
 

This Week in Worship 
Saturday, July 6 

5:00 p.m. 
 

& 
 

Sunday, July 7 

10:00 a.m. 
 

 

Rev. Brooks Smith Preaching 

“To the Streets” 
 

Scriptures: 

Psalm 30;  
Galatians 6:7-16,   Luke 10:1-11 

 

Music by the Summer Choir 
Rehearsal at 9:30AM.  All are welcome! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ASP (Appalachia Service  

Project) 
Our youth and adult volunteers are in Leslie Co., 
Kentucky and will return on Sunday, July 7. Please 
keep them in your prayers.  You can follow their 
blog on our website, or at:  
http://bbpc-asp.blogspot.com  
 

ASP Thank you! 
Wednesday, July 10 at 7 PM there be an ASP 
‘Thank You’ gathering at which the participants will 
entertain the supporters with pictures and stories. 
 

A not to miss event! 

December 7, 2018 

 

 
BBPC Weekly BUZZ 

July 5, 2019 

ASP Send off - June 29 

http://bbpc-asp.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School  

Volunteers Needed 

July 15-19, 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
 

We are in need of 6 youth volunteers to lead crews of 
children for VBS (week of July 15 from 5-8).  We are 
in need of one adult volunteer to lead in music each 
evening. This would require only 1 hour of your time 
each night. Please consider volunteering your time to 
help make this a special week for the kids!  Connect 
Kathy Holmlund with any questions:  
kathleen.holmlund@gmail.com  
 
We will be gathering each EVENING at 5:30 PM for a 
light supper, with our program to follow from 6 - 8 
PM.  Whether you can make dinner or not, ‘In the 
Wild’ will be a blast. Children ages 3 through the 4th 
grade (entering 5th graders) are welcome to join 
us.  We are also looking for adult and youth  
volunteers to make this week the best ever! If you 
are interested in helping, let Kathy Holmlund know 
(kathleen.holmlund@gmail.com) Registration forms 
and sign-ups can be found in the reception area, and 
also online at:https://s3.amazonaws.com/
media.cloversites.com/53/53d3a6ba-f220-46dd-a5bd
-6e1669b4c671/documents/
VBS_Registration_Form_2019.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Choir 
For the next two Sundays: July 7 and 14 we will 
have a “pick-up” choir. Anyone who can sing is  
invited to come at 9:30 to the choir room to practice 
a very simple anthem and, most importantly, to lead 
the hymns and service music for that morning.  
All ages are invited. Come join us!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Moly: Volunteers Needed 
Holy Moly Sunday School will run June 30 - Sept. 1 
and we are looking for volunteers to lead the  
sessions. Help give our Sunday School teachers a 
must deserved break; volunteer! 
 

Materials, lessons, and DVD are provided. The sign 
up sheet is on the table outside of Linda’s office. 
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Traveling this summer?  
Why not send us a postcard? We will display them in 

the reception area. Let’s celebrate the BBPC around 

the world! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Gratitude 
Last week we said goodbye to Wayne Miller, our  
cemetery bookkeeper. The position of cemetery 
bookkeeper, a two-hour per week position, is being 
eliminated as part of an over-all staff restructuring at 
both the cemetery and the church.  Wayne has 
served the cemetery and the church in a variety of 
part-time and volunteer capacities for over 35 years. 
He started his association with the church as a teen-
ager assisting the church sexton. Later he become 
the bookkeeper for the cemetery, and for a time 
serve the church as financial secretary. We are so 
very grateful to Wayne for all his many contributions 
to the work of the church and cemetery. His dedica-
tion, accessibility and spot-on bookkeeping will surely 
be missed. Wayne was not interested in a public send 
off, but we are sure he would appreciate notes of 
thanks from the congregation. If you would like to 
send a note along, please drop it off in the church 
office and we will see to it that it gets to him. 
 
