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Dear East Woods Family and Friends,
I have missed you! Having traveled six out of the past eight weeks, I’m feeling
woefully out of touch and ready to reconnect with the congregation I love. I
hope the summer season has started well for each of you, and I am grateful for
the time you have afforded me to engage the experiences of the past couple of
months.
One of those experiences was mountain warfare training with the Marine
battalion I serve as chaplain. The training center in Bridgeport, CA, resides at
6,500 ft. at the base of some beautiful peaks and ridges in the Sierras. The
chapel on base has one of the most spectacular views I’ve ever seen at a military
installation. And, right at the front of the chapel, just above the pulpit and the
panoramic windows offering the gorgeous mountain view, you’ll see the circular
stained glass piece shown in the picture on this page.

The prayer on the glass reads,
“Help us to reach the summit
and safely return
to our own.”

That prayer and its mountain location provided a great theme for my spiritual
reflections and chaplain devotions while I was away – God on the Mountaintop.
In ancient days, people believed God literally dwelled above the clouds, in the
mysterious heavens, far above human life on earth. For that reason, people
sought mountaintops as sacred places where they could be closer to God. And,
throughout the Bible, God used the mountains He created as symbols of power
and faith; as meeting spaces for the giving of His presence and word; and as
locations where significant experiences took place in the formation of God’s
people.
Continued on next page
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God’s commandments were given on mountains. God’s people were offered
new life and new direction on mountains. God’s glory and the glory of His
only Son were revealed on mountains. With faith, Jesus said, God’s people can
move mountains and change the world.
Many of us have had moments with God we’ve come to call mountaintop experiences, where the love and presence, peace and grace of God are especially
real. We love those moments. They are the answer to the first part of the
stained glass prayer – “Help us to reach the summit!” Those moments are gifts
from God, and is can be remarkably tempting to want to have those moments
last forever.
That was Peter’s response to Jesus when Christ was transfigured on summit of
Mt. Tabor in Israel. He declared how good it was to be there, and he offered to
set up shelters so that they could stay and make the experience last. But, Jesus
called his disciples to take the glow from the mountain to be ministry down the
hill. “Get up,” said Jesus. “Don’t be afraid.” Matthew 17:1-8
We need to remember the second part of the stained glass prayer; because God
hasn’t called us in this life to live only in the mountaintop moments. We are
called also to “safely return to our own,” to the people and places God has
called us to love and to serve. In those places, in the valleys and cities and
workplaces and homes that shape the rest of our lives, we bring the glow of
God from the mountaintop to provide light to the world.
I look forward to jumping back into that exciting mission with you, sharing
both that ministry and some more of my mountaintop reflections. May the God
of the Mountains – and of all Creation – continue to shine through you.
In partnership ~ Bill

I lift my eyes to the hills—from whence will my help come? My help comes
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1-2
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FAMILY MINISTRIES
Children & Family
SUMMER AND SUNDAY SCHOOL – A special thanks to all those adults who
have stepped up to worship with the children in Sunday School this past year.
During July and August, Bake and CarrieAnn will continue to worship with
the children most Sundays and give you fabulous volunteers a chance to enjoy
“Big Church” each week. The 4th Sunday of June, July and August – consider
it Family Worship time! No Sunday School class will be offered those weeks,
giving your family a chance to sit and participate together in worship.
Happy Summer!
Youth

FALL YOUTH RETREAT IS ON! - The Youth Commission is excited to confirm
that there will be a Fall Youth Retreat September 21-23, 2018! It will be
held at Black Diamond Camps in Auburn, WA. All 6th graders thru 12th
graders are welcome (so graduating 5th graders – that means you too!). The
Youth Commission will be covering half of the cost for each participant and
help support the youth in fundraising the "cost per family" portion. (around
$70 per participant) The youth group will begin deciding some fundraising
ideas now - so, over the next several months, a variety of youth fundraisers
will be in process! More info to come, however in the meantime, if you have
questions about Retreat, chat with Jeff or CarrieAnn.

Thank you to everyone who donated to Tiffany Kennedy’s pink flowering
dogwood tree and memorial plaque. Both the tree and the memorial stone are
in place behind the fire hydrant in the west parking area. Tiffany participated
in the “Walk to Emmaus.” The cross on the stone is the symbol of that
experience which Tiffany loved. Stop by, take a look, and remember a life
well lived for Jesus Christ.
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MISSION
MISSION TO THE WORLD is an international organization that advances the
work of the body of Christ worldwide through a wide variety of word and deed
ministries by identifying, selecting, training and sending men and women and
integrating them into church-planting movements. MTW ministers among unreached groups of people in world class cities as well as in hinterland areas,
partnering with national churches and indigenous leaders whenever possible.
MTW also partners with local Presbyterian churches to glorify God through
the discovery and engagement of their unique potential, purpose and passion
for cross-cultural ministry.
MTW has a Mercy Ministry that aims to demonstrate the love of Jesus through
feeding program, street outreach, educational sponsorship (ONE CHILD), and
establishing Residential Care Centers.
We have the privilege at Mission to the World Philippines of offering to the
children at Ang Bahay Parola Children’s Center:





A safe place to live.
A place where their essential needs are provided.
Opportunity to grow and enhance their God-given potential.
A place where they have the opportunity to come to know Jesus Christ
as their Savior and as their Father…a place to call home.

