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The Mind of Christ in a Selfie World 

(1 Corinthians 2:1-5) 

I was first introduced to the concept of the selfie about a 

decade ago when I saw a group of teens taking dozens of 

pictures of themselves on their phones and wallpapering 

the internet with them on facebook, instagram, twitter, and 

snapchat one Sunday after church service. When I asked 

what all the photo taking was about, they chorused, “it’s 

selfie Sunday!”  

Selfies. The somewhat obvious explanation of this 

phenomenon is to take a photo of yourself and share it 

with your friends, family, and the internet at large. Well, 

the concept has moved into more than just photos and 

sharing; it has infiltrated the way we live, the way we 

capture experiences, share photos with others, tell stories, 

explain our dreams… and practice our faith. 

It was Selfie Sunday that really brought me to the point 

where I began to understand how a selfie worldview can 

affect our faith, our understanding of Christianity. The term 

really describes where a lot of our Western Christians are 

coming from, even if they have never taken a selfie of 

themselves before in their lives. I remember coming 

across an article entitled “Worship in a #selfie World”. The 

author, Worship Leader Stephen Miller, writes about his 

own encounter with the selfie mentality:  
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Wow. God really met with us in worship tonight. 

The room was just so full of his presence. One of 

the most intense times of worship I have ever 

experienced. 

This caption came across my Instagram 

notifications a few weeks back. 

I was curious to see the photo this student had 

taken to commemorate his experience. I never 

would have expected a picture of a young man 

standing in front of a mirror in his bathroom with a 

bewildered smirk on his face. 

Yet there he was, a duck-faced teenager staring 

at his bathroom mirror, smart phone in hand. 

What this had to do with how much he loved 

worshiping Jesus was a mystery to me. 

This is our world. 

This is the world in which we live, the world of the 

selfie.1 

This is a world where we often take something that is not 

about us and we make it about us, whether by the lens of 

a camera or phone, the way we relate to others, or the 

priorities that lead our daily lives.  

 
1 True Worship in a #Selfie World. June 8. http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/worship-in-a-selfie-world 
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I remember traveling with my parents and taking photos 

with my 110 camera, then showing my friends where we 

had gone to. When I look through those pictures now, I 

notice that unless we convinced a random passerby to 

take a group photo, they are of the places we went; 

geysers shooting steam and water into the air, redwoods 

that we could drive through, and sunsets that could hardly 

be real as they melt into the horizon over a mountain lake. 

In contrast, now we are more likely to see grown men 

pose with their best smolder face, and if you look really 

closely, you can just see the tip of Paris’s breath-taking 

Eiffel Tower protruding from the side of their heads like a 

tiny, awkwardly placed steel horn. Teenage girls put on 

their cutest grin, or maybe a derp face while a singular 

stone column of Rome’s ancient, awe-inspiring Coliseum 

is barely visible in the background. The Grand Canyon 

seems to be bridged by the head of a boy flashing some 

mysterious hand signal to those following him on the 

internet. We are not seeing the world through their eyes so 

much as seeing their eyes blocking the world. I don’t 

know if I’m the only one, but I’d much rather see the 

amazing views, landscapes, works of arts, and the like, 

than the face of the person who visited. Such sights are 

not about us. They are majestic; the viewer of such a 

picture needs to step back just to take in a bit of the awe 

of something greater than themselves.  
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In the same way, our sinful hearts want to fill up the frame 

of God’s glory with ourselves. Our flesh wants to distract 

us from the infinite worth of a holy God who has invited us 

into his presence to behold Him.  

And that is exactly what Paul is addressing in today’s 

passage from the Scriptures. In Corinthians chapter 2, 

verses 1-5 we find this: And so it was with me, brothers 

and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with 

eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the 

testimony about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing 

while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him 

crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness with great fear and 

trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were not with 

wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 

the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on 

human wisdom, but on God’s power. 

You know, it almost creeps me out the way that a 2000 

year old letter can echo the very culture we are today 

encountering… but I know that God, who exists outside of 

time, has the full view to speak into our lives just as 

poignantly as he has to those early Christians that Paul 

wrote to. 

