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Helpful links for information about Coronavirus
and Prevention:

Preparing Your Church for for Coronavirus (COVID-19)

CDC Information on Coronavirus (COVID-19)

https://fmcusa.org/covid19

Dear Pastors and Lay Leaders of TheDear Pastors and Lay Leaders of The
Gateway Conference,Gateway Conference,

Today your District Leaders and I met overToday your District Leaders and I met over
ZOOM Conferencing to discuss our responseZOOM Conferencing to discuss our response
in the local church to the Covid-19in the local church to the Covid-19
Pandemic. We have three main areas ofPandemic. We have three main areas of
guidance for our churches today:guidance for our churches today:

1. Read the resources that we have provided1. Read the resources that we have provided
below:below:
As we were meeting the Board of Bishops ofAs we were meeting the Board of Bishops of
the FMCUSA sent out guidance of which we are passing along to you. Wethe FMCUSA sent out guidance of which we are passing along to you. We
also are including a rough draft of one of our churches guidelines they arealso are including a rough draft of one of our churches guidelines they are
considering adapting for their church. Your District leaders and I believeconsidering adapting for their church. Your District leaders and I believe

http://gatewayfmcusa.org/home
http://gatewayfmcusa.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1169249073095282/?ref=bookmarks
http://gatewayfmcusa.org/home
https://www.wheaton.edu/media/humanitarian-disaster-institute/Preparing-Your-Church-for-Coronavirus.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html
https://fmcusa.org/covid19


these two documents will assist you in creating your own guidelines that fitthese two documents will assist you in creating your own guidelines that fit
the context of your church the best. the context of your church the best. 

2. Schedule a meeting:2. Schedule a meeting:
All pastors are requested to hold a meeting with their boards to finalizeAll pastors are requested to hold a meeting with their boards to finalize
what guidelines they will present to their congregations by Sunday orwhat guidelines they will present to their congregations by Sunday or
sooner.sooner.

3. Know that the conference will provide support if needed:3. Know that the conference will provide support if needed:
If in the coming days or weeks your church is faced with a quarantineIf in the coming days or weeks your church is faced with a quarantine
situation, please contact your District Leader or the Conference office andsituation, please contact your District Leader or the Conference office and
we will give additional support regarding worship, tithing and anywe will give additional support regarding worship, tithing and any
administration challenges the congregation may face.administration challenges the congregation may face.

We continue our encouragement to love all in the power of Jesus ChristWe continue our encouragement to love all in the power of Jesus Christ
which is more than able to overcome all predicaments we face. which is more than able to overcome all predicaments we face. 

In Christ,In Christ,

Supt. Ben Supt. Ben 

A CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE PLAN
(DRAFT)

Concerns about the coronavirus
continue to escalate, and measures
are being taken in many areas of
society to provide protection. We
want people to feel safe while
attending church services and
activities. In order to provide a

level of safety, the church staff is implementing the following
measures.

1) Attendees are encouraged not to shake hands unless it is acceptable
by both parties. Here’s a video of some alternate ways to greet each
other: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2-Yui6PdWIhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2-Yui6PdWI

2) Our custodial staff will regularly disinfect door handles, sink handles,
toilet handles, offering plates, attendance registries and pens, drinking
fountains, coffee pots, and other surfaces that are regularly touched.

3) Greeters will sanitize their hands and will not shake hands.

4) Nursery workers will sanitize their hands before touching children,
and nursery toys will be sanitized weekly.

4) Sunday school teachers will sanitize their hands before passing out
items to class members.

5) Those who serve Communion will wear gloves and will hand the
elements to recipients.

6) We will continue to monitor the situation, consulting with our Safety

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2-Yui6PdWI


Committee and our Board of Administration. Measures may be added or
relaxed, depending on what happens.

While we hope these measures will minimize any risk, there is still the
chance that a communicable disease may be contracted at one of our
services or activities. With this in mind, we ask that you consider the
following:

1) At present, the risk of contracting the coronavirus in the United
States is very small. 

2) While we want people to feel safe, in reality we take bigger risks
every day by engaging in activities such as driving or riding in a
car. There is no such thing as a risk-proof life.

3) As followers of Jesus, we are called to be risk-takers.  We understand
the vital importance of meeting as the body of Christ. Throughout
history, and even in some parts of the world today, Christians have
risked their lives to come together. 

