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“Joseph: Faithful Figurehead”          April 25, 2021 

Ephesians 4:25-32; Genesis 50:15-21       Series: Biblical Game Changers 
 
Ephesians 4:25-32 
25 So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our 
neighbors, for we are members of one another. 26 Be angry but do not sin; 
do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not make room for the 
devil. 28 Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work 
honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the 
needy. 29 Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful 
for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those 
who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were 
marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31 Put away from you all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with 
all malice, 32 and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
 

 
[Video] “Grudge”  (4:20) 
 
Have you ever known someone who has accumulated a garage full of 
bitter resentments?  I’m not talking about those of us who simply have 
messy and cluttered garages.  I’m thinking instead of folks like the guy in 
the video – people who seem to have a room full of stories of the sins of 
other people that made the life of the storyteller totally miserable.  Now, 
sometimes those stories are totally valid.  Or, sometimes, those stories are 
just a version of the real story that someone has chosen to keep so they 
could bring it back out when the resentment serves a purpose again.  Either 
way, it’s clear that people who choose to hold on to those experiences assign 
to them a special significance, as if they were critical evidence in the court 
case justifying why life for that person has turned out the way it has. 
 
Have you known anyone like that?  Did you know that we weren’t meant to 
live like that?  There’s no garage of the human heart that God designed to 
serve as storage space for our bitterness.  In fact, the Bible tells us that 
“it is for freedom that Christ has set us free.”  Jesus came to give us life to 
the full, and our resentments really only take up space in our hearts and 
minds that keeps us from being able to experience life in its fullness.  So 
this morning, I want to talk about what God has done and what we can do 
to live into that fullness Christ came to offer.   
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Our case study for this third week of our sermon series on Biblical Game 
Changers is Joseph.  This is the Joseph of Genesis – Jacob’s son, Joseph, 
rather than Jesus’ earthly dad, Joseph.  Though the latter Joseph certainly 
could be honored as a Game Changer, too.  But, for this morning, it’s back 
to Genesis 45 and the first biblical example of a shepherd boy who became 
royalty. 
 
So, if you have your Bible, I invite you to open it with me to Genesis 45, 
where I’ll read in the New Revised Standard Version starting at verse 1.  
What we’re about to read is, I think, THE game-changing moment in the 
story of Joseph’s life.  As a young man, Joseph was sold into slavery by his 
11 jealous brothers, who then deceived their father Jacob into believing his 
favored son was dead.  After years of faithful work and service in Egypt, and 
with a little help from God’s providence, Joseph became Pharaoh’s right 
hand man, the 2nd most powerful person in Egyptian leadership.  So, when 
Joseph’s brothers showed up in Egypt to beg for relief from the famine in 
their homeland, Joseph found himself in the very position of authority he 
had dreamed about and predicted to them when he was 17 years old.  As his 
brothers stood before him, he had the power to enact total revenge or 
extend tremendous mercy toward them, to end their lives or enrich them.  
And, though the brothers did not yet realize that the powerful man standing 
before them was the brother they had forsaken in jealousy and sinful greed, 
they were about to discover both Joseph’s true identity and his capacity to 
love and forgive.  Their games were about to be changed for the good.  So, 
let’s pick up the story at verse 1.  Hear now the word of the Lord:  
 
1 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by 
him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed 
with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept 
so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard 
it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But 
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
 
Have you ever had something come back to haunt you?   Maybe you’ve 
worked hard to keep something shameful a secret but suddenly found that 
those skeletons you were hiding got impatient with the closet.  That’s the 
experience Joseph’s brothers had when they found themselves face to face 
with him after their crime against him.   
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The Hebrew word describing that moment for them there in verse 3 is 
the word ‘nib-ha-lu’.  It’s translated here as ‘dismayed’ but can also mean 
‘troubled, vexed, terrified, or amazed.’  We’ve all been ‘nib-ha-lu’ at some 
point, I imagine.  
 
Do you remember how you felt when the second plane hit the twin towers 
on 9/11?  Nib-ha-lu.  For many of us, there have been those nib-ha-lu 
moments over the past year or so – caused by pandemic or politics or 
protests.  Those can be some of the more negative examples of nib-ha-lu.   
 
