
This Week in Worship 
 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 

Rev. Brooks Smith preaching 

“Crisis and Call” 
 

&  
 

Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Welcoming new members 
 

Rev. Linda Owens preaching 
 

“No Time to Waste” 
 

 Scriptures 
Isaiah 55:1-9, Psalm 63:1-8 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13, Luke 13:1-9 
 

Adult Choir 
 

“O Saviour of the World”  
John Goss  

 

“Agnus Dei from The Gospel Mass” 
Robert Ray  

Maria Hladczuk, Tim Walton; soloists 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know?  
Check out our new column: Did you know?  
located on page 7.  Our first article features  
Emmie Arnold. 
 

 

 

 

December 7, 2018 

 

 
 BBPC Weekly BUZZ 

March 22, 2019 

 
Stained glass windows in our sanctuary 



Our Church's Spiritual Heritage 

Preserved in Stone 
Hannah Kerwin will discuss symbolic imagery and 
evocative epitaphs carved on stones in the Old 
Presbyterian Graveyard, our church’s first burial 
ground, at a program at Warren Township Library. 
This is the epitaph for Mary Kelly who died in 1800: 
 

  At Jesus’ call she yields her breath 
 Beloved in life, bewailed in death 
 Here then her virtue we record 
 And give the glory to the Lord 
 

Saturday, March 23, 11 am, Warren Township 
Library, 42 Mountain Blvd., Warren 
Registration is greatly appreciated but not required: 
 

https://sclsnj.libnet.info/event/1384336 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

AFTER HOURS BIBLE STUDY 
….will meet at the home of Connie Sopko,  533 
Washington St., Bound Brook on March 25 at 7:30 
p.m.  The lesson is #7 and the leader is Jan 
Holmlund. After Hours is open to the women of th 
congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPR - 1st Aid Training 
The Deacons are offering an opportunity for CPR and 
First Aid Training will be March 24 at 12:30pm 
 

The cost for both will be $55.00. 
 

Anyone who is interested in being certified for the 
first time or needs to renew their certification please 
contact Deb Gugel at adagugel@msn.com 
or call 732-991-1742 or 732-752-3558. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elder - Issues and Answers 
On Wednesday, March 27, Rev. Helen Beglin will 
share with us on the theme - Living with  
Alzheimer's.  Helen is an experienced pastor, story-
teller and retreat leader.  Her husband Ed was the 
Assignment Judge in Union County. After retirement, 
Ed was diagnosed with Alzheimer's and died two 
years ago. Helen is faithful, courageous, charming 
and engaging. Join us to learn about her journey and 
to be better prepared to support those who will walk 
this walk.  

 

 
 

Top of gravestone of Mary Coon, who died in 

1779. To early members of our church, this 

“soul effigy” represented the deceased’s soul 

mailto:adagugel@msn.com


CHURCH CHAT-March 30, 31 

Join Pastor Linda and members of session after 
church on Saturday and Sunday, March 30 & 31, 
for questions and conversation about the life and 
mission of the church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBPC Youth 
 

Youth Group 
 

Calendar 
 
 

March 24 Wallyball @ Warren Racquet Club  
Parent drivers needed Please email Sally if 
you can help  
 

March 31 Mission: Planning for BBPC Youth Group 
  Community Engagement 
 

April 7 Escape Room 
 

April 14 The Amazing Race  
 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class began last week!   This class is 
open to all youth who have completed at least the 
eighth grade and are interested in becoming mem-
bers of BBPC.  The class will run weekly  
until Pentecost (June 9).   If you are interested 
please contact Sally Zeiner (sally@bbpc.org) or  
Bill Dettelback (billdett@gmail.com)! 
 

Spark Sunday School 
We are continuing our exploration of Jesus walking 
on the water from Matthew 14. 
 

March 24 Art with Ms. Barb 
 
Join Us! 
Parent and teen volunteers are welcome to join the 
Spark Sunday School team.  
Email sally@bbpc.org for more details. 
 
On Easter Sunday, we will enjoy Intergenerational 
Worship at the 9 a.m. service. We hope all of the 
children will participate! Please let us know if your 
children are available. 
 
Children and youth are encouraged to lead the Call 
to Worship. Please email Sally to sign up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Group 
The Sunday afternoon Prayer Circle will next meet 
on March 31st at 4:00 p.m. in the reception area of 
the church.  All are invited to spend an hour wres-
tling with the problems our country and the world at 
large are dealing with on what seems to be, sadly, a 
weekly occurrence.  We will focus on the most re-
cent attacks at places of worship, once thought to be 
“safe” places.  Quiet reflection and prayer are part of 
the hour.  Hope to see you! 
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When Women Pray 
“When Women Pray” is the theme for the Church 
Women United annual State Assembly on Saturday, 
April 6, at Our Lady of Mercy Church at 122 
High Street, South Bound Brook. We will gather at 
9:30am until 2:30 pm. All women are welcome to 
attend and participate. 
 

