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Welcome & Explanation of Good Friday Service 
 

Music for Preparation                         
 

Call to Worship 
 

One: When darkness comes and it seems the Lord has forsaken us, we cry: 
All: “Why are you so far from helping me, so far from the words of my groaning?” 
One: When we cry to God by day, but receive no answer; and by night, but find no rest, we say:  
All: “Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.”  
One: Save us, O Lord! We will tell of your name to our brothers and sisters.  
All: In the midst of the congregation, we will praise you. 

 

                            THE PASSION OF CHRIST 
 
Reading 1:  Luke 23:13-25                                “He has done nothing that deserves death.” 
 

First confession: 
O, Jesus, we have rejected you and the One who sent you---abandoning the way you tread, denying the 
truth you teach, despising the life you offer.  So now we climb to the Place of the Skull and confess: 
 

We have prepared a cross for our Savior. 
 

First candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn:                                                                                                                             #93—Ah, Holy Jesus (Verses 1-2) 
 

Reading 2:  Luke 23:32-38                                                                                                         “Father, forgive them…” 
 

Second confession: 
We have turned a blind eye toward suffering---dismissing another’s hurt and pain, crossing the street to 
avoid seeing need, ignoring the plight of the displaced and desperate and confess: 
 

We have prepared a cross for our Savior. 
 

Second candle is extinguished. 
 

Music:                                                                                                                                                         You Are My King 
 

Reading 3:  Luke 23:39-43                                      “Today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

Third confession: 
We have kept silent when love demanded a response---withholding kind words from one who craves 
compassion, excusing comments that diminish and disparage, shrinking in fear rather than speaking the 
truth in love.  So now we cry out in response to Christ’s heartbreaking lament and confess: 
 

We have prepared a cross for our Savior. 
 

 Third candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymns:                                                                         #599 & #370—Jesus, Remember Me & Just as I Am (Verse 1) 
 



Reading 4:  John 19:25-27                    “Woman, behold your son…”  
 

Fourth confession: 
We have done too little to confront the evils of the world----denying the prejudice we carry and its power 
to harm, feigning powerlessness in the face of injustice, refusing to challenge systems that value some 
lives more than others.  So now we stand ashamed before one unjustly condemned and confess: 
 

We have prepared a cross for our Savior. 
 

Fourth candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn:                                                                                              #98—O Sacred Head Now Wounded (Verses 1 & 2) 
 

Reading 5:  Mark 15:33-39                                           “My God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 

Fifth confession: 
We have condoned violence in our nation and our world---watching weapon stockpiles grow as the 
vulnerable suffer, hearing news of violence with the silence of disinterested souls, standing by as your 
precious children fall wounded and torn.  So now we behold your pierced and bleeding body and confess: 
 

We have prepared a cross for our Savior. 
 

Fifth candle is extinguished. 
 

Music:                                                                                                                           How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
 

Reading 6:  Luke 23:44-49                                 “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
 

Sixth confession: 
We have abandoned you and turned against one another----denying your claim on our lives, even in 
everyday choices, sowing division within the body of Christ rather than claiming others as our kin, 
betraying you by rejecting your shalom.  So now we join your followers at the foot of your cross and 
confess: 
 

We have prepared a cross for our Savior. 
 

Sixth candle is extinguished 
 

Music:                                                                                                              #101—When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 

Reading 7:  John 19:38-42                                                                                                                              Jesus is Buried 
 

Seventh confession: 
O Jesus, our suffering Lord, we have rejected you and the One who sent you----setting a crown of thorns 
upon your head, mocking your humility with derision, condemning you to the death of a criminal.  Forgive 
us. Redeem us.  Renew us, we pray.   We are distraught as we confess: 
 

We have prepared a cross for our Savior. 
 

Moment of Silence 
 

Solo:                                                                                                                                                               Were You There? 
 

Christ candle is extinguished.  
 

The Christ Candle Departs & Death Slams Closed the Tomb 


