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Newsletter 

December 

From Pastor Brian: 

 

FINDING THE HEART OF ADVENT  

 

Last summer we journeyed through Old Testament passages with a 

storytelling method  that was based in part on ancient traditions. Many in our 

congregation remarked that it was an amazing experience that brought a 

fresh understanding to familiar passages.  This Advent, we are going to do 

the same, as we hear the traditional Advent/Christmas passages, but from a 

fresh perspective through storytelling. 
 

 

The purpose of God’s sending Jesus to earth was a matter of the heart…

God’s heart that all could experience God’s love, and for our hearts to be 

changed through the gift of grace. Our Advent series is on Finding the 

HEART of Advent: Tuning our EARs when angels speak; finding the ART 

of our hearts through songs and play, discovering the power of HE-

Immanuel, God with us, then pulling it all together with our modern 

Christmas tale.  I hope this will be a fresh and powerful experience for you 

and your family this Christmas season. 
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ADVENT ART BY…  YOU! 

Advent is coming; beginning December 1st we will be 

focusing on the weeks looking forward to Christ’s coming. 

As we prepare our hearts, homes, and lives for this season 

of celebration, we will be sharing our drawing, sketching, 

chalking, penciling, crayoning, and stick figures in a 

special way. 

Bulletins will include an insert for YOU to do the same; each week a theme is 

presented and we hope that each member, visitor, and attendee will share their 

vision by creating a personal piece of art that will be turned in either after service 

or anytime via email to Kevin. Those submissions will then be part of the bulletin 

covers and slideshows for the Advent and Christmas Eve Worship services to 

come. We hope that everyone will share their drawings, sketches, and illustrations 

with the rest of us (no signature necessary) and share how we all see the season 

where we celebrate the Greatest Gift of All; Jesus, our Lord and Savior! 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 2019 
 

Sunday, December 15th—10:00 AM during service 

Our annual Christmas Pageant will be held on December 15th, 

and we’ll be holding rehearsals during Sunday School on 

December 1st and 8th. There will also be a “dress rehearsal” on 

Saturday, December 14th. We hope that your children will be 

able to be a part of this simple but important telling of the Jesus’ birth. There will 

be parts for all ages, pre-K through adult. Not able to make it to practices? We’ll 

have walk-on parts the day of! 
 

CAROLS & COCOA 

Sunday, December 15th  - 6:30 PM * 

We hope that you and your family will join us for 

caroling together. We’ll start at the church, sing our way 

around the neighborhood, and come back to the church for hot cocoa and cookies. 

This evening of fun, festivity, and fellowship is for all-ages, regardless of singing 

ability.  *if the weather is really, really bad, we will meet at the church and sing 

carols together there. 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH TEACHERS 

Sunday Mornings & Wednesday Evenings 

Have you ever felt called to volunteer with our children here at 

East Woods? We are in the process of scheduling teachers, 

assistants, and leaders for both Sunday School classes and Youth 

Group.  

Opportunities include: Children’s Sunday School Teacher and Assistant during 

worship service, and Youth Group leaders Wednesday evenings 6:30-8:00pm. We 

also have substitute roles for the classroom and nursery, drivers for special events, 

etc. We are looking for a few good men and women to step up and commit to the 

next generation of the church.  

CHILDREN, YOUTH  & FAMILY EVENTS 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 
Thank you to everyone who gave so 

generously to help us pack and send 38 

shoeboxes to children around the world!  

 

 

 
 

 

JANUARY 5 GATHERING SUNDAY POTLUCK 
 

It’s cold outside! 

Stay after Worship on January 5 for fellowship and warm food! 

If your last name begins with A,B or C, please bring a dessert to share. 

If your last name begins with D,E,F,G or H,  

please bring a salad or fruit to share. 

If your last name begins with I through Z,  please bring a main dish to share. 

 

 

 
 

Our next week to host is January 26 – February 2. 

Watch for sign-up lists in Evergreen Hall (Narthex). 
 

Questions?  See Lynne Helmke or Peggy Konzek. 

 

We are seeking a 2nd Childcare provider in our nursery  

from 9:45-11:15 AM 

every Sunday.  Must be 18 years or older. 

Any questions or suggestion of candidates please contact 

Cathy Roeper, Children & Families Elder. 
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASSES 
 

BIBLE IN HISTORY 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays, 9 AM 

Discussion with Pastor Brian 

No classes in December, resuming in January 
 

THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB 
  

2nd and 4th Sundays, 9 AM—Willow Room 

Note that Theology Book Club will not meet in December. 

At our next meeting, the second Sunday in January, we begin a new study: 

Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths 

by Bruce Feiler 

CAN YOU HELP THE DEACONS? 
As some of you may know, the Deacons are responsible for getting members/

attendees, who no longer drive, to church each Sunday.  Usually, this is not a 

problem.  Unfortunately, from time-to-time, we have a situation when due to 

traveling, sickness, prior commitments, etc., no one is available.  This is 

upsetting...not only for the person expecting the ride, but for the Deacons 

who feel this is part of our responsibility to East Woods.  So, we would like 

to expand our list of available drivers.  If you would be willing to drive 

someone to church on Sunday, please let me, or any of the Deacons know.  If 

you agree to do this, your name and number will not be distributed and you 

will only be contacted by one of the Deacons when a need presents 

itself.  We will then contact the person who lives closest to the person 

needing the ride.  Thank you for prayerfully considering this request.   

