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“Moses: Messianic Middleman”   May 2, 2021 

Hebrews 11:23-28; Exodus 32:9-14  Series: Biblical Game Changers 
 
23 By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his 
birth, because they saw that the child was beautiful; and they were not 
afraid of the king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused 
to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to share ill-
treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 
sin. 26 He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth 
than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the reward. 27 By 
faith he left Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; for he persevered as though 
he saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the 
sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch 
the firstborn of Israel. 
 

 
[VIDEO] God’s Story: Wilderness (4:05) 
 
Historians believe that somewhere between 600,000 and 4 Million 
Israelites made up the community that followed Moses across the Red Sea 
from Egypt into the wilderness for the 40-year journey.  That’s a lot of 
manna in the morning, quail in the evening, and water from the rocks over 
a 40-year period of time.  And yet, as the video said, God always gave them 
just enough, just in time, and often in ways they could have never expected.  
If God can keep a huge, grumbling, struggling, divided group like that 
together in the wilderness, don’t you think we can trust God to keep a group 
like us – or a group like the Body of Christ – together in times like these?   
 
We may not be wandering through an actual Sinai Wilderness at this 
point in our journey, but I certainly think Christians are navigating our way 
through some difficult and unfamiliar territory these days. We hear the 
grumbling.  We see the divisions.  And, we wonder who or what might be 
strong enough to bridge the gap and hold us together and keep us moving 
toward the land God has promised to His people.   
 
Just this past week, Journalist Timothy Dalrymple wrote an article for 
Christianity Today.  The title of the article is “The Splintering of the 
Evangelical Soul.”  And, in it, he wrote this about the cultural and political 
divide he sees growing within the Body of Christ. 
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“One group within American evangelicalism believes our religious 
liberties have never been more firmly established; another that they have 
never been at greater risk.  One group believes racism is still systemic in 
American society; another that the “systemic racism” push is a progressive 
program to redistribute wealth and power to angry radicals. One is more 
concerned with the insurrection at the Capitol; another with the riots that 
followed the killing of George Floyd. One believes the Trump presidency 
was generationally damaging to Christian witness; another that it was 
enormously beneficial. One believes the former president attempted a coup; 
another that the Democrats stole the election. One believes masks and 
vaccines are marks of Christian love; another that the rejection of the same 
is a mark of Christian courage.  
 
There are countless groups in between, of course, but these examples 
illustrate the tension: Fellow believers who once stood shoulder to shoulder 
now find that tectonic shifts have thrust them apart, their continents are 
separating, and they cannot find a bridge back to common ground. How 
could our views of reality diverge so dramatically—and is there anything we 
can do to draw together again?”  Do you feel that tension?  I think he makes 
some good points, and I think his heart and his question are in the right 
place.  How do we bridge that ever-growing gap?  
 
Part of the message of the Bible is that we have a God who created us for 
community.  God sacrificed to build heavenly bridges in the midst of our 
sinful divisions, and our Lord has called His church to partner with Him in 
healing and reconciling broken relationships.  Apart from Jesus, I think 
Moses gives us what may be the best example of leadership in times of 
tension and division.    For that reason, he’s our Biblical Game 
Changer for this morning’s message. 
 
Moses’ story is found in the Book of Exodus, the second book in our 
Hebrew Scriptures.  Where last week’s story about Joseph ended in Egypt, 
Moses’ story begins in Egypt about 400 years later.  By then, Joseph’s 
legacy had been forgotten by Egyptian leadership; and rather than honoring 
the Israelites living among them, the Pharaoh saw them as a threat and 
wanted them to disappear.  It was during that time of terrible genocide and 
oppression that Moses was born and raised.  And, even though his unusual 
circumstances allowed him the privilege of growing up as an adopted son in 
Pharaoh’s household, Moses’ compassion and calling led him eventually to 
oppose Pharaoh’s injustices and speak for the freedom of his people.   
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And, that’s the first thing I see in Moses as a Game Changer.  
 
Game Changers stand between the oppressed and their 
oppressors.  
 
We see in Chapter 5 of Exodus that, after God finally convinced Moses and 
Aaron to confront Pharaoh: Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, 
‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, so that they may 
celebrate a festival to me in the wilderness.’”  But Pharaoh said, “Who is the 
Lord that I should heed him and let Israel go?  I do not know the Lord, and 
I will not let Israel go.”   
 
