Newsletter
December 2018
Dear East Woods Family and Friends~
As we enter the 2018 Advent season, we enter again into the annual cycle of the
most-recognized holiday celebrations memorializing the birth (Christmas), passion
(Maundy Thursday/Good Friday), resurrection (Easter), and Spirit-sending
(Pentecost) of our Lord. Though the circumstances of our world change, these
wonderful and rich traditions offer us an unchanging rhythm. Found within that
rhythm is the reminder that we Christians are called to be a peculiar people – in the
world but not of the world; holy but not holier-than-thou; humble slaves who are
both royal and free.
When the world is lost in hopelessness, we recall that we have set our hope on the
one who has overcome this world. When our nations and communities seem lost to
division, we find ourselves in the name of him who has reconciled all things, both
on earth and in heaven. When fear leads to hate and to the closing of minds and
doors and hearts, we find comfort and strength to love in the love of the one who
opened his arms on the cross and opened the way to eternal life. In our Christcentered peculiarities are the possibilities of a brighter way and a better world.
On that first Christmas, God gave the world one small, humble life who powerfully
changed the world – one person, one touch, one conversation, one relationship at a
time. That life is still alive, by his Spirit and in his church. I see it every day in my
role as pastor. The light of the world shines through the loving words, selfless
work, and faithful ways of so many within our congregation.
So, be of good cheer. When things in our world seem way beyond your reach or
way too big to control, remember that, on Christmas, God got close and started
small. And, he has come to you. If you are in Christ, his Spirit lives in you and
works through you. Be who God made you to be. Do what you can where you are
with what you’ve been given. Nations and presidents, movement and years – these
will pass. The glorious eternal grows from the grassroots beneath the footprints of
the one who has blazed the trail before us. As C.T. Studd wrote in his timeless
poem, “Only One Life”:
Give me Father, a purpose deep,
In joy or sorrow Thy word to keep;
Faithful and true what e’er the strife,
Pleasing Thee in my daily life;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last.
With joy at Christmas time ~ Bill
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INTRODUCING REV. BRIAN CRAKER
East Woods Bridge Pastor for 2019
Rev. Brian Craker (pronounced Crā-kĕr) has
been involved in church ministry for over
25 years, including serving in pastoral roles
at five Portland area churches. Brian has
been working as an Interim Pastor for the
Presbytery of the Cascades over the last ten
years, finishing his current assignment as
Administrative Pastor (Stated Supply) at
Columbia Presbyterian Church in
Vancouver, WA.
Brian was born and raised in California,
before moving to Portland in 1996. His love
for the Pacific Northwest kept him close by
for his seminary work, graduating from George Fox University with his
Masters of Divinity, and now studying at GFU again, this time for his
Doctorate of Ministry. Brian met his wife Alison at Lake Grove Presbyterian
Church, and they have been married for 21 years. They have been blessed
with two sons, Tyler (10) and Casey (7). Brian’s hobbies and interests include
sports, working with the latest technology, travel, DJ’ing parties and weddings
with his brother-in-law Chris, and most of all, having fun with his boys.
Brian’s favorite Biblical passage is Psalm 23. “My life’s journey has not
always been an easy one, and I’ve had to suffer through a number of family
losses during my life. One of the reasons that my faith in the Lord is so strong
is because I have experienced the Lord walking with me through those valleys
of the ‘shadow of death.’ I’ve experienced that divine comfort that the Lord
provides through the Holy Spirit and through his people of the Church, and
my life and my ministry have been so richly blessed…truly ‘my cup runs
over.’ It has shaped how I view my life and the ministry God has called me to,
as well as my desire to serve as the hands and feet of Christ.”
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AFTER WORSHIP ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
Following the 10 AM worship service next Sunday, Session will host a Called
Congregational Meeting so that church members can review and vote on
the Bridge Pastor Contract for Rev. Brian Craker and
the Mobilization Agreement for Rev. Bill Sperry
THANKFUL FOR YOU
Please join us for the
East Woods Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Black Tie Optional
Monday, December 10, 6:00 PM
Please RSVP to Peggy Konzek - text or call 360-903-2168
email: geopegkon@comcast.net
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CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
CHILDREN & FAMILY
December 1st – Meet up at the Grotto for the Christmas Festival of Lights.
Plan to join other East Wood’s families, as schedules allow, at the Grotto in
Portland at 5:30 PM. Tickets are $12 adult/$6 kids.

AND THE ANIMALS TALKED: our Children’s Christmas
Presentation during Worship on Sunday, December 16th.
Practices are happening currently during Sunday’s
Connecting Time, 9-9:45 AM. This is open to all ages;
nursery through high school.

