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Gateway News
The Hillsboro FMC celebrated a
debt-free building with a
mortgage burning on Sunday.
Supt. Tolly preached and helped
celebrate this milestone!
Click here to view worship serviceClick here to view worship service

Moundford FMC celebrated theMoundford FMC celebrated the
rededication of their sanctuaryrededication of their sanctuary
on Sunday, October 11.on Sunday, October 11.

http://gatewayfmcusa.org/home
http://gatewayfmcusa.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1169249073095282/?ref=bookmarks
https://lightandlifemagazine.com/
https://www.facebook.com/117530554931532/videos/627500537897411
http://gatewayfmcusa.org/home


The sanctuary was vandalized aThe sanctuary was vandalized a
few months ago and thefew months ago and the
Moundford church has shownMoundford church has shown
their love for people and Histheir love for people and His
Kingdom by showing grace andKingdom by showing grace and
mercy during this time.mercy during this time.

Don't forget to
change your clocks.
Fall back one hour
on October 31st.

Reminder regarding State of Illinois RequirementsReminder regarding State of Illinois Requirements
An important reminder that effectiveAn important reminder that effective
January 1, 2020, the State of IllinoisJanuary 1, 2020, the State of Illinois
began requiring that all businessesbegan requiring that all businesses
must provide annual anti-harassmentmust provide annual anti-harassment
training for employees and also do thetraining for employees and also do the
following:following:

Include information in an employeeInclude information in an employee
handbook concerning employees'handbook concerning employees'
rights under the law, including therights under the law, including the
right to be free from unlawfulright to be free from unlawful
discrimination and sexual harassment and the right todiscrimination and sexual harassment and the right to
reasonable accommodations based on pregnancy and disability.reasonable accommodations based on pregnancy and disability.

This information should also be posted in your workplace.This information should also be posted in your workplace.

This information was sent in January with the followingThis information was sent in January with the following
resources to make it easier for our Gateway Churches toresources to make it easier for our Gateway Churches to
comply.comply.

Gateway Conference is providing an employee handbook that
has the information above along with other important items. All
of our churches should have an employee handbook in place.

This handbook can be modified by your church regarding your
holidays, staff vacation, etc. Any legal requirements should not



be taken out. Links for all items listed will be provided at the
bottom.

We are providing a power point made by the State of IllinoisWe are providing a power point made by the State of Illinois
that you can modify for training employees and a copy of thethat you can modify for training employees and a copy of the
acknowledgement we had appointed pastors sign after theyacknowledgement we had appointed pastors sign after they
viewed our anti-harassment video from last year that you canviewed our anti-harassment video from last year that you can
modify.modify.

Click here for link for Employee Handbook.

Click here for Anti-Harassment form

Click here to download powerpoint training on HarassmentClick here to download powerpoint training on Harassment
from State of Illinoisfrom State of Illinois

Click here to download State of Illinois poster to be displayed.Click here to download State of Illinois poster to be displayed.

From BrotherhoodFrom Brotherhood
Mutual-PastoralMutual-Pastoral
Wellness duringWellness during
COVID-19COVID-19
Resilient pastors take time
for self-care

For many pastors, coronavirus has either disrupted or catalyzed how they view their
ministry’s purpose. While some are excited about new opportunities to advance their
mission, others may be struggling with the additional burdens of shepherding from a
distance.

Denny Howard, director of counseling and coaching for Full Strength Network, a non-
denominational Christian clergy family serving ministry, has spoken with more than 60
pastors about how they’re coping with the new reality of coronavirus. Many pastors
indicated that they’re feeling worn down and worn out, but Howard also discovered some
key strategies to how resilient pastors are staying engaged and energized.

Ministry is a Marathon
There’s little doubt that ministry has been challenging during coronavirus. When speaking
with pastors, Howard found that they’re busy with programming, filming videos,
participating in meetings, creating curriculum, and more. Everything surrounding ministry
has become more complicated, so it’s easy to ignore your need for rest. While there may
be much to do, taking an approach of continuing to push forward can eventually take a toll
on your wellbeing.

“The pastors who are doing well recognize this current time as a season. They realize that
the credibility of the ministry God has put them over spans a long period of time,” said
Howard.

Ministry isn’t marked by its lowest times - it’s marked by consistency over time. Seeking
the advice of a more seasoned pastor may help you process and recognize that church
ministry is a marathon. “It’s a long race, so find your best pace,” remarked Howard.

Time to Recharge
Recognizing your limits and knowing when and how to recharge are critical components of

http://gatewayfmcusa.org/forms-and-resources/gateway-forms-resources
http://gatewayfmcusa.org/forms-and-resources/gateway-forms-resources
https://files.constantcontact.com/c8668fa3401/48c35544-a5d9-4823-9cef-f467539ba1e1.pptx
https://www2.illinois.gov/dhr/Publications/Documents/SH and DISCRIMINATION EMPLOYEE POSTER.pdf
https://fullstrength.org/


wellbeing. This can be difficult for pastors because they often want to just keep pastoring
and doing the work of ministry.

