BBPC Weekly BUZZ
September 06, 2019
December 7, 2018

Children’s Choir Open House
This Week in Worship
Streaming Online @ BBPC.org/LIVE
Sunday, September 5, 10:00 a.m.
15th Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Linda Owens Preaching
“Signs & Symptoms”
Scripture:
Psalm 125;
James 2:1-10, 14-17;

Anthem:
Day by Day - Godspell
Performed by: Taylor Gram

Communion Celebrated this Sunday!
If you are worshiping with us virtually, please be
prepared for communion on Sunday. You will want to
have bread or a cracker, and juice or wine on hand
and ready so that we can partake of
communion together as Rev. Linda Owens leads us
through the communion liturgy. Be mindful to participate in the sacrament of communion prayerfully and
reverently. Children are welcome to participate.
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A Note From Pastor Linda...
To Our Church Family & Friends,
These past few days of storm and recovery have been harrowing. While the Bound Brook area
is no stranger to flooding rains, no one had ever seen anything like what was experienced on
Wednesday with unprecedented rainfall totals in record time and the threat of widespread tornadoes. It is my prayer that you and your family, and your home, are safe and dry.
If the storm has left you in need of help, whether it be an extra hand or a shop vac, etc…, or
you have help to give, the Deacons are coordinating efforts to connect those in need with those
willing to help. You can reach the Deacons through the church office (office@bbpc.org) or by
contacting Cheryl Dolida or Linda Lee directly.
You may be wondering how the church faired in the storm. While there was a little bit of water
in the Cave (basement) hallways and the Norton Room, we were spared major damage. Having said that we are still experiencing mold issues and this week’s rain was not helpful in that
regard. In addition, the brook behind the cemetery swelled and flooded much of the back section of the cemetery grounds. Much of the flooding has receded already, but the ground is soggy and there is much debris to be cleared. At present the cemetery grounds are closed to visitors until all the water has receded.
Our friends at Christ Presbyterian Church in Martinsville were not as fortunate as we were.
Their church campus both inside and out experienced significant damage. Much of this damage we expect to be covered by insurance and remediation is already under way, but there is
much to clean up and should help be needed, I hope you will join me in pitching in to lend a
hand.
I have also been asked about the conditions in town. Bound Brook, Middlesex, and Manville
have all been hit hard. Currently Main Street and the surrounding low-lying neighborhoods are
closed to traffic. Families in those areas have been evacuated and are being sheltered in Bernardsville. While there will be much clean-up to do in the coming days and weeks, and there
will no doubt be opportunities to help our neighbors, right now we must wait for the town to
clear the streets and assess the damage.
So let us hold one another close; friends, family, and neighbors in thought, prayer, and deed.

Peace,
Linda
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20th Anniversary of 9/11
Prayer Vigil
9/11/21 at 7:00pm

Join us in the front yard of BBPC as we commemorate this dark day in our history. We will light candles, sing songs of healing, and pray for peace
around the world.

Youth and Families
Children and Youth programming at BBPC
As we continue to prepare for Fall 2021 Children
and Youth programming at BBPC, it would be extremely helpful to us if you would please take time
to take our short survey about your anticipated
participation. The Survey should only take 1 minute
of your time and would be tremendously valuable
as we move forward with planning. Thank you!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5R6M3K7
Courtney Rzeplinski (Christian Education Director)
Ben Berman (Music Director)
Blessing of the Backpacks
There will be a special children's sermon on
September 12th, in celebration of Christian
Formation Week. Children and Youth will have an
opportunity to bring their backpacks up to the communion table to be blessed for the upcoming school
year. We hope you will encourage your child to
bring their backpacks to worship on September
12th.
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CALLING ALL EXPERT BAKERS, WANNABE BAKERS, AND
THE BAKING CHALLENGED!!
IT’S TIME TO SUBMIT YOUR “NOT BAKED” GOODIES!

