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WINTER PREACHING SERIES: PAUL’S  LETTER TO TITUS 

 So what if we were asked to write a “short piece” that expresses “our personal 

philosophy”, what might it say?  For a second grader like Sally, I think her 

response it not only comedic but appropriate.  But what about for someone who 

has lived a long time, maybe even finding themselves towards the end of their life 

and reflecting back on what was truly important.  If they had to put their “personal 

philosophy” into a short paper or letter, what would it look like? 
  

 That is exactly what we find in the New Testament book of Titus.  It is a letter 

only three short chapters long, but packed with all the things Paul felt were 

important enough to pass along.  Titus was a convert of Paul during his early 

missionary journeys.  Paul discipled Titus and once his leadership gifts became 

clear, Paul anointed Titus to be Bishop of Crete and to help guide the leaders of the 

churches across that island nation.  Now as Paul was reaching the end of his own 

life, he wanted to share with Titus his personal philosophy of ministry, in regards 

to sound Christian living, teaching and theology.  The result is one of Paul’s most 

powerful and condensed teaching in which to study, and we will be diving in for 

an in depth look over the next seven weeks.   
 

 During Pastor Bill’s military deployment, one of our particular focuses was to 

forge a deeper understanding and appreciation for our new mission statement core 

words: Celebrate, Connect & Care.  To better understand these core words, we 

need to understand our calling as a church, as Christians in a non-Christian society, 

and what we should expect of our leaders. Paul addresses all of these in his 

wonderful and concise letter to Titus. My hope is that when we finish this series 

that we will be able to better shape our own personal philosophies to the truth of 

the Gospel as seen through Paul’s eyes. 
 

Pastor Brian Craker 
Bridge Pastor 

February 2019 

Newsletter 
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Food + Fellowship + Mission Support 
 

Lynne Helmke, Deacons Moderator 
 

Have you ever said, after church on Sunday, “…boy, so-

and-so is really nice, I should invite them to dinner”, or I 

would really like to know (fill in the name) a little better, 

he/she seems so nice”?  I know I have.   
 

Well, what if you could do more than eat and have 

fellowship with people you want to get to know better. 
 

At the January Session meeting, Dinner with a Cause 

was presented and approved to make all of these elements 

come together.  Dinner with a Cause is an idea which 

encourages you to invite someone from church to enjoy 

fellowship and a meal together.  However, there is one 

more element to it—the meal is not “free”.  
  

During the meal, the host provides information to his/her guests about one of 

the mission programs the church supports.  After the meal, the host asks his/her 

guests to donate to that cause.  The idea is to merge food, fellowship and funds 

in hopes of doing more good works through our missions. 
 

How do we recommend you do this? 

 Well, first, ask some people if they would like to join you at your home for 

Dinner with a Cause. 

 Second, tell them the meal comes with a donation to a particular church 

supported mission.  Guests can either give cash in a sealed envelope or 

write a check to the church with the mission named in the memo. 

 Third, enjoy your time together and spend some time discussing your 

cause. 

 And finally, bring the money to the church to be put into the mission fund. 
 

If you are interested and have questions or want more information, please ask 

any one of the Deacons:  Wayne Denman, Susan Gustafson, Maria Henry, 

Lynne Helmke, Pat Norby, Ronda Peterson, Bill Reeburgh or Gordon Wehner. 
 

We are a church “family” and as such, it’s nice to get together from time to 

time and support a worthy cause in the process.  Other churches have 

implemented similar programs with great success and Session felt it might be 

something worth pursuing at East Woods.  Besides, the idea of encouraging 

fellowship with one another is equally important as the opportunity to support a 

particular East Woods mission.  
 

For your information, the following are our East Woods missions: 

Dennis and Maribel Smith  (South America),  CEDEPCA (Central America), 

Mission to the World (Philippines). 

Local Missions:  Friends of the Carpenter, Habitat for Humanity, 

Open House Ministry, Prayer Shawls, Christmas Giving Tree. 

Presbytery Missions. 
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EAST WOODS IS PARTICIPATING IN NIGHT STRIKE on Thursday,  

March 28th, 6-9:30 PM. 
 