Resilient pastors recognize when it’s time to take a break to recharge and refresh. This
can be as simple as going on a walk or spending quality time with family. Howard found
that with some pastors, months may pass before they take time to recharge. Whether you
recharge every day or every month, knowing when it’s time to take a break is the first step.

Consider the following questions:
How are you bouncing back from disappointment?
Personally, how are you feeling about your marriage, family, or church?
What brings you resiliency, e.g., going for a long walk, and are you taking the time
to do that?

Click here to read more

The Centralia and Salem churches are merging.The Centralia and Salem churches are merging.
The final service to celebrate the Salem church will be on Sunday,The final service to celebrate the Salem church will be on Sunday,

November 1, 10amNovember 1, 10am

Since 1957, the corner of McMackin and MarionSince 1957, the corner of McMackin and Marion
Streets in Salem has been the meeting place forStreets in Salem has been the meeting place for
Salem Free Methodist Church. Over the past year,Salem Free Methodist Church. Over the past year,
Salem and Centralia Free Methodist ChurchesSalem and Centralia Free Methodist Churches
have sought the Lord, and discerned thehave sought the Lord, and discerned the
invitation toward a new future together as ainvitation toward a new future together as a
joined congregation. As a result, the church hasjoined congregation. As a result, the church has
decided to sell the Salem building, and continuedecided to sell the Salem building, and continue
meeting together in Centralia.meeting together in Centralia.

The final service with the lifting of theThe final service with the lifting of the
Consecration of a Church will be held at theConsecration of a Church will be held at the
Salem Free Methodist Church building, 515 ESalem Free Methodist Church building, 515 E
McMackin, in Salem, IL on November 1, atMcMackin, in Salem, IL on November 1, at
10AM. Anyone who has a history of connection with the Salem FMC is welcome to10AM. Anyone who has a history of connection with the Salem FMC is welcome to
participate in this service. Face coverings will be required for everyone enteringparticipate in this service. Face coverings will be required for everyone entering
the building, between the door and seat. A meal will be served following thethe building, between the door and seat. A meal will be served following the
service.  service.  

Resource opportunities from theResource opportunities from the
New Room ConferenceNew Room Conference

Although the New Room ConferenceAlthough the New Room Conference
is over, you can still register at nois over, you can still register at no
charge for yourself or your churchcharge for yourself or your church

for access to videos and otherfor access to videos and other
content.content.

Click here to registerClick here to register

Isolated No MoreIsolated No More
by Susan B. Cellaby Susan B. Cella

When was the last time you
received a card in your
mailbox?
No, not your computer

https://www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/safety-library/risk-management-articles/disasters-emergencies-and-health/general-health-and-injury-prevention/coronavirus-resilient-pastors/
https://my.seedbed.com/product/night-with-new-room-2020/


mailbox. I’m talking about
handwritten, pen to paper,
tucked in an envelope with a
stamp in the corner — not a
bill or junk mail!

Was it a caring personal card,
the very best and “rightest”
kind of mail, that pumped a
smile into your soul? We need
to bring back this artful form of communication — especially now as we
shelter in place and seek socially distant ways to “encourage one another and
build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). Values and lifestyles have
changed along with countless comforting aspects of home life. Many were
already gone before the pandemic. Now, stuck at home, many of us can see
how empty our homes and our souls are.

We’re told in Hebrews 10:24–25 to “consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.” While “meeting together” may not be possible
right now, cards allow us to fulfill the passage’s instruction to be
“encouraging one another.” Greeting cards can be a gentle tonic, giving us a
taste of the community we long for. Both sender and receiver take in a drop of
enrichment as “whoever refreshes others will be refreshed” (Proverbs 11:25).

Here’s how to get this out of the dream and into the stream of doing. You can
buy a card, or a box of cards, or you can handcraft a card.

Buying a card can be a sport. I had a beautiful, white-haired friend, Anna, who
was a master at finding exactly the right card. I miss her dearly since she
passed away recently. I miss her cards too (and the many delightful days of
anticipating them before birthdays and Christmas). Anna was a one-card
shopper on a glorious treasure hunt. She told me once, with a gleeful smile,
how she reveled in the search, until the moment when she said as she
snapped her fingers, “There! Perfect!”

Click here to read more

Upcoming Events

20202020
Freedom Sunday (now through Lent 2021)Freedom Sunday (now through Lent 2021)

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!October is Pastor Appreciation Month!

October 4-25-21 Days of Breakthrough PrayerOctober 4-25-21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer

November 1-Lifting of Consecration of SalemNovember 1-Lifting of Consecration of Salem
ChurchChurch

20212021
April 23-24-Gateway Leadership SummitApril 23-24-Gateway Leadership Summit

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A24-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+11%3A25&version=NIV
https://lightandlifemagazine.com/isolated-no-more/


Learn
More

The Gateway Conference Office exists to
energize and equip pastors and lay
leaders to M.O.V.E.:
Mission Assessment
Organize Data
Visioneer A New Future
Engage The Plan

Gateway Conference - FMCUSA
1501 Chicago Drive, Greenville, IL 62246

618.664.2353
gatewayfmc@sbcglobal.net
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