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Dear East Woods Brothers and Sisters, 
  

Happy New Year!  I hope and pray that 2018 has started well for each of you and 

that it will be your best year yet. 
  

As you’re likely aware, this Sunday, January 7, we’ll host a celebration 

recognizing the ten-year anniversary of the dedication and use of our church 

campus.  East Woods’ very first worship service in our current space was held 

on January 27, 2008.  We’re celebrating a few weeks ahead of that date so that 

we can overlap our celebration with a Gathering Sunday meal and save this 

upcoming January 28 for our Annual Called Congregational Meeting. 
  

This coming Sunday is also our annual recognition of Epiphany 

Sunday.  Epiphany is a big word describing an event that reveals an idea.  In our 

case, Epiphany Sunday helps us remember the event of God revealing the Christ 

child to the Magi, the three wise men, so that the arrival of God’s promised 

Messiah would be known by Gentiles as well as Jews.  
  

Isaiah 60 provides a great Old Testament backdrop for both of the events we’ll 

celebrate this Sunday.  I encourage you to read it for yourself, and I’ll also tell 

you why I think it’s a good fit for this week.  Through Isaiah, God foretold the 

event of the Epiphany.  In verses 6-11, the Lord provided a vision of kings from 

foreign lands bringing gold and frankincense, proclaiming the praise of the Lord, 

and ministering to God’s people.  Later in the prophecy, in verse 21, the Lord 

offered a promise that His people would possess the land they’d been hoping 

for.  I can imagine the joy God’s people must have felt when they heard that 

promise.  I have heard that our East Woods brothers and sisters who worked so 

hard to secure and develop our campus felt a similar joy ten years ago when they 

moved from the Fisher’s Grange and began to worship in our current space.   
 

It’s always wonderful to me when the ancient texts of the Bible offer such 

specific connections to events in our day.  And, it’s important for us to remember 

the ultimate purpose of all of it, which is the glory of God.  In the second part of 

Isaiah 60:21, God says it clearly.  “They are the shoot that I planted, the work 

of my hands, so that I might be glorified.”  So… let’s let the glory of God be 

our continued purpose and focus in this New Year, as we rededicate our campus 

and ourselves, as we celebrate the revealing of God’s promised Messiah, and as 

we journey through another year of worship, community, and discipleship 

together.    
  

In partnership for God’s glory ~ Bill 

Newsletter 

January 2018 
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JOIN EAST WOODS FOR A GREAT CELEBRATION! 
 

On January 27, 2008, the East Woods congregation celebrated the 

fulfillment of a long-standing dream.  We hosted our first worship service 

in our newly constructed church campus and dedicated it to the glory of 

God and the blessing of our community.  Now, you're invited to a 10-year 

celebration of that dedication, as we worship God together and cut cake to 

renew our dedication and the dedication of our wonderful campus.   

The Fellowship Commission will host the party in our Evergreen 

Hall following the 10 AM worship service on Sunday, January 7. 

EAST WOODS SUPPORTS BLANKET COVERAGE 2 017 
 

Blanket Coverage is a ministry which was started by the Dan Griffith family 

in 1986; they distribute blankets every night to the homeless in Portland and 

Vancouver.  They seek to develop relationships with the recipients and 

endeavor to help get them off the street and into housing.   East Woods 

volunteers made and donated 22 blankets to this ministry. 
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FAMILY MINISTRIES 
 

EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF HELPING KIDS GROW IN CHRIST 
during Sunday School, in January and beyond.  With 52 weeks in the year,  

it only takes 52 people taking one Sunday each to worship with the children at 

East Woods to fulfill the need of Sunday Children's programming.   

You can sign up online for a Sunday Jan.—March at 

https://www.volunteersignup.org/JEBBB  or sign up on the volunteer sheet in 

the hall for any Sunday during the next 6 months, January—June. 

Being a helper is simple and rewarding – sit with the kids, 

assist in art projects or activities,  

help younger kids look up verses,  

be an example of laughing at Teacher Bake's jokes 

(he thinks he’s funny), enjoy conversations with the kids.  

This role is so important  and often more impacting to the kids than 

the one taking the lead teaching role.   