The duties of the cemetery bookkeeper will be folded 
into the responsibilities of church finance office. This 
is just one part of a larger effort to streamline our 
staffing needs and expenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be the Church 
Help Wanted: Looking for a place to serve?  
Here are some opportunities… 
 

Worship & Music is currently looking for volunteers to 
help prepare and set up the communion  
sacraments (fill juice cups, cut bread).  No ex-
perience needed; on the job training provided.  If this 
is something you feel called to do, please contact 
Adriana Biedermann (bied318@gmail.com) or Steve 
Decker (sgdecker@isualum.com) for more  
information. Thank you!  
 

Worship & Music is currently looking for volunteers 
who may be interested in reading scripture on an oc-
casional Saturday service. If this is something you 
feel called to do, please contact Adriana Biedermann 
(bied318@gmail.com) or Steve  
Decker (sgdecker@isualum.com) for more  
information.  
 

Thank you!  

mailto:bied318@gmail.com
mailto:sgdecker@isualum.com
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Food Pantry  
We are in need of donations for our church food 
pantry. Canned meats, canned vegetables and 
fruits, nuts, pasta, cereals, personal products, dia-
pers, etc. Please bring your items to church this 
weekend. See page 6 for a more specific list.  
We CAN make a difference.  

 
 

 

Weekly Calendar 
 

Friday  7:00 p.m. BBP Railroad Club 
   8:30 p.m. AA 
 

Saturday  5:00 p.m. Worship 
 

Sunday  10:00 a.m. Worship, Communion 
     ASP trip returns from Kentucky 
    

Monday   9:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 
   8:30 p.m. AA 
 

Tuesday   8:00 p.m. AA 
 

Wednesday 12:00 noon Chair Yoga 
   6:00 p.m. Kids Connection 
   7:00 p.m. ASP Thank you Event 
   7:30 p.m. NA 
 

Thursday  9:30 a.m.  Silence Seekers 
   7:30 p.m. Finance Comm. 
   8:00 p.m. AA Meditation 
 

Friday  7:00 p.m. BBP Railroad Club 
   8:30 p.m. AA 
 

Saturday  5:00 p.m. Worship 

In Other News … 

Caring Minister On Call:  July 7 - 13   Kathy Savo and Doris Sabin  
Elder: Issues and Answers:  The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 14, 10:00AM 
 

Save the Date: September 15 at 4:00 we w ill be installing Rev. Linda as our Pastor,  
 Head of Staff.  A dinner reception will follow, so mark the date on your calendar now. 
 

Church Office Hours:  Summer office hours are Monday—Friday, from 10:00AM - 2PM. 
 

BBPC is SMOKE FREE!  No smoking is permitted on church grounds. We hope that this w ill 
create a healthier and more pleasant environment for all of us. 

 

Chair Yoga Class—Join us! 
Monday at 9:00-10:00 am and/or Wednesday at 12:00-1:00 pm in the preschool classroom.   
Cost: $40 for 8 weeks per class. 

 

Flower chart: The 2019 Flower chart is posted outside the office.   
 

Please send articles for the Buzz  to Sharon:  Sharon@bbpc.org with a copy to the church office:   
 office@bbpc.org   Buzz articles are due by Thursday at 3:00.  Thank you 
 



 
 
 
Gerda Reimer is a lifelong Presbyterian. 
Raised in Summit, Gerda attended the  
Summit Presbyterian Church as a child and 
that is where she married her husband, Fred, 
after her second year of college at Pembroke. 
Back in the day when certain schools, like 
Brown University, did not admit women to 
their institutions, sister schools were com-
mon.  Pembroke was the sister school to 
Brown.  Gerda graduated from Summit High School and went to Pembroke 
to study liberal arts.  Between college years, Gerda worked as a summer 
actuarial student at Prudential.  As it would turn out, the man who would 
become her husband, worked there as well.  Originally from Jersey City, 
Fred did a variety of jobs at Prudential from working on the first computer 
that Gerda said “filled an entire climate-controlled room but was no more 

powerful than a laptop today” and eventually in asset management.  In the very different world of the 
1950’s, Gerda married Fred after her second year at Pembroke and for a while abandoned her college 
dream.  In time, two sons, Fred and Dave, and a daughter, Linda, rounded off the family.  A year after 
they were married, Gerda and Fred bought their first home in Morris Plains, and that is where they 
raised their family.  In fact, Gerda lived in Morris Plains for 50 years. 
 

