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A NOTE FROM PASTOR BRIAN: 
 

First off, I wanted to take a moment to say “thank you” to the East Woods 

congregation. You welcomed me and helped me feel right at home during this 

transition as your Bridge Pastor. So many of you have inquired about how I 

am doing and in what ways you can help me as I get settled into this role, 

which has been a huge blessing to be sure! That, and along with Pastor Bill 

having availability to check-in when needed has been just what I needed to hit 

the ground running.  (BTW—be sure to read Pastor Bill’s Chaplain update 

with photos on pages 2 & 3!) 
 

March 6th begins our annual season of Lent, which is forty days plus six 

Sundays prior to Easter.  It begins a specific time in the church calendar where 

we journey with our Lord on his final pilgrimage to Jerusalem to face the cross 

and to fulfill the Father’s plan of grace and restored relationship with the 

whole of creation. Ash Wednesday is the beginning of this journey, as we 

recognize our own brokenness while we walk alongside the “Immanuel” who 

is the perfecter of our faith. It is impossible to walk with Jesus and not 

recognize our own shortcomings, and Ash Wednesday is the natural 

expression of that reality. On Wednesday, March 6th, at 12 noon, we will 

have a brief (30 minutes) but powerful Ash Wednesday service where we 

gather to begin that journey, and ask for the Lord’s forgiveness as we take the 

mark of ashes on our foreheads to signal our dedication to the journey ahead to 

Easter. We invite you to join us, and encourage you to join others for lunch out 

together after the service as you are able. 
 

It is impossible to journey with Christ and not take to heart the things that He 

says.  So in our sermon Lenten series we will take a deeper look into who 

Jesus claimed to be, specifically looking at his “I AM” statements: I AM the 

Bread of Life, I AM the Light of the World, I AM the Good Shepherd, I AM 

the Way, the Truth and the Life, I AM the Resurrection and the Life (Easter), 

and I AM the True Vine. Is Jesus who He claims to be, or is He something 

else? In these statements, Jesus makes clear his identity, and in turn, gives to 

us the opportunity to decide for ourselves who is really is.  I look forward to 

our journey this Lent as we gather dust on our feet and walk the inspirational 

journey to Jerusalem together. 
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Hi, Faithful Flock!  I miss you all and hope you’re doing well.  Thank you for 

your continued prayers for me and your interest in my ministry here in 

Bahrain.  God is responding to your prayers already by offering me the 

blessings of good relationships, rich ministry, and memorable experiences on 

this side of the world.  I’m grateful for Pastor Brian’s ministry among you and 

all of the good reports he has been providing about your ongoing faithfulness 

there.   
  

In Gwen’s presentation about Bahrain in early January, she offered a photo of 

the beautiful Tree of Life and some information about its mysteries. As it turns 

out, it’s not too far away from our base, and I recently had a chance to see it 

with some fellow Navy shipmates.  As we parked our van and walked toward 

it, I couldn’t help but thinking about the last reference to the Tree of Life in 

Genesis 3. 
  

Then the Lord God said, “See, the man has become like one of us, knowing 

good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take also from the 

tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— therefore the Lord God sent him forth 

from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. He drove 

out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and 

a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to the tree of life.  

Genesis 3:22-24                                                                   

                                                                                            Continued on Page 3 

CHAPLAIN UPDATE FROM PASTOR BILL 
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Continued from Page 2 

Ever since Adam and Eve were sent from the garden, human beings have been 

trying to find our way back into the presence of God.  I wonder if that’s one of 

the reasons 65,000 people visit the Tree of Life in Bahrain every year, in the 

hope of an encounter with the Divine. I wondered, as I approached this Tree of 

Life, if it would be surrounded by cherubim and guarded by a flaming 

sword.  As it turned out, it was surrounded by ordinary people like me and my 

shipmates, and it was guarded by a humble and kind Sri Lankan man named 

Sanna. Rather than driving me away, he welcomed me, shook my hand, and let 

me take a picture with him.  Actually, when I greeted him and asked for the 

photo, his reaction made me think I might be the first person who has taken as 

much if not more of an interest in him than I did in the tree.   
 

As God has helped me reflect on the experience, I think I did experience 

something divine during my visit to the Tree of Life.  I was able to recognize 

that God can turn any space and any moment into sacred space and sacred 

time.  While God may have made the tree and may be the tree’s mysterious 

source of life, Sanna is by far more treasured in God’s sight.  As the bearer of 

God’s image, Sanna is really the greater wonder at the mysterious site.  It was 

for Sanna, and for all of us, that God sent His Son to the cross.  And, when 

we’re able to recognize the value of our fellow humans and to make new 

connections in community with them, I believe we’ve had a little taste of heaven 

on earth and have drawn a little closer to the presence of God.   
 

