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FOR JUNE 6  DAVID: SHEPHERD KING 

[SLIDE 2]  PRAYER Please pray with me: God of the already and the not-yet ... as we give thanks 
for all that was ... as we celebrate all that is ... as we imagine all that will be ... we turn mind and 
heart to you. May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts, be acceptable in 
your gracious sight, O Lord, our rock and redeemer. Amen 
 
[SLIDE 3]  Welcome to week #9 of the sermon series, “Biblical Game Changers,” those who 
transformed the landscape OF human history, in partnership with their Creator. They are models 
of faithfulness, trust, strength and love. And so much more. 
 
[SLIDE 4] The panorama of these stories recalls Cousin Mordacai’s message to Queen Esther: 
perhaps you were brought here “For such a time as this…”  
 
[SLIDE 5] Today’s story helps us understand the heart. God’s heart, and how God nurtures the 
heart of others. It’s the story of a Biblical game changer named David, the shepherd king. He is 
descended from three other Biblical game changers, and his descendants are the earthly family 
of God’s beloved son.  
 
[SLIDE 6] Of David, God spoke to the prophet Samuel and said, “I have provided FOR MYSELF a 
king. In delivering that news to the current monarch, Samuel said, “The Lord has sought out a 
man after his own heart.”  
 
Of David it is said, “He brought a stone to a sword fight and killed a giant.” Beyond that, his 
music soothed a deranged king, and he became the public face of worship. David is the central 
character in 66 chapters over 5 Old Testament books: 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, and Ezekiel. His 
name appears in scripture more often than any other. He is one of Islam’s earliest prophets. 
 
In the New Testament, David’s name is mentioned 59 times, beginning with the very first verse 
of the very first chapter of Matthew’s gospel, the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, “the son of 
David...” From the Shepherd King to the Good Shepherd. The Apostle Paul reiterates this 
lineage in his first EPISTLE, Romans, Chapter 1:3, “...  concerning (God’s) Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh.” In Mark’s Gospel that Susan read for us, Jesus 
himself reaches back to the example of his ancestor David, to rebuke the Pharisees ... and 
declare of himself, “The Son of Man is Lord even of the sabbath.” And from the cross, Jesus cries 
the words of Psalm 22: DAVID’S WORDS-- My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
 
David the BIBLICAL game changer would leave BEHIND three enduring landmarks: 
 
[SLIDE 7] He took a JUMBLE of disparate tribes, and knit them together into ISRAEL, a single, 
unified PRESENCE in the ancient world. He brought to the kingdom political, military, economic 
and spiritual power. Millennia later ... the memory of the Promised Land would survive 
despersions, anti-Semitism and genocide ... and call the Jewish people home.  
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[SLIDE 8] He chose Jerusalem, an isolated, remote town, far from any trade routes, to be ZION, 
his home, and God’s... From the Philistines he rescued the Ark of the Covenant, the most sacred 
of God’s objects, and gave it a permanent home there. Author Simon Montefiore writes, 
“Jerusalem is the house of the one God, the capital of two peoples, the temple of three religions 
and she is the only city to exist TWICE—in heaven and on earth.” 
 
[SLIDE 9] He wrote and gathered together the Psalms: They are central to the identity of Jews 
and Christians alike. Through the ages, in song and prayer and spiritual energy, they give voice to 
the faithful who come before their Creator and Redeemer. No one relied on them more than 
David himself.  
 
These are the outsized reminders of David’s impact on history. On the other hand, David can BE 
remembered alongside Peter … another Biblical Game Changer who famously blew it ... and was 
restored. To apply a sentence from Pastor Bill’s recent sermon, “David became a Game Changer 
not because he never failed … but because he allowed God’s grace to restore him from his 
failures. That’s what Game Changers do.” 
 
[SLIDE 10] So what can we learn from David about BIBLICAL Game Changers? FIRST, THEY 
SHEPHERD OTHERS.  
 
To explore the heart and soul of this cultural entrepreneur, we’ll revisit the Psalms, beginning 
with the most beloved of all; the 23rd, the psalm of a shepherd.  
 
[SLIDE 11]  Speaking of David, The Rev. Dr. Yolanda Norton (San Francisco Theological Seminary) 
observed, “Leaders of Israel tend to be called when they are keeping sheep. In order to be called 
to shepherd God’s people … you need to be shepherd of God’s animals.” We’ll see that much of 
what David knew he learned from keeping the sheep.  
 
David was 16 years old when the prophet Samuel asked to see him. He was in the fields, tending 
the sheep. The youth came forward and Samuel anointed him as the future king. He first took 
the crown of Judah … at age 30. 7 1/2 years later he became King of Israel. His 14-year 
apprenticeship, if you will, mirrored that of his ancestor and Biblical game changer, Joseph, the 
shepherd boy who became ruler of Egypt. 
 
