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Good News! 
 

Some of you may be affronted and appalled that I have my 

little Christmas tree up here, and we’re just barely into 

November. I mean, Halloween and All Saints Day were just 

about a week or two ago, right? But I keep seeing more and 

more people setting up their Christmas decorations earlier and 

earlier. “What about Thanksgiving?!” you may object. A friend 

of mine who put up her little tree the 1
st
 of November posted 

this on her social media: “decorating for Christmas early 

doesn’t mean I’m forgetting Thanksgiving. I just like to be holly 

jolly for more than 25 days.” Another just this past week posted 

a picture of her decorations with the note, “No judgement [sic] 

but I needed to work with my happy place.” 

 

A television station in California where I used to live recently 

issued an article that reads, “If you already started decorating 

for Christmas, consider yourself a happy and friendly person. 

New research listed in the Journal of Environmental 

Psychology finds people who put up their Christmas 

decorations early tend to be happier and friendlier. “The results 

support the idea that residents can use their home’s exterior to 

communicate attachment and possibly to integrate themselves 

into a neighborhood’s social activities,” researchers wrote. 

Psychologists say Christmas decorations are nostalgic and 

bring people back to simpler and happier times. They say it 

also helps boost dopamine. So if you’re feeling like a Grinch 

this season, consider putting up your Christmas tree early.” 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0272494489800106
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0272494489800106
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Well, as my family can attest, I’ve been a bit Grinchy of late, so 

maybe I should put up a few decorations around the new 

house. 

 

Well, what I am going to do is look at this passage from Luke 

chapter 2 that is commonly linked with Christmas and the birth 

of Jesus. If you’d like to follow along, we’ll be looking at verses 

8-14. 

8 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 
Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 
10 

But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: 
11 

to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord. 
12 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13 

And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host,
[b]

 praising God and saying, 

14 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

What is going on? 

 

We want to know; we need to know. News of what is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24979b
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happening in our communities, our countries, our world is so 

important. There are lots of reasons why we should pay 

attention to the news. 

 

And it’s not hard to find. We hear it; we watch it; we get 

updates on our phones. What’s interesting to me is that no 

matter where we get our information, we call it “the 

news.” The news. Sometimes we call it local news, world 

news, good news, bad news, old news, or breaking news, but 

we refer to all kinds when we talk about “the news.” 

 

“Did you hear the news?” 

 

“Are you watching the news?” 

 

“It might be on the news.” 

 

Like it is the only “news” there is. 

 

Pastor Jerry Shirley, in his sermon Good News, Anyone? 

says, “This year there’s been more bad news than ever it 

seems.   Many are too discouraged to even watch the news 

anymore and I can't blame them.” My mother, for example, like 

many Christians who are just exhausted by the divisiveness 

seen and caused by reports around the country and our own 

cities, won’t even watch the news anymore. It’s hard when we 

want to know what is going on in the world but just can’t bring 

ourselves to tune in to headlines meant to shock and titillate 
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us, drawing us into the newest horrific tale of woe, scandal, 

politics, disease, violence, or disaster, just to name a few. And 

it’s everywhere we look. 

 

We hear all kinds of bad news today. And it really does seem 

that people are more attracted to bad news than they are good 

news. This past year the usual holiday disagreements between 

relatives were worse than ever. I can only imagine what will be 

shouted at the Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner tables this 

year, as pandemic, politics, and mandates have pushed so 

many of us further into our corners of righteous opinions. But 

I’m going to get right to the point of today’s message for us: 

Jesus, quoting the Scripture we heard from Isaiah earlier in 

the service, said the Spirit of the Lord was upon him to preach 

the gospel, or to proclaim good news. That good news was to 

heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim deliverance to the 

captives, the recovering of sight to the blind, and to set at 

liberty those who are bruised. That’s good news!  