Thanks! Lynne Helmke, Deacons Moderator 

 

 

 
 

Ladies!  Mark your calendars and save the date:  March 6—8! 

Our Annual Women’s Retreat will be at the same Brush Prairie location as last 

year’s.  Watch for more details. 
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Challenge $30K - Year End Giving Drive 
 

It’s no secret, 2019 has been a very challenging year for East Woods 

finances.  At the end of October, our deficit (revenues less expenses) was in 

excess of $15,000.  Session knew this would be a difficult financial year due 

primarily to the additional expenses we would incur to support Pastor Bill’s 

deployment.  However, the Sunday Offering, our most important revenue 

stream, has been running significantly below our budget for the entire year.  

The most current forecast has us ending the year with a deficit of 

approximately $30,000.   

 

Challenge $30K is our year end giving drive to end our financial year on a 

most positive note, e.g. no deficit.   God’s faithfulness has been in 

abundance all year when we consider the spiritual leadership of Bridge 

Pastor Brian, the renewed enthusiasm in our Family and Youth programs, 

the opening of our church to Family Promise and the dedication of our 

Music Ministry.  Will you help honor His faithfulness by helping to meet 

this challenge? 

 

Many of us make December the month we finalize our year end giving to 

take advantage of tax benefits.  Please consider an additional gift to EWPC 

or adding to your 2019 Pledge to help us meet the Challenge $30K.  If you 

need to take a “Required Minimum Distribution” from a tax deferred IRA, 

please see Tom Koecher to discuss a tax efficient strategy that can lower 

your federal taxes and bless EWPC. 

     You may also give online at  www.eastwoodspres.org/give                                 

http://www.eastwoodspres.org
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TIME AND TALENT TO OFFER? 
 

Cleanliness is next to Godliness!  We don’t know who said that but we sure 

could use your help if you have a few hours to spare.  Not only that, you can 

get to know some new folks perhaps.  East Woods Building & Grounds could 

definitely use some new volunteers to help with: 
 

INDOORS – volunteer for a cleaning crew or a 

substitute to help when someone is on vacation.  No 

experience necessary.  Teams clean once a month and 

it takes only a few hours.  The more teams, the less 

frequency you need to help.   
 

OUTDOORS – more of a woodsy, 

outdoors person?  The crew meets every Thursday 

morning to clean the yard, parking areas, and keep the 

church grounds looking great!   
 

If you can’t commit to weekly, how about adopting a 

flower bed to keep the weeds down?  You can work your 

own hours! 
 

Please see or contact Keith Bloss (keithbloss@gmail.com) or Tom Koecher 

(tommckoecher@comcast.net) for more information. 

 

2019 CHRISTMAS MARKET FUNDRAISER 

December 1, 8, & 15th 
 

In 2015, the East Woods Christmas Market started with one product - 

delicious chocolate hazelnuts.  The Market expanded each year with a focus 

on local products.  Hazelnuts from Oregon and pepper jellies from Portland 

have been popular mainstays with new items added each year.   

All proceeds from the Market support East Woods and our missions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stop by before or after Sunday services in December. 

Gift giving couldn’t be easier! 

This is our fifth and last season and we can’t say thank you enough to God 

and everyone who has faithfully supported this annual fundraiser.  It’s been a 

blessing and we hope you’ve enjoyed it as well!   

This year’s Christmas Market includes:    

 Handmade wooden bud vases  

 White chocolate popcorn mixes  

 Colorful Blessings Boxes 

 Gorgeous napkins and fun “sniffs” 

 Ornaments & Larger Holiday Decor 

 Premium Amaryllis & Paperwhite Bulbs 

mailto:keithbloss@gmail.com
mailto:tommckoecher@comcast.net
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Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM – 3 PM 

Church Phone:  944-5841 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

  Rev. Bill Sperry,       Pastor                                     (On Sabbatical)  

  Rev. Brian Craker   Bridge Pastor                          pastor@eastwoodspres.org                    

  Susie Freeman          Church Admin                        susie@eastwoodspres.org 

  Lisa Pickering          Worship Music Leader           lisa@eastwoodspres.org  

  Chris Lashley           Worship Coordinator              chris_lashley10@yahoo.com 

  Kevin Gates              Children & Youth Director    kevin@eastwoodspres.org  

  Cait Ridley                Nursery Attendant 
 

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org  

and on facebook at  www.facebook.com/eastwoodspres   

                      

  East Woods Activities - Save the Date 

 

 

Dec. 1                  First Sunday in Advent 

                            Gathering Meal, after Worship 

Dec. 1,8, 15         Holiday Market 

Dec. 7                  Habitat for Humanity Holiday Lunch 

Dec. 8                  Christmas Giving Tree gifts due 

Dec. 10                Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM 

Dec. 12                Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Dec. 14                Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9 AM, Evergreen Hall 

Dec. 15                Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Dec. 15                Carols & Cocoa, meet at  EW at 6:30 PM 

Dec. 18                No Youth Group 

Dec. 24                Christmas Eve Service, 5 PM 

Dec. 24—Jan. 2  EW Office Closed 

Dec. 30                Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour,5:30 PM, McMenanmins 
 

 

Also see: “Events” web page at  http://eastwoodspres.org/events 

 January Newsletter  deadline—Tuesday, December 17 

mailto:pastor@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:secretary@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:lisa@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:chris_lashley10@yahoo.com
mailto:kevin@eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org
http://eastwoodspres.org/events
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