
2022 GATEWAY CONFERENCE BIOGRAPHIES FOR  

BOARD AND COMMITTEE NOMINEES 

 
Gateway Conference Secretary Nominee 

 

C.J. Dyas is the Associate Pastor at the Hillsboro Free Methodist Church. He has 

served in Hillsboro for the past fourteen years and loves the many opportunities God has 

given him to serve. He and his wife Stephanie have three children: Adeline, Graham and 

Nolan. C.J. serves in many capacities at the church and has a passion to fulfill the mission 

of loving God, loving people and making disciples. C.J. has served as the Gateway 

conference secretary since 2019 and has also served on the Gateway conference 

nominating committee.  

 

Gateway Conference Treasurer Nominee 

 

David Hooks is a member of Cowden Free Methodist Church. Farming has been his 

career for 49 years. He is a member of the pastor's prayer team. He has been the 

conference Treasurer for 4 years. He was the church treasurer for 12 years and worked 

for Farm Business Farm Management for 35 years preparing farm records for analysis and 

tax preparation. 

Board of Administration Nominees-Clergy  

Mike Aden previously served as Pastor at Solid Rock and is currently serving in an 

administrative capacity at Greenville University. He has served on the BOA since 2011. His 

previous work experience includes business consulting and engineering.  He is married to 

Bobbie and they attend The Bridge FM church where he is also appointed. 

Analicia Harrell is the lead pastor at Parkview Free Methodist Church. She is finishing 

her MDiv at Asbury Theological Seminary. She and her husband John moved here from 

Seattle where they both served as CMC's. Ana was the assistant pastor of a church plant 

for Iranian refugees and was the Chaplain at North Queen Anne Child Care where she 

developed and lead discipleship classes for toddlers and their parents. She is the mom to 

Josiah and Jeremiah.  

David Sain is the Senior Pastor of Ferges Free Methodist Church and a Credentialed 

Free Methodist Chaplain serving with the Shawnee Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol.  He is 

an active participant in the Johnston City, IL Ministerial Alliance; Marion, IL Chamber of 

Commerce; Williamson County Master Naturalists; and serves on the Board of Directors of 

Blessings to Others. 



Prior pastoral positions included Associate Pastor of the Bridge FMC focusing on small 

group and college ministries, Senior Pastor of Living Water Free Methodist Church in St. 

Louis, and various youth and senior pastor positions within the United Methodist Churches 

in Missouri prior to seeing the light and becoming a Free Methodist. 

Prior to pastoral call, seminary education, and ordination he served in the United States 

Air Force and was an executive manager with a major corporation in St. Louis.   

He is enjoying watching the Lord work in the growing ministries at Ferges FMC and looks 

forward to seeing the Gateway Conference continue to grow.  He really appreciates the 

value of the connected church and enjoys working with others.   

Board of Administration Nominees-Lay  

Charles Coates is a member of the Decatur Moundford FMC.  He is a conference 

delegate, on the Pastor’s Cabinet, Finance Committee Chair and a Sunday School Teacher. 

He has been on the Gateway Conference MEGA and MAC Boards.  He has been on the local 

BOA, local church treasurer, quiz coach, worship leader, choir and orchestra. He is 

currently on the Gateway Conference BOA and Nominating Committee.   Chuck has been 

the heart of ministry at Moundford for more than forty-five years…as well as having been 

involved at multiple levels in the conference. He retired as Director of Quality Assurance 

of Akorn Pharmaceuticals after 46 years of service. 

Gustavo Cruz (also on Nominating Committee ballot) A native Puerto Rican, 

Gustavo Cruz has had a heart for service to others since his late teens. Gustavo served for 

four years as a community leader for an annual church retreat. Gustavo also served for 

another four years as a treasurer for a non-profit organization whose goal was to collect 

funds to provide Three Kings Day toys for low income families.  

Gustavo and his family moved to St Louis in 2010 and he immediately began serving at 

MAPS. From 2010 to 2016, Gustavo served as the Bus Driver, Usher Team Leader and 

Treasurer. Gustavo currently provides full support and serves Solid Rock Community 

Church as the Conference Delegate, Treasurer and Trustee.  

Gustavo works a full-time job as an Auto Body Technician. He enjoys detailing and working 

on vehicles. 

Gustavo and his wife Yajaira have been married for twenty years and they have two 

children, Gustavo 18 and Ariana 15. 