(REMEMBER THIS IS A VIRTUAL BAKE SALE - NO ACTUAL BAKING REQUIRED!)
HERE’S ALL YOU HAVE TO DO:
1. DECIDE ON THE DELICIOUS LOOKING GOODIE(S) YOU WANT TO SUBMIT AND
TAKE OR DOWNLOAD A PICTURE.
2. SEND THE PICTURE TO KAREN VIA EMAIL AT office@bbpc.org ALONG WITH
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
a. YOUR NAME
b. NAME OF THE NONBAKED GOODIE(S), AND A BRIEF (TANTALIZING)
DESCRIPTION
c. SUGGESTED PRICE (OR WE’LL PRICE IT FOR YOU IF YOU LIKE)
d. ESTIMATED CALORIES (JUST MAKE A GUESS!)
e. AMOUNT OF YOUR PLANNED DONATION TO THE DEACON’S FUND
(MAYBE THE $ YOU SAVED ON INGREDIENTS!)
3. YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EMAIL CONFIRMATION FROM KAREN ALONG WITH
THE LINK TO THE DONATION WEBPAGE.
4. WHEN YOU RECEIVE THE CONFIRMATION EMAIL, CLICK ON THAT LINK AND
MAKE YOUR DONATION. CHOOSE THE “DEACONS’ BAKE-LESS - BAKE SALE”
OPTION ON THE DROP DOWN.

5. TELL ALL YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO “COME” TO THE BAKE SALE
ONLINE SEPTEMBER 17TH THROUGH SEPTEMBER 26TH (AND DON’T FORGET
TO COME YOURSELF AND BUY SOME GOODIES!)
ALL SUBMISSIONS DUE BY SEPTEMBER 5TH
REMEMBER, THE “BAKER” WHOSE ITEM GARNERS THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF
PURCHASE WILL RECEIVE THE COVETED FA V ORITE SELECTION A WA RD AND
ASSOCIATED GIFT!
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Fall Gathering - Presbyterian
Women of the Presbytery of the
Highlands of New Jersey
WHO ARE WE?
WHY DO WE EXIST?
HOW DO WE CONTINUE TO FULFILL THE PW
PURPOSE?
SAVE THE DATE: September 18, 2021
Time: to be advised
Place: to be advised – in person or virtual
PLEASE COME TO THE CONVERSATION –
TOGETHER, WE WILL SEARCH FOR THE ANSWER
TO THE QUESTIONS
Keep watch for detailed information about the Fall
Gathering in our new presbytery.
Doris Sabin

dorissabin@gmail.com

Inquirer’s Class – Sunday,
September 26, 11:30
If you have been worshipping with us – remotely or
in person – and would like to learn more about the
Presbyterian Church in general or the Bound Brook
Presbyterian Church in particular or if you know us
and are thinking about becoming a member, please
join us on Sunday, September 26 at 11:30 (inperson or by Zoom) to ask questions, to meet
members, and to consider whether joining the
church is the next step in your faith journey. It will
be an information only session with no pressure
whatsoever to join BBPC. If you are interested in
attending, please contact Karen at the church office
(732-356-3575 or office@bbpc.org) or Judy
Wahrenberger (201-615-6554 or
larjaw@gmail.com)
.
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Congratulations PEB Graduates!
The Mission Commission is happy to announce the
graduations of 4 PEB students, some of whom our
church has supported for many years. All 25 of our
scholarship students have sent pictures with thank
you letters to all of us. Students at the PEB schools
are educated from pre-school through 10th grade.
After graduation they hope to attend university to become doctors, nurses, pilots or return as teacher
aides. PEB schools maintain high graduation rates
with students scoring extremely well on National exams. The graduates are: Lubna Patras, Nomi Dilber,
Recca Romani, and Rubial Akram. Four needy students will replace these graduates for us to support in
the 2021-22 school year. Recca Romani’s thank
you:
My name is Recca Romani. I would like to express my sincere gratitude for your support. I
have lost my all hopes for c continue my studies
during lockdown. But your scholarship prove
good fortune for me. Because my parents was
facing financial problems. Thank you so much.
Recca Romani
Please continue to pray for all the students we support and change their lives.

Picture This…
If you are worshipping with us online and live out of
state, we would love to have your picture in our
sanctuary to remind us that our congregational
family extends far and wide. Please send a photo in
portrait orientation to office@bbpc.org. Our knitters
and quilters are preparing a wall tapestry to serve
as the backdrop to your photos. We look forward to
seeing your faces as reminder of our faith connection!