In understanding the backdrop of this letter - these words 

of encouragement, correction, and instruction to the 

Corinthians - we should know that it was common in those 
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times, in that place, for a new believer to add bits of the 

existing polytheistic Roman beliefs to this new hope of 

Christ Jesus, and not only to stand their idols beside our 

Lord, but to wrap Him in philosophical rhetoric and 

sophism; accentuating the good and explaining away that 

which might inconvenience a person or blur the image of 

Christ in the Truth of His Crucifixion and Resurrection.  

Bible commentator Coleman Luck writes that, “The apostle 

Paul disdained to use a lofty eloquence that - while 

possibly winning him the praise of the intelligentsia - would 

nevertheless have obscured the simple Gospel. He did not 

approach the Corinthians with philosophy, human wisdom, 

and learning, when he gave them ‘the testimony of God.’ – 

“Human wisdom changes from year to year”2 – Instead he 

deliberately determined ‘not to know anything save Jesus 

Christ, and him crucified.’”3 

It is like the selfie where our own face blocks the majestic 

landscape, or the marvel of invention, or even a gathering 

of worship. “The problem was not so much that [these 

early followers of Jesus] were relapsing into paganism, as 

that their Christian faith, however sincere, had not yet 

transformed the world view they had adopted from the 

surrounding culture.”4   

 
2 Luck, G. Coleman. First Corinthians. p. 26 
3 Luck, G. Coleman. First Corinthians. p. 24-25. 
4 Carson, Moo, Morris. Introduction to the New Testament. p. 427 
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The selfie type of worship, of judging what “good church” 

is, constantly tries to infiltrate our churches, causing us to 

value sentiment over substance, emotional hype over 

emotional health, or musical preference over meaningful 

proclamation. We take that which is to be about God and 

make it about our preferences, positions, politics, and 

more; we put our face in the frame, much like the 

Corinthians, and block Christ from being evident as the 

priority, the One to whom praise is due. 

I spend a lot of time thinking about what to say, what to 

do, to engage the children, teens, and parents of our 

community, and there are a lot of experts prepared to sell 

me their “new” way of reaching the generations commonly 

known as Millenials and Generation Z. From play to pray; 

relational to educational; informative to transformative; the 

newest Christian music to a return to monasticism, and so 

many more concepts meant to connect us to our Lord.  

A friend of mine who is a pastor in Gladstone, Oregon and 

I were talking about this and he put it this way: “It’s just 

putting lipstick on a pig.” All of the fancy ways we can 

sneak the gospel message into the lives of children, teens, 

and adults are just so much fluff if we miss the central 

message, and that message, according to Paul, is Jesus 

Christ, and him crucified. 

When we put our faith in the newest fad that is supposed 

to transform those who are a part of it, we move our 
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spotlight from the one thing that holds us up (if you don’t 

mind me mixing metaphors), the one thing that brings us 

back into relationship with God. It’s not knowing all the 

most recent, ground breaking studies, it’s not about 

winning an argument about which Protestant Reformer 

was right, it’s not about having the highest Biblical 

academic credentials.  One of my first textbooks on the 

New Testament reminds the reader that, “Without the 

theology of the Cross, Christians boast in their knowledge 

even while their attitudes destroy weaker Christians.”5 “At 

best all our versions of Christianity are inadequate; but we 

would be saved much inadequacy if we tested them not by 

our own prejudices and presuppositions, nor by 

agreement with this or that theologian, but by setting them 

in the light of the New Testament and, above all, in the 

light of the Cross.”6 Our face in the frame hides the thorns 

in the brow of the One who those seeking hope, truth, and 

life are looking for… including you and me. 

It is easy to become so involved in the world, in our selfie 

view, that there exists nothing beyond it. And I admit that 

it’s really hard to change our worldview to one that sees 

through the eyes of the Risen savior, of one who sees 

others rather than focusing on ourselves. I came across a 

cartoon this past week while I was looking for a graphic 

to represent today’s message, and this pictorial story 

 
5 Carson, Moo, Morris. Introduction to the New Testament. p. 428 
6 Barclay, William. Corinthians. p. 33 
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shows that when we look at Jesus we see those who He 

calls to be His bride; the church and the lost He came to 

save. It is a move away from the selfie mindset into one 

that puts the 2 most important commandments in the 

foreground: paraphrased, they are Love God and love 

others. 

