
2021 GATEWAY CONFERENCE BIOGRAPHIES FOR NOMINEES 

 
Gateway Conference Secretary Nominee 

 

C.J. Dyas is the Associate Pastor at the Hillsboro Free Methodist Church. He has 

served in Hillsboro for the past thirteen years and loves the many opportunities God has 

given him to serve. He and his wife Stephanie have three children: Adeline, Graham and 

Nolan. C.J. serves in many capacities at the church and has a passion to fulfill the mission 

of loving God, loving people and making disciples. C.J. has served as the Gateway 

conference secretary since 2019 and has also served on the Gateway conference 

nominating committee.  

 

Gateway Conference Treasurer Nominee 

 

David Hooks is a member of Cowden Free Methodist Church. Farming has been his 

career for 49 years. He is a member of the pastor's prayer team. He has been the 

conference Treasurer for 4 years. He was the church treasurer for 12 years and worked 

for Farm Business Farm Management for 35 years preparing farm records for analysis and 

tax preparation. 

Board of Administration Nominees-Clergy  

Oliver Beans is the lead pastor of The Bridge Church in Glen Carbon/Edwardsville, 

IL.  Besides serving The Bridge, Oliver also serves as the chair of the Durley Camp and 

Retreat Center board, is president of the local ministerial alliance, and is the conference’s 

district leader for the STL Metro District. Previously, he served on the conference’s 

nominating committee. 

Oliver is married to Emily who is also on the pastoral staff at The Bridge and is a CMC. 

They have three children Simon, Vivian, and Martin. 

Jennifer Dunkley is a bi-vocational minister serving at the Coffeen Free Methodist 

church, IL. She also serves an itinerary minister for Parish of the Open Door, Presbyterian 

Church. Jennifer’s has a passion for missions, evangelism and ministry to the poor and 

marginalized. She works full time at Illinois Health and Family services as a Public Aid 

Program Quality Analyst. In her spare time Jennifer enjoys writing poetry and children’s 

books. Jennifer is also the Co-Founder and Director of Agape Scholars International, Inc. 

which assists orphans and street children in Malawi, Africa. In 2011 she received the 

Kaskaskia College Humanitarian Award for her work in Malawi. 

Gloelma Rivera-Quintana (also on Nominating Committee ballot) has been 

preaching and bringing forth God’s Word for over 10 years.  She served as associate 

Pastor of Casa de Dios, Ciudad de Justicia Church, San Sebastian, Puerto Rico in 2007. She 



has been the Co-Pastor since Plantio del Señor Church started in 2010, where she 

currently oversees 4 active ministers and guides them to produce an effective ministerial 

staff.  She is obedient to her call and ministers wherever God sends her. She also Co-

Pastors Solid Rock Community Church since 2016 where they host bilingual services.  

Pastor Gloelma serves on the St Louis Hispanic Pastor’s Alliance Board.  

She and her husband Javier have been married since 1997. She is the proud mother of 

three beautiful daughters, Aysha, Paola and Tamara.  She is also a proud grandmother of 2 

beautiful boys, Chess Allan and Noah Xavier.  She enjoys spending quality time with her 

family, decorating, teaching herself Portuguese, but above all fulfilling the will of God is 

her main purpose. 

Ministerial Education and Guidance and Appointment Committee Nominees-Lay 

Emily Beans is a wife to Oliver, a mother to Simon, Vivian, and Martin, and a CMC at The 

Bridge Church in Glen Carbon/Edwardsville.  She leads their church worship team, 

organizes and leads their local chapter of MOPS (local mom’s group), and supports their 

church administratively.  Their family loves playing outside and weekly Friday night pizza 

night!  

Mark Schaefer is a long-time member of the Alton Emmanuel FMC.  He has served on 

the Emmanuel Board of Administration. 

Mark is currently a branch manager at Jersey State Bank. 

Kristen Schindler is a devoted wife, mother, and teacher with over twenty years in 

the world of education. She and her husband, Eric, have been married for eighteen years 

and are raising three wonderful children Gavin, Logan, and Ava. Kristen and Eric continue 

to share with their children the power of God’s divine plan for their lives. Through their 

daily lives they try to show them tangible examples of God’s placing important people in 

their lives to give them wisdom and support during the trying and terrific times on this 

journey of life.  Kristen has worked in the educational arena for over 20 years. She 

attained both her undergraduate and graduate degrees from Southern lllinois University 

Edwardsville. She started teaching in the Edwardsville Community Unit School District 

in 1997 until 2017. At that time, she took a leap of faith to leave public education to start 

a new path in the world of Montessori Education.  She was a founding guide of the Metro 

East Montessori Adolescent Program which is a land based program focusing on teaching 

adolescents real world problem solving while partnering with a local farm. For two years, 

God opened the door to a different way of education and she has enjoyed this opportunity 

to work and grow in so many exciting ways. In this season of her life, she has been called 

to step away from working outside the home. This new opportunity will allow her to home 

school her three children, focus on the simple things that truly bring peace and joy to her 



life, and continue to inspire others to listen to the calling of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

She will also work on building a small family beekeeping business. Kristen and her family 

reside in Glen Carbon, Illinois and attend The Bridge Church where she is a member. They 

have been attenders of The Bridge since 2002. Over the years she has served in many 

capacities including being in charge of the coffee bar, leading a women’s small group, 

heading the children’s ministry, and organizing multiple 5K’s to support the Free Methodist 

church in Myanmar.  