[SLIDE 12] WE turn to Phillip Keller, the beloved Australian pastor and sheep rancher and prolific 
author … to help us see shepherding THROUGH David’s eyes. From that setting David drew 
much of what he would need to clothe himself … and shepherd Israel. As you listen, recall what 
these words have meant, or could mean, in YOUR life circumstance. Psalm 23 

[SLIDE 13]  The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want 

From God’s perspective, sheep, AND people, are beloved, despite their shortcomings. They can 
be reactive and anxiety-filled and prone to make risky choices. Sheep have no natural defenses. 
They will only yield to a skilled, deliberte, attentive, steady presence. That was David. Even as a 
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youth, David was all those things to the sheep, and God was all those things to David ... and to 
you and me, if we give our hearts to the Lord. John 21:17 gives us Jesus’ final bidding to Peter: 
“If you love me, feed my sheep.” 

[SLIDE 14]  He makes me lie down in green pastures 
Sheep need green grass. But for sheep—or people--to rest well, ALL must be calm. That means:   

• No disturbances. A stray jackrabbit can cause the flock to bolt. A social media post can do the 
same to people. 

• Zero friction between the animals ... OR between neighbors, or parent and child. 

• A situation free of torment … whether by seasonal flies or parasites that tend to buzz around 
a sheep’s face … or a daily dose of politics.  

• And the sheep must be free of hunger; any desire for food will cause them to wander. 
Peoples’ desires can cause the same. 

 
Only the shepherd’s presence gives the flock this sense of complete release. In the quiet of the 
day or night, God offered the same to David, and extends the same to you and me.  
 
[SLIDE 15] He leads me beside still waters 
If not led to clean water … sheep will drink whatever they find. The safe water comes from grass, 
covered with morning dew … or deep wells … or springs and streams. And the water must be 
‘still.’ Any current or flow spooks the sheep and keeps them from drinking. 
 
Whether searching for pure water, or spiritual nourishment … David knew that God would 
provide for him … and his flock … As God had done for the Israelites in the desert … and for 
believers in every time and place. 
 
[SLIDE 16]  He restores my soul 
Only a shepherd understands the seriousness of finding a “cast down” sheep. This is an old 
English Shepherd‘s term for a sheep that has turned over on its back … and cannot get up again 
by itself. An otherwise strong, healthy animal is immobilized. If not quickly rescued, the sheep 
will die. It’s a question of who gets to it first; the shepherd, or the predator. 
 
As we’ll see in a few minutes, David had known helplessness in his own life. We all have. David 
knew … and we must remember … only God can bring wholeness and hope ... and grace, 
through our Risen Savior.  
 
[SLIDE 17] He leads me in the paths of righteousness 
If left to themselves … sheep will habitually follow the same trails until they become rutted. 
They will graze the same hills until they turn to wasteland. They will pollute THEIR own ground 
until it is corrupt with disease and parasites. They make risky, short-sighted choices. So do 
people. 
 
David moved the flock from pasture to pasture in a PRECISE plan of operation … just as God 
ushered David … and leads you and me … to safe places. 
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[SLIDE 18] Even though I walk through the dark valley, I fear no evil 
The lush high country is a remote setting. Getting the flock there often entails long ‘drives.’ 
There are lambs along for the first time. The sheep move slowly, feeding as they go. Meanwhile, 
the shepherd keeps watch for predators that can take cover in the nearby cliffs.  
 
The valley floor may be in dark shadow, with only a few hours of midday sun. Kinda feels like the 
year 2020, don’t you think? 
 
David was alone there with the sheep, and with God. The Creator kept company with David, and 
seeks the company of every believer ... waiting to animate our thoughts.  
 
[SLIDE 19] Your rod and staff they comfort me 
A shepherd in the field relies on a rod and staff that fits his hand exactly and is suited to his body 
size and strength. These are his weapons and he practices with them until their use is second 
nature. They are a bit like the Bible; with them the shepherd rescues, defends and disciplines. 
He counts each sheep as it passes under his rod. And he uses the rod to part the wool and 
examine the sheep for cuts or skin irritation.  
 
The Good Shepherd is intimately acquainted with every soul. His flock – you and me included--is 
cared for and comforted, and called by name.  
 
[SLIDE 20] You PREPARE a table before me in the presence of my enemies 
In some parts of the world the summer high country is known as tablelands. Elsewhere it is 
called “mesa,” the African and Spanish word for “table.” What David calls a “table” was actually 
the entire high summer range, with many hiding places for predators, the enemy of the sheep in 
his care. 
 
