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Daniel: Resolute Representative Sermon       May 30, 2021 

1 Timothy 4:11-16; Daniel 1:8-17       Series: Biblical Game Changers 

 
11 These are the things you must insist on and teach. 12 Let no one despise 
your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, 
in faith, in purity. 13 Until I arrive, give attention to the public reading of 
scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, 
which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the 
council of elders. 15 Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, 
so that all may see your progress. 16 Pay close attention to yourself and to 
your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing this you will save both 
yourself and your hearers. 
 
 

[Video – “Greater Love”]  Turning our Taps to Amazing Grace. 
 
[Series slide] When I first saw that video this past week, I thought, 
“That’s pretty heavy for a worship video right before my sermon.”  I was 
close to choosing something else.  But, I couldn’t shake a couple of things 
about the video that fit well for this sermon about Daniel, today’s Biblical 
Game Changer.  The first thing was the appropriateness of the tone of the 
video for Memorial Day and for the events that are memorialized in first 
chapter of the Book of Daniel.  The beginning of the book of Daniel is a 
story of enormous, life-changing tragedy and loss.  If we really try to 
imagine what the experience of exile was like for the Hebrew people after 
the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and destroyed so many Jewish lives 
and so much of the Jewish lifestyle, we will inevitably feel some of the 
heaviness that has been felt by those in our world who have lost a loved one 
in the midst of combat and military violence.   
 
In fact, just this week, Jerusalem resident Gershom Gorenberg wrote 
this reflection in the Washington Post.  “I remember the first time I saw a 
pool of blood after a terrorist bombing in my [Jerusalem] neighborhood, 
and the first time I saw torn pieces of what had been a person on a 
downtown storefront. Bombs did not liberate anyone. If you have looked on 
these things, and you now hear of the rockets hitting Israel and buildings 
bombed in Gaza, then it is impossible to bear hearing people far away talk 
with certainty about which missiles are evil and which are necessary. 
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Weep, damn it, weep for us. Weep for this place in the season of wildflowers 
when it should be beautiful, weep for the dead and the living, weep for God 
who can’t get us to stop, weep for humanity.” 
 
As the writer of Ecclesiastes reminded us, there are seasons for 
laughing and dancing (which we do well), but there are also seasons for 
weeping and mourning.  I appreciate that the video offered us 
encouragement to do that on a day like today – for those who have fallen in 
military violence around the world.   
 
But, the video isn’t just about sadness and death and loss.  The second thing 
I’ve come to love about it is the way its theme moves from tragedy toward 
victory through music.  Did you notice that the music made a beautiful, 
gospel turn – starting with “Taps” and then leading into “Amazing Grace.”  
From death to life, from the consequences of human sin and violence to the 
life-giving hope of God’s favor and the promise of resurrection life for those 
who put our faith and trust in the Lord.  Daniel’s story took that gospel 
turn.  And, Daniel’s role in bringing about that gospel turn is the reason I 
chose him as our Biblical Game Changer for today.   
 
If you’ll open your Bibles to the Book of Daniel, we’re going to begin looking 
at Daniel’s story right at the beginning of Chapter 1.  Daniel is found in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, what we call the Old Testament, right at the end of the 
section of the major prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and then Daniel.  
In this introduction, we’re going to hear about the fate of the Southern 
Hebrew Kingdom, the Kingdom of Judah.  And, more importantly, we’re 
going to hear about how the Hebrew boy named Daniel responded to the 
overwhelming circumstances unfolding around him.  So, let’s listen 
together now to the word of the Lord: 
 
1 In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord 
let King Jehoiakim of Judah fall into his power, as well as some of the 
vessels of the house of God. These [Nebuchadnezzar] brought to the land of 
Shinar, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his gods.   
3 Then the king commanded his palace master Ashpenaz to bring some of 
the Israelites of the royal family and of the nobility, 4 young men without 
physical defect and handsome, versed in every branch of wisdom, endowed 
with knowledge and insight, and competent to serve in the king’s palace; 
they were to be taught the literature and language of the Chaldeans.  
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5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the royal rations of food and 
wine. They were to be educated for three years, so that at the end of that 
time they could be stationed in the king’s court. 6 Among them were Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, from the tribe of Judah. 7 The palace 
master gave them other names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he 
called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called 
Abednego.  We’ll pause there and come back to the story in a few minutes. 
 