Help Is On The Way!
A reminder that if you are in need of help due to
COVID restrictions the Deacons are ready to connect
you with the help you need. To get help, please reach
out to Alice Dellmire at 732-744-4473/ aliceadellmire@aol.com or Connie Sopko at 732-469-0994/
connie.sopko@yahoo.com.
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Love Local
Love Local Thanks Shop Rite
The Mission Commission would like to thank ShopRite of Bound Brook for their ongoing contributions to
two of our Love Local programs. Since April of 2020, we have purchased over $70,000 in ShopRite gift
cards (face value) that have been distributed to various organizations, including the Bound Brook and Middlesex school systems, Casa de Esperanza, the Somerset County Foodbank, and HOME of Somerset County. ShopRite has been selling these cards to us at a 5% discount; this translates into over $3,500 in support!
The second Love Local program benefitting from ShopRite of Bound Brook’s support is our partnership
with the Branchburg Rotary to glean food from area stores. Some of this food is used to prepare entrees,
soups and salads. These items, along with the gleaned food, are distributed, with help from the Deacons, to
families in the Bound Brook school system. Not only has ShopRite of Bound Brook donated food items for
the gleaning efforts, they also gifted us 500 paper bags that will be used to distribute the prepared and
gleaned food. ShopRite of Bound Brook’s generosity has played a significant role in our Love Local efforts to help area residents fight food insecurity.

Raffle To Benefit Homeless Families
Be the difference to a family struggling with housing and food security. Tickets are
on sale now for HOME of Somerset County’s annual fundraiser. The Calendar Raffle
draws seven winners each week in November and December of 2021 and January
of 2022. All tickets are re-entered for each weekly drawing giving ticket holders
multiple chances to win! Each day has a designated cash value between $30 &
$100. Winners will receive a check in the mail after each drawing.
Tickets are $10 and are available by calling 908.704.1920 or by emailing Karen
Donohue; karen@homesc.nj. You may also stop by the office; 98 West End Ave.,
Somerville 08876.
HOME/SC provides shelter, case management, mental health counseling, and
budget and parenting skills. HOME is supported by a network from 30 religious
congregations within the County.
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Sunday Morning Group @8:45am
The Sunday morning adult-ed class is on Summer break. We will resume in September with details on
meeting in-person, virtually, or hybrid to be provided later

Monday Evening Women’s After Hours Bible Study @ 7:30pm
After Hours Bible Study is a group of about 20 women who have been meeting once a month on the fourth Monday (except for
Holiday conflicts) for over 30 years. For our study we use the Presbyterian Women’s Horizons Bible study materials. This year the
study is “What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus”. You are invited to join
us as we join Author Merryl Blair, Senior Lecturer at Stirling Theological College (part of University of Divinity, Melbourne, Australia), in a journey through Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus to consider why these women were included in the genealogy of Jesus and
what we might learn from their faithful living. The first meeting will be at 7:30 pm on September 27, 2021 , at the
home of Carol Brennan.

All women are welcome. If you are interested in participating, please order a copy of What My Grandmother Taught Me online at
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/product/what-my-grandmothers-taught-me-english-edition (copy and paste this url into
your search (i.e., Google) or call 800-533-4371, Monday thru Friday, 9 am to 5 pm, eastern standard time. The cost for the study is
$10.00.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study @ 7pm
The group will be on hiatus until September but we will announce in August when we will be resuming.
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Session Highlights

The Session met for its regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, August 17th
by Zoom. The highlights are as follows:


The Session received an update from the Christ Presbyterian Church Task Force related to ongoing
repairs to the campus in preparation for the transfer of title to the property. Some tree work has been
completed as has the repair of the sewer line. There are still several repairs remaining to be
addressed. The goal of finishing all need work by mid-September is no longer feasible. This is due to
the difficulty at present in finding contractors willing to take on small jobs. It was also reported that
the Administrative Commission of Presbytery would like to complete the transfer of property and assets from CPC to BBPC by the end of the year.



The Session approved a motion put forward by the Mission Commission to spend $10,000 of the
mission allocated money from the Capital Campaign to support a manager or managers for the newly
created Bound Brook Families for Success for a period of no more than 6 months. Bound Brook
Families for Success was initiated by BBPC in an effort to coordinate available social services for local
families in need.



Session also approved a special collection to be taken for hurricane recovery in Haiti. The collection
will run for two Sundays – August 22-29.



The Session discussed the current status of the Capital Campaign. At present pledged giving received
is at 95%, with an additional $55,000 of non-pledged giving received. This means that all priority 1, 2,
& 3 items are fully funded with a projected $30,000 - $40,000 remaining. It was reported that these
funds may be needed for possible structural repairs to the Bell Tower. An inspection of the Bell Tower
is planned in the next several weeks. This leaves our priority 4 projects unfunded. Interested session
members will meet with Stewardship/Capital Campaign members in the fall to discuss how to move
forward.



Session voted to earmark the 25% of the Peacemaking Offering, which can be designated for church
use, to the work of the Appalachia Service Project organization. This offering will be collected on
October 3.