My favorite Bible commentator, William Barclay, writes, 

“We must pray to have the mind of Christ… One who 

thinks that nothing is more important than the satisfaction 

of the sex urge cannot understand the meaning of 

chastity; someone who ranks the amassing of material 

things as the supreme end of life cannot understand 

generosity; and a person who has never a thought beyond 

this world cannot understand the things of God.”7  

This is why Paul so stressed that he “resolved to know 

nothing while [he] was with [them] except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified,” so that it was plainly evident what the faith 

of a believer in our Lord put their faith in; not one who 

came in mighty victory by open warfare, deposing an 

earthly kingdom, but by the God of the Universe putting on 

humility, taking our sin upon him and the death that 

accompanies it, and thus overcoming not only the world, 

but the threat of the Evil One toward those who God loves.  

 
7 Barclay, William. Corinthians. p. 28 
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“The theology of the cross not only constitutes the basis of 

our salvation but also and inevitably teaches us how to live 

and serve – and such teaching is in radical 

contradistinction to a world dominated by self promotion 

and social climbing.”8 And you know what? I find it tiring 

trying to make sure my face is in the picture – both when I 

speak about our Lord Jesus Christ, as well as in the actual 

pictures people are taking. 

I have come to the realization that looking at myself will 

not be what brings me closer to God. Having my way be 

the right way will not show others the vision of the ministry 

we have beside those Jesus came to save around us. 

Songwriter and guitarist Phil Keaggy pens in his song 

Redemption:  

Do I want to be right or be redeemed? 

Will I be brilliant at the cost of being obscene? 

There is a life in this world and then the other side 

Time and space are curved by sin and might and pride 

Do I want to be right or be redeemed? 

It is in stepping aside and letting Jesus shine that will 

ultimately reach more deeply into the lives of those around 

me than anything I could think of doing.  

 
8 Carson, Moo, Morris. Introduction to the New Testament. p. 427 
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In 1 Corinthians 3:11, the apostle writes, “No one can lay 

any other foundation beside that which is already laid, 

which is Jesus Christ.” 

Wherever Paul went, he laid the same foundation... it was 

his primary goal to introduce men to Jesus Christ because 

it is in Him - and in Him alone - that we can find three 

things:  

1) Forgiveness for past sins. We find ourselves in a new 

relationship with God; where we were once His enemy, we 

discover that we have been adopted into His family. 

Where we once felt infinite remoteness, we now find 

tender intimacy. 

2) Strength for the present. Through the presence of 

Jesus we find courage to deal with what life throws at us, 

because we are no longer alone in a universe that is 

against us. We know that nothing can separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. The battles that 

we must face, we walk into with Christ at our side. 

3) Hope for the future. We no longer live in a world where 

the unknown future causes us fear because we know that 

God is in control, where death is no longer the end, where 

sin no longer holds us in bondage, where Jesus has 

prepared a place for us with Him for eternity. 

It’s like that great hymn says, “Pardon for sin and a peace 

that endureth, Thine own dear presence to cheer and to 
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guide; Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Great is Thy 

faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I 

see; All I have needed Thy hand hath provided - Great is Thy faithfulness, 

Lord, unto me!)” This is the foundation that Paul introduces 

those in Corinth to; not a myriad of ways, not a plethora of 

gods, not a message about how we need to take hold of 

the potential within us and become self-reliant, but Christ 

alone.  

Paul is addressing the concerns that the believers in 

Corinth have stressed some things too much and others 

too little; Barclay, in his commentary on this passage, 

points out that “they have allowed this lower side of their 

nature to dominate all their outlook [selfie!] and all their 

actions.” And he reminds us today that “It is our weakness 

that too often we have tried to talk men into Christianity 

instead of, in our own lives, showing them Christ.”9 That 

reminds me of the quote often attributed to St. Francis of 

Assisi: “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if 

necessary.” 

Like Paul, I admit that I do not come with eloquence or 

superior wisdom as I proclaim to you this testimony about 

God. I honestly come today – as our passage suggested – 

in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. This 

message and my words are not made with persuasive 

 
9 Barclay, William. Corinthians. p. 25 
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language, but rely wholly on the Spirit’s power… so that 

your faith may not rest on me, but on God’s power, 

assurance, and glory. 

For today – and hopefully tomorrow, and the next day – I 

resolve to know nothing while I am with you except Jesus 

Christ, and Him crucified. Jesus Christ, and Him 

resurrected. Jesus Christ, and Him ascended at the right 

hand of God the Father, from whom comes all glory, 

honor, power, and praise, today and forever. He must 

increase, and I must decrease. 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen 

 