These first seven verses of Daniel’s story paint a picture of almost total loss 
for God’s people.  For us, this would be like losing our home, our church, 
our symbols of God’s promises, our freedom, our culture, many of our 
family members, and the best and brightest of our children – who represent 
our future – all to an invading enemy who disregards God and all in a few 
days’ time.  That’s the kind of experience that leads people to lose all hope 
and that leads some people to respond with acts of violence and 
desperation.  
 
We’ve seen some of that in the past year or so.  Haven’t we?  Some of you 
may have been feeling that as a Christian in this culture for a long time 
already.  It may feel like there have been so many changes in the world 
around you that you have found yourself asking questions like, “What’s left 
of the world I once knew?  How do I continue living in a place where I feel 
so out of place?  If things keep going like this, where are we going to end up, 
and is there anything I can do to change or to stop it?”  For you this year, 
Memorial Day may be taking on a much larger meaning as you lay to rest 
many of the things you’ve treasured and simply mourn their loss.   
 
For those of us feeling any of that, Daniel gives us a great example of some 
ways to respond.  In contrast to Peter’s example of imperfect last week, 
Daniel stands as an almost perfect model of faithfulness and resolute 
righteousness – the kind that points us to Christ who is the perfect model 
for us.  Daniel is a Game Changer for us because he didn’t let Taps have the 
last word.  As a representative of God and God’s people, he turned Taps to 
Amazing Grace.  That’s what Game Changers do.  So, let’s look this morning 
at a few things Game Changers can do in following Daniel’s example. 
 
First, Game Changers refuse to compromise their integrity.  Game 
Changers refuse to compromise their integrity.  In verse 9, in the face of 
King Nebuchadneszzar’s demands to break the purity laws God had 
established for the Jews, we see that “Daniel resolved that he would not 
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defile himself with the royal rations of food and wine; so he asked the 
palace master to allow him not to defile himself.”   
 
We don’t hear that Daniel protested when he was taken away from his 
family.  We don’t hear that Daniel raised a fuss when the palace master of 
Babylon stripped him of his Hebrew name in exchange for a pagan, 
Babylonian name.  But, as soon as the king assigned food and drink that 
had been dedicated to Babylon’s false gods, Daniel respectfully took a 
stand.  He didn’t try to change the laws for everyone.  He didn’t lash out in 
violent protest.  He resolved for himself that he would be true to his 
convictions and to God’s ways for his life, and so he took the risk of 
respectfully asking the palace master for special treatment.  It could have 
gotten him and all of his fellow Israelites killed, but Daniel chose to be 
ruled by God’s word and by his own integrity rather than by fear.   
 
This is consistent with the character of Daniel and his fellow Israelites.  
Whether facing the fiery furnace or the lion’s den, each of them stood firm 
in his convictions and chose integrity over fear.   
 
I’ll say more about this in a minute, but Daniel’s name in Hebrew was 
significant as an identity for him.  His name means “God is my judge.”  
And, that’s how Daniel chose to live, knowing that he was responsible for 
his own decisions before the Lord.   
 
Now, not many of us in here are named Daniel, but I want to ask all of us if 
we are living with a clear awareness of our own accountability 
before God.  Jesus referred to this as taking the log out of our own eye 
first.  Right?  Before judging others or criticizing others or worrying about 
how others are living, are you recognizing your own accountability before 
God?  If you are a person called by Jesus’ name, are you making choices 
that are consistent with the call of Christ on your life?   
 
This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be involved in shaping our world for the 
better or speaking the truth in love to gently correct others for their good.  
It simply means that our decisions and priorities need to reflect an 
awareness of our own accountability to live as God has called us and 
created us to live.  
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Part of what made Daniel remarkable in his response is that he was young 
when all of this was happening.  Scholars suggest he was likely around 15 
years old when Babylon kidnapped him and began enculturating him.  Our 
culture makes a lot of excuses for the bad behavior that so often goes along 
with teenage years and mid-adolescence.  “Boys will be boys.  They’re just 
kids.  That kind of partying is pretty normal experimentation at that age.” 
 
