Newsletter

December
2017
Dear East Woods Family and Friends,
December and Advent have arrived. Most years, I find that, once Advent has
started, life hits light-speed to the end of the year. So, I try especially hard to be
intentional in my enjoyment of the season and all of its sights, sounds, experiences
and blessings.
If you were in worship with East Woods on Commitment Sunday, November 26,
you heard me preach about the 'why' and 'how' of giving glory to God alone (Soli
Deo Gloria). As the Westminster Catechisms remind us, humanity's chief and
highest end is to glorify God and to fully enjoy God forever. Glorifying God and
enjoying God fully are not two separate ends. They are one and the same, and I
LOVE that!
As Pastor John Piper wrote, "When God planned in eternity to justify the ungodly
the way he did so that God Himself would be glorified, He did not mean for us to
find the glory of God boring, but for us to find it all-satisfying. And this is not
because our happiness is the ultimate value in the universe, but because the
ultimate value in the universe — the all-glorious God — is shown to be the
supreme Treasure when He becomes the supreme pleasure of His people."
King Solomon encouraged his people and the students of his wisdom schools to
accomplish that calling in this way, "So I commend enjoyment, for there is nothing
better for people under the sun than to eat, and drink, and enjoy themselves, for this
will go with them in their toil through the days of life that God gives them under
the sun." (Ecclesiastes 8:15) With all this, it should come as no surprise that the
single most common positive commandment in Scripture is, "Rejoice!"
So, I hope you'll join me in glorifying God and enjoying God forever through East
Woods - our worship, our fellowship, and our many activities during
December. Dive through this Newsletter for all the details.
Lastly, I want to once again say thanks to our Session, and especially to Gwen
Wagner and Cynthia Younger, for doing such an outstanding job leading our
congregation through the information and decision-making process regarding the
our potential property sale. I think the strong result of the vote - with 85% in favor
of selling up to 2 acres of the undeveloped East Yard - was a reflection of the trust
and vision fostered by the communication and the process executed by
Session. Please join us in continuing to pray for the next steps in the process so
that we can most glorify God with what lies ahead.
With joy for God's glory ~ Bill
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EAST WOODS IS GOING CAROLING!
On Wednesday, December 13th, you're invited to help East Woods'
neighbors enjoy the Most Wonderful Time of the Year with some
Christmas Caroling. We'll be meeting in Evergreen Hall at 6:30 PM to
pray and then heading out to stroll and sing through the local
neighborhoods. We'll be back in Evergreen Hall by 8:00 PM for toasty
beverages, snacks, and a chance to
praise God together for His
faithfulness and favor. Pray for clear
skies, and dress warmly for our time
outside. Feel free to bring friends,
jingle bells, or other instruments to
make the event even more fun. Song
sheets will be provided.
Contact Pastor Bill with any questions
at Bill@eastwoodspres.org.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
It’s time once again to take a tag from the EWPC
Giving Tree in the narthex and buy a gift for
someone less fortunate. The process is the same as
in previous years. The gifts will go to Habitat For
Humanity families with every member of each
family receiving two gifts. Habitat selects families
based on their need. Working with Habitat families
also provides an opportunity for EW members/
families to have a more personal connection by
participating in the delivery of gifts.
Here is how it works:
 Pick one or more tag(s) from the tree.
 Put your name and phone number on the list, located on the counter
by the tree, opposite the number that matches your tag(s). i.e. 1A or
1B, 2A or 2B etc. (Note there are 2 tags with the same name but each
with a different gift) Signing up in the right spot is very important!
 Purchase the gift requested, wrap it and put the tag on the package. It
is also important that the same tag is back on the gift!
 Put your wrapped gift under the tree before or by Sunday, Dec. 10th!
If you wish to participate in the delivery of gifts between Dec. 19 th and
23rd , there is a separate sign-up sheet on the counter. You will sign up for
a specific family. The number in the family, including children’s ages
and the address will be listed, but the family names and contact
information will only be given to EW members who have signed up to
deliver them. Questions? Contact Katey Sandy or Judy England.
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MISSION

