BBPC Weekly BUZZ
May 31 2019
December 7, 2018

This Week in Worship
Saturday, June 1
5:00 p.m.
&
Sunday, June 2
10:00 a.m.
Commissioning of Susan Sebastian
Caring Minister
“Rev. Linda Owens Preaching”
‘Rise”
Scriptures:
Acts 1:1-11, Psalm 47,
Luke 24:44-53
Communion
The Adult Choir

“King of all ages, throned on high”
“The voice of my beloved sounds”
Maria Hladczuk, Taylor Gram; soloists
Don’t forget to wear RED (orange or yellow)
for Pentecost on June 9th!

Congregational Meeting

The PNC calls for a congregational meeting on June
9, 2019, following the 10 o'clock church service
for the purpose of calling Rev. Linda Owens as
head pastor and head of staff and approving the
terms of call.
In addition, the congregation will vote to elect the
following people to the following roles:
Pam Attanasio—Audit Committee
Alice Dellmire—Nominating Committee
Linda Lee—Nominating Committee

ASP Car Wash Saturday
Come out between 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. on
Saturday, June 1, and have your car washed as you
support our next ASP (Appalachian Service Project)
trip: this year to Leslie County, Kentucky.

Strawberry Festival

Come join us on Friday, June 7th for strawberry
shortcake, music, fun and fellowship.
Tickets will be on sale the weekend of June 1st - 2nd.
The sign-up for food or monetary donations is
available. Any amount of monetary donation is
accepted.
See page 9 for the flyer with more details.
If you signed up to bring a food item
please bring it on Thursday, June 6 from
5:00pm - 7:30pm to the PFC kitchen back door.

World Wide Knit in Public Day

Join the Compassion-knits, the Bound Brook Presbyterian Church’s Prayer Shawl Ministry, for World
Wide Knit in Public Day! 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm,
Saturday, June 8, 2019, at The Bound Brook
Presbyterian Church.
New knitters are welcome! We will have supplies to
get you started. Or, bring your own supplies –
worsted weight yarn and size 8 knitting needles.
Don’t forget a chair and water!
Hope you can join us! Crocheters welcome. Please
RSVP to Amanda Decker: adecker29@gmail.com

All Hands on Deck – Presbytery is
Coming!

Session has agreed to host the June 11th meeting of
Presbytery here at BBPC. Our Presbytery has had a
difficult time of late getting churches to host their
meetings, and we wanted to show our appreciation
for their support in our time of transition. Hosting will
require of us volunteers to welcome, serve desserts
(no dinner will be provided), set-up and clean-up of
tables, sound system & media support for the meeting, and music for worship. The meeting will run from
5:30 – 9:30 PM. If you are interested in volunteering
please sign up in the reception area, or call the
church office.

BBPC Youth and Children
Youth Group
June 2: 11:30-1 The Cave

Confirmation

Our confirmation class is wrapping up with a lock-in
this weekend! Please keep them in your prayers as
they prepare their statements of faith.

Spark Sunday School
This week we will begin learning about the Fruits of
the Spirit.
June 2 Bible Games with Ms. Sally
June 9 Cooking with Mr. Keith
June 16 Science with Ms. Rhonda
June 23 Art with Ms. Barb
Children and Youth are invited to help lead worship
each week. If your child would like to lead the call to
worship please email sally@bbpc.org.

Your Help is Requested

With summer quickly approaching, BBPC will again
host a time for fellowship after worship service
during the last two Sundays in June, all Sundays in
July, and August. I realize that you may not feel that
you have time in your schedule to serve on an
ongoing committee at BBPC. Summer Fellowship provides an opportunity to give of your time one Sunday
(or two, or three) to set up goodies before worship
service begins and clean up after fellowship time
ends. I will provide all paper goods and coffee for the
summer, as well as cold drink supplies. Look for a
sign-up poster starting in June. Feel free to contact
Kathy Hobbs with any questions you might have
about this opportunity.
THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH IN ADVANCE!

Wednesday Night Supper &
Sabbath

Our next Sabbath Supper will be held at 6:30 p.m.
on June 12, at Gabriel’s Fountain Restaurant in
Martinsville. We will walk a labryrinth after dinner if
the weather cooperates. Sign up in the reception
area, or email the church office to reserve a spot.

