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November 30, 2018

Hymn Sing

This Week in Worship
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
&
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
1 Advent
The Sacrament of Communion
The Rev. Linda E. Owens preaching
“Standing Strong Together”
Scriptures:
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke 21:25-36

Adult Choir
“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”
arr. Douglas Wagner b. 1952
“Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God”
G. F. Handel (1685-1759 Arr. Hal. H. Hopson b. 1933

Advent Adult Education Series
Please join us Sunday mornings at 8:45 in the PFC Preschool Room for an Advent series. Join us as we discuss:
- The prophesy stories foretelling the birth of Christ with music and artwork, on 12/2 led by Lou Ruprecht
- The birth narratives from the Gospel - with music and
artwork, on 12/9 also led by Lou Ruprecht
- Our modern (and secular!) traditions of Christmas, on
12/16 led by Judy Wahrenberger
- Memories of our own Christmases - with class participation, on 12/23 led by Sal Lalama
Hope to see you there!

FISH Hospitality Arriving
December 9th through December 16th
If you have not been hooked by FISH before, its an organization that assists adults and families who are temporarily homeless. Guests are taken into the program and
travel between participating churches each week where
they have a place to sleep and hot meals. The FISH organization helps them to organize their money, apply for
aid, assists with job searches along with many other resources.
Previous guests at BBPC have been complimentary of the
living spaces we provide as well as the welcoming feeling
they receive from all of our volunteers.
If you would like to volunteer I will guarantee you
will “catch” the spirit of this program.
Here are the ways you can volunteer
* Volunteer to donate cash, supplies or food for our
weeklong visit.
* You can prepare a meal for our guests and volunteers
* You can stay and enjoy dinner with the guests if you
like or just provide the meal.
* Volunteer to host our guests in the cave for a 2 1/2
hour shift either at 5-7:30pm, or 7:30-10pm.
Duties include interacting with guests in
fellowship, helping with homework if you like,
playing games with kids and adults, straightening
up the kitchen and cave, holding down the fort
until the overnight shift arrives
* Volunteer to be an overnight chaperone. Duties
include sleeping in the cave from 10pm to 7am
No need to worry. If you're a first time volunteer you will
be paired up with a FISH coordinator or one of our many
FISH veterans for your shift.
There will be sign up sheets out in the reception area the
next 2 Sundays with a FISH coordinator to answer your
questions.
You can also Call Dave DePierro at 732-648-6994 if you
have any questions

Fair Trade Sale

.

On Saturday, December 8th, and Sunday, December 9th,
the Mission Commission will offer for sale, Fair trade
items: coffees, tea, cocoas, and chocolates; Zatoun Olive
Oil, and hand carved olive wood items. Also CDs of Brazilian composer and musician and a frequent visitor to our
church in the past, Gaudencio Thiago de Mello, will be
offered for sale. Before his death he gave to Ted and
Jane Settle many copies of his CDs for our mission commission to sell, the proceeds to be used for the mission of our
church.
If you are interested in buying a bottle of Olive Oil (makes
a much better Christmas gift than a bottle of wine),
please let me (Ted Settle, 908-420-4841) know this
weekend, December 1st or 2nd, or by phone, so I can
make sure we have enough.

Youth Group Retreat
Nearly 40 youth and chaperones are headed to the
Poconos this weekend for our annual retreat. We will
strengthen our relationships with one another and God.
We'll explore our gifts and consider how to use them.
And our theme is ...top secret.
There will be no youth group this Sunday evening.

Everyone has their own
sparkle… You just have to find it!
ASP/Capital Campaign
fundraiser
Looking for the perfect Christmas present for all the special people in your life?
On Friday, Dec. 7, 2018, in the cave, there will be a fundraiser for ASP (Appalachia Service Project)/Stain glass windows. We will be hosting a Touchstone Crystal By
Swarovski party. We will be in the cave from 6:00 p.m.—
10:00 p.m. Come and go as your time allows. There will
be raffles, desserts, and non-alcoholic drinks. All are welcome! Bring a friend, and receive extra raffle tickets. If
you cannot attend click on the link below.
https://sites.touchstonecrystal.com/sites/jillkaz/e/
JIJRVKM6
Items will be delivered to your home before Christmas.

Operation St. Nick
Operation St. Nick is a program of the Division of Child
Protection & Permanency (formerly DYFS) that provides a
brighter Christmas for foster children living in our area.
We have participated with this agency for many years
and this year is no exception.
We will have a list of the names and ages of 75 foster
children available from which to choose December 1 & 2,
and 8 & 9.
We ask that all gifts be returned by Sunday, December
16th; they will be picked up that afternoon by a staff
member of DCP&P.
When you select from the list, be sure that you pick up
the instructions concerning how to prepare the gift and
make sure the foster child’s name is attached. These
will be provided at the time you select the name of a
foster child from the list.