 

Now, maybe you’ve been hearing bad news on the television 

all week, or reading bad news in the paper every day, or your 

phone is constantly notifying you about the most recent bad 

news, but I’m glad you’re here today because I’ve got some 

really good news. No, it’s not that I saved a bunch of money 

switching to Geico; I’ve even got better news that that. The 

good news is that God loves you! It doesn’t matter who you 

are. It doesn’t matter what you are. God loves you!  

 



5 
 

So the good news is; God loves you and me! There is 

nothing you could ever do to forfeit God’s love toward you! 

There is nothing you can to do make God love you more! 

There is nothing you can do to make God love you less! His 

love is Unconditional, Impartial, Everlasting, Infinite, Perfect! 

When your friends no longer care for you, God loves you! 

When your husband or wife asks you for a divorce, God loves 

you! When you are the object of prejudice and hate, God loves 

you! When you are all alone, and when no one seems to care, 

God loves you! God’s love is not influenced by the color of our 

skin, or the degree of our education, or the status we hold in 

society. Neither is he repelled by our vulgar and disgusting 

iniquities that we have done. He loves us in spite of all the 

positives and negatives in our lives. That’s good news!  

 

A couple of months ago my morning devotional on my Bible 

App brought up the title “News”, and I’ve been holding onto 

these few short paragraphs thinking that I’m going to do 

another of my short videos for our Youtube channel, but God 

had other plans and that was to inspire today’s message with 

these words: “No matter how devastating, shocking, 

maddening, or frighteningly close to us today’s stories are, they 

are not the only news. There is news breaking every day that 

we need to tune in to. It is the good news—the best news—of 

Jesus’ love and redemption. It is the life-changing message 

that God wants everyone to hear and respond to. 

 

It is his message of freedom and forgiveness and hope. It’s his 
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message that what we see, what we hear right now, is not the 

end of the story. There is a bigger story going on with a much 

happier ending ahead. I wish this could tick across the bottom 

of every television screen, headline every article, and pop up 

on our phones each day.” I mean, this is really, really good 

news! The best news! There’s just no way all the bad news 

that pours down at us can do anything to stifle this good news 

found in Jesus, amen? But wait: there’s more good news! 

Jesus paid for our sins on the cross of Calvary!” 

 

There was no way we could help ourselves. Sin had 

contaminated our hearts. For years humanity has tried to find 

something that would take away that condemnation, the guilt, 

the void, the emptiness that dominated the soul. We finally 

realized that it was our sins that brought condemnation, guilt 

and emptiness. So we tried to fix it. We tried to live better lives, 

or we tried to make a name for ourselves, or we made the 

decision that there is no good and evil, and fix it through 

ignorance. It’s written throughout the pages of history, in the 

rise and fall of civilizations great and small. But even after all 

that, there was nothing that we could do to bring ourselves 

back into a relationship with God who is the source of 

happiness, liberty, and fulfillment.  

 

James Lowe of King’s Corner Assembly of God writes, “There 

was only one solution, one that we were unable to do for 

ourselves: God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not 
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perish but have everlasting life. I’ve got good news this 

morning! Jesus paid for our sins! He canceled our death 

penalty! He paid our ransom. He broke the shackles of sin. He 

redeemed you and me by His own blood. He took away the 

condemnation. He relieved us of our burden of sin. Now we are 

free! Now we are redeemed! Now we are pardoned!” Now that 

is Good News! 

 

When I was in 3
rd

 grade I was given this Bible, the first Bible I 

remember receiving as my own; a real Bible, not just an 

abridged Children’s Bible. But just like the cartoonish pre-

school Bibles that are often the first ones our kids might see – 

and chew on - this Bible is full of Good News. From the first 

chapter of Genesis where we see God created, “and it was 

good,” to the last pages of Revelation where we see there will 

no longer be any curse that separates us from God, and 

everywhere in between.  