Thank you for signing up! 
 

FAMILY FUN 
GET + TOGETHER 

EAST WOODS CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES  
 

UPCOMING EVENT: SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 AT EAST WOODS 

10 AM—11:30 AM for all children, youth and families. 

Join us for some Family Fun at East Woods! 

We’ll share a light brunch, play some family-vs-family games, 

create your own “family crest,” and continue to get to know each other. 

Parents, grandparents, kids—all ages invited to participate  

And enjoy a kick-off to 2018 Family Ministries. 

YOUTH 
 

We’re hoping to see youth attend and take part in Family Fun at East Woods 

on Sat. January 27.  We’ll be having youth group meetings every Wednesday 

of the month, 6:30-8:00 PM for 6th – 12th grades. 
 

Mark your calendars - Sunday, February 4th is Souper Bowl of 

Caring.  Since 1990, young people have been leading the charge and 

inspiring others to collect dollars 

and food in the weeks leading up to 

the Big Game. Teaming up with 

local partners, these groups give 

100% of donations to local charities, 

changing the nation's largest 

weekend of football into the largest 

weekend of caring. The East Woods 

Youth Group will be supporting this mission.    
 

Find out more information about this national event at: 

www.souperbowl.org  

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/QuPU5Vlqg3o/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.volunteersignup.org%2FJEBBB
http://www.souperbowl.org
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EAST WOODS VOLUNTEERS PUT TOGETHER THANKSGIVING BASKETS  

TO SUPPORT OPEN HOUSE MINISTRIES IN VANCOUVER.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In November, Tom Koecher, Bob Pfeifer and Rich Helmke added to the 

overwhelming number of donations to MILL PLAIN ELEMENTARY with 

another refrigerator/freezer. 

_____________________ 
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EAST WOODS BROUGHT CHRISTMAS JOY TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

WTH 25 CAROLERS! 

OTHER HOLIDAY JOYS BROUGHT BY EAST WOODS VOLUNTEERS 

 

 We assembled and donated 68 Shoe Boxes for Operation Christmas 

Child—sharing the love  of Jesus through the power of a simple gift, with 

children around the world. 

 

 We had 30 willing walkers show up to participate in the Clark County 

“Walk and Knock” campaign for the Food Bank—that was 1/2 of all the 

volunteers in the local area! 

 

 Eleven East Woods families donated gifts for the annual Advent Giving 

Tree and  the gifts were delivered before Christmas to recipients as far 

away as  Gresham and Scappoose.  
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We Love East Woods! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 11 

after Worship 

ALL-CHURCH POTLUCK 

Soup, Salad and Dessert 

Please sign up in Evergreen Hall 

for your food contribution. 

 

THE 2018 EAST WOODS WOMEN’S RETREAT 

February 23, 24, 25 

Lincoln City, OR 

Cost: $115.00 

Registration forms are available on the counter 

 in Evergreen Hall. 

 For any questions, ask Peggy Konzek. 

LUNCH AND A TRIP TO ISRAEL! 

Wednesday, February 21 at 11:30 AM 

Roberta Schlechter will present a program on her 

recent trip to Israel. 

Soup and sandwiches will be provided.  

Please sign up in Evergreen Hall. 

 

Photo: Roberta on the Sea of Galilee 
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Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM 
 

Church Phone:  944-5841 
 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

Rev. Bill Sperry          pastor@eastwoodspres.org  

Susie Freeman           Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org 

CarrieAnn Baker      Family Ministries Director, carrieann@eastwoodspres.org   

Bake Baker                Student Ministries Teacher, bake@eastwoodspres.org  

Cathy Roeper             Nursery Coordinator, cathyroeper@gmail.com    
 

  

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org 

 

February Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, January 16 

EAST WOODS WIFI PASSWORD 
 

We've added password protection to the "eastwoodspres" public WiFi 

network.  The current password is ILoveEWPC611.  Of course, we all love 

EWPC, and the 611 represents our chartering anniversary - June 11, 

2000.  We hope that helps you remember the password and the anniversary! A 

draft of our WiFi policy is available in the church office for all who'd like to 

read it.  Happy surfing! 

 

mailto:pastor@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:secretary@eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org
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