Your partnership in supporting this chaplaincy is allowing me to make those 

connections and to experience those divine moments.  Thank you!  Part of my 

prayer for you throughout March is that God will allow you to see the wonder of 

those around you and to experience heavenly moments in connection with your 

fellow image bearers.  May His presence bless you with serendipitous joy!  In 

ongoing partnership for His glory ~ Bill  
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MISSION 
 

FAMILY PROMISE NEWS April 28 – May 5, we will be hosting our first 

Family Promise guests here on our East Woods campus! Each time we host we 

will be looking to borrow a few items.  We don't want these items now!  We 

are simply beginning a list so we will know who to contact to borrow from.  If 

you have a high chair, a pack-n-play, an infant bathtub, or an infant swing, 

please let us know.  We will also want to borrow toys for young children to 

enjoy playing with. Please notify Peggy Konzek if you have any of these items 

to loan.  Thanks! 360-903-2168. Geopegkon@comcast.net  

 

EAST WOODS IS PARTICIPATING IN NIGHT STRIKE on Thursday,  

March 28th, 6-9:30 PM. 
 

Night Strike is a community gathering that mobi-

lizes volunteers/services, meets felt needs, and 

develops relationships that transform lives.  
 

It is a unique opportunity for people to spend time 

under the Burnside Bridge every Thursday night to 

love people because people matter.  
 

It is an opportunity for members of Portland’s 

homeless community to hang out, enjoy a hot 

meal, receive a free haircut or shave, have their feet washed and have their 

old shoes/clothes/sleeping bags replaced.  
 

It is also a chance for you to come down and share in the experience, help 

serve the needs of the homeless in our community, and more importantly, 

invest in lives and build relationships with the people you meet. 
 

Please sign up in Evergreen Hall (Narthex) to participate. 

We will meet in the East Woods parking lot at 6 PM to head for Portland. 

FAMILY PROMISE DAY CENTER – COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE 
 

Sunday, March 3  - 1-4 PM 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 324 NE Oak St., Camas 

mailto:Geopegkon@comcast.net
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WHAT DO YOU SAY WHEN YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT TO SAY? 
 

Have you ever avoided talking to someone who is grieving because you didn’t 

know what to say to say to them?  Has someone avoided you after you tried to 

cheer them up?   Most of us know we are not well equipped to handle 

someone else’s pain.  But there is help.  Based on Don’t Sing Songs to a 

Heavy Heart, come learn how to comfort others effectively. 9:00 AM, 

Sundays, March 3rd, 17th and 31st.   Please contact Cynthia Younger if you 

have any questions.  Cynthia_younger@outlook.com or 360 837-2381. 

ADULT EDUCATION 

 

THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB 
 

At the recommendation of Pastor Brian, our next book will be  

Subversive Sabbath, the Surprising Power of Rest in a Nonstop World   

by A.J.Swoboda. 

We will discuss Part I: "Sabbath for Us."  As almost all of our members will be 

attending the Women’s Retreat on the second Sunday, March 10, we will not 

be meeting again until the fourth Sunday, March 24.  Everyone is invited- 

book notes are always shared before our meetings-  

just contact Carol Domench. 

        WOMEN OF EAST WOODS – IT’S RETREAT TIME! 

MARCH 8-10 

This year we are doing a couple things different to accommodate more women. 

We are staying local and not going to the ocean.  Our hope is more women 

would join us because they wouldn’t have to drive as far and women that don’t 

like to sleep away from home would come during the day.  The place we chose 

is beautiful!!! 
 

We have moved the date from the last weekend of February to the second 

weekend of March.  We had a few of you say you couldn’t make it because of 

our previous dates.  We hope we don’t lose anyone with the new dates and only 

gain women.  And doing it later gives two weeks chance at better weather.   
 

The curriculum is based on the book Everyone Always by Bob Goff.  We won’t 

read the book during the weekend, but we will use his video bible study as a 

basis for our conversations.  Gwen will customize it for East Woods.   You are 

encouraged to read it on your own before coming to the retreat.  Gwen 

recommends the beautiful message this book offers.  And it will get you in the 

right frame of mind for the weekend. 
 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Gwen Wagner or Peggy Konzek. 

mailto:Cynthia_younger@outlook.com
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Food + Fellowship + Mission Support 
 

Lynne Helmke, Deacons Moderator 
 

Have you ever said, after church on Sunday, “…boy, so-

and-so is really nice, I should invite them to dinner”, or I 

would really like to know (fill in the name) a little better, 

he/she seems so nice”?  I know I have.   
 

