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Job: Unfailing Utterer      May 16, 2021 
Philippians 1:12-19; Job 1:8-22  Series: Biblical Game Changers 
 

Philippians 1:12-19      
12 I want you to know, beloved, that what has happened to me has actually 
helped to spread the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the 
whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for 
Christ; 14 and most of the brothers and sisters, having been made confident 
in the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater 
boldness and without fear.  15 Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, 
but others from goodwill. 16 These proclaim Christ out of love, knowing 
that I have been put here for the defense of the gospel; 17 the others 
proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but intending to 
increase my suffering in my imprisonment. 18 What does it matter? Just 
this, that Christ is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false motives or 
true; and in that I rejoice.  Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know 
that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will 
turn out for my deliverance. 
 

 
Two Sundays ago, I got home after our morning worship service.  And, 
because Molly loves me and knows I like to reflect on how the morning 
went, she asked me, “How was the morning?”  And, what I said to her was 
something like, “It felt strange knowing that this was the last Sunday that 
the congregation will hear me preach without the mixture of feelings that 
come with knowing we’re going to be leaving.”  I wasn’t totally sure what 
reactions we were going to get.  But, I want to say as I begin this message 
that I’m not at all surprised by the way so many of you have continued to 
love us through mixed emotions.   There is so much wonderful Christian 
maturity in the way this congregation loves.  It is a confirmation to me that 
the Spirit of the Lord who is our savior and the spirit of Job who is our 
Biblical Game Changer for this morning – this Spirit is alive and well 
within you.  And, I want to praise God for that and to say, “Thank you.”   
 
Loss and change and detachment are hard – especially when you haven’t 
been part of the decision that brought them about.  And, when hardship 
happens, which it does in life, who we are before God and toward one 
another says a lot about our hearts and our faith and our character.  In fact, 
I want to suggest that we can really only know if our love for God and our 
faith in God is true by the way we handle ourselves in times of suffering.   



 2 

I had no idea when I decided to preach on Job this morning that we would 
be in this moment together as a congregation.  But, I believe God knew, and 
I believe Job’s life may be just the right example for us in the midst of pain 
to keep us moving in the direction of God’s love for us in Christ.   
 
I’ve called Job an Unfailing Utterer for this part of our sermon series 
because of the ways Job’s words throughout his story give us an important 
example of godly faith in both seasons of blessing and seasons of struggle.  
As we sang earlier in our song, God gives and God takes away.  And, though 
we say it in the lyrics, I hope our hearts also choose in practice to bless the 
name of the Lord at all time, through great pleasure and great pain.   
 
If you have your Bible, I’ll invite you to open it to Chapter 1 of the book of 
Job.  It’s spelled like “job,” and if finding Job is a hard job for you, it is the 
book right before the Old Testament Psalms which are right in the middle 
in the Bible.   
 
We’re going to start right at the beginning of the book, in verse 1, where 
we’re introduced to Job.  Hear the word of the Lord: 
 
1 There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man 
was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from 
evil. 2 There were born to him seven sons and three daughters. 3 He had 
seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, 
five hundred donkeys, and very many servants; so that this man was the 
greatest of all the people of the east.  
4 His sons used to go and hold feasts in one another’s houses in turn; 
and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with 
them. 5 And when the feast days had run their course, Job would send and 
sanctify them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt 
offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, “It may be that 
my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” This is what Job 
always did. 
 
One of the reasons I call Job the Unfailing Utterer is because he used his 
blessedness to work for others’ righteousness. 
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That’s what I see in this introduction about him.  Knowing that his kids had 
been throwing parties, and having heard them often say “What happens in 
Uz stays in Uz,” Job offered prayers and sacrifices to God for the 
sanctification of his children and their guests.  Job supplied the wealth.  
The children enjoyed the blessings and likely sinned along the way.  It 
seems kind of lopsided.  But, their loving father wasn’t bitter about it.  In 
fact, their excesses drew out their father’s heart for them to ensure they 
were still in good standing with God.  And, it wasn’t a one-time thing that 
drained Job’s love for them.  The end of verse 5 told us, this is what their 
father always did. 
 