Lolly Shaw (also on Nominating Committee ballot) has a degree in Biblical 

Studies from Fort Wayne Bible College.  She is married to Brent and is the mother of 

Jesse, Logan (Amanda), and Elle. 

She has worked at GFMC since 1995 as Custodian, Office Staff and Operations Manager 

(current).  She hosts a small group for young married couples. 

Lolly is a lover of Jesus, and continuing to learn what it means to trust Him completely, 

lean into Him in prayer, and to discern His voice. 

Donna Smith-is a member of Foundation Church (formerly Centralia/Salem FM 

Church).  I have served as Salem FM church treasurer and member of the BOA for 30 

years.  For 25 years I have been the corporate office manager at Champion Hotels located 

in Salem where we handle all the accounting and management of 16 hotels located in Illinois 

and Missouri. 

 Gateway Nominating Committee Nominees-Clergy 

Mark Scandrett has served as a pastor in the Gateway Conference for 37 years, 36 of 

which have been at Emmanuel Free Methodist Church in Alton.  He recently transitioned 

from the role of Senior Pastor to that of Pastor of Connectional Ministries.  He has held 

many conference positions, including District Leader, Delegate to General Conference, 

member of the MEGA, and Nominating Committee member.  He and his wife Kathy have 

been married for 39 years, and they have four children and two grandchildren.  He loves 

fishing, running and Jesus (not necessarily in that order). 

David Sain is the Senior Pastor of Ferges Free Methodist Church and a Credentialed 

Free Methodist Chaplain serving with the Shawnee Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol.  He is 

an active participant in the Johnston City, IL Ministerial Alliance; Marion, IL Chamber of 

Commerce; Williamson County Master Naturalists; and serves on the Board of Directors of 

Blessings to Others. 

Prior pastoral positions included Associate Pastor of the Bridge FMC focusing on small 

group and college ministries, Senior Pastor of Living Water Free Methodist Church in St. 



Louis, and various youth and senior pastor positions within the United Methodist Churches 

in Missouri prior to seeing the light and becoming a Free Methodist. 

Prior to pastoral call, seminary education, and ordination he served in the United States 

Air Force and was an executive manager with a major corporation in St. Louis.   

He is enjoying watching the Lord work in the growing ministries at Ferges FMC and looks 

forward to seeing the Gateway Conference continue to grow.  He really appreciates the 

value of the connected church and enjoys working with others.   

Gateway Conference Nominating Committee Nominees-Lay 

Tiffany Alf is a member of Moundford FMC in Decatur. She has an intentional deep 

relationship with Jesus and love for His word. Over the last 16 years she has served in 

various roles with her husband, who has pastored in 4 FM churches. She currently leads 

the Wednesday children’s programming and teaches, as well as serves on the children’s 

planning committee at Moundford.  She is mother to three, who are her greatest calling to 

discipleship. She homeschools the children and volunteers on a local homeschool co-op 

board of directors that meets at Moundford. She is passionate and committed to 

discipleship of younger women helping them realize their gifts and seeking the Lord with 

them on their spiritual journeys. She also feels deeply that church begins on our own 

doorstep and is pro-active about relationships with neighbors and folks who God puts right 

in her path.  

Rebecca Decesaro   Becky and her husband, Sam, are very active members of Decatur 

Moundford F.M.C.  Becky serves as Secretary of the Local Bd. of Admin., and is also an 

organist/pianist for services.  She also serves on the Greenville University Alumni 

Board.  Sam and Becky are actively involved with the work at Cowden Campground.    

Chiyo Shigekawa Palen  recently moved to Pocahontas, IL with her husband of 21 

years.  They are blessed with five children and one grandson.   

Chiyo and her family are long-time members of the Emmanuel Free Methodist Church in 

Alton, Illinois.  With their recent move, they are transitioning their membership to the 

Greenville Free Methodist Church.   

Chiyo has her BBA in HRM from McKendree University and her MPA from SIUE.  She has 

worked for local government entities in the finance and accounting field for more than 15 

years.  She also serves on the board for The Restore Network, a non-profit organization 

that supports foster and adoptive children and their families in multiple counties in Illinois. 



Her passion to serve God using her talents has led her to work closely with the Gateway 

Conference in the accounting capacity, assisting small churches with their bookkeeping 

efforts. 

 


