BBPC Weekly BUZZ
March 29, 2019
December 7, 2018

Stained glass windows in our sanctuary

A taste of spring

This Week in Worship
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
&
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
Welcoming new members
Rev. Linda Owens preaching
“There is No Place Like Home”

Scriptures
Joshua 5:9-12, Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Adult Choir

“And the Father Will Dance”
Mark Hayes
““Nunc Dimittis”
Charles V. Stanford ”
Francis Quilang, soloist

Church Chat-March 30 & 31

Join Pastor Linda and members of session after
church on Saturday and Sunday, March 30 & 31,
for questions and conversation about the life and
mission of the church.

Prayer Group

The Sunday afternoon Prayer Circle will next meet
on March 31st at 4:00 p.m. in the reception area of
the church. All are invited to spend an hour wrestling with the problems our country and the world
at large are dealing with on what seems to be,
sadly, a weekly occurrence. We will focus on the
most recent attacks at places of worship, once
thought to be “safe” places. Quiet reflection and
prayer are part of the hour. Hope to see you!

Spring Clean-Up Day

Saturday, April 6
9:00am to Noon at BBPC*
Many hands make light work!
Needed:
 Hands to pick up sticks and debris all over our
property.
 Clean up gardens and shrub beds (light raking
and pruning).
 Trim dead tree branches.
 Replace light bulbs in sanctuary ceiling lights.
 Help move scaffolding.
If volunteering outside, bring gloves, a rake and container to collect debris and sticks.
Email Gail Smith- gailrfsmith@gmail.com if you can
work outside on grounds.
Email John Almendinger– jjodinger@optonline.net if
you can help with indoor projects and/or tree
trimming
* Rain date for outdoor work - April 13, 2019

PEB (Presbyterian Education
Board) Scholarships

FINAL WEEK OF PEB BACK TO SCHOOL SALE!
The 20 girls we support in Pakistan are back to
school already. Your generosity has made their education possible. This Sunday the Mission Commission concludes the scholarship sale. We have raised
enough so far to support 16 girls. Please help us
reach our goal of 20 scholarships. Any amount is so
appreciated. A full scholarship is $370, and shares
are $37. Thank you for supporting young girls who
can attend school thanks to you.

When Women Pray

“When Women Pray” is the theme for the Church
Women United annual State Assembly on Saturday,
April 6, at Our Lady of M ercy Church at 122
High Street, South Bound Brook. We will gather at
9:30am until 2:30 pm. All women are welcome to
attend and participate.
A donation of $20. will include your reservation and
lunch. Registration should be sent to Evelyn
Jacobson at PO Box 174, Scotch Plains, NJ, 07076,
by March 25. Please bring a donation for the Food
Pantry to the meeting.
If you have further questions, contact Doris Sabin at
732-469-3843 or d_sabin@verizon.net.

BBPC Youth
Youth Group
Calendar
March 31 - Mission: P lanning for BBP C Y outh
Group Community Engagement
April 7 Escape Room
April 14 The Amazing Race

Confirmation

Confirmation class has begun. This class is open to
all youth who have completed at least the eighth
grade and are interested in becoming members of
BBPC. The class will run weekly until Pentecost
(June 9). If you are interested please contact Sally Zeiner (sally@bbpc.org) or Bill Dettelback
(billdett@gmail.com)!

Spark Sunday School

We are continuing our exploration of Jesus walking
on the water from Matthew 14.
Join Us!
Parent and teen volunteers are welcome to join the
Spark Sunday School team.
Email sally@bbpc.org for more details.
On Easter Sunday, we will enjoy Intergenerational
Worship at the 9 a.m. service. We hope all of the
children will participate! Please let us know if your
children are available.
Children and youth are encouraged to lead the Call
to Worship. Please email Sally to sign up.

Walking on water
Art with Ms. Barb
“Keep your eyes on Jesus” theme.

Wednesday Night
Supper & Sabbath:

Once a month on Wednesdays we will come
together at 6:30 PM in the reception area for a lite
supper followed by worship and conversation
related to devotional living. Please mark the
following dates on your calendar and look for sign
ups coming soon.




