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The work continues...The work continues...
 

Read 1 Thessalonians 3:1-8
 
In this passage Paul was enduring persecution and
concerned that the work he had previously done in,
through and for Jesus Christ was falling apart.  Can
you commiserate? How many of us had OTHER
plans that now sit on our computers or desks
woefully out of date or impossible to enact due to the
times we are living in?  With a hearty sigh, we can
indeed wonder if what we have accomplished in,
through and for Jesus Christ in our local church is
being undone. Paul felt that concern and anxiety:
 
"3 So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in
Athens. 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in
spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, 3 so that no
one would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for
them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted.
And it turned out that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand it no
longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter had
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tempted you and that our labors might have been in vain."
 
Note two key words in the last phrase. The Greek word for “unsettled” actually means to
“wag the tail.” It has the idea of being shaken by circumstances so that you fall away from
the right path in life. The word “trial” comes from a Greek word that has the idea of being
“under the thumb” because of pressure from above.
 
Yesterday I had three conversations with pastors regarding ministry plans. My concern
was that during this COVID pandemic these plans were stalled out; and I really would not
blame anyone if that was the case.  Yet, each conversation proved the contrary. Steps
forward have continued despite the need for new and different approaches to
communication. Praise God! I was rejuvenated with the news!
 
Paul’s story was rejuvenating to him as well. Reading on we discover Timothy’s report was
heartening and full of good news of progress. The new believers empowered by the Spirit
of God were thriving in the midst of difficulties.  Praise God!
 
Lesson learned.  In the midst of anything and everything the work continues. 
 
On the journey, 
 
Supt Ben

Our first online Leadership Summit was held April 18. Thank you toOur first online Leadership Summit was held April 18. Thank you to
everyone who helped make it a success.everyone who helped make it a success.

Gateway Leadership Summit videos are available on our youtube page
for this year and previous years. Click here to access videosClick here to access videos

FMCUSAFMCUSA
FreeFree

ResourcesResources
The FMCUSA is offering several free resources which can be accessed
at: https://fmcusa.org/resources/localchurchhttps://fmcusa.org/resources/localchurch

These include the Home Church Guide Book and Gravity: Seven
Essential Truths About Influence, Leadership, and Your Soul.

The Board of Bishops is offering 24 questions your church should
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answer before people return. This is meant as a resource of items for
churches to think about for when they are able to begin legally meeting
again and to begin to prepare beforehand. Click here to access.Click here to access.

Please also take advantage of our website: 
www.gatewayfmcusa.orgwww.gatewayfmcusa.org 

Our website is updated frequently and has many helpful items.

Gateway Conference
Local Church

Initiatives Grants
(Deadline for initial letter of

inquiry is May 31)
To further the goals of the Free
Methodist Church USA and
Gateway Conference, you are invited to submit a proposal that
advances the opportunity for local churches to begin new initiatives
that support these goals. Specifically, the Conference desires to
support initiatives that engage the local church in the life and lives of
the community in which they serve.

 
PROCESS, DEADLINE AND EXPECTATIONS:

A letter of inquiry (one page) must be received by the
Superintendent by May 31 to begin the process. The
Superintendent will ascertain if the inquiry meets the Grant criteria
and vision for the conference.
June 5 - Request for Proposal (RFP) is sent to selected inquiries
Completed proposals must be received in the Conference office
(either via email or standard mail) by July 5. *Incomplete grant
requests will NOT be considered. Confirmation of receipt of
proposal, as well as request status, will be sent to the address and
contact on the application form.
SDFGC will review proposals from July 5-August 5 and send
recommendations to the BOA Chair and Superintendent for
dispersal to the BOA for approval or denial.
September 1 – notification of awards sent
Dispersal of grant awards will occur in January; grant cycle will be
one calendar year unless multi-year awards are made.

Click here for more informationClick here for more information

Pastors and Lay LeadersPastors and Lay Leaders
Fall Resourcing DayFall Resourcing Day

Safe Worship courseSafe Worship course
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(church safety and security program)   (church safety and security program)   

Saturday, September 12Saturday, September 12
8:00am-12:00pm8:00am-12:00pm

(continental breakfast at 7:30am)(continental breakfast at 7:30am)
Greenville FMCGreenville FMC

(sponsored by Gateway Conference and(sponsored by Gateway Conference and
Greenville FMC)Greenville FMC)

Who should attend “Safe WorshipSafe Worship” Training?:  Gateway
Conference Pastors appointed to churches and a lay leader from
each church.

The class will be led by:  Ed Sanow, IDES Director of Training, 30-
year law enforcement veteran, ALERRT-certified in Civilian
Response to Active Shooter Events.

More information will be coming soon.

Gateway OrdinationGateway Ordination
ServiceService

Saturday,Saturday,
September 12September 12

(in conjunction with(in conjunction with
Resourcing Day atResourcing Day at
Greenville FMC)Greenville FMC)

More informationMore information
coming soon!coming soon!

Upcoming Events

2020
June 6-12-Durley Family Camp, David Roller,
Speaker
June 15-19, Youth Teen 1
June 23-26-Guide Camp
June 27-Day Camp
June 30-July 2-Trailblazer
July 6-10-Young Teen 2
September 4-6-Senior Teen Weekend
September 12-Safe Worship Training
September 12-Ordination Service



Learn
More

The Gateway Conference Office exists to
energize and equip pastors and lay
leaders to M.O.V.E.:
Mission Assessment
Organize Data
Visioneer A New Future
Engage The Plan

Gateway Conference - FMCUSA
1501 Chicago Drive, Greenville, IL 62246

618.664.2353
gatewayfmc@sbcglobal.net
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