 

 



Ron Gines has lived in Bunker Hill, IL for 20 years.  While living there he has raised 

three children Lisa, Danielle, and David and survives his wife Tracy.   His profession is in 

information management.   He has worked with IBM, Nestle Purina Petcare and Thermo 

Fisher Scientific where he currently supports the manufacturing of biologic 

pharmaceuticals.   He is also a serial entrepreneur and runs several small companies of his 

own. 

Ron is currently a member of Emmanuel Free Methodist Church in Alton, Illinois, where he 

is active in the worship team and serves on the board of administration.    In the past, he 

has taught Sunday School, headed up the technology committee, and assisted in many 

other activities. 

  

Before attending Emmanuel Ron and his family attended the Lighthouse Free Methodist 

Church (now the home of MAPS) where he served on the board.  He also represented the 

church as a board member of several neighborhood organizations such as The Swan House 

(the Lighthouse’s teen program), David-Ranken Health Committee (health clinic serving out 

of the church's basement) and the Samuel McRee Redevelopment Corporation. 

  

Additionally, Ron currently serves on the following boards: 

 St. Louis Chamber Chorus 

 Greenville College Engineering Advisory Board 

In addition to working and serving on boards, Ron enjoys savoring God’s handiwork through 

his hobby of photography, attending live music concerts and trying to keep up with his 

orchard of over 100 apple trees. 

 

Kristen Lee Schindler is a wife, homeschooling mom of three, author of two books, ―All 

the Things‖ and ―Finding Happy‖. She is also a podcast host of ―All the T.H.I.N.G.S with 

Kristen Schindler‖, a personal coach, a business broker, and an international missionary 

currently doing work in the country of Sri Lanka.  

 

Kristen spent over 23 years in the public and private world of education teaching in various 

capacities with a focus on Language Arts and helping her students find their voices. For 

the last four years, she has enjoyed pouring into her own children as her family continues 

their journey of homeschooling and sharing her voice with her readers. Her family has 

attended The Bridge Church in Glen Carbon, Illinois for the last 19 years and she currently 

serves on the board as a lay delegate, heads the outreach team, and sings on the worship 

team.  

 

Kristen has always loved to listen to other people’s stories and share her story with 

others. Her mission is to show up each day authentically, vulnerably, and listen to the 

hearts of others. With navigating the ins and outs of over eighteen years of both 

parenting and working, she is keenly aware of the delicate and challenging need of keeping 



―All the T.H.I.N.G.S.‖ in balance.  She has felt called to share how together we can lift 

each other up to do that well. She longs to help people ―Show Up Strong‖ for themselves, 

those they love, and those they are called to serve.  

 

Kristen loves to see the connections and richness that communication and an openness to 

others hearts and experiences brings to the fabric of our lives.  Kristen and Eric continue 

to share with their children the power of God’s divine plan for their lives. Through their 

daily lives they try to show them tangible examples of God’s placing important people in 

their lives to give them wisdom and support during the trying and terrific times on this 

journey of life. She is continually reminded that despite her desire to keep a firm grasp on 

all the things she would like to control, God has positioned himself to do the driving of her 

life. She is merely a passenger.  

Mark Whitlock attends the Knox Knolls FMC and is active in his local church. He is 

currently on the Gateway Conference BOA, Durley Camp Board, a Delegate for Knox Knolls 

FMC, Treasurer for Friends of Hope Africa University, a Trustee for Greenville University 

and Managing Director for Operation 2 Timothy 2:2.  

 He has served on the FMC-USA BOA, been Chairman for Communications, FMC-USA, 

Chairman of the Gateway Conf. BOA, President of Men’s Ministries International,  a 

General Conference Delegate, Chairman of Knox Knolls Board during two extended pastoral 

vacancies, Bishop’s Cabinet and has gone on short term mission trips. 

A graduate of Greenville University and the University of Illinois he is a registered 

Professional Engineer who owned and managed a national specialty heavy construction 

materials company.   He served as Illinois chairman for professional regulation for the 

Illinois Society of Professional Engineers and as President of his local School Board.  

 

Mark and his wife Karen are active in civic groups and are enjoying their grandchildren. 

 

Ministerial Education and Guidance and Appointment Committee Nominees-Clergy 

Rob Barringer is the pastor of Ignite Church in Branson West, Missouri. He is 

celebrating his 25th year in full time ministry and has planted two successful churches. 

