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“Belonging Together”               March 7, 2021 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Romans 12:3-10       Series: 40 Days of Community 
 
9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 
toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone 
and falls and does not have another to help. 11 Again, if two lie together, 
they keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though one 
might prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is 
not quickly broken. 
 

Video: “Plus” 

At its heart, that question is a question of belonging.  Can we count you 
in?  When that question is asked, the ‘we’ that is ‘in’ extends an invitation 
indicating that we want the ‘you’ that is not yet ‘in’ to join us in our ‘in-ness’ 
– a church, a club, a cult, a company, a team, a group of subscribers or 
investors, a family.  You’re out there.  We think you belong in here.  What 
do you think?  Can we count you in?   
 
Have you been asked in along the way?  Have you invited someone else in?  
Or, on the flip side, have you been ignored, or kept out, or kept someone 
else out.  
 
Decades of research has told us that the need to belong is one of the most 
central parts in the formation of our identity and the maintenance of our 
health.  In an article from Stanford University, social phycologist 
Gregory Walton wrote that “belonging is a psychological lever that has 
broad consequences.  Our interests, motivation, health and happiness are 
inextricably tied to the feeling that we belong to a greater community that 
may share common interests and aspirations.” 

 
The answers to our questions of belonging matter.  Who wants me in?  
Where do I actually fit it?  What’s my tribe?  Who are my people?  Where do 
I want to belong but am not yet welcomed or acknowledged?   
 
During my freshman year in college, four of my fraternity pledge brothers 
had started attending a student-led discipleship group called Tuesday Night 
Fellowship, and it turned out there was a certain female attending the 
group that I was definitely interested in fellowshipping with.   
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So, when they asked me, “Can we count you in?” I said, “Is she going to be 
there?”  They said, “Yes.”  I said, “Yes.”  I went for the girl, but I still wear 
the shirt because of the shared fellowship with people who loved Jesus, 
loved me, and helped me learn to love Jesus, too.   
 
At a church called East Woods in Vancouver, WA, there is this Men’s 
Fellowship that was meeting at a brew pub across the street for years.  And, 
when I showed up to be their pastor, they asked, “Can we count you in?”... 
you know, purely out of obligation and morbid curiosity.  And, because 
there was beer, I said, “Yes.”  It’s possible that I really went for the beer, but 
I still show up on Zoom once a month – usually with a concealed beer in 
hand – because of the shared fellowship with people who love Jesus and 
have loved me and are still helping me learn to love Jesus, too.  
 
Before I even knew what the word “fellowship” meant, Christian fellowship 
was giving me a community where I could believe and belong and 
become more like Jesus.  And, I’m guessing that you’re here today, too, 
because in some way or another, the question was asked of you.  “Can we 
count you in?”  And, whatever you came for, you’ve found people who love 
Jesus and love you and have helped you to believe and belong & become 
more like Christ. 
 
The Apostle Paul described the fellowship of believers well in several of his 
letters.  But, I mostly want to look at Romans Chapter 12 this morning, 
starting in verse 3.  So, if you want to turn there in your Bible with me or 
look to the screens, I’ll read this great passage for us and then offer some 
reflections on fellowship as we prepare to come to the Lord’s Table.   
 
Romans 12:3-10.  Paul wrote: 3 For by the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, 
and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  
6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 
in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, 
in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.9 Let love be genuine; hate 
what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 
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This is the word of the Lord for us on this first Sunday of March in 2021.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
At its roots, the English word fellowship refers to a condition of 
companionship or togetherness.   
 
In the Greek portions of our New Testament, the word most often 
translated as fellowship is the word koinonia.  (Wanna try it with me?  
Koin-o-nia)  Despite the fact that the first part of the word fellowship is 
fellow, koinonia is a feminine noun in Greek.  Thank you, ladies.  
Henceforth, we will sing, “For she’s a jolly good fellow, for she’s a jolly good 
fellow.”  Anyway, koinonia is about what’s shared in common as the basis of 
our companionship and community... about what we embrace when we say 
“Yes” to the question, “Can we count you in?” And, that’s why I’m 
emphasizing the words belonging, believing, and becoming.  These, the 
Bible tells us, are the fundamental, shared elements of our fellowship in the 
community of Christ-followers.  So, let’s look at these aspects of fellowship.   
 
First, fellowship is about shared believing. 
In all facets of life, people gather together because of shared beliefs in 
something.  Whether it’s church or around a table, in a theater or in line for 
a vaccination, whittle it down enough and you will find a shared belief at 
the heart of the participants’ reasons for being in that place – even if it’s as 
general as a belief in the value of life or the power of music.  
 
When Luke the Evangelist wrote the New Testament Acts of the Apostles in 
the 1st Century, he described the dynamic relationship between fellowship 
and shared belief.  You may recall that, on the Day of Pentecost, after the 
Holy Spirit filled the disciples, they miraculously spoke in ways that 
allowed people from other cultures and languages to understand them.  
Simon Peter then seized the evangelistic moment and shared the message 
about Jesus as the crucified and resurrected Savior from God.  As Luke 
wrote, many of the people were cut to the heart, and about 3,000 people 
welcomed the message, were baptized, and were added as believers.   
 