Dear FMC Family,

As we face growing concerns over the spread of COVID-19, we would
like to offer words of care, guidance and encouragement.

For those already affected in a number of ways including those having
contracted the disease, those quarantined as a result of potential
exposure, or those affected by travel restrictions, closed schools or the
like, we extend our prayers. In fact, we encourage the entire Church to
be in fervent and earnest prayer for one another, for our communities
and the global efforts being engaged to combat the spread of the virus.

We also want to extend words of guidance for our local congregations.
We are communities that thrive in gathering, so questions have
naturally emerged amid the closings and cancellations of many
institutions and public events. There are many options available to us
all, and, through prayerful discernment, would encourage you to
explore one or many of these options as they apply to your local
context:

1. Encourage anyone exhibiting flu-like symptoms or respiratory
distress to refrain from attending public services or gatherings of
the church, and to seek medical attention.

2. Since symptoms can be very mild and often do not appear at all
for 1-2 weeks, encourage anyone who has reason to suspect
possible exposure (travel in a high-risk area or contact with a
confirmed victim) to self-quarantine for 14 days or until testing
rules out infection. Such precautions are not born of fear but are
meant to protect the vulnerable (the elderly, those with underlying



medical issues or compromised immune systems, etc.).
3. Engage networks of people in your congregation to check in on

one another, pray for one another, and meet one another's needs
as they arise.

4. A number of our congregations have sought to lessen contact
during services by collecting offerings via one receptacle rather
than passing them through the aisles of your church, engaging
alternatives to handshakes like elbow-bumps, and making hand
sanitizer readily available.

5. When serving the elements of communion, do so in ways that
provide individual portions and means of serving.

6. Offer an attitude of peace to all. Let the peace of Christ rule in our
hearts, refusing to live by neither hysteria nor cynicism.

7. Abide by local health and governmental regulations, including
bans on large gatherings if instituted.

8. Leverage other means to worship through social media live
streams and electronic communication.

9. When caring for your worship spaces, go above-and-beyond
normal protocols to disinfect.

In these ways we can exhibit our commitment to love our neighbor as
ourselves doing so in wise and discerning ways. We are committed to
continued monitoring of the situation and issuing further
communication as needed.

With hope,
Linda Adams, Keith Cowart, Matt Whitehead
The Board of Bishops, FMCUSA

For ongoing communication please visit https://fmcusa.org/covid19.

You may also download this help church resource from the Wheaton
College Humanitarian Disaster Institute by clicking HERE HERE.

Take steps to protectTake steps to protect
yourself:yourself:

Clean your hands oftenClean your hands often
Wash your hands often with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds
especially after you have been in a
public place, or after blowing your
nose, coughing, or sneezing.
If soap and water are not readily
available, use a hand sanitizer that
contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover

all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

https://fmcusa.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be2950225b51b17969c7ddf64&id=ea0440ac08&e=c77cedb078
https://fmcusa.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be2950225b51b17969c7ddf64&id=ac3a8d4b92&e=c77cedb078


Avoid close contactAvoid close contact
Avoid close contact with people who are sick
Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is
spreading in your community. This is especially important for peoplepeople
who are at higher risk of getting very sickwho are at higher risk of getting very sick.

Take steps to protect others:Take steps to protect others:

Stay home if you’re sickStay home if you’re sick
Stay home if you are sick, except to get medical care. Learn what towhat to
do if you are sickdo if you are sick.

Cover coughs and sneezesCover coughs and sneezes
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze
or use the inside of your elbow.
Throw used tissues in the trash.
Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20
seconds. If soap and water are not readily available, clean your
hands with a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

Wear a facemask if you are sickWear a facemask if you are sick
If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around
other people (e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) and before you enter a
healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should
do your best to cover your coughs and sneezes, and people who are
caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. LearnLearn
what to do if you are sick.what to do if you are sick.
If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you
are caring for someone who is sick (and they are not able to wear a
facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be
saved for caregivers.

Clean and disinfectClean and disinfect
Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfacesfrequently touched surfaces daily. This includes
tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles, desks,
phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, and sinks.
If surfaces are dirty, clean them: Use detergent or soap and water
prior to disinfection.

From the CDC. Click here for more information.

Gateway Conference - FMCUSA
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