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“And this is my prayer: that your love may“And this is my prayer: that your love may
abound more and more in knowledge and depthabound more and more in knowledge and depth
of insight, so that you may be able to discernof insight, so that you may be able to discern
what is best and may be pure and blameless forwhat is best and may be pure and blameless for
the day of Christthe day of Christ  filled with the fruit offilled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christrighteousness that comes through Jesus Christ
—to the glory and praise of God.” – Phil. 1:9-11—to the glory and praise of God.” – Phil. 1:9-11

“Uncle Ben, do you love Pete the kitty more than“Uncle Ben, do you love Pete the kitty more than
me?”me?”

My Niece Stella was feeling threated that herMy Niece Stella was feeling threated that her
new kitten that visited with her would abscondnew kitten that visited with her would abscond
with her “FAVORED” status in my heart. (Seewith her “FAVORED” status in my heart. (See
photo) Of course, that could not be possible! Iphoto) Of course, that could not be possible! I
am able to fully discern the difference between the importance of my nieceam able to fully discern the difference between the importance of my niece
over that of a kitten, albeit they may be tied at the moment in the “cuteness”over that of a kitten, albeit they may be tied at the moment in the “cuteness”
category. category. 

Question: Is love that discerns good and evil not truly love? Or, how about aQuestion: Is love that discerns good and evil not truly love? Or, how about a
love that discerns “meh” and the best? We often think of love as beinglove that discerns “meh” and the best? We often think of love as being
undiscriminating. How could one be LOVING if they judge the actions ofundiscriminating. How could one be LOVING if they judge the actions of
another? But Paul prays that the Philippians would grow in discerning love.another? But Paul prays that the Philippians would grow in discerning love.
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Love is not blind. It does not close its eyes to reality. It is not a feelingLove is not blind. It does not close its eyes to reality. It is not a feeling
devoid of content. Biblical love is related to true knowledge and it operatesdevoid of content. Biblical love is related to true knowledge and it operates
with careful and graceful discernment.with careful and graceful discernment.

How may I gain discerning love? Knowing God is the best way to gain aHow may I gain discerning love? Knowing God is the best way to gain a
discerning love. We do that by immersing ourselves in His word, thediscerning love. We do that by immersing ourselves in His word, the
Bible. That is where we get the true picture of who God is and what love is.Bible. That is where we get the true picture of who God is and what love is.
This is specifically revealed in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. JesusThis is specifically revealed in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Jesus
Christ was God incarnate. Christ was God incarnate. 

We can not know love by looking at our world’s culture. You may seeWe can not know love by looking at our world’s culture. You may see
aspects of love within the culture but that comes from the influence of God’saspects of love within the culture but that comes from the influence of God’s
love on humankind. Aside from God we would not catch a glimpse of truelove on humankind. Aside from God we would not catch a glimpse of true
love. We must study the WORD and have it guide us into knowledge of Godlove. We must study the WORD and have it guide us into knowledge of God
and love. Only then may we grow to understand what true love is andand love. Only then may we grow to understand what true love is and
discern well. My friends, Biblical love is completely entangled withdiscern well. My friends, Biblical love is completely entangled with
knowledge and discernment.knowledge and discernment.

May our love be discerning of what is best, full of righteousness that bringsMay our love be discerning of what is best, full of righteousness that brings
glory and praise to God.glory and praise to God.

On the journey,On the journey,

Supt. BenSupt. Ben

From Injoy Stewardship SolutionsFrom Injoy Stewardship Solutions

Things to keep in mind as you prepare forThings to keep in mind as you prepare for
offering time:offering time:

Keep StreamingKeep Streaming. Not everyone who are. Not everyone who are
members at your church may be able to returnmembers at your church may be able to return
when you reopen due to health worries forwhen you reopen due to health worries for
themselves or members of their family.themselves or members of their family.
Be sure to continue to encourage online givingBe sure to continue to encourage online giving
and continue to stream your services for them.and continue to stream your services for them.

Don't Pass Plates. Don't Pass Plates. People should be consciousPeople should be conscious
of what they’re touching and what has beenof what they’re touching and what has been

touched by others. You may want to consider placing boxes or baskets aroundtouched by others. You may want to consider placing boxes or baskets around
the church in lieu of passing plates down the aisle.the church in lieu of passing plates down the aisle.

Counting Cash.Counting Cash. Your church's offering counters should be provided with hand- Your church's offering counters should be provided with hand-
sanitizer and gloves to handle the dirty money as they record what has beensanitizer and gloves to handle the dirty money as they record what has been
brought to the church.brought to the church.

Economic Impact.Economic Impact. Some of your members may not have had their income affected Some of your members may not have had their income affected
by COVID-19 at all, but others may not be in that situation. Make sure you areby COVID-19 at all, but others may not be in that situation. Make sure you are
conveying sensitivity regarding this in your communicationconveying sensitivity regarding this in your communication

Click here to read ebook 10 Offering Talks for Your Churches ReopeningClick here to read ebook 10 Offering Talks for Your Churches Reopening

A Kairos-Moment for a
Cross and Resurrection
Narrative
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Bishop David Kendall

Most of us were prepared to hunker
down and endure what we expected to
be the most rancorous electoral season
of our lifetime, amped up on the
steroids of impeachment and
conspiratorial speculation. Then, the
COVID19 pandemic invaded and sent us
all to our rooms for an extended stay,
only now in more recent weeks once again to spike and surge here and
there. And, finally, video from nearly all directions has surfaced to shine light on
the other viral pandemic threatening our world—racism fueled by the
presumption of white supremacy documenting clearly and lethally that Black Lives
do NOT matter nearly enough.

Some say a perfect storm now rages across the land. Others think we have come
to a tipping point in our part of the world—we’ve seen enough and felt enough
that something simply must change. I am convinced as followers of Jesus we must
recognize and seize the gift of a Kairos-Moment from the Lord of history,
creating space for breakthroughs in cherishing one another, and especially
persons of color, as never before. Then, for cultivating a culture and systems that
more truly reflect God’s plan for all the special beings that bear God’s image.

“Kairos” is a Greek term for a special moment or season of “time.”  It’s not like the
more frequent “chronos,” denoting time in the sense of duration or
measurement. “Kairos” is time in the sense of occasion or opportunity. Chronos
time conditions us constantly—seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks and so
on. Kairos time gathers to a point and then presents itself. If there’s a perfect
storm, I suggest, the Kairos is the eye of the storm, providing calm and context
for recalibrating our bearings and redirecting our course. If there’s a tipping
point, the Kairos comes in the moments just before, during and after, when we
may position ourselves for the change that will come.

Click here to read moreClick here to read more
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Free church resources are still available to enrich your ministry.
These resources include, but are not limited to, guidance



documents, Home Church Guide Book, links to the National
Prayer Ministry website, video downloads that can be used in
online worship services, free PDF books and much more! Visit
https://buff.ly/2WHG225https://buff.ly/2WHG225 today!

Upcoming Events

2020
September 4-6-Durley Senior Teen Weekend
September 12-Safe Worship Training
September 12-Ordination Service
September 26-Trailblazer Day Camp
September 4-6-Senior Teen Weekend
September 12-Safe Worship Training
September 12-Ordination Service

Learn
More

The Gateway Conference Office exists to
energize and equip pastors and lay
leaders to M.O.V.E.:
Mission Assessment
Organize Data
Visioneer A New Future
Engage The Plan

Gateway Conference - FMCUSA
1501 Chicago Drive, Greenville, IL 62246

618.664.2353
gatewayfmc@sbcglobal.net
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