Rob has been married for 25 years to his beautiful bride, Rebecca, and they have two 

children, Sam and Riley.  

 

Rob is passionate about the local church and seeing the people of God equipped to advance 

the Kingdom.  

 

 



Tyler Boyer I am currently serving as the senior pastor at Knox Knolls Free Methodist 

Church in Springfield Illinois where I have been appointed since the Summer of 2013.  My 

wife Cindy is teaching Chemistry and Physics at Jacksonville High School.  My son Brennan 

is currently attending Greenville University and my daughter Emelia attends Springfield 

High School.   

 

I am a graduate of Greenville University, Asbury Theological Seminary and have a Doctor 

of Ministry degree in Spiritual Formation from Lincoln Christian University.  Along with my 

time at Knox Knolls, I served as the senior pastor of the Normal Free Methodist Church 

and the interim senior pastor at Groveland Missionary Church.  Since 2000 I have served 

as an adjunct professor at four different colleges and universities teaching philosophy and 

religion courses.  Most recently I have taught Western Christianity II and Discipleship and 

Evangelism for Greenville University.   

 

Over the last few years I have been blessed to work with my fellow pastors in Gateway 

Conference to prepare lay people for service as consecrated deacons.  I currently serve on 

the MEGA Board. 

 

 

Steve Pichaske is new to the Gateway Conference and Free Methodist Church.   Steve 

served as a pastor in the United Methodist Church for 19 years before his transfer of 

credentials to the FMC-USA and his appointment to Greenville, IL in 2021.  Pastor Steve 

has served in urban, suburban, and "county seat" congregations in his four previous 

appointments.  His service in the United Methodist Church also included stints on 

denominational ordination boards, higher education committees, and teaching courses in 

preaching, worship leadership, and sacramental theology for clergy credentialing. He and 

his wife, Beth, have been married for 26 years.  They have four children (Megan - 24, 

Matt - 22, Addison - 18, Alex - 15).   

 

Ministerial Education and Guidance and Appointment Committee Nominees-Lay 

Christy Coates attends Moundford Free Methodist in Decatur, IL. She is married to 

Charles Coates and they have three adult daughters: Fadra, Olivia and Marjory.  

Currently, Christy serves as a member of the Gateway MEGA Board and MAC. She and 

Chuck co-teach an adult Sunday school class at Moundford FMC, she serves as Chair of the 

MFMC Outreach Committee, and she was a delegate to the FMCUSA General Conference 

2019. 



Her career has included work as a writer/editor; Substitute Teaching Leader, Bible Study 

Fellowship International; president, Warrensburg Latham Athletic Booster Club; president, 

Greenville College Alumni Board; Bible Quiz Coach; and team leader for a mission trip to 

Kenya. She currently works as a designer for a local florist. 

Christy’s Strength-Finder Survey Results include Responsibility, Individualization, 

Strategic. Learner, Restorative 

Carolyn Boyd Martin  grew up in Seattle, Washington and Winona Lake, Indiana and 

graduated from Greenville College in 1964.  She and her husband Dale, retired Professor 

of English from Greenville University, have lived in Greenville since 1967; they have three 

grown children and seven grandchildren.  She has been an active member in the Greenville 

Free Methodist Church and Gateway Conference as delegate and as representative on 

MEGA and MAC.    

Mandy Myers has been a member of the Hillsboro Free Methodist church for the past 

16 years. She has been married to her husband Aaron for 25 years and is the mother of 

four children (Jordan (wife Denae), Peyton, Alexis, and Landon). Mandy works as a 

Registered Nurse on the Pediatric floor at St. John’s Children’s Hospital in Springfield, IL 

since 2009. She thoroughly enjoys her job and has the awesome opportunity to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus by serving and praying over her patients and families during their 

times of need. Mandy also helps with the Lighthouse Youth Group on Wednesdays and is 

continually growing in her walk with Jesus.  

Barb Sands is the Program Director of Online Learning/Instructor of Business for 

Greenville University.  She attends the Hillsboro Free Methodist Church where she is an 

Adult Sunday School teacher, assists in the nursery and helps families with budget needs.   

She was previously on the MEGA Board from 2000-2008; on the BOA from 2009-2018; 

and was a General conference delegate for Gateway Conference in 2007, 2011, 2015. 