Christmas Tree Lighting &
Cookie Exchange Sunday,
December 9 at 4:00 p.m.
Join us as we gather to celebrate the season of Advent
and Christmas with a cookie exchange, outdoor tree
lighting and hot chocolate. It will be a fun afternoon that
will begin with the cookie exchange. Please bring 3
dozen of your favorite holiday cookies and come home
with a variety of cookies! Then we will go outside to light
the Christmas Tree and sing carols, returning to the PFC
for hot chocolate and appetizers. We hope to have a
holiday craft for the children as well. Please sign up for
this event in the reception area or call the church office
(732) 356-3575. Hope to see you there!

Youth and Young People’s
Christmas Eve Choir
To all of you who sang last year at the Christmas Eve
service and those who were unable (here's another
chance!)
Pastor Linda and I (Tom) would love to have our youth
choir all our former youth choir singers come back and
sing for Christmas Eve. It was a wonderful addition to
the service last year and we would love to repeat it.
It has been brought to our attention that the later
service (11:00) may have been too late for some of you just assumed young people like to stay up. Anyway, we
could easily sing at the 4:30 or 7:00 service if that would
be easier for you.
Just let us know which you prefer or if you don't
care. Majority rules. I'll arrange a rehearsal when I
know who is available. Please pass the word around on
all your forms of communication!

Children’s Choir for
Christmas Eve
If you have children ages K-3rd grade and would like
them to have the experience of singing in choir but are
unable to commit to the Children's Choir on a regular
basis, here is a chance for your child to be involved. We
will sing at the 4:30 service on Christmas Eve. We normally rehearse after the worship service, but that can be
changed if necessary.
We will have an organizational meeting after church on
the 2nd of December to arrange the number of rehearsals and a schedule. If you can't be there and are interested, please contact me anytime after church service or
by email, tom@ppbc.org or text me at 908.963.6708. If
you text, be sure to include your name, as you may not
be in my directory!
Thanks
Tom Rodgers, Director of Music

Blue Christmas
While many are thankful for the joys of Christmas, we
realize others can experience sorrow while others are
celebrating. The Caring Ministers have provided a way to
express these losses and sorrows for the past years. Each
weekend through Advent the blue Christmas tree will be
lit in the rear of the sanctuary. We invite you to fill out
a blue card with any concern/s and attach it to the treeno name needed. The Caring Ministers will pray over all
the cards in January.

Luminaria at the Labyrinth: A
Celebration of Light’s Power
Over Darkness
At Christ Presbyterian Church, Martinsville
Here’s an opportunity to walk the Labyrinth on Monday
Dec. 3rdat 7:00 pm.
Walk the labyrinth by candlelight with scripture and
song. Please dress warmly for outdoors.
Meet at the church entrance to walk out to the Labyrinth
together.
Stay for Hot Chocolate after the walk.
You need to sign up, so please RSVP: http://
christchurchemerging.org/
We can carpool together from our church parking lot.
Hope you’ll check it out and join us.

Reaching for Wholeness in
Harmony With God’s People
2018 World Community Day with Church Women United
will be “Reaching for Wholeness in Harmony with God's
People”.
You are invited to join with women from Bound Brook
and South Bound Brook at this service at 10:00 AM on
Friday, December 7, at the Reformed Church of Bound
Brook on Main St., South Bound Brook. Contact Doris
Sabin (732-469-3843, d_sabin@verizon.net) if you have
questions.
Hope to see you there!

Christmas Poinsettia
Celebrate the season and help us decorate our sanctuary
for Christmas!
Poinsettia are $12.00 each and may be purchased by
completing a Poinsettia Order Form (located on the
round table in the Reception Hall, the church office and
the last page of the Buzz).
Forms and cash or checks made payable to “BBPC”
should be submitted to the Church Office by Tuesday,
December 18, 2018.
The flowers will be displayed on the Sunday before
Christmas (December 22 & 23) and may be picked up after the last service on Christmas Eve.

Festival of Lessons and Carols
with brass, organ and tympani
Saturday 22 December at 5:00 p.m.
and Sunday 23 December at 10:00 a.m.
This traditional service of readings and carols will be
presented at both the Saturday and Sunday services on
December 22 and 23. The Saturday service will be led by
a group of soloists and the Sunday morning service will
include the choir with accompaniment by brass, organ
and tympani.

