
 

2022 General Conference Delegate Nominees Biographies 

Biographies for Clergy General Conference Nominees: 

Tyler Boyer-I am currently serving as the senior pastor at Knox Knolls Free Methodist Church in Springfield 

Illinois where I have been appointed since the Summer of 2013.  My wife Cindy is teaching Chemistry and Physics 

at Jacksonville High School.  My son Brennan is currently attending Greenville University and my daughter Emelia 

attends Springfield High School .  I am a graduate of Greenville University, Asbury Theological Seminary and have a 

Doctor of Ministry degree in Spiritual Formation from Lincoln Christian University.  Along with my time at Knox 

Knolls, I served as the senior pastor of the Normal Free Methodist Church and the interim senior pastor at 

Groveland Missionary Church.  Since 2000 I have served as an adjunct professor at four different colleges and 

universities teaching philosophy and religion courses.  Most recently I have taught Western Christianity II and 

Discipleship and Evangelism for Greenville University.  Over the last few years I have been blessed to work with my 

fellow pastors in Gateway Conference to prepare lay people for service as consecrated deacons.  I currently serve 

on the conference MEGA Board. 

Rev. Ginger Coakley, M.Div has served on the MEGA for one term, and is thankful to have journeyed with 

Gateway Conference and its candidates in this capacity. Ginger is a wife, mom, and do-er for justice. Husband Lee 

teaches at Greenville High School, allowing the family to be more fully connected to the community. Three boys 

(Thailer, 10; Josiah, 7; and Evan, 3) keep life exciting, busy, and LOUD.  

Time in a quiet meeting is such a gift to this busy mom! Eden’s Glory and Core Community keep Ginger engaged in 

the community and involved in justice ministries that seek to follow God’s heart for the poor, oppressed, and 

stranger in our midst.  

Dr. Eugene Dunkley is an ordained Free Methodist elder currently serving as the senior pastor for the 

Coffeen Free Methodist Church in Coffeen, IL. He has been blessed to be the pastor of that community of 

believers for the past fourteen years. His wife, Jennifer Dunkley, is also an ordained elder and co-pastor. 

He has taught at Greenville University in the Biology Department since 2001. He has had a number of mission trips 

with students in that time period, including Rwanda, Burundi, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Malawi. He and Jennifer 

have three grown children who all graduated from Greenville University; Melissa, Eugene III (wife Rosa), and 

Camille, and two grandchildren Alex and Sofia. 

Jennifer Dunkley is a bi-vocational minister serving at the Coffeen Free Methodist church, IL. She also serves 

an itinerary minister for Parish of the Open Door, Presbyterian Church. Jennifer’s has a passion for missions, 

evangelism and ministry to the poor and marginalized. She works full time at Illinois Health and Family services as a 

Public Aid Program Quality Analyst. In her spare time Jennifer enjoys writing poetry and children’s books. Jennifer 

is also the Co-Founder and Director of Agape Scholars International, Inc. which assists orphans and street 

children in Malawi, Africa. In 2011 she received the Kaskaskia College Humanitarian Award for her work in Malawi. 

 



Stephanie Dyas is the youth pastor at the Hillsboro FMC. She has served at the church for the past 13 years, 

leading the youth group and overseeing missions. She also helps out with the Programming Committee for Durley 

Youth Camp.    

 

Stephanie has been married to C.J. since 2009 and they have three children, Addie (8), Graham (7) and Nolan (4).  

 

Analicia Harrell is the lead pastor at Parkview Free Methodist Church. She is finishing her MDiv at Asbury 

Theological Seminary. She and her husband John moved here from Seattle where they both served as CMC's. Ana 

was the assistant pastor of a church plant for Iranian refugees and was the Chaplain at North Queen Anne Child 

Care where she developed and lead discipleship classes for toddlers and their parents. She is the mom to Josiah 

and Jeremiah.  

Steve Neville is pastor of the Cowden Free Methodist Church.  He is the Gateway Northeast District 

Leader.  He enjoys being part of the Team.  His strengths are strategy and seeing the big picture. 

 Gloelma Rivera-Quintana has been preaching and bringing forth God’s Word for over 14 years. She has been 

Co-Pastor at Ministerio Apostólico Plantío del Señor since it was founded in 2010. Pastor Gloelma has also been 

appointed to Solid Rock Community Church since 2018 where they host bilingual services.  Pastor Gloelma served on 

the Gateway Conference BOA, the Conexión Latina Board, and the St Louis Hispanic Pastors Alliance board. 

Pastor Gloelma and her husband Pastor Javier have been married since 1997. She is mother of three beautiful 

daughters, Aysha, Paola and Tamara and grandmother to Chess Allan, Noah Xavier, Azary Soé and baby Enzo, 

expected in May 2022. 