Well, what if you could do more than eat and have 

fellowship with people you want to get to know better. 
 

At the January Session meeting, Dinner with a Cause was 

presented and approved to make all of these elements come together.  Dinner 

with a Cause is an idea which encourages you to invite someone from church 

to enjoy fellowship and a meal together.  However, there is one more element 

to it—the meal is not “free”.  
  

During the meal, the host provides information to his/her guests about one of 

the mission programs the church supports.  After the meal, the host asks his/her 

guests to donate to that cause.  The idea is to merge food, fellowship and funds 

in hopes of doing more good works through our missions. 
 

How do we recommend you do this? 

 Well, first, ask some people if they would like to join you at your home for 

Dinner with a Cause. 

 Second, tell them the meal comes with a donation to a particular church 

supported mission.  Guests can either give cash in a sealed envelope or 

write a check to the church with the mission named in the memo. 

 Third, enjoy your time together and spend some time discussing your 

cause. 

 And finally, bring the money to the church to be put into the mission fund. 
 

If you are interested and have questions or want more information, please ask 

any one of the Deacons:  Wayne Denman, Susan Gustafson, Maria Henry, 

Lynne Helmke, Pat Norby, Ronda Peterson, Bill Reeburgh or Gordon 

Wehner. 
 

We are a church “family” and as such, it’s nice to get together from time to 

time and support a worthy cause in the process.  Other churches have 

implemented similar programs with great success and Session felt it might be 

something worth pursuing at East Woods.  Besides, the idea of encouraging 

fellowship with one another is equally important as the opportunity to support a 

particular East Woods mission.  
 

For your information, the following are our East Woods missions: 

Dennis and Maribel Smith  (South America),  CEDEPCA (Central America)  

Light House Ministry (Philippines). 

Local Missions:  Friends of the Carpenter, Habitat for Humanity, Family 

Promise, Mill Plain Elementary, Open House Ministry, Prayer Shawls, 

Christmas Giving Tree. 

Presbytery Missions. 
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Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM – 3 PM 

Church Phone:  944-5841 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

 

  Rev. Bill Sperry, Pastor                                      (On Military Deployment)  

  Rev. Brian Craker,  Bridge Pastor                       pastor@eastwoodspres.org                    

  Susie Freeman,   Church Admin                           susie@eastwoodspres.org 

  Lisa Pickering,  Interim Worship Music Leader  lisa@eastwoodspres.org  

  Chris Lashley,  Worship Coordinator                   chris_lashley10@yahoo.com 

  Kaylan Lathrop,  Nursery Attendant                    kaylan.laythrop@gmail.com     
 

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org  

                       East Woods Activities - Save the Date 

 
 

March 3           Class:“What Do You Say…”  9 AM 

March 3           Family Promise Day Center, Community Open House, 1-4 PM 

                         St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 324 NE Oak St., Camas 

March 6           Ash Wednesday Service, 12 – 12:30 pm 

March 6           Youth Group, 6:30 – 8 PM, Redwood Room 

March 8-10      Women’s Retreat, Brush Prairie 

March 9           Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9 AM, Evergreen Hall 

March 10         Daylight Saving Time Begins – Spring forward! 

March 12         Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM, Maple Room 

March 14         Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room 

March 17         Class:“What Do You Say…”  9 AM 

   March 20         Youth Group, 6:30 – 8 PM, Redwood Room 

March 21         Session Meeting, 6 PM 

March 24         Theology Book Club, 9 AM, Willow Room 

March 25         Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour at McMenamins, 5:30 PM 

March 26         Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM, Maple Room 

March 27         Youth Group, 6:30 – 8 PM, Redwood Room 

March 28         Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room 

March 28         Night Strike, Portland, 6-9:30 PM 

March 31         Class:“What Do You Say…”  9 AM 
 

For more information on these events, please visit our 

“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings . 

 

April Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, March 19 

Daylight Saving Time begins on 

Sunday, March 10. 

Remember to set your clocks one hour ahead 

on Saturday night, March 9. 

mailto:pastor@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:secretary@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:lisa@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:chris_lashley10@yahoo.com
mailto:kaylan.laythrop@gmail.com
http://www.eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings
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