On the tableland the shepherd clears debris from the water holes and springs, and repairs the 
small earthen dams he has built. In this way he prepares the “table” for his own sheep in 
summer … just as God prepares the Table of Life for each of God’s children and calls US to come 
and partake. 
 
[SLIDE 21] You anoint my head with oil … my cup overflows 
In summer tiny nasal flies try to deposit their eggs in the sheep’s nose. This can cause severe 
inflammation and even blindness. At the first sign of flies … the shepherd will pour a mixture of 
linseed oil, sulfur and tar over the sheep‘s nose and head. 
 
Summertime is also “scab-time.” Scab is an irritating and highly contagious disease. In the Old 
Testament when it was declared … that the sacrificial lambs should be “without blemish,” a big 
concern was that the animal be free of scab. In David’s day … the remedy for scab was olive oil 
mixed with sulfur and spices. Meanwhile, David, the future king … was anointed with olive oil 
and rare spices ... Not a lot of difference between caregiver and king. 
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[SLIDE 22] Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me ALL the days of my life 
Having given care and attention on every level to the flock … knowing each by name and 
attributes … having survived, and saved the flock, by his skill and wits … having put the flock’s 
needs, and Israel’s needs, before his own … having relied on God every day and season … David 
gets it. And so can we. 
 
[SLIDE REMOVED] One more thing before we move on. Did you know, there are seasons, and 
colors, to the church year? We recognize Advent to Christmas, and Lent to Easter. We call the in 
between months “ordinary time,” and the color is green. “Ordinary time” is sometimes called 
“green, growing time.” It is when we are to put down deeper roots and grow our faith.  It’s a 
time of preparation. A time to watch and wait and learn and pray and cultivate the heart.  As we 
anticipate a change of pastoral leadership, God is calling East Woods to such a time. And God 
will provide a shepherd. 
 
[SLIDE 24] Let’s move on to the second lesson: BIBLICAL game changers KNOW who, and 
Whose, they are.  
 
[SLIDE 25] Jonathan Pokluda of The Porch BLOG on Leadership: reminds us that GOD led the 
future King on a path to HUMILITY and COURAGE.  While King Saul’s army fought the Philistines 
for 40 days … David would deliver food to his older brothers at the front … then return to the 
sheep. On one occasion he hears the giant Goliath challenge God’s people. He begs King Saul to 
let him take on Goliath … just as he had done with lions or bears that threatened the flock. Saul 
loads him down with heavy armor. But David stayed with what he knew, stones and a slingshot.  
 
Perhaps the lesson is that when we are called to be God’s eyes and ears and hands and heart ... 
to one another and the world ... God has already prepared us with all that we need. 
 
[SLIDE 26] David’s FAITH enabled him to be confident and strategic.   After all, God promised 
that David would be king. And since he was not yet king, that meant Goliath couldn’t kill him! It 
meant Saul couldn’t kill him. God’s anointing … had not yet been fulfilled. God’s promise … 
eclipsed any danger that might cross David’s path.  
 
Recall the times when your faith, or the faith of another,  propelled you forward, and God’s 
promise carried you or your family through, a crisis. That’s what game changers do. 
 
[SLIDE 27] God equipped young David with a remarkable skill stack. In 1 Samuel 16:18, a servant 
of King Saul describes David as being “skillful in playing a musical instrument, a man of valor, a 
warrior, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence ...  and the LORD is with him.” David 
recognized opportunities the Lord placed before him.  
 
But there’s more. People were drawn to David. Saul’s favorite son, Jonathan, pledged fidelity to 
David ... and the King’s second daughter, Michal, happily married the young hero. During years 
of hiding from the jealous King and his army, David attracted hundreds of followers and at least 
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2 other wives from prominent families in Judah. He made alliances with neighboring kingdoms, 
and defeated others.  
 
All this gave David a powerful sense of who … and Whose … he was… Twice he had the chance 
to kill Saul. But each time he said NO.  
 
[SLIDE 28] The first chance came when David was hiding in the caves of En Gedi, not far from the 
Dead Sea. Saul pursued David in the network of caves. But David sneaked up on Saul and 
managed to cut off a piece of long garment without the King’s notice. Later, when the two 
parties came face to face, David could prove he was no threat to the King. This happened a 
second time with the same result. David generated the respect of all and remorse from the King. 
Saul’s response was, “You are more righteous than I … Now I know … that the kingdom of Israel 
shall be established in your hand.” 
 
NOW, WE ALL KNOW THERE IS ANOTHER SIDE TO THIS STORY. Being human, with human scars 
and shortcomings, David sometimes forgot WHOSE he was, and turned away from the HEART of 
God.  
 
The Bible mostly skips over David’s early years. But from the deeper perspective of Jewish 
history and midrash tradition, and David’s own PSALM of lament, we learn some sad details of 
his upbringing. 
 
