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Dear East Woods Family and Friends, 
 

There is a story in Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales that is believed to be the 

origin of April Fool’s Day.  The story is called “The Nun’s Priest’s Tale,” and 

most interpretations have the story taking place on the first day of April.  In the 

story, a vain rooster named Chauntecleer is tricked by a sly fox named Russel 

and nearly becomes the fox’s meal.  To trick Chauntecleer, Russel appeals to the 

rooster’s vanity, telling him he has the singing voice of an angel and asking him 

to stay in the garden and sing.  Flattered, Chauntecleer sticks out his neck and 

closes his eyes to sing, giving the fox a perfect chance to snatch the rooster’s 

neck in his teeth and carry him into the woods for a mid-morning meal. 
 

Chauntecleer would have done better if he practiced the wise counsel of the 

Apostle Peter in the New Testament.  “God opposes the proud, but gives grace 

to the humble.  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so 

that He may exalt you in due time.  Discipline yourselves; keep alert.  Like a 

roaring lion, your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 

devour.  Resist him, steadfast in your faith…”  1 Peter 5:5-6, 8-9  
 

Several people have commented to me that it seems strange to have Easter on 

April Fool’s Day this year.  No doubt, skeptics in our culture will have a field 

day this year and seize the chance to connect those who believe in our 

resurrected Lord with the foolishness of the day.  
 

Let the skeptics mock.  Their mockery is confirmation of what Scripture has 

been telling us since the 1st Century.  “For the message about the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God.”  1 Corinthians 1:18.  
 

Like Chauntecleer, each of us has been out-foxed in a moment of 

weakness.  The sins of pride and vanity, among myriad others, can blind us to 

the presence of the one prowling nearby waiting to devour us.  But, thanks be to 

God, grace gave us a humble Savior who did for us what we could never have 

done for ourselves.  His death and life mean forgiveness and hope for us.  God’s 

foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 

human strength.  On Good Friday, the devil believed he had out-foxed the 

Lord.  But, on Easter Sunday, the fox became the fool, and the Lord had the last 

laugh.  
 

So, this April Fool’s Day, let’s rejoice in being fools in the foolishness that 

offers salvation for the world.  And, let's give God the praise He is due.   

For His glory ~ Bill 
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FAMILY PROMISE COMES TO CLARK COUNTY 
 

From an article by Nancy Gaston, Northeast Region Reporter 
 

The following article appeared in a recent newsletter of  

the Presbytery of the Cascades.  Nancy Gaston is a member of  

First Presbyterian Church here in Vancouver. 
 

East Woods, Vancouver, has become a partner congregation with Family 

Promise, an organization providing support and services for homeless families.  

A local affiliate, Family Promise of Clark County recently received its non-

profit status and is seeking congregational partners. 
 

The national organization was formed to consolidate community resources to 

support homeless children and families, and they do so with a high success 

rate.  They provide immediate shelter, help get the children to school, and offer 

support and mentoring.  Over 74% of the families involved find housing within 

a couple of months. 
 

The first three partner churches in Clark County are Lutheran, Presbyterian and 

United Methodist, underscoring the ecumenical nature of the effort.  Ideally, 

thirteen partner congregations will each house families overnight four weeks 

during the year.  Other sponsor churches will provide meals and other services. 

Eventually, a day center will be established for families to be mentored and to 

access resources. 
 

With just over 2,200 school children in the county without a fixed address, the 

need is evident.  Family Promise seeks to involve scores of volunteers to add to 

the total of over 180,000 persons involved nationally.  Antoinette Emch, a 

member of  First, Vancouver, was involved with Family Promise in Florida 

prior to her move here, and she is supporting the local effort.  “I have seen the 

difference it makes in children’s lives,” she says, “and I want to see it happen 

here.” 

 

Family Promise Community Information Breakfast 
 

Come join us for breakfast and find out about this new program that is 

developing in our community to help homeless children and their families 

attain stable permanent housing. 
 

When:  Saturday, April 21, 2018, 8:30-10:00 am 
 

Where:  East Woods Presbyterian Church 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

Please let us know you are coming by sending an email to: 

info@familypromiseofclarkco.org  
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FAMILY MINISTRIES 
 

CHILDREN 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL:   

Children worship too and need volunteers to sign up 

and spend time with them on Sunday morning during 

Worship.  Come and have fun worshipping with the 

young! 
 

FAMILY VBS 

Parables in the Park 
June 26-28, 2018   5:30-7:30 pm 

 

Everyone  come join us on Sunday, April 22nd, following 10 AM Worship to 

find out how you can be part of Family VBS!  We are not having the 

traditional VBS this year, but we have some great opportunities for helping. 