Here at East Woods, we are requesting donations of personal hygiene and non
-perishable foods for the Lighthouse (Ang Bahay Parola)--home for homeless
and street children in the Philippines. Personal hygiene items such as toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, soaps, feminine sanitary pads, and new underwear; non-perishable food items such as peanut butter, granola bars, nuts,
dried fruits etc. Donated items will be packaged by the end of July and sent in
August.

All Church Picnic
August 26 – After Worship
Yummy potluck food
Fabulous friends
Exciting Trivia Competition
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ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE
July 27 & 28
Help is needed to organize, price, and work the Sale.
Please sign up in Evergreen Hall (narthex).
Donations will be accepted on:
Sunday, July 22 After Church, until 12:30
Monday, July 23 – 1-5 PM
Tuesday, July 24 – 10 AM-7 PM
Wednesday, July 25 – 1-7 PM
Thursday, July 26 – 10 AM – 6 PM
Please remember, old electronics do not sell well. Please be very selective
with the clothing you donate. We cannot accept infant/child car seats.
We cannot accept anything with a mattress unless you first talk with
PeggyKonzek. If you have large items such as furniture to donate, please
contact Peggy if you need someone to haul your items
to the church for you.
Questions? Call or text Peggy Konzek 360-903-2168
Or email at geopegkon@comcast.net

Food/Art/Music Festival at East Woods on August 18.
This year FAM is a fundraiser for Family Promise – a new non-profit.
Your talent can help end homelessness one family at a time.
Interested? Learn more by contacting:
Artists: Peggy McNees at peggymcnees@comcast.net
Musicians: Gwen Wagner at gwendolynwagner@gmail.com
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FROM FRIENDS OF THE CARPENTER:
JOB OPPORTUNITY – Volunteer Manager
Friends of the Carpenter will soon be filling a part-time (20 to 24 hours per
week) Volunteer Manager job. The incumbent will recruit, train, and
coordinate the work of volunteers to support Friends of the Carpenter. Plan and
implement methods to increase participation of volunteers, develop and
maintain reliable communication channels to keep abreast of issues, and track
and report key information regarding volunteers to measure effectiveness.
Assist with special events and maintain relationships with donors, sponsors, and
partners.
Applicants need to have good organizational and interpersonal skills; strong
oral and written communication skills, and experience in the recruitment,
training, assignment, and monitoring of volunteers or others.
The pay rate will be $15 per hour.
We expect to fill the position in mid to late July, 2018.
Friends of the Carpenter is a non-profit, faith based day facility that provides
safety, structure and purpose for vulnerable members of our community. The
Center is located at 1600 W 20th St, Vancouver, WA 98660 and is open
Monday – Friday, 9 am to 4 pm.
If you know someone who may be interested, they should submit a resume to
Tom Iberle, Executive Director, tom@friendsofthecarpenter or to the
Center, above address, by 4 pm, on Wednesday, July 11, 2018. Questions
may be directed to Tom Iberle, Executive Director, at 360-750-4752.
Please help us get the word out about this opportunity.
Many thanks,
Tom Iberle
Executive Director
Friends of the Carpenter
360-750-4752

tom@friendsofthecarpenter.org

There’s still time:
Adopt an East Woods Plant or Flower Bed
We still have plant beds up for adoption! Work at your
convenience. A great family activity or gather a team.
Or give an hour or two in a bed already adopted.
More details in Evergreen Hall (narthex).
Our dedicated Buildings and Grounds crew are grateful
for the many helping hands!
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East Woods Activities - Save the Date
July 3
July 4
July 10
July 12
July 14
July 23
July 26
July 27-28
August 7
August 9
August 18
August 23
August 26
Aug. 31-Sept. 2

Senior Season Seminar, 12-1 PM, Maple Room
INDEPENDENCE DAY—EWPC Office Closed
Family Promise Mtng., 6 PM, Maple Room
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room
Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9 AM, Evergreen Hall
Men’s Fellowship Happy Hr., 5:30 PM, McMenamins
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room
Annual East Woods Rummage Sale
Senior Season Seminar, 12-1 PM, Maple Room
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room
Food, Art and Music Festival (FAM)
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room
All Church Picnic, after Worship
Family Camp, Ft. Stevens, OR

For more information on these events, please visit our
“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings .

For any Deacon needs:
Please call Lynne Helmke at 360-883-5661
For Prayer Requests:
Please contact Judy England, 360-601-7567 Email: englandj44@comcast.net

August Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, July 17
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM
Church Phone: 944-5841
16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
Rev. Bill Sperry
Susie Freeman
CarrieAnn Baker
Bake Baker
Cathy Roeper

pastor@eastwoodspres.org
Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org
Family Ministries Director, carrieann@eastwoodspres.org
Student Ministries Teacher, bake@eastwoodspres.org
Nursery Coordinator, cathyroeper@gmail.com
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16210 NE 20th Street
Vancouver, WA 98684
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