Luke went on from there to write this in Acts Chapter 2 at verse 42, “42 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.  43 Awe came upon everyone, because 
many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.   
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44 All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved.” 
 
What Luke described was the church in its infancy.  And, I think it’s 
amazing that, right after those first 3,000 converts embraced a shared 
belief in Jesus as Savior, they devoted themselves to shared fellowship so 
they could share in the practices of our faith – discipleship and worship, 
generous care and grateful prayer.  And, because of the strength of that 
shared fellowship, day by day, the Lord added to the number of those who 
believed.  Christian faith grew into Christian fellowship, which grew into 
more Christian faith and more Christian fellowship.  That’s the power of 
faith-based fellowship.  And, here we are today, continuing that pattern.   
 
One of the key purposes of Christian fellowship is to provide a place for 
faith and belief in Christ to be shared and nurtured and practiced.   
As I mentioned when we welcomed Kathy and Steph in membership last 
Sunday, the primary requirements for membership in our denomination 
are faith in Christ and a commitment to practice and grow in faith in a 
specific congregational fellowship.  So, when new members say, “Count me 
in!” part of our responsibility as a congregation is to provide a setting where 
those who are newly committed to this fellowship can do those things – 
through discipleship and worship, stewardship and mission and ministry.   
 
But, there’s another level of belief we need to consider in our fellowship, 
too.  There will always be people in our lives and communities who are 
simply beginning to believe that Jesus is worth checking out or that a 
church may be a place where love and God’s presence can be experienced.  I 
think those are the kinds of beliefs Jesus described as mustard seeds of 
faith.  And I think we need to welcome those mustard seed beliefs with the 
healthy soil of strong fellowship so that they can be watered and nurtured 
and grown.  And, that’s brings us to the next aspect of fellowship the Bible 
addresses.    
 
Because, as much as fellowship is about shared belief, fellowship is also 
about shared belonging. 
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The Apostle Paul wrote about one aspect of that in his New Testament letter 
to the Romans.  In verses 4-5 of Chapter 12, Paul wrote this, “4 For just as 
each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others” (New International Version).  
 
This metaphor of a human body that Paul used is meant to help us 
understand how shared belief creates shared belonging for us.   
 
When we are gifted with faith in Jesus as Savior, that gifting gives way to a 
grafting into God’s body, the body of Christ.  And, just as my hand shares 
my body’s responsibility to take care of my eye, and my eye shares my 
body’s responsibility to care for my hand, so it is with our shared belonging 
as members of the body of Christ.  As much as we belong to God, we belong 
to one another as fellow members of Christ’s body.  Our lives belong to each 
other.  Our resources belong to each other, and we share a mutual 
responsibility for each other’s care.  
 
One of my favorite examples of this understanding of fellowship and 
belonging came from the life of my friend, Walt Henegar.  I’ve mentioned 
him before.  Walt was my fraternity pledge dad and he was the leader and 
speaker of Tuesday Night Fellowship, my college fellowship group.   
 
And one of the things I appreciated early on in Walt was his perspective on 
stewardship.  I didn’t have a car during college, and I didn’t have a lot of 
stuff.  So, I was often in need of rides and regularly looking to borrow things 
like camping gear and musical instruments, all of which Walt had.  And, he 
was so generous in making himself and his resources available.  When he’d 
drive me somewhere and I’d thank him, he’d say, “This is no big deal, man.  
This is all stuff God has loaned me for blessing.  All I have to do is sit here, 
press these pedals, turn this wheel, and enjoy your company.  I feel 
blessed!”  Or, if I he knew I was going camping, he’d say, “You need to 
borrow God’s sleeping bag?  He’s just letting me look after it.  So, if I don’t 
need it, and you’ll take care of it, you’re more than welcome to use it.”  
 
That’s how we should all approach belonging.  Not just our belongings, but 
our approach in belonging to one another, too.  Everything we have really 
belongs to God and we’re just blessed with the opportunity to be stewards 
of it rather than owners of it.   



 6 

When we know we’re part of the body of the Christ who gave himself as a 
sacrifice, we make sacrifices to take care of the other members of the body 
we’re part of, knowing that the health of one member is good for the health 
of all.   
 
This is all good for those who are already members among us, but how 
about those prospective members of the body of Christ or the body of East 
Woods who aren’t yet sharing fellowship among us?  How does Jesus direct 
his body to share belonging with them?   
 
One way to answer that question is to look at how Jesus directed his own 
physical body before he was crucified and raised.  And, I believe the 
overwhelming pattern in Jesus’ life was the movement of his 
body toward hurting, lost, and sinful people for the sake of 
gathering them into fellowship in the kingdom of God.  He used 
his feet to walk toward those everyone else walked away from.  He used his 
hands to heal and to bless and to touch and to point out the evidence of 
God’s kingdom in the everyday world all around them.  The message and 
invitation of his mouth was radically inclusive.  Where the religious 
authorities of the day stood at a distance from sinners and asked 
judgmentally, “Hmmm, can we count you in?” Jesus instead threw open the 
doors to the heavenly wedding feast and asked with graceful hopefulness, 
“Can we count you in?”   
 