A donation of $20. will include your reservation and 
lunch. Registration should be sent to Evelyn  
Jacobson at PO Box 174, Scotch Plains, NJ, 07076, 
by March 25. Please bring a donation for the Food  
Pantry to the meeting. 
 

If you have further questions, contact Doris Sabin 
at 732-469-3843 or d_sabin@verizon.net. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Clean-Up Day 
Saturday, April 6 
9:00am to Noon at BBPC* 
 

Many hands make light work! 
  Needed: 

 Hands to pick up sticks and debris all over our 
property. 

 Clean up gardens and shrub beds (light raking 
and pruning). 

 Trim dead tree branches. 

 Replace light bulbs in sanctuary ceiling lights. 

 Help move scaffolding. 
 

If volunteering outside, bring gloves, a rake and 
container to collect debris and sticks. 
 

Email Gail Smith- gailrfsmith@gmail.com if you can 
work outside on grounds.  
 

Email John Almendinger– jjodinger@optonline.net if 
you can help with indoor projects and/or tree  
trimming 
* Rain date for outdoor work - April 13, 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEB (Presbyterian Education 

Board) Scholarships 
March 6th kicked off the 2019/2020 school year and 
PEB schools opened their classrooms to all students. 
What a wonderful way to start the new school year 
with 2 new schools. We are excited to see what op-
portunities lie ahead for these students. Thank you 
again to all of the fantastic donors who made these 
new buildings a reality! PEB will be providing photos 
within the coming weeks, and we look forward to 
sharing them with you. We wish all students a very 
successful academic year! 
   
 

mailto:ijodinger@optonline.net


 

Per Capita 2019 
As you are aware, Bound Brook Presbyterian 
Church has seen much activity lately, from Capital 
Campaigns to Mission Studies and, more recently, 
discussions around Staffing Plans and the search 
for a Pastor and Head of Staff. 
 

The New Brunswick Presbytery, of which we are a 
member, has been aiding us in many of these mat-
ters and is also our most direct source of infor-
mation and assistance.  From the Presbytery we 
receive information on what is happening at the 
national level (what items and issues will be dis-
cussed at the next General Assembly meeting, 
trends within the PCUSA, etc.), and we receive 
much advice and assistance from its various com-
mittees.  The Presbytery is a resource for solving 
problems and assisting in items such as Steward-
ship, Christian Education, and new, innovative pro-
grams.  It is also responsible for supporting and 
“taking under care” persons who sense the call to 
enter the ministry. 
 

Funding for the staff and essential services of the 
Presbytery, as well as the Synod and the General 
Assembly come from the participating churches via 
a fixed assessment for each person on its rolls (the 
Per Capita fee). Churches are expected to send that 
sum to the Presbytery annually. 
 

Bound Brook Presbyterian Church used to fulfill our 
commitment in full. In more recent years it was de-
cided that we would only send the amount that 
members actually paid to the Per Capita.  This has 
amounted to about one-third of the assessed fees. 
The Per Capita for this year is $34.50 per indi-
vidual member (not household).  P lease con-
sider remitting this payment by writing a check to 
BBPC and designating that check for payment of 
your Per Capita so that we might once again meet 
our commitment to the denomination as we benefit 
our membership. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night  

Supper & Sabbath:  
Once a month on Wednesdays we will come  
together at 6:30 PM in the reception area for a lite 
supper  followed by worship and conversation  
related to devotional living. Please mark the  
following dates on your calendar and look for sign 
ups coming soon. 
 

 April 10: Supper at 6:30PM & Worship &  
 Conversation at 7:15PM 

 May 8: Supper at 6:30PM & Worship &  
 Conversation at 7:15PM 

 June 12: Gathering offsite followed by a 
trip to  a local labyrinth (weather permitting) 

 



Appalachia Service Project 2019  
Destination: KENTUCKY 
June 29th - July 7th  
 

This mission trip is open to all high school youth 
(Fall 2019 freshman and older) along with college 
students, young adults and adult mentors.  Regis-
tration forms can be found on the BBPC website or 
outside Linda's office.  For more information, please 
contact  Melissa Bellamy at goasp@bbpc.org. 
 

ASP Tools Training & Woodworking Crafts,  
Saturday, April 13th, 9AM-3PM 
Along with tool training for first timers, this session 
provides a hands on experience by working on  
projects which will be used as prizes for our Tricky 
Tray fundraiser. New participants are strongly 
urged to attend!  This event is open to returning 
ASP participants as well! Watch your email for sign-
ups. There are two shifts. The first shift will be held 
9AM-12PM and the second shift held 12PM-3PM. 
 