Chris Smith is the Lead Pastor of Emmanuel Free Methodist Church, Alton, IL.  Chris currently serves on the 

conference MEGA board, is the President of the Cowden Camp Association and serves on the board of the Restore 

Network.  Chris has previously served as Pastor in White Haven, PA (96-01) and Coffeen, IL (01-06) along with 

denominational service at Greenville University (01-06) and Central Christian College of KS (06-17) as the Campus 

Pastor and V.P. of Student Affairs.  Chris holds a B.S. in Youth Ministry from GU, and a M.Ed. in College Student 

Affairs, from Azusa Pacific University.  He and his wife Leah have 3 children. 

Deborah Somerville  is a retired pastor as of December 2021. She has served churches in the Gateway, 

Wabash, and Great Plains conferences. She has participated in several General Conferences as either delegate, 

reserve delegate, General Conference Planning Committee member, or group leader at the behest of the Board of 

Bishops. She was also a member of the Bishops Search Committee that served the 2019 General Conference. Her 

most recent post was as senior pastor of the Greenville Free Methodist Church. While there, it was her great 

privilege to welcome two new deacons, coach local and conference ministerial candidates, and engage with students 

at Greenville University through numerous chapel speaking invitations. In addition, several new ministries were 

begun: Celebrate Recovery, Core Community (poverty eradication initiative), Cars4Change, and partnership with 

Restore Network (foster family support). Significant strides were made toward the reduction of building debt as 

well. In retirement, Deb has continued to serve the church through Sunday morning pulpit supply, as officiant at 

two weddings, and through leadership in several funerals. She remains involved in the Greenville community by 

assisting with the local Food Pantry, and serves on the Board of the Bond County Senior Center. In addition, she 

continues to mentor/coach several young women and a young family in the community. 

 



Biographies for Lay General Conference Delegate Nominees: 

Bobbie Aden retired in January 2020  after nearly thirty-four years in the aircraft and metals industries.   She 

spent almost 15 years at Boeing supporting the F/A-18 program as a supplier program manager and hardware quality 

engineer.  Prior to Boeing, she worked in various engineering and supervisory capacities at Olin Brass.   Upon 

retirement, Bobbie felt the Lord wanted her to help struggling readers become confident, independent 

readers.    To train for this ministry, she enrolled in Greenville University before retirement and earned a Master 

of Arts in Education – Reading Specialist in August 2020.   Since that time, Bobbie has been tutoring children in 

reading on a voluntary basis and is serving as the reading specialist at Maryville Christian School for this school 

year.  

  

Bobbie is a member of The Bridge Free Methodist Church in Glen Carbon, IL.  She serves on The Bridge Board of 

Administration, helps with the children’s Sunday School, and is on the prayer team.  She also serves as the 

treasurer for The Restore Network.  Bobbie is married to Elder Mike Aden, and they have two married children 

and four grandchildren.  Known as “Nina” to her grandchildren, Bobbie loves spending time with her family, being 

outdoors, baking and traveling to new places.   

 

Tiffany Alf is a member of Moundford FMC in Decatur. She has an intentional deep relationship with Jesus and 

love for His word. Over the last 16 years she has served in various roles with her husband, who has pastored in 4 

FM churches. She currently leads the Wednesday children’s programming and teaches, as well as serves on the 

children’s planning committee at Moundford.  She is mother to three, who are her greatest calling to discipleship. 

She homeschools the children and volunteers on a local homeschool co-op board of directors that meets at 

Moundford. She is passionate and committed to discipleship of younger women helping them realize their gifts and 

seeking the Lord with them on their spiritual journeys. She also feels deeply that church begins on our own 

doorstep and is pro-active about relationships with neighbors and folks who God puts right in her path. 

 

Christy Coates attends Moundford Free Methodist in Decatur, IL. She is married to Charles Coates and they 

have three adult daughters: Fadra, Olivia and Marjory.  

Currently, Christy serves as a member of the Gateway MEGA Board and MAC. She and Chuck co-teach an adult 

Sunday school class at Moundford FMC, she serves as Chair of the MFMC Outreach Committee, and she was a 

delegate to the FMCUSA General Conference 2019. 

Her career has included work as a writer/editor; Substitute Teaching Leader, Bible Study Fellowship International; 

president, Warrensburg Latham Athletic Booster Club; president, Greenville College Alumni Board; Bible Quiz 

Coach; and team leader for a mission trip to Kenya. She currently works as a designer for a local florist. 

Christy’s Strength-Finder Survey Results include Responsibility, Individualization, Strategic. Learner, Restorative 

 

 

 

 



Gustavo Cruz A native Puerto Rican, Gustavo Cruz has had a heart for service to others since his late teens. 

Gustavo served for four years as a community leader for an annual church retreat. Gustavo also served for another 

four years as a treasurer for a non-profit organization whose goal was to collect funds to provide Three Kings Day 

toys for low income families.  