Isn’t that a telling conversation?  When people don’t know the Lord – if 
God’s authority isn’t their starting point – they’re much more likely to serve 
themselves and see others as a means to their desired outcome.  Pharaoh 
didn’t feel accountable to God.  He hadn’t been transformed by God.  So, he 
was perfectly comfortable pushing others down so that he could be lifted 
up.  But, people who have encountered the Lord, who have heard God 
speak to them like Moses had – people who know the Lord – we should be 
the ones moved with Holy Spirit compassion to stand up for those who are 
downtrodden.  We are the ones who ought to be willing to lower our 
standing for the sake of lifting others up.  We are not people who make up 
our own agendas, and we’re not people who speak with our own authority.  
We are instead people who speak God’s word by God’s authority so that 
people can experience the freedom Christ came to give the world.   
 

To stand against oppression is to stand with Jesus.  Since sin has been the 
root of all oppression in the world, Jesus has been the greatest liberator in 
the world.  Jesus himself came to where sin was most oppressive – in our 
world and in our hearts – and he opposed it with his words, with his life 
and with his death.  The power that held us captive was broken by the 
greater power of our Messiah’s crucifixion and resurrection.  We are no 
longer slaves to oppressive power of sin.  So, whatever that thing is that’s 
been holding you – that habit, that struggle, that heavy weight on your soul 
– you can say to it, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel – Let me go so 
that I may celebrate the Lord and all that God has done.”  And, by God’s 
authority, it must yield and make way for God’s freedom in your life.   
 
Who is it in your life, who is it in our world, who needs you to stand in the 
gap – by God’s authority – between what oppresses them and the freedom 
God is offering them?   
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Maybe someone who doesn’t know the Lord needs you to be the 
authoritative example of God’s presence and truth and freedom in their 
lives, so that – like Pharaoh – they can see God’s liberating power at work. 
 
Maybe we need to truly consider whether our well-being depends on 
someone else’s hardship.  If you found yourself aligned with one of the 
opposing sides in Timothy Dalrymple’s list, what’s the cost of protecting 
what benefits you?  Are others being oppressed or suffering injustice so that 
we can live a good life?  If so, we may need to move toward the middle with 
compassion and humility.  On the other hand, are others benefiting from 
some form of oppression in your life?  If so, we may need to boldly stand 
with God’s authority and speak loving and prophetic truth to the powers 
that be – on your behalf or on behalf of others experiencing similar 
struggles.  That’s what Moses did.  That’s what Jesus did.  That’s what 
Game Changers do in alignment with the heart of God for the oppressed 
and downtrodden in our world.  Game Changers stand between the 
oppressed and their oppressors.   
 
The next thing I see in the example of Moses is that Game Changers 
stand between God and His people.  
 
As we saw with Abraham a few Sundays back, there are times in Scripture 
where chosen people play the priestly role of speaking to God on behalf of 
God’s people.  In Exodus 32, we see Moses the Game Changer doing the 
same thing.  While God had been giving Moses the covenant 
commandments on Mt. Sinai, the Israelites got impatient and restless and 
formed that infamous golden calf.  Now remember, the calf was meant to be 
an idol that replaced God in the wordship life of God’s people, and it was 
formed using gold that the Israelites had taken as souvenirs from their time 
of slavery in Egypt.  Understandably, God was so frustrated with the 
Israelites that He was considering wiping them out like He had wiped out 
the wicked people in Noah’s time.  But Moses intervened.   
 
Starting at verse 9, we read: The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, so that my wrath 
may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 
make a great nation.”   
11 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your 
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?  
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12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he 
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from 
the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and 
do not bring disaster on your people.     13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying 
to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all 
this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they 
shall inherit it forever.’”  14 And the Lord changed his mind about the 
disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
This was the first of five different times in the story of the Exodus when 
Moses had to stand between God and the Israelites to intervene.  And, I 
don’t know about you, but I continue to think that last verse is mind-
blowing in its implications.  Our prayers in conversation with God have the 
power and potential to change the mind of the Creator of the Universe.  
That’s how valuable and important you are in the mind and heart of God.  
Whenever you begin to feel like your prayers aren’t heard or aren’t 
considered in heaven, remember that the prayer of one person in history 
prevented an entire nation of people from becoming history.  Amen?  
 
But, don’t forget that it’s what Moses did with his prayer that helped make 
him a Game Changer.  What Moses did was to remind God of His divine 
promises and appeal to God’s divine nature.  Moses’ words proved that 
Moses knew the Lord, that God desires to save and not to destroy.  And, 
Moses words proved that he desired to see God’s name glorified rather than 
slandered among the Egyptians. 
 