THE KIDS AT MILL PLAIN ELEMENTARY will be off for over a week during
Christmas break. Many of the kids depend on having lunch and breakfast at
school. During December, they could use items like cereal, peanut butter, tuna,
mac and cheese, soup, granola bars, bread, oatmeal, etc. A full list of needs is
posted on the donation box. Next time you buy groceries, please add something
extra for Mill Plain. Don’t forget the shoes and snacks. Scrip gift cards are a
great way to donate and give to the church also. All donations are greatly
appreciated. For volunteer opportunities, please sign up for the fresh food
hauling and unloading the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month. Please put
donations in the Mill Plain box or contact Conni Pfeifer.
MILL PLAIN ELEMENTARY DONATION WISH LIST
 Snacks
 Boys’/girls’ shoes, all sizes
 Pantry and food items
 Boys’/girls’ gently used clothing, all sizes
 Coats
 Hats/gloves
 Girls’/boys’ new underwear
 Boys’/girls’ new socks
 Books/games
 Diapers/wipes
 Shampoo/conditioner, body wash, razors, deodorant, toothbrush/paste,
 feminine hygiene etc.
 Toilet paper, paper towels, laundry soap
 Backpacks, supplies
 Sponsorship for events
 Volunteer time for resource center events
Please place donations in the “Mill Plain” box in Evergreen Hall (Narthex).
Thank you! For any questions, see Conni Pfeifer.

EWPC HOLIDAY FUNDRAISER – GIFT GIVING MADE EASY!
Tasty, locally produced gifts are in the lineup for this year’s Holiday Fundraiser.
Perfect for the hostess and Christmas gifts for that favorite chef, college student,
grandma….just name it. All proceeds support EWPC and our missions.
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FAMILY MINISTRIES
Children
Practices are happening for this year’s “Lessons & Carols” (during Worship
on December 17) and will be held during Sunday Connecting Time. All
ages, from Nursery to Youth, are invited to participate. Questions? Chat
with CarrieAnn, Family Ministries Director.

Youth Group
Walk and Knock on Saturday, December 2. Youth will participate in
the annual walk through the neighborhood to collect donations for the Clark
County Food Bank. Meet at Pacific MiddleSchool (1/2 mile east of East
Woods), at 8:30 AM to organize, then go out into the neighborhood to pick
up bags of food donations.
Neighborhood Caroling on December 13. Youth will join in this East
Woods event — wear warm clothing and bring a strong voice. Meet at the
church at 6:30 PM.
Christmas Party will be on Wednesday, December 20, 6:30-8:30 PM.
Along with food, fun and games,
we will be exchanging homemade Christmas cards. We will
draw names between now and
the party date. Extra cards will
be gifted to visitors, so feel free
to bring a friend.
Card-making and crafting advice
available upon request!

YOU KNOW WHAT’S JUST AROUND THE CORNER!
But do you have your Scrip Gift card order to make all
those holiday purchases? East Woods Scrip Gift Cards
from hundreds of vendors have you covered. Earn
money for East Woods while you shop!
Pick up an order form in Evergreen Hall (narthex).
Order – by December 3! Pick up - December 10
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LAND SALE VOTE RECAP AND NEXT STEPS
The Vote: As planned, on November 19, 2017 the East Woods
congregational membership conducted a vote to decide the issue of selling
up to two acres of unimproved land (east yard). Members were required to
attend an informational meeting regarding the future direction of East
Woods and gain an understanding of how the proposed land sale would
impact the current financial situation. Votes were accepted beginning
November 5 until 1:00PM on November 19. Votes could be cast in person,
via mail or email.
The Count: The vote count was conducted on Sunday afternoon shortly
after 100PM. A team of 4 made up of 2 Session members assisted by 2
Finance Commission members formed the Count Team. Ballots were
compared to the EWPC membership rolls and to the informational meeting
attendance role’s to insure ballots were properly submitted. Votes were
tallied by “Yes” or “No” as indicated on the member ballot.
The Vote Result: A total of 70 ballots were submitted from a total church
membership of 147. The 70 ballots represent 48% of the eligible members.
Of the 70 ballots, three were disqualified due to illegibility or the member
could not be identified as having attended an information meeting.
Total Ballots
Ballots Disqualified
Net Ballots Counted
Yes Ballots
No Ballots
Percentage Yes

70
3
67
57
10
85%

The final vote results indicate a broad support for moving ahead with selling
up to 2 acres of the undeveloped property.
Next Steps: Session has turned the responsibility for engaging a
commercial realtor to assist with marketing and receiving any offers for the
property over to the Finance Commission.
The Finance Commission will be forming an “ad hoc” committee to develop
a “Request for Proposal (RFP)” for interviewing and proposing a
Commercial Realtor to Session. This process is intended to be completed by
the end of January, 2018.
Based on discussions with the selected realtor, a marketing plan will be
developed and the property, under the specific constraints established by
Session (the price floor and acre limitation), will be marketed. Offers
meeting the bid requirements will be reviewed by the Finance Commission
and forwarded to Session with their recommendation.
Timing for completing the sale is not known at this time.
Tom Koecher
Finance Elder
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Financial Update – Ten Months Ended October 31, 2017
As we approach our financial year end, it is important we all have an understanding
of the status of our congregational finances. 2017, like 2016, has been a financial
challenge to be sure. So let’s get to the relevant numbers:

EAST WOODS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FINANCIAL SUMMARY - OCTOBER 31, 2017 and 2016
Weekly Offering
Other Revenue
Total Revenue
Operating Expense
Mission Expense
Mortgage Expense
Total Expense
Net Deficit

2017
$145,977
$28,838

2016
$161,543
$13,720

Net Change
($15,566)
$15,118

$174,815
$123,963
$1,388
$52,568
$177,919
($3,104)

$175,263
$127,414
$2,784
$52,568
$182,766
($7,503)

($448)
($3,451)
($1,396)
$0
($4,847)
$4,399

Revenue: As seen above, Total Revenue as of October 31, 2017 is very close to the
Total Revenue at October 31, 2016. However the source of those revenues has
dramatically changed. Our Weekly Offering is over $15,000 less than 2016. In fact,
since 2014 we have experienced a steady decline in congregational giving dropping
nearly $37,000 in just 3 years.
On a positive note, we have been fortunate to have experienced a significant increase
in Other Revenue which substantially covers the Weekly Offering shortfall for this
year. Other Revenue includes the building rent we receive from the other
congregations that utilize our space, the rummage sale revenue, SCRIP and other
fundraisers. As much a blessing the increase in Other Revenue is, reliance on these
revenues is risky. Should one of the two congregations leave, we will see a
significant drop in these revenues and the likelihood of replacing these income
streams in short order is unlikely.
Expense: Our expenses primarily consist of personnel and administration related
cost, building maintenance and our mortgage liability. These three expense
categories account for 98% of our annual spending. Our Mission budget is
approximately 1.5% leaving very little for any other functions. Our spending
through October, 2017 is down a bit from 2016 primarily due to delays in hiring our
Family Ministries Director.
Outlook: The Finance Commission’s current outlook for the balance of 2017 is we
will end the year very close to a breakeven situation (total revenues equal total
expenses). However our outlook for 2018 is constrained due to uncertainty
regarding the Weekly Offering. This is why we ask you to submit an annual Pledge
Card as part of our Stewardship Campaign. Less than 50% of the EWPC annual
budget is met through Stewardship pledges meaning we rely heavily on God’s grace
and generosity to fill the remainder of our financial requirements. Please submit
your 2018 Stewardship Pledge, whatever the amount, to assist your Session with
leading the financial responsibilities of East Woods.
Tom Koecher
Finance Elder
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East Woods Activities - Save the Date
December 3
Advent begins
December 3
Adult Ed during Connecting Time
December 6
Made to Crave class, 6 PM
December 6
Youth Group, 6:30-8 PM
December 7
Women’s Bible Study, 10 AM
December 9
Volunteer Appreciation Lunch, 11:00 AM
December 10
Touch of Class Concert, at EW, 2 PM
December 13
Neighborhood Caroling, meet at 6:30 PM
December 14
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 PM
December 20
Made to Crave class, 6 PM
December 20
Youth Group Christmas Party, 6:30-8 PM
December 24
Worship Services at 10 AM, 5 & 8 PM
December 25
Merry Christmas!
Dec. 25-29
EWPC Office Closed
December 27
Youth Group, 6:30-8 PM
For more information on these events, please visit our
“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings
MADE TO CRAVE : Do you want to get healthy but find yourself stuck in a
cycle of excuses? Join us as we complete a 7-week study helping us to turn our
cravings toward God instead of food. Please join us for the Made to Crave
group, meeting here Wednesday evenings at 6 PM. Remaining classes are
scheduled for: Dec. 6 and Dec. 20.
Questions? Ask Peggy Konzek or Gwen Wagner.
THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB
meets the second and fourth Sundays during Connection Time, at 9 AM.
December/ January The Year of Living Biblically by A J Jacobs
Dec 10: Introduction through the month of December
Dec 24: Christmas Eve morning, no meeting
Jan 14: the months of January-April
Jan 28: the months of May-August
All are welcome to attend!
Contact: Carol Domench at kazooie@pacifier.com .
January Newsletter Deadline—Tuesday, December 19
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM
Church Phone: 944-5841
16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
Rev. Bill Sperry
Susie Freeman
CarrieAnn Baker
Bake Baker
Cathy Roeper

pastor@eastwoodspres.org
Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org
Family Ministries Director, carrieann@eastwoodspres.org
Student Ministries Teacher, bake@eastwoodspres.org
Nursery Coordinator, cathyroeper@gmail.com

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org
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16210 NE 20th Street
Vancouver, WA 98684

Page 8