Stewardship Pledges
As of Sunday, November 25 we have received 86 pledge
cards for a total pledge amount of $245,326. The Stewardship Commission would like to thank all those who
have returned a pledge card to date.
As you know, our annual operating budget supports not
only our staff salaries and the costs of operating our
building and grounds (e.g. gas & electric, snow removal,
cleaning, maintenance), but also our ministry and mission to our congregation and community (e.g. christian
education, worship & music expenses, outreach).
Our 2018 budget included membership contribution income of $365,775 and even that required a substantial
transfer from the endowment to meet our expenses.
Over the last five years the number of pledges received
has averaged 136 pledges, against 86 received so far this
year. If you have not yet returned a pledge card please
consider doing so in order for BBPC to continue to use
these gifts to help others.

Forms to make monetary donations to help support this
will be available on the tables outside the church
sanctuary, as well as on the last page of the Buzz..
While we may be well intentioned in wanting to support
this program, it is easy at this busy time of year to forget
and assume others will take care of it. Make your
donation before that hectic time arrives. Remember,
you don’t have to give a large amount of money. A lot of
small donations add up. Your names will be listed in the
bulletin that weekend.

Love Local
On Sunday, December 16 we will be going to the Brook
Theater on Hamilton Street for the 2 PM showing of the
Christmas Classic, It’s Wonderful Life.
Tickets for the movie are $5 and should be purchased
through the Brook Theater.

Gathering for Conversation
& Prayer: Sunday, December 16
at 4 P.M. … Our next gathering will take place
Sunday, December 16 @ 4PM to continue our
conversation and to pray together for civility in the
public square and guidance as people of faith in a time
of great division and in the face of rising acts of racial
and sectarian hatred. We gather asking the question,
how can we affect positive change?

Do You Have A Passion To
Serve BBPC?
In this time of Stewardship, have you thought of how you
could serve BBPC through your talent or passion?
Over the past few years, we have received several new
members. The Membership Commission has been trying
better to share your interests with various commission
chairs and interest groups. However, we are aware that
many new members may have been overlooked. For that,
we sincerely apologize. Please, at any time, but especially during this time of making a commitment of time,
talent, and resources, reach out to the Membership Commission to express your interest in serving of your time.
The Membership Commission will give your information
to the respective commission chairperson.
Perhaps you have been a member of BBPC for a long time
and have a new interest or more time to give to BBPC.
Thus, if anyone wants to give of your time, please feel
free to contact Kathy Hobbs, kathyahobbs6@gmail.com
or Doug Boleyn, dboleyn@hotmail.com.

Hearing Aids Available
Hearing aids are available for use during services. They
are located near the church office. An usher can assist
you in locating them.
These hearing aids work only in the sanctuary because
they receive an FM signal from the sanctuary sound system. The hearing aids can be used in conjunction with
your existing hearing aid or by themselves. Different
style ear pieces are available. A unit can be assigned to
you if you like.

Adult Mission Trip:
February 18-22, 2019
Once again we have an opportunity to put together an
Adult Mission Trip. This year we will not be traveling
south for ASP. We will stay right here in New Jersey and
help re-build homes impacted by Super Storm Sandy. We
will be assigned work by the Super Storm Sandy Rebuilding Program (or SBP). There is also a volunteer host site
at Camp Evans where we can stay for the week.
If you are interested speak to John Almendinger or email
jjodinger@optonline.net. He will send you links that will
explain more.

Chair Yoga Class—Join us!
A new 8 week class starts Dec. 3. Come join us, Monday
at 9:00-10:00 am in the preschool classroom. Cost: $40
for 8 weeks. In addition, an 8 week Wednesday Class
(12:00-1:00 pm) will begin on January 9, 2019, also $40.

A Note from Pastor Linda
Advent … the season of waiting.
Didn’t we just send the kids back to school? And now here we are at the doorstep of December, entering the season
of expectation and hope, the season of Advent. This weekend marks the first Sunday of Advent. We are remembering
again that God’s promises are worth the wait.
While we ponder the promises and the waiting this year, there are a lot of really great things happening at BBPC. The
Buzz is full of great opportunities to enjoy fellowship, to serve others, to love local and to worship together. Please
make the most of this holiday season by joining in the fun. Use this time to get to know your fellow church members
and to enjoy the Spirit in our midst.
On a personal note, I will be absent from you for a short time while I am recovering from surgery. I will be taking a
medical leave from December 13 until January 2. I was diagnosed recently with uterine cancer, a very mild and treatable cancer, which should be fully cured with surgery. I have great confidence in my doctor, and of course my family
will take good care of me, and so there is really nothing that I will need, except perhaps prayers.
I will very much miss being with you at Lessons & Carols and on Christmas Eve, but trust me, you will be in good
hands as we have a great line up of guest preachers and worship leaders to fill in in my absence. Looking forward to
being with you again in the new year.
Those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength! Isaiah 40:31