She was also General Conference Secretary for the FMCUSA from 2011-2019. 

Donna Smith is a member of Foundation Church (formerly Centralia/Salem FM 

Church).  She has served as Salem FM church treasurer and member of the BOA for 30 

years.  For 25 years she has been the corporate office manager at Champion Hotels 

located in Salem where we handle all the accounting and management of 16 hotels located 

in Illinois and Missouri. 

 
 
 
 



 Gateway Nominating Committee Nominees-Clergy 

 

Gloelma Rivera-Quintana has been preaching and bringing forth God’s Word for over 

14 years. She has been Co-Pastor at Ministerio Apostólico Plantío del Señor since it was 

founded in 2010. Pastor Gloelma has also been appointed to Solid Rock Community Church 

since 2018 where they host bilingual services.  Pastor Gloelma served on the Gateway 

Conference BOA, the Conexión Latina Board, and the St Louis Hispanic Pastors Alliance 

board. 

Pastor Gloelma and her husband Pastor Javier have been married since 1997. She is 

mother of three beautiful daughters, Aysha, Paola and Tamara and grandmother to Chess 

Allan, Noah Xavier, Azary Soé and baby Enzo, expected in May 2022. 

Randy Sands has been pastoring the Hillsboro Free Methodist Church since July of 

1987. Randy and Barb have been married for 40 years.  They have two sons who are 

married to wonderful Christian women.  Their four grandchildren are the joy of their 

lives.    Randy went back to Greenville College and received his Bachelors of Arts degree in 

Pastoral Ministry in 1990.   He has the spiritual gift of encouragement and enjoys using it 

for God's glory! 

 

Deborah Somerville  is a retired pastor as of December 2021. She has served churches 

in the Gateway, Wabash, and Great Plains conferences. She has participated in several 

General Conferences as either delegate, reserve delegate, General Conference Planning 

Committee member, or group leader at the behest of the Board of Bishops. She was also a 

member of the Bishops Search Committee that served the 2019 General Conference. Her 

most recent post was as senior pastor of the Greenville Free Methodist Church. While 

there, it was her great privilege to welcome two new deacons, coach local and conference 

ministerial candidates, and engage with students at Greenville University through 

numerous chapel speaking invitations. In addition, several new ministries were begun: 

Celebrate Recovery, Core Community (poverty eradication initiative), Cars4Change, and 

partnership with Restore Network (foster family support). Significant strides were made 

toward the reduction of building debt as well. In retirement, Deb has continued to serve 

the church through Sunday morning pulpit supply, as officiant at two weddings, and 

through leadership in several funerals. She remains involved in the Greenville community by 

assisting with the local Food Pantry, and serves on the Board of the Bond County Senior 

Center. In addition, she continues to mentor/coach several young women and a young family 

in the community. 

 



Gateway Conference Nominating Committee Nominees-Lay 

Monserrat Hernandez  Also known as Monse for short.  By the grace of our God, I am 

a teacher at MAPS. Also, a spiritual dancer. I also am an employee at Onder Law Firm, LLC 

as an intake. Being a bilingual in Spanish, has brought an advantage to me because I am able 

to help in many ways, besides an intake at my job. I am a wife and mother of two healthy 

handsome boys.   I love to take a break from this technology world we live in and 

appreciate the beautiful outdoors. 

  

I am forever grateful God has brought me to become a member at MAPS. It is a second 

home. If there is one verse I always carry  is sum in Luke 9:23 Then he said to them all: 

―Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and 

follow me. 

  

Here are a couple quotes I love to share.  I can reflect a lot of what I have been through. 

Without telling them, I am a Living testimony that through all bumps, scratches, hits, 

punches and cracks God has shined and showed He is bigger than anything!  

  

―You gain strength, courage and confidence by every experience in which you really stop to 

look fear in the face. You must do the thing you think you cannot do.‖ 

— Eleanor Roosevelt 

  

―Fall down seven times, get up eight.‖ 

– Japanese Proverb 
 

Christie Kessinger  is a generational Free Methodist with a great love for the church. 

She serves at GFMC as Pastor of Children and Prayer Ministries.  Her education includes a 

Bachelors in Elementary Education from GU and a Masters from SIUE. She has been 

married to David Kessinger for 27 years and they have 3 children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