A Note From the
Director of Music

To misquote the Teacher in Ecclesiastes, “For everything there is a season, and time for every matter
under heaven: a time to work, and a time to retire.”
It is that time. I have been here 43 years. I’ve
done the best I can. I’m not leaving until the end of
January 2020. I chose the end of January because it
would be way too difficult to play Christmas services
then leave – just too hard.
Cliff and I will be living in St. Augustine, FL. We
have sold our townhouse in Bernardsville and bought
one in St. Augustine. He will be finishing an interim
music job the end of June. He will move there. I
will be living with a long-time friend in Flemington
until January then join him. (Maybe he’ll have everything unpacked by then!)
This was not an easy decision. I will be 68 this
August. Those of us in this age bracket can never
take our health for granted. I’m able to do this now,
financially and my health is good. Some of my
family have the longevity gene and some not so
much! So, it’s time to celebrate. I’m not planning
on throwing my organ shoes away yet. Until the
brain or fingers give out, I’ll probably be playing
somewhere either as a substitute, interim or parttimer.
Things have progressed much faster than
anticipated. I hated to announce this right after we
celebrated Martha’s retirement, but I feel you need
time to get used to the idea. We have not hired a
Music Director in 43 years. Many churches go
through half a dozen or so in that time period. The
church is in a good position. Linda can now be THE
Pastor –no more of those made up titles and
monikers. Everyone seems happy with her. Things
are going well. You have a wonderful choir, a
fantastic organ, and 3 good section leaders, as well
as VERY talented volunteers in all your choirs.
These are what candidates look for in their search
for jobs. We have the summer and half a program
year to celebrate together.

Vacation Bible School

July 15-19, 5:30 - 8:00 PM
We will be gathering each EVENING at 5:30 PM for
a light supper, with our program to follow from 6 8 PM. Whether you can make dinner or not, In the
Wild will be a blast. Children ages 3 through the
4th grade (entering 5th graders) are welcome to
join us. We are also looking for adult and youth
volunteers to make this week the best ever! If you
are interested in helping, let Kathy Holmlund know
(kathleen.holmlund@gmail.com) Registration
forms and sign-ups can be found in the reception
area, and also online at:
https://s3.amazonaws.com/
media.cloversites.com/53/53d3a6ba-f220-46dda5bd-6e1669b4c671/documents/
VBS_Registration_Form_2019.pdf

BBPC has Gone SMOKE FREE!

At this week’s session meeting, in conversation with
the 12 Step groups that use our facilities, we have
adopted a SMOKE FREE policy beginning June 1. No
smoking will be permitted on church grounds and
our cigarette receptacle will be removed. We hope
that this will create a healthier and more pleasant
environment for all of us.

Apartment for Rent

The 2 bedroom apartment over the cemetery office
is available for rent beginning June 1. Rent is
$1600 per month. Rent includes utilities. The lease
is for 12 months. Security deposit of $2400 is required. Renter must carry renters insurance.
Contact the church office if you are interested.

Be the Church

Help Wanted: Looking for a place to serve?
Here are some opportunities…
Worship & Music is currently looking for volunteers
to help prepare and set up the communion
sacraments (fill juice cups, cut bread). N o experience needed; on the job training provided. If
this is something you feel called to do, please contact Adriana Biedermann (bied318@gmail.com) or
Steve Decker (sgdecker@isualum.com) for more
information. Thank you!
Worship & Music is currently looking for volunteers
who may be interested in reading scripture on an
occasional Saturday service. If this is something you
feel called to do, please contact Adriana Biedermann
(bied318@gmail.com) or Steve Decker
(sgdecker@isualum.com) for more information.
Thank you!

Camp Johnsonburg

Interested in summer camp for your kid(s)? Camp
Johnsonburg is the place be. BBPC has had a long
history of sending our children to Camp J’burg, a
Presbyterian camp in Allamuchy, NJ. Check out
their summer offerings in their camp brochure located outside Pastor Linda’s office or on their website: https://www.campjburg.org/

Food Bank

The Somerset County Food Bank is accepting any
personal care items such as: toothpaste,
toothbrushes, dental floss, deodorant, feminine
hygiene products, bar soap, liquid hand soap,
shampoo/conditioner, shaving cream, and disposable razors. They are also accepting donations of
baby items such as: diapers, w ipes and diaper
rash cream
Donations can be dropped off at church or directly
to the food bank ... 9E Easy Street, Bound Brook