Does Job the father remind you of another father we know?  This is exactly 
what our Heavenly Father has done for us.  Isn’t it?  God’s love and mercy 
are drawn out in compassion toward us when we fail and when we fall.  
That doesn’t mean we should aim to fall more, of course.  But, it does mean 
that God is worthy of our praise for the kindness and love and grace we’ve 
been shown in the face of our sins and excesses.  Throughout history, and 
especially in Christ, our Heavenly Father has always sacrificed and offered 
blessing toward us to sanctify us and bring us back to Him.  As Pastor 
Tim Mackie says, “God has gone to great lengths to get the hell out of 
earth and the hell out of you.”  Amen? 
 
When we move into the next part of Job’s story, we see God lift Job up as an 
example to be considered.  And, I think the Heavenly Father does that 
because Job, the earthly father, has a heart for others that’s a lot like God’s 
– always willing to use his blessedness to speak for and work for the 
righteousness of others.   
 
How about you?  Is that how you’re using your blessings and your 
words?  Are you generous in sharing your blessings with folks who might 
be spiritual children in your life?  Those spiritual children may be your age 
or older than you, but maybe you’re more mature in faith so that you can be 
an example of God’s love to them.  Do you love those spiritual children 
enough, especially in their sins and excesses, to use what you have to bring 
them before the Lord... in prayer, in encouragement, with patience, with 
words of truth spoken in love?  That’s what God always does.  That’s what 
Job always did.  That’s what Game Changers do.   
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Well, if that’s not challenging enough already, we haven’t even gotten to the 
really painful part of the story yet.  Right?  Without further ado, here it 
comes.  This is the part of Job’s story we know better I think, starting at 
verse 6.   
 
From our introduction to Job, the focus shifts from earth to God’s 
heavenly command center.  And, we’re introduced to a character 
known in Hebrew as ‘ha-satan.’  Who is this mysterious figure?  The satan.  
His name means ‘the opponent, or accuser or adversary.’  He has just come 
from a tour of earth, and God is about to challenge him in his 
understanding of love.  Let’s hear the conversation starting at verse 8: 
 
8 The Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is 
no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God 
and turns away from evil.” 9 Then Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job fear 
God for nothing? 10 Have you not put a fence around him and his house 
and all that he has, on every side?  
You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have 
increased in the land. 11 But stretch out your hand now, and touch all that 
he has, and he will curse you to your face.” 12 The Lord said to Satan, “Very 
well, all that he has is in your power; only do not stretch out your hand 
against him!” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.  
 
If you know the story, you know the suffering Satan causes in Job’s life 
after Satan goes out from the presence of the Lord.  It’s always easier to 
cause suffering in the lives of others when we walk away from God.  Isn’t it?   
 
Verses 13-19 of Job Chapter 1 tell us of four tragedies that fall on Job’s 
loved ones and belongings.  Foreign people groups and fire put an end to all 
of Job’s servants and livestock.  And, a huge windstorm blows down the 
house where all of his children are gathered, killing everyone inside.     
 
I’ve had some bad days, but I’ve never been anywhere close to this.  Some of 
you have been through the kind of pain Job must have felt.  You may be 
there still, though I’m not aware of tragedies in any of your lives as 
widespread and all-encompassing as what happened to Job.  But, we’ve 
been through enough to have a sense of his pain.  And, we’ve been through 
our own reactions and journeys of grief and anger with God to imagine how 
we might have reacted if we’d been in Job’s sandals.  So, it’s amazing when 
we get to verse 20 and read Job’s response.   
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20 Then Job arose, tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell on the ground 
and worshiped. 21 He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return there; the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.”22 In all this Job did not sin or charge 
God with wrongdoing. 
 