TRICKY TRAY benefitting ASP will be Friday, 
May 3 (see flyer on page 9) 
  
Currently, we are looking for donations of empty 
baskets (w ith or w ithout the crinkly paper 
stuffing) that will be used to create the prize bas-
kets. Basket donations can be left on the table by 
Linda's office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Began March 21 @ 10:15 AM 
Cemetery Chapel 
 

Join Pastor Linda for a discussion of Rachel Held 
Evans’ book, Inspired: Slaying Giants, walking on 
Water, and Loving the Bible Again.  
 

If the Bible isn't a science book or an instruction 
manual, then what is it? What do people mean 
when they say the Bible is inspired? When Rachel 
Held Evans found herself asking these questions, 
she began a quest to better understand what the 
Bible is and how it is meant to be read. What she 
discovered changed her--and it will change you 
too. Drawing on the best in recent scholarship and 
using her well-honed literary expertise, Evans  
examines some of our favorite Bible stories and 
possible interpretations, retelling them through 
memoir, original poetry, short stories, soliloquies, 
and even a short screenplay. Undaunted by the  
Bible's most difficult passages, Evans wrestles 
through the process of doubting, imagining, and 
debating Scripture's mysteries. The Bible, she  
discovers, is not a static work but is a living, 
breathing, captivating, and confounding book that 
is able to equip us to join God's loving and  
redemptive work in the world. (Amazon) 
 

This book can be order through Amazon or Barnes 
& Noble. It is available in paperback & digital  
formats. 
 



Be the Church 
Help Wanted: Looking for a place to serve? 
Here are some opportunities … 
 

Writers Wanted: Looking for a team of  
 individuals to write short articles for The 

Buzz highlighting members in the  
 congregation for a new column called Did 

You Know? Contact Rev. Linda if you 
are interested … linda@bbpc.org 

 

Scripture Readers Wanted: I f you are  
 interested in reading scripture in worship on 

Saturday evenings or Sunday mornings, 
please contact Adriana Biedermann ... 
bied318@gmail.com 

Did you know?       
Emmie Arnold “sparkled” from the pulpit of Miller Chapel at Princeton Theological 
Seminary when she delivered her senior sermon on Friday, March 15.  The theme 
was set when, as we entered the chapel, we all received small stars on fine pur-
ple strings and bulletins with van Gogh’s The Starry Night on the cover.  But the 
real starlight came from Emmie herself as she interpreted the Genesis story 
about God’s promise to Abram that his offspring would be as plentiful as the stars 
in the night sky.  She reminded the congregation that God loves  
mankind so dearly that He is prepared to make us promises without promises in 
return.  As she preached, Emmie emanated confidence, love of the Lord and 
sheer exuberance as bright and shining as any star in the sky.  The audience  
included not only a BBPC contingent but members of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Metuchen, where Emmie has interned during her final year of seminary 

training at PTS, proud family members and enthusiastic friends from various walks of Emmie’s life  
including a large contingent of delighted fellow seminarians. 
 
Emmie joined BBPC in April of 2017 following her first year of seminary.  She was provided the names of 
several churches by her seminary advisor including BBPC.  She first attended a Saturday evening BBPC 
service and looked no further.  Emmie grew up in Belle Mead and was attending an evangelical church in 
a leadership role before joining BBPC.  She now lives with her mom in Highland Park, commuting to 
school in Princeton.  Emmie graduated from Vanderbilt University in 2015 with a bachelor’s degree in 
child studies and minors in music and public health.  After one semester toward her master’s degree in 
social work, Emmie realized her passion was to become a hospital chaplain.  Earlier considerations of 
medical school, nursing school and becoming a medical social worker were readily abandoned. 
 
While in our midst, Emmie preached on a number of occasions, always clearly spirit-filled and joyful.  If 
any of you ever sat close to Emmie while at church, you know that every minute of the service was  
absorbed, notated and documented in her bulletin or the margins of her Bible.  It is almost hard to  
imagine how much knowledge has been absorbed during her three years of seminary!  Emmie also 
served our church as an adult member of Kids Connection and as the organizer of the other adult  
participants.  To say that she was adored by the preadolescent girls at KC might be the understatement 
of the decade!  The girls loved her to distraction and clung to her from the moment she arrived.  It is 
hard to imagine that Emmie’s love of children (and theirs of her) will not factor into her calling someday.  
However, Emmie is off to a year-long internship at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota where she 
will serve on the chaplaincy staff and have an opportunity to explore the passion that brought her to 
seminary in the first place.  Before she does that, however, Emmie is off to India for two and a half 
weeks of training in intercultural ministry, then to the Pacific Northwest and finally to Germany and  
Poland for ethics training with medical students, law students, journalism students and seminarians.   
Before she leaves for Minnesota, Emmie promises to spend time with us in Bound Brook. 
 