 

However… oh, there is a rather painful “however” to be 

inserted here, folks. However, there is a more and more 

prevalent movement within many churches to use less of the 

Bible in order to avoid offending those who don’t believe in it, 

or because it is only an “ancient” book. We have already 

established that bad news is coming at us like the many storms 

and hurricanes reported in it. We have to be vigilant in keeping 

our Bibles from collecting dust on the shelf and instead 

remaining open in our hands. 
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Chuck Girard of the band Love Song, wrote a song called 

Book of Life, which goes as such:  

At times my heart gets down right faithless 

And I sink into the quicksand of my sin 

That's when the Word of God can purge my sinner's heart 

And free me from those old desires that pop up now and then 

 

I keep my thumb between the pages 

And my heart in the book 

Talkin' 'bout the Book of Life 

When my life gets too confusin' 

Well, I stop and take a second look 

Take another look in the Book of Life 

 

We have this good news to combat the bad news. But there 

is more to our faith than holding onto the good in the downpour 

of bad that seeks to drown us. We saw it in both of our primary 

passages from Scripture today. In Isaiah – the same scroll 

which Jesus attributes to himself in Luke chapter 4 – God has 

sent him to bring that good news; to bind up, to proclaim, to 

release, to comfort, to provide for, to give, to build up! It is a 

vibrant and active good news that has been given to us as 

believers. The angels who first proclaimed the birth of Christ to 

lowly shepherds in their fields brought “good news of great joy 

for all the people”. Not for one or two. Not for one family. Not 

for one nation. Not for the rich, not for the rulers, not for the 

academics, but for all the people! This too is good news! For 

the flood of bad news is not just threatening to drown followers 
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of Christ, but also those around us to whom we have been 

charged to care and pray for. Now, you may find that sharing 

the good news of Jesus Christ with an unbelieving and often 

hostile world is bad news… but it is what we as Christians – as 

“little christs” – are charged with by our Lord and Savior. 

 

Tony Campolo, in his book It’s Friday, But Sunday’s Comin’, 

considers Romans 1:16: For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 

Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes… “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ because 

the Gospel of Christ meets every need of every human being 

on this planet. I hope you will discover this. No matter what 

your need may happen to be, I have good news for you: Jesus 

can meet that need. I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 

because I know of no situation or predicament that human 

beings must face that poses problems for which Jesus does 

not have answers. In our day and age it seems that most 

people have looked everywhere but to Jesus for the satisfying 

of their needs and the answering of their questions.” 

  

God wants to bless us by meeting our needs according to His 

riches in glory, but we must seek first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness. So the good news is, God wants to bless 

you; God wants to bless those around you too! And I’ve got 

some more good news: Jesus died and He rose again! Some 

folks today believe that when you die it will be the end, nothing 

more, kaput, game over. No life after death. No hope. But 

we’ve got good news: we’re going to live forever. There is life 
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after death. And the Bible tells us even more good news: there 

will be no more crying there, no more dying there, no more 

pain there… and what more, the Bible ends with this promise: 

Jesus is coming soon! 

 

When the daily or nightly news is tragic, scary, and 

disheartening, what will we do? Will we take action to help 

people, to change things for the better, to pray? Will we 

remember that it is not the only news? Will we be open to 

sharing the best news ever with all people in every corner of 

the earth? Let’s be proud to proclaim the love of Jesus. It’s 

really good news. 

 

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Prayer after Sermon: 

Dear Jesus, your gospel—your true story—is refreshing, 

encouraging, and transforming. Thank You for the hope that 

comes from Your powerful message of salvation. Please lead 

each of us to share this good news that comes from You today. 

 

Charge: 

Turn to Jesus for a reminder of his good news today. No 

matter what is going on in the world, your community, your 

home, or your heart, his powerful message of redemption 

endures. Let him show you what is true and remind you of the 

hope he brings. Every morning. Every evening. Every hour of 

every day. His powerful plan to rescue us, his incredible love 

that triumphs over evil—that’s our top story. 

 

Benediction: 

And now may Christ go before you to guide you, behind you to 

encourage you; beside you to befriend you; above you to 

watch over you; and within you to give you peace. 