Maybe the most positive example of nib-ha-lu I’ve read recently happened 
at a wedding in China.  The moment of amazement came when the groom’s 
mother looked at one of the bride’s hands and saw a birthmark that was 
strangely identical to the birthmark of her biological daughter. As the story 
goes, the mother and daughter had been accidentally separated when the 
girl was very young.  Shortly after their separation, the girl was found and 
taken into the care of a loving couple who eventually adopted and raised 
her.  The mother who had lost the daughter eventually made the choice 
with her husband to adopt and raise a son.  So, in an amazing turn of 
events, right before the mother’s biological daughter and adopted son were 
wed, there was a moment of unplanned, unexpected family reunion that left 
everyone feeling nib-ha-lu – momentarily vexed but then totally and 
wonderfully amazed.   
 
We may not have a game-changing moment quite like that in our lives.  But, 
ready or not, those nib-ha-lu moments come for all of us.  And, if we 
respond to them well, they can lead us to opportunities to truly change the 
game for the better.  I think the first thing we see in Joseph’s example is 
that Game Changers lean in to the Lord.  Look back with me to 
Genesis 45 again, and we’ll continue the story at verse 4.   
 
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came 
closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into 
Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because 
you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years 
in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.  
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7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and 
to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, 
but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt.  
 
With the benefit of faith and time and hindsight, Joseph was able to draw 
his brothers close to him and honestly call out the truth of what his 
brothers had done to him.   
 
But, I don’t sense that he had a tone of resentment when he did.  Had we 
been invited into Joseph’s garage, I don’t think we would see any symbolic 
reminders of how his brothers had sinned against him.  Instead, Joseph 
showed his brothers a collection of God’s faithful activities.  Three times in 
the passage we just heard, Joseph brought out examples of how God turned 
something that seemed dismaying into something wonderfully divine.  
“Yes, your actions were bent on destruction,” he says, “But, God redeemed 
everything for the sake of salvation and preservation, and God won.”  It’s 
that faith to focus not on the worldly circumstances but on God’s 
sovereignty that really changes the game. 
 
Jesus the Game Changer did that in the events of Holy Week, didn’t he?  
He looked at those who would betray and abandon him and drew them 
closer.  He leaned into the will of our Heavenly Father so that he could see 
God’s salvation and forgive the world that did not recognize him, even as 
our Lord experienced his own execution.   
 
Paul the Game Changer did that in the events of Pentecost, didn’t he?  
He looked at his fellow Israelites who had demanded Jesus’ crucifixion and 
he declared the definite plan and foreknowledge of God.  He leaned into the 
Lord’s providence as he said to gathered crowd, “You crucified and killed 
[Jesus] by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, 
having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held 
in its power.” (Acts 2:23-24) 

 
By leaning into the Lord, Game Changers don’t need to have everything 
resolved or to have the benefit of hindsight to be able to celebrate God’s 
Lordship over all of life.  In the midst of struggle, Game Changers can 
draw near to God with trust to say, “Lord, this is really hard right now, but I 
know you’re in this and able to redeem this for good.”   
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When wronged by another, Game Changers can lean into the Lord and say, 
“What this person has done to me isn’t right, but what God has done for me 
and continues to do for me is the reality that will define my response.”  And, 
when resolution comes, Game Changers can look back over the whole 
experience and see God’s faithfulness and providence working things for 
good all along the way.  That resolution may not come until resurrection; 
but rest assured, friends, that is at work working things for good.   
 
In your game changing moments – those life-defining forks in the road – if 
you’re able to lean into your faith and into God’s faithfulness, I think you’ll 
find you’ll be able to respond with the same character Joseph showed in the 
rest of this passage.   
 
At verse 9, the story continues as Joseph said to his brothers: “9 Hurry 
and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has 
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall 
settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 
and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five 
more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that 
you have, will not come to poverty.’”   
 
Here we see that Game Changers hurry to bring relief to grief.  
While his brothers were still busy processing what was unfolding in the 
moment, Joseph had such peace and joy about everything that he couldn’t 
wait to provide blessings.  He imagined the joy and relief and amazement 
that would come to his father, Jacob, when Jacob learned that Joseph was 
still alive.  He knew it would be a transforming experience for good for the 
brothers to be the ones to deliver that news and to have the reconciling 
conversation about the truth of what had actually taken place years before.  
They would have to confess their sin to their father, and then they could 
together celebrate the redeeming goodness of God in the face of that sin.   
 