But, listen again to the Apostle Paul’s charge to his young apprentice 
Timothy from our New Testament reading.  Paul wrote, “Let no one 
despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech 
and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12)   
 
That’s exactly the kind of example Daniel set for his fellow Hebrews and for 
all of us.  After resolving not to break God’s laws and courageously asking 
the palace master to uphold his convictions, we read this in the next 
verses of Chapter 1.  
 

9 Now God allowed Daniel to receive favor and compassion from the palace 
master. 10 The palace master said to Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the 
king; he has appointed your food and your drink. If he should see you in 
poorer condition than the other young men of your own age, you would 
endanger my head with the king.”  
11 Then Daniel asked the guard whom the palace master had appointed 
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 12 “Please test your servants 
for ten days. Let us be given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 You can 
then compare our appearance with the appearance of the young men who 
eat the royal rations, and deal with your servants according to what you 
observe.”  
14 So he agreed to this proposal and tested them for ten days. 15 At the 
end of ten days it was observed that they appeared better and fatter than all 
the young men who had been eating the royal rations.  
 
Daniel’s integrity paid off and raised the bar of quality for everyone in 
Babylon’s royal court to see.  Through Daniel, God was showing off a little 
bit.  But friends, if a 15-year-old could do that with God’s strength in the 
circumstances Daniel was facing, I think we who are older and in far less 
desperate situations can live with that kind of integrity, too.   
 
Let’s not let the fears in our lives or the fears in our culture determine our 
choices, like they did for the palace master who was afraid of the king.  Let’s 
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instead be guided by God’s word and God’s ways and the convictions of the 
Spirit to live with integrity.  That’s what Daniel did.  That’s what Game 
Changers do.  
 
Secondly, Game Changers rest in their God-given identity.  Game 
Changers rest in their God-given identity.  That’s another thing I see in 
Daniel’s example.   
 
Do you remember that new name the Babylonian palace master assigned to 
Daniel?  It was Belteshazzar.  In the language of Babylon, the name 
Belteshazzar meant “Bel’s Protector” or “Prince of Bel.”  Bel was another 
name for Ba’al, one of the pagan gods of the Babylonians.  Bel was the god 
of weather, the one the Babylonians believed was responsible for things like 
rain.  And, of course, rain in the deserts of the middle east means the 
difference between thriving or dying.  So, King Nebuchadnezzar 
strategically worked to bring in the best and brightest of the Hebrew young 
men, to strip them of their Hebrew identity and culture, and to give them 
identities pleasing to the culture and gods of Babylon.  The name change 
from Daniel “God is my judge” to Belteshazzar “Ba’al is my King” was a lot 
more than just a name change.  It was meant to represent a total shift of 
identity and allegiance to Babylon and the false gods of their worship.   
 
Can you see the temptation in that?  Daniel, your God wants to judge you.  
Ba’al, who has already defeated your God’s temple and people and land and 
sacred relics, Ba’al wants to make you a prince.  All you have to do is take 
this new name and accept Bel as your king, and all of this can be yours.   
 
Does that temptation sound familiar?  Of course.  It’s the same 
temptation Satan used with Jesus in the wilderness.  The world can be 
yours, all of your suffering can go away, and you can be powerful and 
popular and prominent, if you’ll just reject the Lord and bow down to me.   
 
But... and that’s the key word in verse 8 that signals Daniel’s line in the 
sand, but Daniel isn’t known to us as Belteshazzar.  He never became the 
Prince under Ba’al.  In his heart, and in his story, and in his decisions, he 
chose to rest in his God-given identity.  He would forever be Daniel, “God is 
my judge.”   
 
Again, Paul had good words for Timothy about this in our New Testament 
passage.  Paul’s advice was this:  
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“Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these 
things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers.” (1 
Timothy 4:16) 
 
Are you paying close attention to what defines your identity?  Our culture 
will be happy to help you define who you are.  It’s your job.  It’s your 
wealth.  It’s the appearance of your home or the appearance of your body.  
Even within Christianity, we do this.  It’s the fruitfulness of your ministry or 
how generous you are or how well you use your talents or time.   
 
We need to remember that our identity first and foremost is defined by 
God.  We are children of God.  We are...  
 