For more details, see CarrieAnn Baker or Cathy Roeper. 

 
 

YOUTH 

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR YOUTH GROUP NEEDED: The Youth Commission 

recognizes how great it would be to have a variety of helpers providing a really 

valuable ministry to the youth – the Ministry of Presence.  We need volunteers 

to support weekly Wednesday Youth Group meetings 6:30-8 PM.  Please sign 

up with your willingness and interest in the hall and/or chat with CarrieAnn 

(Family Ministries Director). 
 

30 HOUR FAMINE LOCK-IN FOR YOUTH: Friday & Saturday April 6-7th we 

will join Cascades Presbyterian youth to learn and experience a little bit of 

hunger as we raise awareness and compassion for those in need with an 

overnight lock-in. Fasting begins Friday, 7 AM until Saturday, 1 PM.  Lock-In 

starts Friday, 5 PM until Saturday, 1:30 PM.  The event will take place at East 

Woods. Please connect with Jeff Kennedy to get more details, sign up or 

volunteer (provide adult support, closing meal prep, worship team, etc.) 
 

NIGHT STRIKE SERVICE PROJECT FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH: Thursday, 

April 19 we have 14 volunteer slots to serve the homeless under the Burnside 

Bridge in Portland.  High Schoolers may attend 

without a parent, Middle Schoolers need to attend with 

an adult.  Volunteers at Night Strike will help provide 

the following services to our homeless guests: serve 

food, distribute clothing, wash feet, cut hair, paint 

fingernails, engage in conversation and much, much 

more! Be a friend to these marginalized people and 

help them feel known, loved, and that they 

matter!  Leaving East Woods at 6 PM (carpool, etc.) 

and returning around 10 PM.   
 

Please sign up with Jeff Kennedy as soon as possible  

to ensure your spot and task. 
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ADULT EDUCATION: 
 

SENIOR SEASON SEMINAR  Please join us on April 3rd, for lunch and for the 

first meeting of the Senior Season Seminar.  This class will meet in the Maple 

Room once a month on Tuesday at noon.  Lunch will be served.  In the first 

meeting we will discuss topics that would be of interest to the seniors.  This is 

your opportunity to ask for specific topics that impact those of us who are of a 

certain age.  For more information, please contact Cynthia Younger:  

Cynthia_younger@outlook.com or (360) 837-2381. 
 

TAMING THE TECH TYRANT.  Parents, we will present a series of three 

classes discussing setting healthy boundaries for your family on the use of 

technology.  The class will be based on The Tech-Wise Family, by Andy 

Crouch.  First class 11th .  Three Wednesdays, in the Maple Room, from 6:30 - 

8:00 PM.  Come, and bring your teens for youth group.   

For more information, please contact  

Cynthia Younger:  Cynthia_younger@outlook.com or (360) 837-2381. 
 

THRIVING IN BABYLON  Are you looking for a Bible Study?  Thriving in 

Babylon is a 5 week study of the Book of Daniel. These are confusing times 

for many Christians. Traditional biblical values are not only rejected; it seems 

as if they're attacked on every front. It's all happened at warp speed, leaving 

many of us spiritually and culturally disoriented or even fearful, frustrated, and 

angry. How can we spiritually survive in an increasingly spiritually hostile 

environment? And is there any hope for the next generation?  Each session also 

includes real-life stories of people struggling to thrive in an ever-increasing 

godless society. Though Daniel lived thousands of years ago, he has much to 

teach us today. Final class on April 15. 9:00 AM in the Maple Room, led by 

Cynthia Younger. 

 

Escape For A Day 
 

Women's One Day Retreat 
 

Saturday, May 5 
 

 
 

 

9:00 AM -3:00 PM 
 

$15.00 
 

Lacamas Retreat and Conference Center 

2025 NE Goodwin Rd., Camas 
 

Just 3 miles from East Woods— 

Carpooling and rides are available. 
 
 

 Please sign up at the Opportunity Table! 

mailto:Cynthia_younger@outlook.com
mailto:Cynthia_younger@outlook.com
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Mill Plain elementary has an ongoing need for shoes and snacks. The shoes 

can be gently used or new and the snacks can be bulk or individual.  Other 

items the families are in need of include diapers and wipes, toothpaste, 

deodorant, body wash, feminine hygiene.  The complete list is on the table 

above the Mill Plain bin. All donations are greatly appreciated. Please put in 

the Mill Plain box.  
 

March 3rd from 10:30-12pm Mill Plain is gathering to prepare their community 

garden for planting.  They could use some help.  If gardening is your thing, 

please consider helping. 

For more information contact Conni Pfeifer 360-281-5368. 