Maybe this morning, God is offering you the opportunity to be a messenger 
of that kind of relief.  Very practically, we have places in the world that need 
relief – relief from poverty and famine and violence and injustice; relief 
from undrinkable water and unthinkable circumstances.  Like Joseph, you 
probably have gifts from God that could bring relief to those griefs.  Do you, 
like Joseph, have the kind of heart and faith and character that wants to 
make sure no time is wasted?  Are you in a hurry to bless like Joseph was?   
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That’s what Game Changers do.  
 
Similarly, is there a wrong that has been committed in a relationship that 
matters to you that has resulted in lingering grief?  Is it possible that you 
could share this game changing experience either by confessing your 
wrongdoing to someone else because you’ve leaned into God’s mercy and 
forgiveness toward you?  What a relief that might be to the other person 
struggling under the weight of what’s gone wrong.  Or, if you’re on the other 
side of the wrong, maybe God’s mercy and forgiveness in your life will give 
you the character of Joseph to extend mercy and forgiveness to the other 
person, regardless of whether or not they’re able to confess and ask for 
forgiveness.  Joseph was free to forgive because of what God had done in 
his life.  Maybe you’ll choose today or sometime soon to open your spiritual 
garage and get rid of those tokens of bitter resentment by showing grace 
and love and mercy and forgiveness to another.   
 
That’s what Game Changers do.   
 
When Jesus began his public ministry and served as the Scripture Reader 
in synagogue one morning, he read a message from Isaiah 61.  And, in that 
passage, Jesus declared what Joseph had done in relation to his brothers 
and what Jesus would then go on to do for all of God’s family.  He 
said, “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn.” 
 
I think the verdict in Derek Chauvin’s trial this past week brought good 
news to an oppressed people.  I think a lot of mourners have been 
comforted.  And, I’m thankful for justice.  I also hope that those who have 
cried out for justice in this case will find it in our hearts to forgive and to 
live as ambassadors of reconciliation.  I hope people will choose not to fill 
the garages of their hearts with hatred and bitterness but instead to release 
Derek Chauvin and others like him as prisoners in their hearts – to allow 
the day of vengeance to be God’s and not ours to claim.   
 
As difficult as that all may be, I believe that’s what Game Changers do.  
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Lastly for this morning, I think we see in Joseph’s example that Game 
Changers transform failures into futures.  
 
In so many ways, Joseph’s brothers had been failures.  In sin, they had sent 
him away from his homeland.  In sin, they had pushed him away from the 
presence of all those he loved.  And, in sin, they had stolen from him every 
possession that he had.  No property, no presence, no provision.  Joseph 
could have held any or all of those things over their heads – shaming them, 
mocking them, punishing them or turning them away.  But instead, his 
appreciation of God’s work in his life filled him with a spirit of eager 
generosity, and he traded what they had done wrong to him for what he 
knew he could do right for them.  He promised them his pristine 
property (“You shall settle in the land of Goshen”), his powerful presence 
(“you shall be near me, you, everyone you love and everything you have”), 
and his plentiful provision (“I will provide for you so that you will not come 
to poverty”) – literally the absolute best of everything he had.  That’s a great 
three-part sermon right there.  Failures into futures.  That’s what Game 
Changers do.   
 
In a similar way, when the Apostle Paul wrote his first letter to the 
Christians in Corinth, he offered them a three-part reminder of the way 
God has changed our failures into glorious futures, too.  He wrote:  
“30 [God] is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast 
in the Lord.”  We who were unrighteous, unsanctified, and unredeemed 
now have a very different description thanks to what God has done for us in 
Christ.  So, we boast in his name as we join him in changing the game for 
those who don’t yet know him. 
 
Who is it in your life who may be stuck in a garage of failure needing the 
good news of God’s love to point them toward a better future?  There’s no 
failure in our lives or in the lives of anyone we know that’s stronger than 
God’s victory.  There’s no failure in our lives or the lives of anyone we know 
that the cross has not redeemed.  So, let’s follow Joseph.  Let’s follow 
Jesus.  Let’s lean into the Lord.  Let’s hurry to bring relief to grief.  Let’s 
boast in Christ, who transforms failures into futures.  Why?  That’s what 
Game Changers do.   
 