Night Strike is a community gathering that mobilizes volunteers/services, 

meets felt needs, and develops relationships that transform lives.  
 

It is a unique opportunity for people to spend time under the Burnside Bridge 

every Thursday night to love people because people matter.  
 

It is an opportunity for members of Portland’s homeless community to hang 

out, enjoy a hot meal, receive a free haircut or shave, have their feet washed 

and have their old shoes/clothes/sleeping bags replaced.  
 

It is also a chance for you to come down and share in the experience, help 

serve the needs of the homeless in our community, and more importantly, in-

vest in lives and build relationships with the people you meet. 
 

Please sign up in Evergreen Hall (Narthex) to participate. 

We will meet in the East Woods parking lot at 6 PM to head for Portland. 

MISSION 
 

GIFT CARDS/SCRIP ORDER DUE SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3.  

Please note, we have new forms (dated January 7, 2019) There have been some 

additions to the form.  Order today & cards will be available next Sunday, 

February 10th.  Thanks for your support of this program which last year, brought 

in over $2,000 to the church. 
 

URGENT Mill Plain Elementary has a need for shoes sizes 12,13,1 and 2.  The 

shoes can be new or like new (gently used). If you don’t want to shop for shoes, I 

will be happy to shop for you.  Also, now that the weather is getting colder, the 

kids at Mill Plain Elementary need HUGS (Hats, Underwear, Gloves and Socks).  

During January and February we will be collecting HUGS for the kids as well as 

the items on the list above the Mill Plain bin. They have an ongoing need for 

shoes and snacks. All donations are greatly appreciated;  please put them in the 

Mill Plain box or contact Conni Pfeifer. 
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WOMEN OF EAST WOODS – IT’S RETREAT TIME! 

 

Get March 8th through the 10th on your calendar for our Women’s Retreat.  

This is a weekend to share life with the women of this church in a beautiful 

setting away from the busyness of life. 
 

This year we are doing a couple things different to accommodate more women. 

We are staying local and not going to the ocean.  Our hope is more women 

would join us because they wouldn’t have to drive as far and women that don’t 

like to sleep away from home would come during the day.  The place we chose 

is beautiful!!! 
 

We have moved the date from the last weekend of February to the second 

weekend of March.  We had a few of you say you couldn’t make it because of 

our previous dates.  We hope we don’t lose anyone with the new dates and only 

gain women.  And doing it later gives two weeks chance at better weather.   
 

The curriculum is based on the book Everyone Always by Bob Goff.  We won’t 

read the book during the weekend, but we will use his video bible study as a 

basis for our conversations.  Gwen will customize it for East Woods.   You are 

encouraged to read it on your own before coming to the retreat.  Gwen recom-

mends the beautiful message this book offers.  And it will get you in the right 

frame of mind for the weekend. 
 

Please sign up in the narthex for the retreat.  Invite a friend to join you.   The 

fees for the weekend are $115 if you stay overnight (I highly encourage you to 

stay) or $65 for the day rate.  Both include the materials and food.  Be in 

prayerful consideration about joining us March 8 – 10.  Also, pray for all you 

plan the retreat; we will be praying for you, as well. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Gwen Wagner or Peggy Konzek. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY IS HERE!  The wait is over, and thank you for your 

patience.  We wish we could have honored every survey request, however there 

was not enough interest in having an evening or weekend group.  We will re-

view that again in the future.  Studies will be on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 

the month, 10 AM in the Maple Room. We will meet through the end of May 

and resume in September.  Our study is on God’s Promise...I am with you.   

For more details, see either Peggy Konzek or Lynne Helmke 
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THE WALK TO EMMAUS  Have you wondered what the Walk to Emmaus is?  

Do you question if it’s right for you?  The Walk to Emmaus is a three-day 

experience that takes you away from the world to spend time surrounded by 

God’s Love. You hear 15 talks on the subject of Grace. You are fed well, 

physically and spiritually. The Walk’s purpose is to inspire you to return to 

your church with renewed enthusiasm for serving Christ. Unlike retreats, you 

only participate as a pilgrim once.  For many, it is a life-changing experience. 