Yes, the Reimers belonged to the Morris Plains Presbyterian Church.  Well, one could say Gerda did a bit 
more than “belong” to the Morris Plains Presbyterian Church!  She was on session for 18 years, chaired 
the personnel committee, was involved in the Newton Presbytery where she served on the Committee on 
Ministry and was a trustee for the Presbyterian summer camp in Johnsonburg, known affectionately as 
Camp J-burg.   
 

But church was by no means all that kept Gerda busy.  She and Fred were square dancers, and the  
family loved camping.  In their pop-up camper, summer vacations were spent seeing different parts of 
the country.  Acadia National Park was the family favorite.  When her youngest began school, Gerda  
returned to college, attending Fairleigh Dickinson University in Florham Park, where she obtained a 
bachelor of arts in earth science (geology).  After a year away from school to assist her mother with 
health issues, Gerda returned to school, this time to Rutger’s University in New Brunswick where she  
obtained a master’s degree in earth science.  Armed with these degrees, Gerda worked part time for the 
U.S. Geological Survey working in the area of water resources and at times measuring the level of water 
in wells. 
 

Sadly, in 1987, after almost thirty years of marriage, Fred died.  So, for the last 30 years Gerda has  
created a meaningful life as a single woman that has included the Presbyterian church, children and 
grandchildren, volunteer work and lots of travel and, not surprisingly, various health issues that  
inevitably present, but need not, slow one down entirely as Gerda deftly demonstrates.  For fifteen years 
with various friends, Gerda traveled all over the world enjoying ecotourism (Patagonia, the Galápagos 
Islands, New Zealand, Australia, China, Thailand) and, of course, seeing much of Europe including  
Eastern Europe not too long after the collapse of the Soviet Union.  Gerda also traveled with the Morris 
Plains Presbyterian Church to a number of US national parks.  As a person with a background in geology, 
Gerda volunteered for ten years at the Nature Conservancy in Chester where she did various projects 
including preparing materials for volunteers who were eradicating plant invasives and categorizing plants 
in the area of Cape May.  Birding was also a favorite activity.   
 

Eleven years ago Gerda moved from Morris Plains to Somerset Run (an over 55 community) in Somerset 
where she now lives down the corridor from Lee and John Metz.  The move brought her closer to  
children and grandchildren (one of whom is an Eagle Scout), all of whom live in NJ, and closer to Bound 
Brook Presbyterian Church which she joined two years later.  At BBPC Gerda has served on session and 
chaired the personnel committee until recently when personal issues caused her to step down.  Little did 
she anticipate all of the personnel issues that BBPC would encounter in the last short while! Though less 
able to attend theses days, Gerda really enjoys Linda’s Thursday morning Bible study gathering. 
 

Somerset Run has proved to be the source of many meaningful activities that Gerda enjoys including 
various programs and lectures on a variety of topics as well as transportation to the New Brunswick per-
formances of the NJ Symphony Orchestra.  She also serves as the treasurer of the Singles group at 
Somerset Run.  But ever thinking of the future, Gerda is considering a move to a facility that incorpo-
rates the care needed as one ages as many at our church have done at Arbor Glen, now known as Laurel 
Circle.  Gerda, just don’t move far enough away that you abandon us at BBPC! 
 

 



Follow us:  Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church    &   Instagram @ bbpresby 
 

The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church  

409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805 

To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575 