Yes, some were unfit for the kingdom, but it wasn’t because Jesus counted 
them out.  Jesus simply knew that the cost of discipleship and the gospel of 
mercy were so radical for some that they would opt out or drop out and 
miss out.   And, if we are to follow in the footsteps of Jesus as the present 
day body of Christ, we need the members of this body to build shared 
fellowship through radical inclusiveness.   
 
The culture outside of churches is telling us that too many Christians have 
made people feel like they don’t belong.  Many may have felt the mustard 
seed of belief drawing them to learn more about Jesus and about the 
church, but Christian culture has told them they don’t belong even before 
they show up.  Something has created an artificial picture for them of who 
belongs in church – someone in this political party with this appearance 
and these relationships and this sexual orientation.  If they don’t fit the 
mold, they believe they don’t belong. 
 



 7 

Similarly, many brave souls who have actually found their way into 
Christian fellowship have been told they needed to change who they are or 
what they look like to belong. Rather than belonging to one another, 
fellowship becomes about excluding some and including others so that we 
protect the image of the body of Christ we believe is right.   
 
 Though there are times for protecting the fellowship of the church in the 
face of toxicity and heresy, we need to let love rather than fear lead us in 
our approach to fellowship and belonging.  If Jesus could choose bodily 
fellowship with disciples as motley and diverse as a tax collector and a 
Zealot, we can embrace diversity and differences among those who belong.  
If Jesus could choose to build his church on Peter – who rejected Jesus’ 
messianic plan, who attacked the temple guard in spite of Jesus’ teachings 
about love, who denied Christ three times during Jesus’ darkest and 
loneliest hour – if Jesus believed people like Peter belonged, we need to 
make sure we’re not building barriers against those God wants in. 
 
When I got the invitation to officiate Kevin and Tiffany’s wedding last 
January, I didn’t make changes to the list of people they’d invited.  That’s 
not my role.  But, consciously or unconsciously, Christians often do this in 
the way we protect fellowship and belonging.  We cross people off of God’s 
wedding list without any concern for God’s desire for them to be included. 
The Bible describes the church as the bride of Christ.  We are preparing for 
the eternal wedding of the bride to our bridegroom.  It’s not our job to 
dictate God’s wedding list by excluding people God wants included.  
 
For that reason, fellowship will require us to be humble and honest in 
recognizing that none of us is perfect but are all still works in progress.  
That’s the last point I want to offer about fellowship this morning.     
 
I believe the Bible tells us that fellowship is about shared becoming.  
 
Though we may share belief and share belonging, none of us is perfect yet.  
Every one of us is still a work in progress.  And, our fellowship should 
acknowledge and celebrate that every one of us is still on the road with 
Jesus, sharing the journey to becoming what God has created us for by His 
love and grace.   
 
Probably no book in the New Testament says this better than Philippians.  
Listen to what Paul wrote about our shared journey of becoming.     
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Philippians 1:6 – 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  
 
And, probably best of all is Philippians 3:10-17, where Paul wrote:  
 
10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing 
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead.  
12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; 
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 
thing I do:  
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God 
in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us then who are mature be of the same 
mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to 
you. 16 Only let us hold fast to what we have attained. 17 Brothers and 
sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 
example you have in us. 
 
We are not the fellowship of those who have it all figured out.  We’re the 
fellowship of those who are becoming like Christ in his death and 
resurrection.  We’re the fellowship of those pressing on toward the call of 
God in Christ Jesus, because we haven’t already become everything God 
created us to be.  
 
So, let’s not be Pharisaic in our fellowship.  Let’s celebrate our 
shared belief, our shared belonging, and our shared becoming. The 
kingdom of God is at hand; so let the body of Christ say, “Can we count you 
in?”    
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For Bill to read at the Benediction 
“The Fellowship of the Unashamed” 
 
"I’m part of the fellowship of the unashamed.  The dye has been 
cast.  I have stepped over the line.  The decision has been made.  I 
am a disciple of Jesus Christ.  I won’t look back, let up, slow down, 
back away, or be still. 
 
My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is 
secure.  I’m finished and done with low living, sight walking, 
smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed visions, worldly talking, 
cheap giving, and dwarfed goals.  
 
My face is set, my gate is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is 
narrow, my way is rough, my companions are few, my guide is 
reliable, my mission is clear. I won’t give up, shut up, let up, until 
I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up for the cause of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
I must go till He comes, give till I drop, preach till everyone 
knows, work till He stops me; and when He comes for His own, 
He will have no trouble recognizing me because my banner will 
have been clear." 
 
I am part of the fellowship of the unashamed.  Can we count you 
in?  
 
If you are ready to take the next step – talk to someone.  
If you need prayer – talk to someone.  