What does this mean for us as sisters and brothers in the splintered, 
divided evangelical family of God?  I think it means we need to pray like 
mad for God to keep His house and His family together.   
 
Jesus told us that a house divided against itself cannot stand, and so we 
find ourselves at a critical place in the church’s journey.  It’s not the first 
time that different issues have divided God’s people, but it’s a critical time, 
nonetheless.  The Bible is clear that God loves the church.  We are the 
present and eternal bride of Christ, and God has made promises to us that 
we will walk with Him in resurrection life.   
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So, we don’t have to guess at the desires of God’s heart.  Thanks to Christ, 
we can approach the throne of grace with confidence in our prayers, and we 
can intercede in agreement with God’s heart for God to give healing mercy 
and unifying strength to His church.   
 
This coming Tuesday, the East Woods evening prayer group will be meeting 
again.  And, I think it would be great if our congregation could join together 
during that time to pray for healing in the divisions among God’s people.  
As Moses’ example shows us, that’s what Game Changers do. 
 
Lastly for this morning, Moses’ example reminds us that Game Changers 
stand between the people and their Deliverer.   
 
Video from Crossroads Kids asked, “Kids, have you ever complained about 
something instead of trusting God for help?”  The Pastor from East Woods 
wants to know, too.  Grown-ups, have you ever complained about 
something instead of trusting God for help?  NOOOOoooo.  We’d never do 
that.  Right?  Like Trix, that’s just for kids.   
 
And yet, what we see in the Hebrew books of Exodus and Numbers is that 
even grown-ups are still just kids when it comes to our relationship with 
our Heavenly parent.  Throughout history, when things haven’t gone our 
way, we stop trusting and start complaining pretty fast.   
 
Numbers and Exodus record 14 different times during the Exodus when the 
Israelites didn’t like how things were going and quickly turned against 
Moses with complaints against him and complaints about the Lord.   
 
The video about God’s story reminded us of one classic example in the 
wilderness.  In Exodus 16, as the people entered the wilderness of Sin – 
exactly 2.5 months after God and Moses had led the people out of slavery -  
“2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and 
Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died 
by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots 
and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to 
kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
 
Those are the words of people who hadn’t counted the costs of following 
their Deliverer into the freedom he was offering.  And so, as soon as they 
were enjoying the freedom of their new life but not the comforts or 
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indulgences of their former life, they turned against their leaders and 
against one another.  That’s what the wilderness of sin will do in our lives.  
It can erode our trust in God and motivate us to blame other people for 
imposing on us the costs of following Christ.   
 
But, as the Apostle Paul reminded us in Ephesians 6, 12 Our struggle is 
not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
 
And, as Moses reminded us in his response to the Israelites’ complaining, 
we’re not supposed to look in earthly places to find the power to fight the 
cosmic powers and spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  We look 
to heavenly places and heavenly sources for that power, because God is able 
to do things way beyond what we can ask or imagine.  The Lord is our 
Deliverer.  He had been the Deliverer of Israel.  And the Lord alone had the 
power to continue delivering them from the wilderness of Sin. 
 
As the story of Exodus goes, when the Lord heard the complaints and saw 
the people turning against Moses, God gave Moses His plan to provide for 
the people.  And so, we read at verse 6: 6 Moses and Aaron said to all the 
Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of 
the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For 
what are we, that you complain against us?” 
 
And after telling the people about God’s plan to provide manna in the 
morning and quail in the evening, we read at verse 9: 9 Then Moses said 
to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the 
whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, 
and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 
 
Moses changed the game for the people of God by standing between the 
people and their Deliverer.  When the people had lost their focus and 
turned against one another, Moses reminded them of all God had done to 
deliver them.  He encouraged them with God’s promises.  He beckoned 
them to draw near to the Lord.  And, as he and Aaron spoke, they drew 
people’s attention back to the glory of the Lord.  That’s what Game 
Changers do.    
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2 Corinthians 5 tells us that “we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 
making His appeal through us.”   
 
In a time when even people within the church are struggling to trust God – 
and as people turn against each other to assign blame for the issues in our 
world – God can use you to change the game.  You can stand in the gap 
between people and their Deliver.  God can use you to remind others of all 
God had done to deliver them.  God can make His appeal through you as 
you encourage others with God’s promises.  God can work through your 
example to beckon others to draw near to the Lord.  And, you can change 
the game by helping people refocus their attention back to the glory of the 
Lord.  That’s what Game Changers do.   
 
Today, we come to the table that reminds us of what the ultimate, eternal 
Game Changer did to bridge the eternal gap between God and us.   
 
 