Appalachia Service Project 2019
Destination: KENTUCKY

June 29th - July 7th

This mission trip is open to all high school youth
(Fall 2019 freshman and older) along with college
students, young adults and adult mentors. Registration forms can be found on the BBPC website or
outside Linda's office. For more information, please
contact Melissa Bellamy at goasp@bbpc.org.
ASP Tools Training & Woodworking Crafts,
Saturday, April 13th, 9AM -3PM
Along with tool training for first timers, this session
provides a hands on experience by working on
projects which will be used as prizes for our Tricky
Tray fundraiser. New participants are strongly
urged to attend! This event is open to returning
ASP participants as well! Watch your email for signups. There are two shifts. The first shift will be held
9AM-12PM and the second shift held 12PM-3PM.
TRICKY TRAY benefitting ASP will be Friday,
May 3 (see flyer on page 9)
The ASP Tricky Tray Kentucky Derby Fundraiser will
be held on Friday, May 3rd at the Manville VFW,
with doors opening at 5:30pm. This is the major
fundraiser for our Appalachia Survey Project (ASP)
Summer trip.
The ASP Tricky Tray Committee is looking for
businesses to become "Sponsors" of this fundraising event to help defray operations costs such
as hall rental, supplies, decorations, etc. Depending on the level of sponsorship, the business will be
recognized on our sponsorship banner, with table
advertisements, and even a block of event
tickets.
Sponsorship forms are located outside Pastor
Linda's office or can also be emailed to you by contacting goasp@bbpc.org If you have any questions
on sponsorships, please contact Melissa
Bellamy at 908-672-4489. Thanks for your
consideration and continued support of the ASP
program!
Currently, we are looking for donations of empty
baskets (w ith or w ithout the crinkly paper
stuffing) that will be used to create the prize baskets. Basket donations can be left on the table by
Linda's office.

April 10: Supper at 6:30P M & W orship &
Conversation at 7:15PM
May 8: Supper at 6:30P M & W orship &
Conversation at 7:15PM
June 12: Gathering offsite follow ed by a
trip to
a local labyrinth (weather permitting)

Elder - Issues and Answers

The Elder—Issues and Answers group was blessed
with an inspiring and challenging sharing by Rev.
Helen Beglin on Living with Alzheimer’s on March
27.
We gather next at 10:00 on April 10 at the church
for planning and for Sharing Funny Stories and
Jokes about aging. Yes, aging is often fun and funny. Then on April 24, Dr. Susan Slater, physical
therapist, will present on the theme—Staying
Healthy, Getting Healthy.
]

Join us - we meet in the Reception area and
conclude by 11:30.

Per Capita 2019

As you are aware, Bound Brook Presbyterian
Church has seen much activity lately, from Capital
Campaigns to Mission Studies and, more recently,
discussions around Staffing Plans and the search
for a Pastor and Head of Staff.
The New Brunswick Presbytery, of which we are a
member, has been aiding us in many of these matters and is also our most direct source of information and assistance. From the Presbytery we
receive information on what is happening at the
national level (what items and issues will be discussed at the next General Assembly meeting,
trends within the PCUSA, etc.), and we receive
much advice and assistance from its various committees. The Presbytery is a resource for solving
problems and assisting in items such as Stewardship, Christian Education, and new, innovative programs. It is also responsible for supporting and
“taking under care” persons who sense the call to
enter the ministry.
Funding for the staff and essential services of the
Presbytery, as well as the Synod and the General
Assembly come from the participating churches via
a fixed assessment for each person on its rolls (the
Per Capita fee). Churches are expected to send that
sum to the Presbytery annually.
Bound Brook Presbyterian Church used to fulfill our
commitment in full. In more recent years it was decided that we would only send the amount that
members actually paid to the Per Capita. This has
amounted to about one-third of the assessed fees.
The Per Capita for this year is $34.50 per individual member (not household). P lease consider remitting this payment by writing a check to
BBPC and designating that check for payment of
your Per Capita so that we might once again meet
our commitment to the denomination as we benefit
our membership.

Be the Church

Help Wanted: Looking for a place to serve?
Here are some opportunities …
Ushers URGENTLY needed!!!!
We are currently in need of:
1 Usher for the 9AM Easter Sunday Service
AND
4 - FOUR Ushers for the 11AM Easter
Sunday service.
Please let me know if you would be willing
to serve. THANK YOU, Adriana
bied318@gmail.com
Writers Wanted: Looking for a team of
individuals to write short articles for The
Buzz highlighting members in the
congregation for a new column called Did
You Know? Contact R ev. Linda if you are
interested … linda@bbpc.org
Scripture Readers Wanted: I f you are
interested in reading scripture in worship on
Saturday evenings or Sunday mornings,
please contact Adriana Biedermann ...
bied318@gmail.com

Session Highlights

Session met this month with the Deacons for a Saturday morning retreat on March 16 and again for a
monthly business meeting on Tuesday, March 19.
At the devotional time before our regular meeting
in Tuesday, we installed Elaine Tetreault as an elder, member of the class of 2021. Highlights of the
meeting were as follows:




It was agreed to place three HATE HAS NO
HOME HERE signs, one each in the front, side
and back of the church. property . The session
recognizes the original intention of the signs is
not political, but instead a message of inclusion
and welcome, which aligns with our message as
a congregation.
The Pastor Nominating Committee reminded the
session that Presbytery will vote on May 11 to
allow BBPC to consider Pastor Linda for the
Head of Staff Position. This motion will require a
three quarters vote.



The Capital Campaign reported that we have
received to date $200,000 toward campaign
pledges which will fund all of our Tier One Projects



The Choir was given permission to serve mimosas at their choir brunch on Easter Sunday.



Building, Grounds & Technology reported that
the kitchen project is progressing faster than
anticipated.