Have you been keeping track of your East Woods Bingo cards? A lot has
been going on at East Woods, and if you held on to your BINGO card from
our Fall Kick-Off back in September, you might notice just how much there
has been to participate with so far this year. Thank you to all the families for
your involvement and joy! Merry Christmas!
YOUTH

Youth Christmas Party – Wednesday, Dec 19th, 6-8 PM. Along with food,
fun and games, we will be have a White Elephant Gift Exchange ($5 gift).
Get ready to have some fun!
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THE DEACONS’ CORNER
Deacons Moderator Lynne Helmke
Our final Deacon for 2018 is Susan
Gustafson. Susan, unlike most of the other
Deacons, was born and raised in
Vancouver. With the exception of a short
period of time when she lived in Hawaii, she is
happy to call Vancouver home.
Susan has been an interior designer and has
been a real estate agent here in Vancouver for
the past 30 years. She currently works for
More Realty.
Susan started attending EWPC shortly after
Bill was named as Pastor and found us to be a
Susan Gustafson
welcoming and friendly congregation. Susan enjoys
helping people and the opportunity to serve as
Deacon is another way to extend care & compassion and also to further her goal
of "finding God's will" in her life.
Susan was ordained on September 16th and serves as Deacon to: Roger & Tess
Castro, Nancy Dean, Linda Fortney, Maria Henry, Cynthia Younger, Susan
Howell, George & Peggy Konzek, Alta McLaughlin, Marilyn Minner, Pam
Nesland, Pat Norby and Carol Solvason.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY
We are excited to offer the following study, designed by Presbyterian Women,
to all interested ladies beginning in early 2019:
God's Promise - I Am With You.
The study will be a journey through Scripture, from Genesis to the end of the
Gospels. The focus will be about God's words "I will be with you" or "I am
with you" spoken throughout scripture. We will consider how this promise
speaks in our circumstances. How does God's promise of presence change us
and the way we live?
The Presbyterian Women's Purpose Statement:
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves: To nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study; to
support the mission of the church worldwide; to work for justice and peace,
and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and witness to the promise of God's kingdom.
Dates and times for the study will be announced soon. If you have any
questions, please see Peggy Konzek or Lynne Helmke
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THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB
We will continue discussing
Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart by Kenneth Haugh On December 9.
Due to Advent activities, the group will not meet on December 23.
For more information, contact Cynthia Younger, 360-260-0430

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Opens Sunday, December 2
Remember the locally sourced chocolate hazelnuts, pepper jellies, and cocoas? They’re back
with new surprises that make perfect gifts
for the holidays.
Shop early as some items are limited.
All proceeds support EWPC and our missions.
Market Dates: December 2, 9, & 16

LAST CHANCE to Order Gift Cards for
the Holidays & The Giving Tree
Don’t forget to order scrip Gift Cards for The
Giving Tree recipients and those special folks on
your Christmas list. You might need a few for
yourself during this busy Advent season for a break
at the movies, a restaurant, or just every day grocery
shopping. Pick up a form at the Opportunity Table
and learn more.
ORDER BY:

PICK UP ON:

December 2

December 9
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CHRISTMAS SEASON COMMUNITY EVENTS
There are three events listed on the website for 1st Presbyterian Church of
Vancouver: http://www.vanfpc.church/
 Jim Fischer and Friends benefit concert for Friends of the Carpenter,
December 1 at 3 PM.


Vancouver USA Singers Christmas Concert, December 8 at 7 PM and
December 9 at 3 PM.



Messiah Sing-Along, December 21 at 7 PM.
Columbia Presbyterian has these events: http://
www.columbiapresbyterian.org/




Christmas Concert, Sunday, December 9 at 9 AM and 10:30 AM.
Service of Remembrance, Sunday, December 16 at 3 PM.
East Woods has:



Touch of Class Christmas Concert, December 14 at 7 PM.

Coming on Sunday, January 6 after Worship:
A special Italian Send-Off Dinner for Pastor Bill
as he departs for his deployment in Bahrain.
It’s important to sign up
at the Welcome Counter by Sunday, Dec. 30
so that we may plan for the set-up
and the amount of food.
Questions?
Contact Peggy Konzek at 360-903-2168
or Bob Pfeifer at 503-381-9787
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East Woods Activities - Save the Date
December 2
December 4
December 8
December 9
December 9
December 10
December 13
December 14
December 24
Dec. 25-Jan. 2
December 31

Advent begins – Gathering Sunday Lunch
Scrip Gift Card Orders due today.
Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9 AM, Evergreen Hall
Theology Book Club
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, 11:30 AM
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, 6 PM
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM, Redwood Room
Touch of Class Winter Concert, 7 PM
Christmas Eve Services, 5 and 8 PM
East Woods Office closed
Men’s Happy Hour Fellowship at McMenamins, 5:30 PM

For more information on these events, please visit our
“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings .

LADIES OF EAST WOODS, SAVE THE DATE!
Our 2019 Women’s Retreat will be March 8, 9 and 10
at a lovely home in a beautiful 20 acre vineyard
in nearby Brush Prairie.
Come for the weekend or just for the days!
For any Deacon needs:
Please call Lynne Helmke at 360-883-5661
For Prayer Requests:
Please contact Judy England, 360-601-7567 Email: englandj44@comcast.net

January Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, December 11
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM
Church Phone: 944-5841
16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
Rev. Bill Sperry
Susie Freeman
CarrieAnn Baker
Bake Baker
Cathy Roeper
Chris Lashley

pastor@eastwoodspres.org
Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org
Family Ministries Director, carrieann@eastwoodspres.org
Student Ministries Teacher, bake@eastwoodspres.org
Nursery Coordinator, cathyroeper@gmail.com
Worship Coordinator, chris_lashley10@yahoo.com
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16210 NE 20th Street
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