Repaving of the parking lot and driveway was targeted by Building and Grounds as a top priority for
the fall and will be funded by the Dave Pease Capital Repair Fund.
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Congregational Bulletin Board
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Congregational Bulletin Board

APPLY NOW
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MASKS REQUIRED FOR INDOOR GATHERINGS (again)

As you are no doubt aware increasing number of COVID cases due to the delta
variant are climbing throughout the country, as well as here in New Jersey and
even in our local area. This has prompted the CDC to advise that all people, regardless of vaccination status, wear masks while indoors in public spaces
where the vaccination status of those present in unknown. In addition, the infection rate, which we have used as our main marker for mask-free gathering, has
risen in NJ and locally in both Somerset and Middlesex counties above 1% mark,
signaling to both the Response Team and Session that it is time to return to wearing masks at all indoor gatherings on the church campus including worship. This
will go into effect immediately.
We appreciate your support and your patience in this matter. It is our strong conviction that taking appropriate precautions, protects us all and contributes to the
overall cause of defeating the COVID 19 virus and its variants.
A word from Pastor Linda: I have begun marking the time during this pandemic
in COVID months, which seem longer and more arduous than a month in
“normal” time. Just when the way forward begins to come into focus and we dare
to plan ahead, the numbers shift, new variants emerge, a return to previous precautions are advised. Plans made become plans changed. I am tired of it. Perhaps
you are too. But I urge you, as I remind myself, to hang in there. Find the joy in the
present moment, even while the battle to defeat COVID and return to “normal”
continues. Fight the good fight. This Sunday’s epistle lesson from Ephesians reminds us that we are “members of one another.” We are charged with the command to love one another, to weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who
rejoice, to care for the common good, rejecting selfishness in favor of generosity.
And so we are reminded that our precautions are not just for our own safety, but
for the safety of each other, our neighbors and the most vulnerable among us. As
recording artist, Carrie Newcomer, reminds us, “We can do this hard thing.”
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How to Stream Worship Live Sunday Mornings @ 10 a.m.
There are several ways to join us on Sunday mornings for worship. We are currently streaming on our
BBPC.ORG/Live, Facebook, Roku, Apple TV (4th generation), Amazon Fire Stick, and by phone for sound
only. We are able to do these things through a streaming service called BoxCast. BoxCast works with churches to get their worship services online.

Options for Viewing or Listening:
BBPC.ORG/LIVE – The worship service will be broadcasted live on our webpage and will remain there for
several weeks for viewing.
Facebook - If you have a Facebook account you can find us at B.B.Presbyterian.Church. One of the benefits
of watching through Facebook is that you can interact with other viewers in real-time, passing the peace and
saying “hello” and agreeing in prayer with a hearty “Amen!” If you “like” us on our Facebook page and your
settings on your smartphone allow for notifications from Facebook, you will receive a notification when we
go live!
YouTube We are now streaming live and previously recorded worship services on YouTube. Click herehttps://www.youtube.com/channel/ UChCirphSKjJyjBFaZAHewlA or search for BBPC Worship. Subscribe
and you will receive notifications from YouTube about content.
Apple TV (4th generation 4K & HD) – Watch live on Apple TV or view past services. To access you must
download BoxCast from the App Store to your Apple TV. Once in the BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook
Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can be viewed for up to 90 days.
Roku – Watch us live on Roku or view past services. To access you must download the BoxCast app to your
Roku device. Once in the BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can
be viewed for up to 90 days.

Amazon Fire Stick - To access you must download the BoxCast app to your Amazon device. Once in the
BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can be viewed for up to 90
days.
Phone In – The phone-in option for worship has been suspended.
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In Other News…
Caring Minister On Call: Sept 5 - Sept 11: Susan Sebastian
Help Is On The Way: A reminder that if you are in need of help due to
COVID restrictions the Deacons are ready to connect you with the help you need.
To get help please reach out to Alice Dellmire at 732-744-4473/
aliceadellmire@aol.com or Connie Sopko at 732-469-0994/
connie.sopko@yahoo.com.
Joys & Concerns: I n an effort to respect privacy, please email prayer
requests to the church office.

The deadline for sending Buzz articles to the office; is Thursday 1:00pm.

CONTACT US:
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9am-2pm
Church Office : office@bbpc.org

Linda Owens: linda@bbpc.org
Courtney Rzeplinski: courtney@bbpc.org
Ben Berman: ben@bbpc.org
Cemetery Office: cemeteryoffice@bbpc.org

Check-Ins and Chats
Lunch & Conversation with Pastor Linda to resume in September

Follow us: Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church & Instagram @ bbpresby
bbpc.org
The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church
409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575

14

