesday evenings at 6 PM,
beginning November 1. Books may be purchased from
Amazon: Made to Crave, by Lisa Terkeurst. Questions?
Ask Peggy Konzek or Gwen Wagner.
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FAMILY MINISTRIES

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD FOR THE SAMARITAN PURSE It’s time to
pack those Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes. It’s not too late to pick
one up! Boxes need to be turned in by Sunday, November 12.
Some things to remember:
Be sure to put the label on the outside of the box.
No toothpaste, candy or liquids.
Don’t tape the box closed.
Consider donating the suggested $9 shipping online.
If you have any questions, please see Cathy Roeper

YOUTH GROUP NOVEMBER EVENT
WINTER JAM is an incredible concert at the Moda Center in Portland featuring
the 10 top Christian musical groups from many different genres. We will meet
at East Woods on Friday, Nov. 17 at 4:30 pm and carpool to the Moda Center.
Because of this, Jeff Kennedy needs to know who is interested in going, and
another adult or two who could help drive. Bring $15 for admission (tickets are
purchased at the door) plus extra if you will want to buy food etc. For more
information, contact
Jeff Kennedy, 360-600-3608.

Answers to True-False Quiz on Page 3:
1) False. More than 80% of our homeless people in Clark County had an
address there previously.
2) True.
3) False. For every 1 homeless person you see, there are actually 8.
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MISSION
The Mission Commission will be collecting food items from November 5
through November 19 for Thanksgiving dinners for the families of the faithbased Open House Ministries. Besides the families who reside in the main
shelter, Open House supports subsidized housing for an additional 14 families
who have been through their program and are working on becoming selfsupporting. We will help supply the Thanksgiving meal ingredients and deliver
the boxes just prior to Thanksgiving, November 23. A list of the suggested
items will be available on the Opportunity table. All donations are welcome,
whether it is one can/box or an entire meal. Watch for details in the weekly
bulletins, or contact Pat Norby, 360-600-6391, if you have questions.

The kids at Mill Plain Elementary will be
off for almost a week during Thanksgiving
break and then again at Christmas. Many of
the kids depend on having lunch and breakfast
at school. During November and December,
they could use items like cereal, peanut butter,
tuna, mac and cheese, soup, granola bars,
bread, oatmeal, etc. Next time you buy groceries, please add something extra
for Mill Plain. Don’t forget the shoes and snacks. Scrip gift cards are a great
way to donate and give to the church also. All donations are greatly
appreciated. Please put them in the Mill Plain box or see Conni Pfeifer.
MILL PLAIN ELEMENTARY DONATION WISH LIST

















Snacks
Boys’/girls’ shoes, all sizes
Pantry and food items
Boys’/girls’ gently used clothing, all sizes
Coats
Hats/gloves
Girls’/boys’ new underwear
Boys’/girls’ new socks
Books/games
Diapers/wipes
Shampoo/conditioner, body wash, razors, deodorant, toothbrush/
paste,
feminine hygiene etc.
Toilet paper, paper towels, laundry soap
Backpacks, supplies
Sponsorship for events
Volunteer time for resource center events
Please place donations in the “Mill Plain” box in Evergreen Hall
(Narthex). Thank you!
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Church Planning Informational Meetings
Growth Plan and Property Sale Proposal
Dear EWPC Members,
The Session will conduct a series of Church Planning Informational
Meetings with members to share the reasons why we need to change direction
and act to grow our congregation, our plans for growing the church and to discuss
a proposal to sell a portion of the land we are not actively using. We will set aside
time for Q&A to get all your questions answered.
The decision on the sale of the property will be made by the members of the
congregation. The Session voted to require a 67% (2/3) majority of members
voting yes on the property sale proposal. Because of the importance of the
decision, Session agreed that individual members must attend one of these
informational meetings to be eligible to vote.
There will be a Congregational Meeting on November 19th after our 10 a.m.
service. The official voting day is November 19 th by 1 p.m. No votes will be
allowed after that.
If you cannot vote on that day we give you an option of voting before then.
Ballots will be available starting November 5 until 19. The ballot box and ballots
will be available in the Narthex during that same time. Remember, you must
attend an informational meeting or you cannot vote.
If you cannot get the ballot at church during that time, please send a ballot
request to Gwen Wagner at communications@eastwoodspres.org. You may
return it via email to the Clerk of Session (Sheldon Tyler) at
clerk@eastwoodspres.org. Please mark the subject line: “Property Sale Proposal
Vote.” You will receive confirmation of receipt from Sheldon.
You may also choose to mail it via the postal service. If you send the ballot to the
church, it must be received by the church on November 19th by 1 p.m. The
church’s address is 16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684.
Any questions about this process, please reach out to Gwen Wagner at the same
address or Cynthia Younger at adult@eastwoodspres.org.
For your convenience, we will offer several informational sessions. All meetings
are conducted in the Maple Room at the church. The first two meetings have
been conducted.
The remaining dates for the informational meetings are:
 Monday, Oct 30, 6:00 PM
 Thursday, Nov 2, 6:00 PM
 Sunday, Nov 5, 9:00 AM & 11:30 AM
 Sunday, Nov 19, Congregational Meeting, 11:30 AM
Thank you for getting one of these dates on your calendar. We look forward to
sharing this information with you and answering questions you have about these
topics. In the meantime, please pray for God’s discernment in these discussions
and during the vote.
Blessings!
Page 6
EWPC Session

East Woods Activities - Save the Date
November 1
Made to Crave class, 6 PM
November 2
Women’s Bible Study, 10-Noon
November 2
Church Planning Informational Meeting, 6 PM
November 5
Daylight Saving Time ends, “Fall back” one hour
November 5
Gathering Sunday Brunch
November 5
Church Planning Informational Meeting, 9 &11:30 AM
November 9
Prayer Shawl Ministry 1 PM
November 12 Theology Book Club, 9 AM
November 15 Made to Crave class, 6 PM
November 16 Women’s Bible Study, 10-Noon
November 17 Youth Group to Winter Jam, Portland
November 19 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, 11:30 AM
November 21 CIP Combined Thanksgiving Service, 7 PM, Cascades Pres.
November 23 THANKSGIVING DAY
November 26 Theology Book Club, 9 AM
November 26 Advent begins
November 27 Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour, McMenamins, 5:30 PM
November 29 Made to Crave class, 6 PM
For more information on these events, please visit our
“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings
WIN A PANERA SALAD FOR EVERY MONTH FOR A YEAR!
Panera Restaurant has generously donated a certificate
good for 12 salads,
one a month for a year, beginning January 2018 [$150 value]
Wouldn’t this be a nice present for yourself or
perhaps a Christmas gift for someone you know?
We are selling raffle tickets for this certificate.
The winning ticket will be announced on
Sunday, November 19.
You do not need to be present to win.
1 ticket - $5, 3 tickets - $10, 5 tickets - $15,
December Newsletter Deadline—Tuesday, November 21
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM
Church Phone: 944-5841
16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
Rev. Bill Sperry
Susie Freeman
CarrieAnn Baker
Bake Baker
Cathy Roeper

pastor@eastwoodspres.org
Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org
Family Ministries Director, carrieann@eastwoodspres.org
Student Ministries Teacher, bake@eastwoodspres.org
Nursery Coordinator, cathyroeper@gmail.com

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org
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16210 NE 20th Street
Vancouver, WA 98684
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