[SLIDE 29] He was born into one of Israel’s most illustrious Jewish families. HIS father, Yishai 
(Jesse, the Bethlehemite), was the leading TORAH authority of his day. David’s great-
grandparents were Boaz, a devout Jew, and his Moabite wife, Ruth, another Biblical Game 
Changer. Sadly, Jewish tradition tells of upheaval in Yishai’s household. Psalm 69 is David’s own 
lament of shame and being segregated from family and community life. He writes in part: 

 
[SLIDE 30] “...I have become a stranger to my kindred, an alien to my mother’s children... I am 
the subject of gossip for those who sit in the gate, and the drunkards make songs about me... 
Insults have broken my heart, so that I am in despair...” 
 
David was, if you’ll forgive the pun, the black sheep of the family. And while his 7 older brothers 
never threw David in a pit or lied to his father that a wild animal had killed him … he was 
targeted much like his ancestor, Joseph … ruler of Egypt.  
 
But ...  
  
[SLIDE 31]  Joseph behaved honorably when Potiphar’s wife came on to him. Tragically, David 
abandoned his honor with Bathsheba, wife of Uriah. God turned away from David and there was 
a heavy price to pay, both for David’s family and the kingdom. In the aftermath, David would 
bring his scars before God and beg for God’s mercy and forgiveness. Hear his cries in this well-
known Psalm #51, a prayer for Cleansing and Pardon: 
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 [SLIDE 32] To the leader. A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came to him, after he had 
gone in to Bathsheba. 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
 
[SLIDE 33]  10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 11 Do 
not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 12 Restore to 
me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 13 Then I will teach transgressors 
YOUR ways, and sinners will return to you. 
 
Out of David’s most monumental failure comes a Psalm that is the true revelation of the depth 
of God’s grace and mercy. It is there for you and me, just as it was for David.  
 
[SLIDE 34] FINALLY, BIBLICAL GAME CHANGERS SERVE THE GOD OF THE ALREADY AND THE 
NOT YET. 

[SLIDE 35]  Vince Miller of the organization called “Resolute” offers another side to what we can 
learn from David: 

Leadership originates on the inside. God chose David for the capacity of David’s heart. That’s 
developed in private BEFORE it can be exercised in public. It’s formed from our hidden 
convictions, beliefs, loyalties and motives; the things we keep coming back to after we lose our 
way.  

Skillful leadership is a learned ability. It happens with intent and by design. It’s a process, a 
system, not a goal. David learned with Bathsheba the pitfalls of overestimating one’s ability,  
and underestimating one’s deficits. By God’s grace, we can enjoy success, and learn from failure. 

Leadership is not about being the boss. Like shepherding, IT’S about stewardship and being 
responsible for the welfare of others. God gave David a lifetime to learn, and teach, this 
essential tenant of God’s law ... and Jesus’ gift to the Church. 

Often scripture tells of David inquiring of the Lord, and the Lord responding and providing for 
David’s needs. In 2 Samuel 7, David prays about God’s promises for David’s household. But listen 
to these words! There’s nothing exclusionary about God’s promise to David. Take David’s words 
to heart, claim them, and make them your own. 

2 SAM 7: David’s Prayer 

[SLIDE 36] David prayed to the Lord, “… your name will be magnified forever in the saying, 
‘The Lord of hosts is God over Israel’ (and Washington) and the house of your servant will be 
established before you. 27 For you, O Lord of hosts ... have made this revelation to your 
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SERVANT, saying, ‘I will build you a house’; therefore your servant has found courage to pray 
this prayer to you.  
 
[SLIDE 37] 28 And now, O Lord God, you are God, and your words are true, and you have 
promised this good thing to your servant; 29 Now therefore may it please you to bless the house 
of your servant, so that it may continue forever before you;  For you, O Lord God, have spoken, 
and with your blessing shall the house of your servant be blessed forever.”  
 
May it be so for your household, and mine. 

[SLIDE 38] Scripture tells us David’s final act of life was to see his son, Solomon, anointed king, 
and then give him this command, fulfilling the word of God brought via the Prophet Nathan. It’s 
a command that resonates to this day and beyond: Build God‘s House.  

And all God’s people said … Amen 
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BENEDICTION 
In this green, growing time, our charge is to remember God’s heart, and Jesus’ last words to 
Peter: Feed my sheep. In so doing, we will be fed and shepherded in grace and mercy. 
 
And now receive the benediction: 
As you go on your way may Christ go with you. 
May he go before you to show you the way 
May he go behind you to encourage you 
Above you to watch over 
Beside you to befriend you 
Within you to give you peace. 
 
And all Gods people said: AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 