Anyone who feels the desire to deepen their relationship to Christ is welcome 

to participate.  Please contact Cynthia Younger or anyone who has attended the 

Walk if you have any questions.   

Cynthia_younger@outlook.com or 360 837-2381 

WHAT DO YOU SAY WHEN YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT TO SAY? 
 

Have you ever avoided talking to someone who is grieving because you didn’t 

know what to say to say to them?  Has someone avoided you after you tried to 

cheer them up?   Most of us know we are well equipped to handle someone 

else’s pain.  But there is help.  Based on Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart, 

come learn how to comfort others effectively.   

9:00 AM,  Monday, February 4th and Sundays, Feb. 17th, March 3rd. 
 

Please contact Cynthia Younger if you have any questions.  

Cynthia_younger@outlook.com or 360 837-2381.  

ADULT EDUCATION 

 

EAST WOODS NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION:  Save a tree! 
 

Bring your own coffee cup to church. 
  

These could be nice conversation starters: 
 

“Nice mug!  Where did you get it?” 
 

or 

“That is a special cup!” 

 

THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB 
 

meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays  

at 9 AM in the Willow Room. 

For more information, see Carol Domench 

mailto:Cynthia_younger@outlook.com
mailto:Cynthia_younger@outlook.com
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BILL (FROM SUNDAY JAN 27TH) 
 

Prayers for East Woods as you worship, meet, dine and celebrate this morning!  
 

Yesterday, I toured the Historic Jamestown Settlement in VA, and enjoyed the 

tour portion featuring the church and baptismal fount pictured. Then, this 

morning, I enjoyed the Protestant service at the Norfolk Base Chapel this 

morning, complete with baptism and a good exposition of Psalm 101.  
 

Ran into a fellow chaplain from my Basic Leadership Course who is now the 

command chaplain on the USS Truman carrier, so I get a tour of that ship from 

him tomorrow. Pretty excited! Missing you all! 
 

Pastor Bill 
 

UPDATE: Pastor Bill is now on his way to Bahrain! He left on the first leg of 

his trip Wednesday evening  (Jan. 30) and should be on base by the weekend. 
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Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM – 3 PM 

Church Phone:  944-5841 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

 

  Rev. Bill Sperry, Pastor                                      (On Military Deployment)  

  Rev. Brian Craker,  Bridge Pastor                       pastor@eastwoodspres.org                    

  Susie Freeman,   Church Admin                           susie@eastwoodspres.org 

  Lisa Pickering,  Interim Worship Music Leader  lisa@eastwoodspres.org  

  Chris Lashley,  Worship Coordinator                   chris_lashley10@yahoo.com 

  Kaylan Lathrop,  Nursery Attendant                    kaylan.laythrop@gmail.com     
 

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org  

                   East Woods Activities - Save the Date 

 
 

February 3     Gathering Sunday Lunch following Worship 

February 4     Class:“What Do You Say When You Don’t Know What to Say?” 9 AM 

February 6     Youth Group, 6:30 – 8 PM, Redwood Room 

February 9     Men’s Breakfast, 7:30 – 9 AM, Evergreen Hall 

February 10   Theology Book Club, 9 AM, Willow Room 

February 12   Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM, Maple Room 

February 13   Youth Group, 6:30 – 8 PM, Redwood Room 

February 14   Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room 

February 17   Class:“What Do You Say…”  9 AM 

February 18   PRESIDENTS’ DAY  

February 20   Youth Group, 6:30 – 8 PM, Redwood Room 

February 24   Theology Book Club, 9 AM, Willow Room  

February 25   Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour at McMenamins, 5:30 PM 

February 26   Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM, Maple Room 

February 28   Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room 
 

For more information on these events, please visit our 

“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings . 

 

March Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, February 19 

mailto:pastor@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:secretary@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:lisa@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:chris_lashley10@yahoo.com
mailto:kaylan.laythrop@gmail.com
http://www.eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings
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