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A Christ-centered community
of acceptance and belonging

BELONGing

Oakdale Christian Academy is the only secondary boarding 
school of the Free Methodist Church-USA. Founded nearly 
100 years ago, Oakdale is prepared to continue this minis-
try to bless the Free Methodist Church and its people. 

In the spirit of the Christ’s call to serve the poor, the 
orphans, and unserved, Oakdale places a high priority on 
serving students regardless of their ability to pay. Some stu-
dents’ families pay less than $100 per month. This Promise 
to Serve ensures that space is reserved for students with 
few family resources. 

Reflecting the FMCUSA’s mission of serving God’s peo-
ple worldwide, Oakdale welcomes students from diverse 
racial, cultural, and 
socio-economic 
people groups. 
Students come 
from 20 states and 
eight countries in 
a total enrollment 
of 65. This student 
population and 
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environment reflects God’s glory and enriches the living and 
learning environment for our students.

To ensure the 
continuation of this 
ministry of the Free 
Methodist Church-
USA, Oakdale Chris-
tian Academy has 
worked to provide 
fully accredited pro-
grams and prepare 
a campus for long-
term service.  In 

2018, Oakdale Christian Academy was the first U.S. school 
to receive boarding accreditation from Association of 
Christian Schools International. This boarding accredita-
tion was added to academic accreditation with ACSI and 
the Southern Association of Colleges and School that had 
long been in effect.

The college placement rate of Oakdale graduates is 90 
percent. Graduates find themselves well-prepared for col-
lege and university studies.

The Boarding School of the Free Methodist Church-USA



Oakdale is marking its 100th year of 
ministry in 2021 and has been pre-
paring for a second century of service. 
Six new buildings in the past 20 years 
include the Beacon Center (2005), 
The Inn (2015), and a renovated and 
expanded Odermann Hall in 2018.

Oakdale has begun construction of 
May Hall, a 7,000 square foot, $1.5 
million cafeteria/multipurpose build-
ing. It will be big enough to handle 
our current enrollment plus growth. 
It will be built to last. It will be able to 
serve a variety of functions. And it will 
be an attractive building that stands 
alongside the other spacious, durable, 

and ministry-focused facilities at Oakdale. May Hall, our new 
cafeteria building, will serve for generations!

renewed and Prepared for a second century of Ministry

The Inn, Completed 2015

Odermann Hall, Completed 2018
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The Beacon Center, Completed 2005

For many teenagers, their experience at Oakdale is the first 
time in their lives that they experience a sense of belong-
ing. In addition to helping them accept God’s love for them 
and succeed academically, they develop relationships with 
friends who encourage them to follow paths to success. It’s 
a place where they belong!

“Family” is often used to describe Oakdale, as all staff mem-
bers and their families live on campus, eat in the dining hall 
with students, and incorporate students into their lives. The 
24/7 experience of being included in the lives of others 
makes students consider this, in many ways, “home.”

Oakdale: a Place to BelonG

May Hall, Completion Target 2021