Gustavo and his family moved to St Louis in 2010 and he immediately began serving at MAPS. From 2010 to 2016, 

Gustavo served as the Bus Driver, Usher Team Leader and Treasurer. Gustavo currently provides full support and 

serves Solid Rock Community Church as the Conference Delegate, Treasurer and Trustee.  

Gustavo works a full-time job as an Auto Body Technician. He enjoys detailing and working on vehicles. 

Gustavo and his wife Yajaira have been married for twenty years and they have two children, Gustavo 18 and Ariana 

15. 

Shanella Huntley-Marzuk is the Pastor at Ministries United Outreach FMC. She has served in Ministry for 

15yrs and has labored in the Ministry spearheading many community outreach projects in downtrodden & low 

income areas. She has a loving and supportive husband, Marzuk and 3 beautiful children, Anthony, Salamatu & 

Ramatu.  From The ashes of despair during mid-COVID season, Shanella founded a Private School, (Free Methodist 

Affiliate) and has been educating the community's children thus providing a safe haven while parents are at work. 

She hosts Dinner Church and provides the entire community with breakfast lunch and dinner in an effort to 

alleviate hunger thus spreading the message of Jesus Christ.  

 

Fredy Alexy López Díaz  I am of Honduran nationality and I arrived in this country in January 2001. 

 

At the beginning of 2012 the Lord touched my heart and received him; immediately I began to serve in the church 

after that just a few months after being a servant in the congregation the Lord called me to serve him as pastor, 

between that period of time two years passed. 

 

After those two years I married the one who is now my wife (Lesly Arriaga) followed by that we were anointed as 

pastors to start serving in pastoral ministry almost 8 years ago and I began serving as a pastor about six and a half 

years ago, taking responsibility for carrying out the 11:am service every Sunday at MAPS 

 

I currently work in my own construction and interior remodeling business (Eben-Ezer Painting LLC) is the name of 

my business. Since the Lord has been very good to me and my family by giving me the privilege of being his servant 

and the opportunity to meet my beloved pastors Javier and Gloelma Quintana, so has the FMC conference. 

 

In my opinion in the short career I have as a servant of the Lord, I consider that the Lord has given me the gift of 

discernment which I am exercising as the Holy Spirit guides me, in addition to prediction and teaching in 

complement together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chiyo Shigekawa Palen recently moved to Pocahontas, IL with her husband of 21 years.  They are blessed with 

five children and one grandson.   

Chiyo and her family are long-time members of the Emmanuel Free Methodist Church in Alton, Illinois.  With their 

recent move, they are transitioning their membership to the Greenville Free Methodist Church.   

Chiyo has her BBA in HRM from McKendree University and her MPA from SIUE.  She has worked for local 

government entities in the finance and accounting field for more than 15 years.  She is now the Planned Giving 

Representative for FMF Financial Services and recently began working at Greenville University. 

Her passion to serve God using her talents has led her to work closely with the Gateway Conference in the 

accounting capacity, assisting small churches with their bookkeeping efforts. 

Mark Schaefer  My wife Kathy and I have been married for forty-two years. We are active members of 

Emmanuel FM Church, Alton, Illinois. We have three grown children. We both enjoy mission work, currently serving 

as missions coordinators at Alton EFMC, we teach junior high Sunday School and facilitate / lead a Sunday night 

Connect Group. I have served in the past on various church committees and the Board of Administration. We are 

grateful for the impact The Free Methodist Church has had on our lives. We look forward to the opportunity to 

continue serving, giving ourselves to the building of God’s kingdom: The Free Methodist Way. 

I grew-up in a rural community, working on a small family farm. I have farmed with my twin brother for over forty 

years operating our family farm. I am employed at Jersey State Bank, in Jerseyville IL as President/CEO. I serve 

on two nonprofit boards: Jersey Community Hospital Foundation, in Jerseyville IL, and Senior Services Plus, a 

social service agency in Alton, IL. 

Kim Ward was born and raised in the Free Methodist church having membership and engaged in several different 

FM churches in Washington, Oklahoma, and Illinois. She is an alumni of Central Christian College and Greenville 

University and has ties to Seattle Pacific University. She and her family have been attending Greenville FMC since 

moving to Greenville from Seattle, Washington in 2001. She has served as a Sunday School /Wednesday night 

teacher for 15+ years, member of the missions committee, Pastor’s cabinet, and BOA along with many hours of 

volunteer work in various other areas of the church. She has been a church delegate for the past 3 years. She was 

also part of the missions team to Bolivia on two different occasions. She is married to Jim, and they have 3 grown 

children, 4 grandchildren and 1 foster grandchild. She is currently providing childcare for her grandchildren. 

 