The next thing that makes Job a Biblical Game Changer and an unfailing 
utterer to me is his response to the loss of his blessings.  What we see in 
Job’s reaction – especially the words he spoke – is that Job’s worship of 
God was not dependent on blessings from God.  Even when his 
earthly blessings were tragically wiped from the face of earth, Job 
continued to worship and to bless God’s name. 
 
He was not stoic about it.  Right?  He was raw and real in his response – 
rising, tearing his robes, giving himself the perfect haircut even without a 
receding hairline, and then falling on his face in worship.  In Western 
culture, when we see people grieving so openly, we think that maybe people 
are being a little over-dramatic and ought to try to keep it together a bit 
more.  But, even in that, we can learn from Job.  Because his losses and his 
agony were real, and yet there was no sin in his response.   
 
Job also leaned into humility and grace.  He rightly declared that he 
came to the world with nothing but God’s love and will leave with nothing 
but God’s love, and he recognized that every blessing he’d received in 
between birth and death was a gift on loan from God’s graceful supply.  It’s 
true, isn’t it?  And, when we see life and blessings from that point of view, 
we’re much more likely to be able to respond to loss and suffering with 
humility and worship, just like Job was.   
 
It is so tempting for us to love God for what God can give us.  It is so easy 
with love, in general, to limit our love to what we get out of it, to what 
others do for us, what it earns for us.  But, that’s reductionist love, because 
it reduces us to manipulators and it reduces others to objects that exist only 
for our pleasure and blessing.  Thank God, Job didn’t do that.  And, that 
fork in the road offers us an incredibly important lesson from Job’s story.   
 
Do you remember what Satan said about Job when God held Job up as an 
example?  The Accuser accused Job of being a conditional lover.  Satan told 
God that Job’s love was reductionist and transactional – that it all 
depended on what Job was getting out of it.   
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But, God knew Job better.  God knew Job’s heart was steadfast.  And, God 
also knew that Job’s journey through suffering and uncertainty would 
accomplish two important outcomes.  First, it would accomplish the 
exact opposite of what Satan was hoping to accomplish. And second, it 
would help Job grow and mature in his love for God. 
 
Let’s take the first first, and then the second will be my last point for this 
morning’s message.   
 
First, God knew that Job’s journey through suffering and uncertainty would 
accomplish the exact opposite of what Satan was hoping to accomplish.  
What did Satan want? He wanted Job discredited, and he wanted God 
discarded.  He wanted Job’s love for God to be written off as conditional 
and transactional.  Wasn’t that Satan’s sales pitch to God in the heavenly 
command center?  “Job doesn’t really love you for you.  He just loves you 
for the good things he gets from you.  Crush him and you’ll see what’s really 
in his heart.”  And more secretly, Satan wanted Job to dismiss God as 
unloving and to lump God in with all of the other lesser, impersonal, pagan 
gods of the day.   
 
Do you know that, when we love conditionally and transactionally, we are 
confirming Satan’s view of love?  We have to learn to love others and God 
for who they are in themselves.  And, suffering is a huge part of testing that 
love and growing us into lovers who love like that, because it brings us to a 
place where we choose to love even when we don’t know what the outcome 
of our love will bring us.   
 
What’s the number 1 question we ask when we suffer hardships and 
seasons of pain and uncertainty?  Why?  Why is this happening?  Why me?  
Why them?  Why now?  God, why?   
 
Even Jesus asked this question from the cross.  In the spirit and words of 
Psalm 22, Jesus’ suffering led to ask, “My God, my God, why?  Why have 
you forsaken me?”   
 
Part of what suffering asks us to do is to love and trust and obey God even 
when we don’t know the answer to “Why?”  Because, if we knew the answer, 
our love might be conditional and transactional again.  If we’re OK with the 
answer, we might simply be loving and trusting and obeying God because 
we know the outcome on the other side.   
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Then, that outcome can become our reason for love and obedience rather 
than simply loving and obeying and trusting God because of God’s self and 
God’s worthiness.   
 