Session met on Tuesday, May 28th and received with great
sadness the news of Tom Rodgers impending retirement. Tom,
who has served BBPC as the Director of Music for over 43 years,
plans to retire at the end of January 2020. This will be a big loss
for us, but an exciting time for Tom. Personnel will begin
working with Tom over the coming months to develop a plan for
transition. Of course we will also be planning for a celebration of
Tom’s ministry with us. See a note from your music director on
page 4
Session all took the following actions:


In a meeting of the corporation, in their role as trustees, the session adopted a Mission Statement
for The Bound Brook Cemetery. This statement reiterates the church’s understanding that as holders
of the deeds to cemetery property and as one corporation covering both the church and the
cemetery, the church has the right manage the cemetery as a non-profit business. The statement
also reiterates our understanding that the cemetery is a ministry and mission of the church to both
church members and the local community, and we continue to be committed to acting with integrity
for the financial and administrative good of the cemetery, guided by the rules and regulations of the
Cemetery Board of NJ. Copies of the statement can be accessed through the church office.



The Cemetery Committee, guided by the recommendation of a cemetery consultant, made a
motion that the administrative support for the cemetery superintendent and the financial
management of the cemetery should be assumed by the financial staff of the church and the new
Executive Administrative Assistant. This motion was approved.



The Session entertained several motions from the Personnel Commission including the approval the
Executive Administrative Assistant position, which replaces the position Martha Costain held, adding
communication duties (The Buzz & social media) as well as some administrative duties for the
cemetery. Personnel is also working on updating the church’s personnel policy and voted on changes
regarding the crediting of vacation time.



The Session voted to designate the church a SMOKE FREE campus. This comes in consultation and
the full support of our 12 Step Programs and will go into effect on June 1 st.



The Session received with regret the resignation of elder, Gerda Reimer. We are very grateful for
her service on session and as co-chair of the Personnel Commission. Gerda will remain active on the
Personnel Commission.



The Appalachia Service Project Planning Team reported a $15,000 profit from their May Tricky Tray
Event.

We all know and love the soaring soprano voice of
Maria Hladczuk in the final verse of most every
hymn we sing on Sunday as well as the too
infrequent solos she performs alone and with our
wonderful choir. Not surprisingly, the talent that
permits such memorable performances has a history
that began years before in the early days of Maria’s
childhood.
Maria’s father came to the United States from
Ukraine following World War II on the original
Queen Mary ship. He settled in Pennsylvania,
married Maria’s mother, Maria was born and eventually the family relocated to New
Jersey where Maria’s father worked on the assembly line at the General Motors
plant. The family lived in New Brunswick where Maria continues to live with her mother, her father having
died when Maria was 26.
As a child, Maria was encouraged to record her singing on a tape recorder her father bought for her. When
she was young, Maria’s mother worked the weekend 3-11 shift at St. Peter’s University Medical Center as a
unit clerk. Her dad being “not much of a cook” meant that Maria and her father ate supper regularly on the
weekends at the Gino’s in New Brunswick where Maria, as a kindergartener, entertained the customers with
her lovely voice, walking up and down the aisles at her father’s urging.
As a child in junior and senior high school, Maria was a flautist, playing in the school band at St. Peter’s
elementary, junior and senior high school. Additionally, Maria sang in the school choir in both junior and
senior high school. Following graduation, Maria worked a year to earn the money to attend Rutgers’s
University where she obtained her bachelor’s degree in music education four years later.
Maria’s musical carrier has been largely to the enormous benefit and pleasure of the various churches she
has served in capacities similar to what she provides at BBPC. That would include Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, St. Joseph’s in Bound Brook and St. Peter’s in Morristown. Maria came to BBPC 10-12
years ago to lead the soprano section after having been an occasional guest soloist for several years. Maria
has also served as cantor at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in New Brunswick and sings at weddings.
Maria’s presence in the choir loft always adds more sunshine to the Sunday worship service!
Ave Maria!
*********
But here’s what you may not know about Maria. Maria is passionate about dogs, especially greyhounds!
Maria’s love of dogs began as a child. Her first dog passion was Bernese mountain dogs of which she has
owned three. Two were shown at the Westminster Dog Show. Maria explained that the breed became
almost extinct at the end of World War II when their services were no longer needed. The effort to
reestablish the breed has resulted in much cancer within the breed due to the limited gene pool. When she
lost her last Bernese in early 2011, Maria’s focus switched to greyhounds which apparently is an exceptionally
healthy dog breed.
Greyhounds are the second fastest land animal, yielding only to cheetahs in speed. They can run as fast as
40-45 miles per hour, a speed achieved in only a few strides. Many are bred to race in competitions in many
of the southern states. It is also a popular sport in Spain. As Maria says, “They simply love to run!” In order
to be racers, greyhounds are typically well trained. When they age out of racing as early as two years of age,
they are often “rehomed.” That’s where Maria enters the picture.
Maria presently has four greyhounds. (I should add that her mother’s collie, Molly, died in February of this
year.) Dixie is a retired Spanish greyhound (known as a galgo) who competed in Spain and was adopted by
Maria five or six years ago. She is now thirteen. When she was rescued, Dixie was found chained with her
eight pups, all of which were destined to die. Since then, Maria has adopted three other greyhounds,
littermates, who raced in Florida and required rehoming when their racing days ended. They have come to
Maria gradually - Tytin was first, followed by Jack and then finally Raven, a female.
But that’s not all that Maria’s love of dogs has led her to do! She is also very involved in Kindred Hearts
Transport Connection. It is an animal rescue organization in Florida that utilizes volunteers like Maria to
relocate animals individually and in entire litters from a place that does not want them to places with access
to willing organizations that arrange for animal adoptions. The transport is done in Maria’s SUV and can be
from one place in NJ or PA to another in NY or a New England state. She also works for Save a Lab Rescue,
another rescue organization specific to Labrador retrievers and Lab mixes, that rehomes Labs largely from
the south to the northeast that are in danger of being euthanized. Maria does “one leg of the journey.” Not
too long ago she transported an entire litter of Labs from Mt. Holly to Elizabeth. Rumor has it that the Lab
that calls Linda and Laura’s house in Hopewell “home (woof woof)” came from Maria!
Maria presently works at St. Peter’s University Medical Center in the Credentialing Office where it is determined which doctors may practice at the facility and the scope of their permitted practice. In her free time,
Maria loves to garden, read and knit – usually with a rather large dog (or two) on the sofa at her side!