MISSION 

DO YOU SHOP ONLINE?  Amazon, Target, 

and Macy’s are just several of the hundreds of 

merchant gift cards available.  Use gift cards 

online or in the store.  IMAGINE what we 

could do together earning money for East 

Woods using gift cards.  More information is 

on the back of the scrip gift card order form. 
 

Order by April 1 -  Pick up on April 8 

MINUTE FOR MISSION FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 
 

We will be partnering with Open House Ministries.  All members of the 

congregation are welcome to participate.  We will be doing a “CARING FOR 

THE WOMEN” drive by collecting items such as lotions, nail polish, shower 

gels, shampoos, facial creams, etc.  Please drop off the items in the box in 

Evergreen Hall (Narthex).  Thank you! 
 

Open House Ministries is a faith-based community organization helping 

families by providing shelter and intervention through Christ-centered, life 

changing programs.  It began in 1985 with a small group of individuals who 

met for Bible studies at Esther Short Park here in Vancouver, WA.  Today 

there are 30 junior studio apartments with full bathrooms and kitchenette. They 

provide shelter and services for up to 107 individuals every night—over half of 

which are children under the age of 17. 
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Who should attend:  The immersion is ideal for community advocates, faith 

and business community leaders and members, elected officials, policy 

makers, social service providers and educators.  

Open to high-school aged and up. 

 

 

Poverty is a reality for many individuals and families in our community. 

But unless you've personally experienced poverty, it can be difficult to truly 

understand its impact on daily life and to know how to make a positive 

difference. 
 

A facilitated Poverty Immersion Event provides the opportunity for attendees 

to participate as a member of a household living on minimal income. They 

interact with volunteers playing community roles such as banker, health care 

worker, and educator becoming familiar with the stress when challenges are 

great and resources are small. The exercise is followed by a debrief where all 

can discuss and consider a personal, professional, or organizational action 

step.  

For more information and to register for this event: 

 http://www.councilforthehomeless.org/poverty-immersion/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       NEW MEMBERS CLASS AND LUNCH 
 Sunday, April 15  -  11:30 AM -  3:30 PM         

Redwood Room 

Please RSVP to Pastor Bill at                   

bill@eastwoodspres.org 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vhRkkLc4wfPn5z-tE017XAhKUTyEZINfKJOp-YzdqBhqDQ6fpGp92V56gQQ_sKPiF8tCF42whFFHiDV5sJXxbMWmWHcqo-5V0dE_jBN9pdzzYVbYTKqrTfsRaTMwmPn9TjZ2pibRiQ2sKMNN-axT7zadFa927k5nqt7TE-Nd-s_3hUZEcT1c1fJpKKW_SpRqz62gAFuz7-Cz7pK6fzubEw==&c=gB8txUW_y
mailto:bill@eastwoodspres.org
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Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM 
 

Church Phone:  944-5841 
 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

Rev. Bill Sperry         pastor@eastwoodspres.org  

Susie Freeman           Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org 

CarrieAnn Baker      Family Ministries Director, carrieann@eastwoodspres.org   

Bake Baker                Student Ministries Teacher, bake@eastwoodspres.org  

Cathy Roeper             Nursery Coordinator, cathyroeper@gmail.com    
 

  

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org 

 

May Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, April 17 

            East Woods Activities - Save the Date 
 

March 31          5th Annual East Woods Easter Egg Hunt, 11 AM 

    April 1              Easter Sunday, Services at 6:30 AM & 10:00 AM 

April 3              Senior Season Seminar, 12-1PM, Maple Room 

April 6-7           Youth Group 30 Hour Famine Lock-In 

April 11            Taming the Tech Tyrant, 6:30-8 PM, Maple Room   

April 15            Thriving in Babylon class, 9 AM, Maple Room 

April 15            New Members Class, 11:30 AM –3:30 PM, Redwood Rm. 
    April 19            Night Strike Service Project, Portland 

    April 26-29       Men’s Walk to Emmaus 

    May 1               Senior Season Seminar, 12-1 PM, Maple Room 

    May 2               Taming the Tech Tyrant, 6:30-8 PM, Maple Room   

    May 5               Women’s 1-Day Retreat, 9 AM – 3 PM, Camas 

    May 17-20        Women’s Walk to Emmaus 

    June 5               Senior Season Seminar, 12-1PM, Maple Room 

    June 6               Taming the Tech Tyrant, 6:30-8 PM, Maple Room   
 

For more information on these events, please visit our 

“Happenings” web page at www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings . 

mailto:pastor@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:secretary@eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org/happenings


Page 8 

1
6
2
1
0
 N

E
 2

0
th

 S
treet 

V
a
n

co
u

v
er, W

A
 9

8
6
8
4

 