Session Highlights – November 19, 2018
The Session, acting as the Board of Trustees of the Bound Brook Cemetery, approved several expenditures for the cemetery from the Sale of Lots account. Approved where the purchase of up to 32, 12” X 12” bronze plaques to serve as
cemetery section markers and a new round columbarium with 65 niches, to match
the existing round units in the front section of the cemetery near the cemetery office.
Session reviewed the church by-laws and began offering proposed changes to eventually be presented to the congregation for vote at the annual meeting in January.
Session elected Phyllis Hazen as our new Acting Treasurer through mid-January and then as our Treasurer beginning January 22 (our January Session Meeting). The purpose of this is two-fold. First, the Session and Finance
Commission are working out the details of new job descriptions for the Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Bookkeeper and Finance Commission. These new job descriptions will include an increased role of the Treasurer’s
position. Session plans to have these roles defined and in place beginning January 22, when Phyllis will move
from Acting Treasurer to Treasurer of the congregation and corporation. Also, it will become necessary to
replace Phyllis in her current role as Financial Secretary. For the past year Phyllis has served in this role logging contributions and other income. We are currently looking for someone to fill this role moving forward. It
would be possible for two people to share this role. If you are interested, please reach out to Rev. Linda or
Jeff Willard, chair of the Finance Commission.
Session reviewed their visit on November 4th with the Trinity United Church (TUC) Covenant Board. The two
churches met over lunch to share their hopes and dreams for their respective congregations and how BBPC &
TUC could partner to make those dreams possible. At our session meeting we shared our thoughts regarding
the viability of sharing a pastor with TUC. Session hopes to reach a recommendation at their December meeting. If Session should decide to move forward with a partnership with TUC, Session will bring that recommendation to the congregation for discussion and vote.
The Capital Campaign Committee reported on the response to the Capital Campaign. The Session is very encouraged by the pledges received thus far. To date we are at 88% of our goal of $525,000 (as of 11/16/18). This
includes pledges and prior gifts to the stained glass window fund.
The Stewardship Committee reported that our annual stewardship dedication weekend yielded 78 pledges for a
total of $229,000. It is a great start, but we have a long way to go. Our 2018 pledges totaled $330,000 from
approximately 115 pledges. If you haven’t yet turned in your pledge for 2019, please do so as soon as possible
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Looking ahead to Advent
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30 - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2: YOUTH RETREAT
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1: LOVE LOCAL – Stan Chitch’s Café at 6:15 P.M.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7: TOUCHSTONE CRYSTAL by Swarovski Fundraising Party
6:00-10:00 P.M. (to benefit ASP & the Capital Campaign)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9: TREE LIGHTING & COOKIE EXCHANGE: 4:00 P.M.
FISH HOSPITALITY PROGRAM BEGINS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16: LOVE LOCAL - It’s a Wonderful Life (Movie) at The Brook Theater
at 2 P.M.
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 & 23: LESSONS & CAROLS during worship
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24: CANDLELIGHT & COMMUNION: 4:30, 7:00, & 11:00 P.M.
4:30 P.M. An intergenerational service for all ages
7:00 P.M. A traditional service including a children’s time
11:00 P.M. A traditional service

In Other News …
Caring Minister On Call: December 2-8: Rose Munroe
Spark Sunday School: Children are enjoying learning about Jonah through our rotational workshops. Last week,
science with Ms. Rhonda and this week cooking with Mr. Keith. Interested in volunteering?
Email sally@bbpc.org

Follow us: Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church

& Instagram @ bbpresby

The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church, 409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575

2018 Christmas
Music Donation
Enclosed is my gift to be used for special music (Brass & Tympani).
Lessons & Carols Worship Service - December 22 & 23
(acknowledgment in worship bulletin)
(deadline: December 16)
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
(Examples: Mr. & Mrs. John Doe, in memory of……….
Mary Smith, in honor of her parents)

□ Please accept as an anonymous gift.

Name______________________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________________
Make checks payable to BBPC and include with your form

Christmas
Poinsettia
Order Form
______________

Please order one poinsettia for $12.00.

______________

Please deliver the plant to a homebound
or hospitalized person after Christmas.

______________

I plan to pick up the plant after the 11:00 pm
Christmas Eve Service.

______________

Please accept as an anonymous gift.

______________

Please acknowledge in the worship bulletins of
December 23 & 24.

The Christmas Poinsettia decorating the sanctuary are presented to the glory
of God by:

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Examples:

Mr. & Mrs. John Doe, in memory of . . . . . .
Mary Smith, in honor of . . . . . .

Name___________________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to BBPC and include with your order.

Place your order by Tuesday, Dec. 18.