In Other News …
Caring Minister On Call:

June 2 - 8: Rose Munroe

Church Office Hours: The church office w ill be closed on M ondays until J une 17. Office
hours are Tuesday - Friday, from 9:30AM-3PM.
The Elder Issues group w ill meet on June12 at 10 am in the Reception area. Our topic is:
Elders, Children, Grandchildren—and Money.
Appalachia Service Project 2019 Destination: Leslie County, Kentucky, June 29th - July 7th
Registration forms can be found on the BBPC Website http://www.bbpc.org/asp or outside Linda's
office. For more information, please contact Melissa Bellamy at: goasp@bbpc.org
Chair Yoga Class—Join us!
Monday at 9:00-10:00 am and/or Wednesday at 12:00-1:00 pm in the preschool classroom.
Cost: $40 for 8 weeks per class.
Flower chart: The 2019 Flow er chart is posted outside the office.
Please send articles for the Buzz to Sharon: Sharon@bbpc.org with a copy to the church office:
office@bbpc.org
Buzz articles are due by Thursday at 3:00. Thank you

Weekly Calendar
Friday

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Saturday

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. ASP Car Wash
5:00 p.m.
Worship

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

Monday

Church Office Closed
9:00 a.m.
Chair Yoga
8:30 p.m.
AA

Tuesday

BBP Railroad Club
Confirmation Lock-in
AA

Worship, Commissioning, Church School
Children’s Choir
Session meeting with Confirmands
Youth Group
ASP Orientation (PFC)
ASP Leader Meeting
Confirmation Class

7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

NO Adult choir rehearsal through the summer
Session
AA

Wednesday

6:00 p.m.
12:00 noon
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Kids Connection
Chair Yoga
ASP Leader Meeting
NA

Thursday

9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Silence Seekers
Boy Scout Troop #41
NO Handbell choir through the summer
NO Adult choir rehearsal through the summer
AA Meditation

Friday

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Strawberry Festival
BBP Railroad Club
AA

Saturday

1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

World Wide Knit in Public Day
Worship

Follow us: Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church

&

Instagram @ bbpresby

The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church
409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575