When people are in suffering, we have to resist the pat answers to the 
“Why?” questions.  Job’s story reminds us of that.  There’s no easy, 
religious, predictable answer to Job’s case.  Despite the arguments of his 
religious visitors, Job was getting what he didn’t deserve.  He was the 
greatest and most blameless man of his time, and yet he suffered 
immensely.  On the other hand, there’s no easy secular, random answer 
either.  His life wasn’t just a box of chocolates.  His circumstances had 
divine purpose. There was a God involved in Job’s suffering, and God was 
fully personal, fully sovereign, fully loving, and fully purposeful, even as the 
Lord allowed Satan to wreak havoc in Job’s life.  The same is true for us in 
our suffering.  We have to avoid the pat answers, lean into mystery, and be 
willing to love and trust and obey that the name of the Lord should still be 
praised.   
 
Job never got the answer to why God allowed him to suffer.  And yet, 
thanks be to God, Job is a Biblical Game Changer because Satan 
accomplished exactly the opposite of what he set out to do.  Job wasn’t 
discredited.  Instead, he’s still studied and preached about thousands of 
years later because of his faithfulness.  And, God wasn’t discarded.  Instead, 
God is lifted up still as remarkably worthy of all praise and glory and 
worship and honor.   
 
As our fellow Presbyterian Timothy Keller recognized, “The only 
way God can make Job into a person of true greatness is by having Job 
suffer and not know why. This is the only way to become a person who truly 
loves.  The only way to be sure we are serving God and loving God for God 
alone is to get nothing out of it.” 
 
Is it possible that this is God’s purpose for you in your times of suffering, 
too?  
 
Last point for this morning.  As I mentioned before, Job is a Biblical Game 
Changer because his suffering led to (not to a weaker but to) a 
deeper love for God. 
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As Job’s story nears its end, God has given Job perspective and reminded 
Job of the vastness of God’s wisdom and the smallness of Job’s life.  In 
response, Job the unfailing utterer responds to God this way:  
   
1 Then Job answered the Lord: 2 “I know that you can do all things, and 
that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel 
without knowledge?’  Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.  
4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you declare to me.’ 5 I 
had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; 
6 therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” 
 
Job was able to live out the rest of his life with full assurance of God’s love 
and wisdom, even though Job never got an answer to the “why?” of his 
suffering.  What he got instead is clarity about God’s love and greatness.  As 
he said, “Now my eye sees you.”   
 
When we are suffering and on the brink of a crisis of faith, the biggest thing 
we need is proof of God’s love.  The biggest thing we need to handle life is 
trust that God loves us even while we’re walking the road of suffering, 
without knowing why it’s happening.  Where do we find that proof?  In 
Christ.  In Christ, we have the proof of God’s love that Job, even in 
all his faithfulness, never had.  Centuries after Job, Satan assaulted 
Jesus, the true innocent sufferer.  He died naked crying out, “Why, why am 
I suffering?”  And, he got no answer. When Job suffered, he was only 
relatively innocent.  But, when Jesus suffered, he was completely innocent, 
more blameless and upright than Job or anyone else. 
 
Jesus is the only person in history to whom God the Father said, “If you 
truly obey me fully, I will crush you to powder and send you to hell.  I’ll turn 
my back on you and you will experience absolute separation from me.”  And 
yet, Jesus is the only person who truly served God with full obedience and 
love.  Why did he do it?  For us and our salvation.  To prove God’s amazing 
love for you and for me.  He did it so that the Father would know of the free 
love and obedience of the Son, just because of who God is.   
 
That’s my prayer for you, that – like Job – our suffering will lead us into a 
deeper, move loving, more trusting relationship with the God of the 
universe.   Jesus loved us and suffered not that we would not suffer but 
that, when we suffer, we could become like him.  Amen?  I’ll pray. 