BBPC will miss you, Emmie! Good luck and please visit often!.........................by Judy Wahrenberger 
 

Link to Emmie’s senior sermon: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4b_aABRm0U&feature=youtu.be 



Weekly Calendar 
 

Friday  7:00 p.m. BBP Railroad Club 
   8:30 p.m. AA  
 

Saturday  5:00 p.m. Worship  
 

Sunday  10:00 a.m. Worship, Church School 
   11:15 a.m. Children’s Choir 
   12:30 p.m. First Aid Training 
   3:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
   5:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 
   8:30 p.m. AA 
 

Tuesday   10:45 a.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal 
   1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 
   8:00 p.m. AA 

 

Wednesday 12:00 noon Chair Yoga 
   7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 
   7:30 p.m. NA 
 

Thursday  9:30 a.m.  Silence Seekers 
   10:15 a.m. Bible Study 
   6:45 p.m. Adult Handbells 
   7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #41 
   7:30 p.m. Adult Choir 
   8:00 p.m. AA Meditation 
 

Friday  7:00 p.m. BBP Railroad Club 
   8:30 p.m. AA 

Follow us:  Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church    &   Instagram @ bbpresby 
 

The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church  

409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805 

To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575 

In Other News … 

Caring Minister On Call:  March 24-30: Carol Wilson 
 

 

Chair Yoga Class—Join us! 
Come join us, Monday at 9:00-10:00 am and/or Wednesday at 12:00-1:00 pm in the 
preschool classroom.   Cost: $40 for 8 weeks per class. 

 
 

Flower chart: The 2019 Flower chart is posted outside the office.   
 

Please send articles for the Buzz  to Sharon:  Sharon@bbpc.org with a copy to Martha:   
 office@bbpc.org   Buzz articles are due by Thursday at 3:00.  Thank you 

Session met this month with the Deacons for a Saturday morning retreat on March 16 

and again for  a monthly business meeting on Tuesday, March 19. At the devotional time 

before our regular meeting in Tuesday, we installed Elaine Tetreault as an elder, member 

or the class of 2021.Highlights of the meeting were as follows:  

 It was agreed  to place three HATE HAS NO HOME HERE signs, one each in the front, 

side and back of the church. property . The session recognizes the original intention of the signs is not political, 

but instead a message of inclusion and welcome, which aligns with our message as a congregation. 

 The Pastor Nominating Committee reminded the session that Presbytery will vote on May 11 to allow BBPC to 

consider Pastor Linda for the Head of Staff Position. This motion will require a three quarters vote.  

 The Capital Campaign reported that we have received to date $200,000 toward campaign pledges which will 

fund all of our Tier One Projects 

 The Choir was given permission to serve mimosas at their choir brunch on Easter Sunday. 





NEW JERSEY GAY MEN’S CHORUS PRESENTS 

“In Harmony: Our Life. Our Love. Set to Music.” 

 

The New Jersey Gay Men’s Chorus presents: “In Harmony: Our Life. Our Love. Set To Music.”  

on Saturday, May 04, 2019 at 8:00 PM, Trinity Episcopal Church Asbury Park, 503 Asbury Avenue, Asbury 

Park, NJ 07712 and Sunday, May 05 2019 at 4:00 PM, Bound Brook Presbyterian Church, 409 Mountain Ave-

nue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805. 
 

The chorus concludes our 28th Season with a concert that honors friends and lovers of all kinds through a 

celebration of folk song, popular music and settings of classic poems. This concert will feature many favorites 

from “Loch Lomond” and “Shut De Do” to “In My Life” and “Bridge Over Troubled Water”. Settings of texts 

by Rumi, Robert Louis Stevenson, and Paul Lawrence Dunbar are also on the program. We look forward to 

seeing you there! 
 

Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for seniors and students when purchased in advance. All tickets are $25 

at the door and are available at www.njgmc.org, by contacting the Chorus at 732-579-8449 or through 

members of the Chorus directly. 
 

The New Jersey Gay Men’s 

Chorus is committed to  

providing people with  

disabilities equal access to 

each and every concert we 

perform. Please contact the 

Chorus with any special needs 

requests when placing your 

ticket order. 
 

The New Jersey Gay Men’s 

Chorus performs regularly 

throughout New Jersey, the 

United States and Canada, and 

is a proud member of GALA 

Choruses, Inc., the  

international association of  

Gay & Lesbian Choruses. 