As Daniel knew, in the end, it’s really only God’s judgement of us that 
matters.  And, thanks be to God, Christ’s death on the cross offers us the 
gift of being justified before the judgment seat.  We are judged on the basis 
of Christ’s sacrifice, not on the basis of our sin.  We are faithful sinners set 
free by the graceful savior of the world.  That is God’s gift to us.  We have 
the privilege of resting in that God-given identity.  The rest of the world can 
judge us and identify us however they want.  As for you, Child of God, you 
rest in your God-given identity.  That’s what Daniel did.  That’s what Game 
Changers do.   
 
Last reflection for this morning.  It’s this.  Daniel reminds us that Game 
Changers recognize God’s intentionality.  Game Changers recognize 
God’s intentionality.   
 
Though the circumstances of our world may seem to be spiraling out of 
control, as they did for Daniel’s people, and though it may seem like God 
had lost or wandered away from them, as it did for Daniel’s people, God 
was working all the time to work things together for the good and for the 
redemption of His beloved.  Three times in Chapter one, the writer of 
Daniel’s story intentionally declared that God was intentionally using the 
circumstances of the exile for important purposes.   
 
Though in verse 1 we read that the king who worshiped Nebu came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it, in verse 2 we read that 2 “The Lord let King 
Jehoiakim of Judah fall into his power, as well as some of the vessels of the 
house of God.” 
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Though Daniel was put in a situation where he had to choose between 
risking his safety and compromising his integrity, verse 9 tells us that 
“God allowed Daniel to receive favor and compassion from the palace 
master.” 
 

And, though the king of Bablyon believed he had the formula for producing 
the best and brightest young people in the world, verse 17 reminds us 
that “To these four young men God gave knowledge and skill in every 
aspect of literature and wisdom; Daniel also had insight into all visions and 
dreams.” 
 

Though the Israelites of Daniel’s day had broken God’s commandments and 
were in many ways deserving of God’s judgment, God had a plan to use a 
chosen and faithful servant to bring redemption His wayward people.  We 
think the Trojan horse is the ultimate example of that sort of inside job, but 
God has been intentionally working surprise endings from the inside since 
the very beginning.  
 

We saw this with Joseph.  What his brothers intended for harm, God meant 
it for good.  We saw it with Job.  What Satan meant for harm, God 
purposed it for good.  We see it with Jesus.  What Satan meant for harm at 
the cross, God meant it for good.  God was in charge the whole time.  God 
can’t be tricked or stumped or out-witted or fooled.  God is always on the 
throne.  He is always in charge.  He always wins.  God is good, all the time.  
And, all the time, God is good.   
 
Be encouraged this morning, my friends, God is already busy doing an 
inside job with you.  That Holy Spirit you bear by faith through Christ’s 
sacrifice and promise, that Spirit is God’s gift and promise and deposit who 
is intentionally at work transforming you into His likeness.   
 

Again, in Paul’s message to Timothy, he wrote, “Do not neglect the 
gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying 
on of hands by the council of elders.  Put these things into practice, devote 
yourself to them, so that all may see your progress.”   (1 Timothy 4:14-15) 
That’s what Daniel did.  That’s what Game Changers do.   
 

By God’s grace, in the example of Daniel and ultimately of Christ, we can be 
people who refuse to compromise our integrity, who rest in our God-given 
identity, and who recognize God’s intentionality with trust in the God who 
is always at work.  On memorial days, that helps us help others turn Taps 
into Amazing Grace.  Let’s continue in that model for God’s glory.  Amen?  
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CHARGE / BENEDICTION 
 
I have one last thought to share this morning as part of my charge and 
benediction to you.  As we’ve been packing up items at our house, I came 
across a poster I got in college that has a wonderful quote from Corrie ten 
Boom on it.  Corrie was part of a Dutch Christian family who used their 
home to help Jews escape the Nazis.  Her story and books are amazing, if 
you’re not familiar with them.   
 
The last line is the quote from the poster, but these words leading up to the 
last line are amazing, too.  Anyway, hear these closing words from our 
memorialized sister, Corrie ten Boom 
 
“It is not my ability, but my response to God's ability, that 
counts.  When a train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, you 
don’t throw away the ticket and jump off. You sit still and trust 
the engineer.  Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a 
known God.”   Corrie ten Boom 
 
Taps to Amazing Grace.  That’s what Game Changers do.  
 
May the love... 
 
May the peace of Christ... 
 
 