The face of Sal Lalama has become a regular feature around BBPC in the last few
years since he and Phyllis Hazen joined the church in 2014. Preaching, serving
communion, reading scripture, teaching adult education, mission moments, session
meetings, commission meetings, pastor nominating committee meetings, work
around the grounds of the church - all of it! Perhaps some of Sal’s “omnipresence”
is explained by his retirement in 2018. But, for Sal, 110% engagement is the only
way!
Sal and Phyllis joined BBPC as part of the mini-migration from Pluckemin
Presbyterian Church a few years ago. Not surprisingly, Sal’s involvement at
Pluckemin Pres was similarly energetic. He and Phyllis were members there for 22
years, and Sal did there many of the same things he does here. (This article is
about Sal and not about Phyllis, so I won’t comment on all that Phyllis did and does
there and here!) Moreover, Sal does all that he does often with a minimum of
sleep. Well, at least that was the case until he retired.
Sal grew up in Clifton in Passaic County. He attended Princeton University, graduating with a B.S. in
physics in 1975. He obtained his Ph.D. in physics from the University of Pennsylvania in 1980 and went
to work for Western Electric/AT&T/Lucent where he did science research and supply chain management
(location, purchase and evaluation of raw materials) for 20 years. During this employment, Sal obtained
a patent for a “non-linear optical device fabricated from organic polymer material.” Sal explained that
the device allows control and transmission of fiber-optic signals from one fiber to another used in the
telecommunications industry. During a four-year hiatus from business, Sal taught physics and
mathematics to high school students at Oratory Prep in Summit. When teaching turned out to
involve considerably more than classroom activity, Sal returned to industry. He worked at CommScope
from June of 2000, where he was again involved in supply chain management, until his retirement. It
was during this employment that Sal seemingly learned to do so much, often, with little or no sleep. He
travelled on business to China approximately 20 times. Work also took him to Japan, Korea, Vietnam,
Mexico, Germany, Brazil, Italy and the Czech Republic. Often Sal attended a social gathering or church
event with little or no sleep and somehow always seemed nevertheless to be at the top of his game!
Then there were the mission trips to Ecuador - four of them. And, of course, the pleasure travel that
took him and Phyllis to places exotic and often to family in Pacentro in the Abruzzo region of Italy.
Sal is the father of three sons by his first marriage, and he and Phyllis enjoy the four grandchildren
(another on the way) that two of the sons have produced. Both a grandson (Dominic) and a granddaughter (Rosalie) are taking dance lessons (Go Dominic!), and dance recitals are a regular family
activity.
In his spare time, Sal is a guitarist, sharing his talent recently at an adult ed. fire pit party this past
fall. Rumor has it that there are soon to be 800 daffodils blooming in their yard, but Phyllis likely may
be more responsible for that extraordinary display. His skill as a carpenter is demonstrated in the
enormous, beautiful deck that adorns their backyard. Sal is an amazing chef with wonderful Italian
specialties and a fabulous recipe for crusty bread and salad dressing, all of which he and Phyllis have
shared in the past and will again soon with the adult ed. class. Apparently, the dressing recipe is three
parts of olive oil to one part of apple-cider vinegar to which garlic, salt and oregano are added (exact
amounts depending on the quantity). Sal indicates he may offer small bread making classes for the
interested at some point in the future.
What none of you (other than former Pluckemin Pres members) could possibly know is that Sal does a
mean solo rendition of “Who’s on First.” If we ever dare to have a talent show at BBPC, he may be
persuaded!
Thanks, Sal, for all you do for our church!

In Other News …
Caring Minister On Call: March 31-April 6: Marion Randolph
Thursday Morning Bible Study, 10:15 AM, Cem etery Chapel
Join Pastor Linda for a discussion of Rachel Held Evans’ book, Inspired: Slaying Giants, walking on
Water, and Loving the Bible Again. This book can be order through Amazon or Barnes & Noble. It
is available in paperback & digital formats.
Chair Yoga Class—Join us!
Monday at 9:00-10:00 am and/or Wednesday at 12:00-1:00 pm in the preschool classroom.
Cost: $40 for 8 weeks per class.
Flower chart: The 2019 Flow er chart is posted outside the office.
Please send articles for the Buzz to Sharon: Sharon@bbpc.org with a copy to Martha:
office@bbpc.org
Buzz articles are due by Thursday at 3:00. Thank you

Weekly Calendar
Friday

7:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

BBP Railroad Club
AA

Saturday

5:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m.

Worship
Church Chat

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Worship, Church School
Children’s Choir
Church Chat
Confirmation Class
Prayer Group
Youth Group

Monday

9:00 a.m.
8:30 p.m.

Chair Yoga
AA

Tuesday

10:45 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Adult Choir Rehearsal
Staff Meeting
Building & Grounds Commission
Personnel Commission
AA

Wednesday

12:00 noon
6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Chair Yoga
Kids Connection
NA

Thursday

9:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Silence Seekers
Bible Study
Adult Handbells
Boy Scout Troop #41
Adult Choir
AA Meditation

Friday

7:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

BBP Railroad Club
AA

Follow us: Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church

&

Instagram @ bbpresby

The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church
409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575

